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January let, 1946, 

v‘,K;0 ..iCJ !*i ■ }{\j .it .... , .• X-' ' i 1 . \ei 

‘ . . 

lr . ..> n , . 

Memorandum -o dipping Service: 


ri© d3 


Thirty time thirty thousand hav'e I dashed off mental 
notes sinoe the arrival of Saturday's mail, along with the 
registered report, whioh came to hand in good order. May 
I say thanks and thanks again. There is a wonderful sensation 
that comes with a labor of love, ewpeoially when that 
labor is a Joint one, even though iii mileage there appears 
to be' some separation, although spiritually ft is obviously 
ld.nuo.1. 

( a— j _ _ „ i_j. _^ _ ■, . _ __ 


' Everything about the report appealed to .me no end, all 

am 1 willing to aooept, if you find the outlines as sketohed 
‘ therein satisfactory. As for acknowledgements and future dis¬ 
bursements, those are something whioh I trust may be 
eventaully ample and in suoh a fluid sate as may be dsawn upon 
by either party without thought as to whose aoocount is con¬ 
cerned, since it will be so pleasant to feel that it is Joint, 

They had a consultation of physioians for the Madam 
on Saturday, Influenza had her down, and they had to guard 
against pneumonia. This morning, I am told, she has 
asked for a'good breakfast, so if her desire for food has 
returned and her fever has disappeared, I suppose we may 
assume she is on the mend again and will probably be alright 
again within a f«w days. 

her daughter screamed and gelled at her that I was 
seriously illl, and got her into a highly nervous state 
on my acoount, - which was ridiculous, of ooubbs. The point 
of all the racket was that the daughter wanted to try out 
sulphur | drugs on me. 'She finally convinced her mother 
that that was all that would save me, and so, to quiet the 
poor patient, I said I woul’d' acoept the drugs, - which is 
... a five day treatment and kncfoks one out completely, as you 
^ ^Jmow. Well, with the Kosenwald thing staring me in the faoe, 
l naturally was goin, () to put myself out of commission when 
there was no need for it, but everything appeared to. hinge on 
my taking of the drugs, and so I did a shadow aot, but only 
i that. Yesterday, Sister oalled for a sample of my urine, to 

oheok the progress being made by the sulphur 'drugs. A 
darkie friend of mine happened to be here at' the time, and 
thinking his would reVeal a rauoh more interesting sample than 
my own, I asked him to aooommodat me, whioh he did. 

,. . About today, I suppose, there will be an enormous raoket from 

down the road, .eying that t hare trlolc.d the*. Well, 

.roJJod wove oo w ' si d*9X v.a.tioa^ evert. * vol 

•rj; i i it e&seX i ■ awrsv % ' ' , . 

, . ... r 0\ 


. 




. 














From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS* #M ~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 







1073 


r ,, j * l 

.1 n>j. 


1074 


that will he alright, for the Madam will be stronger today, 
and she <can stand the gaff muoh better than she could 
on Saturday. I shall merely remark that if they don't 
like my urine, it is too bad. After all I didn't ask them 
for their old drugs, and I haven't complained about them 
when forced upon me, and if they must complain about what 


they got in return, well that is t 


their hard luok. 


In Saturday's mail came a note from The Natchez Press, 
saying that that periodical had suspended, as of Deoember 
21st. That will releave me of the difficulties of getting 
a column out weekly, - quite a task under the present set up. 
After all, the thing has fulfilled its usefulness, so far as 
I am concerned, and if and when I' can get somebody to work 
with me in pasting the columns together, - I nan make up 
the connecting paragraphs and pages from out of my head, - then 
another book will be ready for the publishers. I think it may 
eventually turn out to be an interesting bit of Amerioanna, but 
it isxpx impossible for me to make the parpagraphs between 
the columns without knowing the salientjpoint in the columns 
t*hat will sandwich in the connecting paragraphs, and so 
I shall let the oolumns oool on the shelf until an opportune 
time and assistant comes to hand, > 

Naturally, with the Madam flat on her back and aching, 

I shall have to forego doing the Cane River ^egro prospeotus 
along the lines I had 'originally oonceived, sinoe I have 
no one to explore the data in the lie Srevells scrapbooks for 
me. I shall accordingly oonoengtrate on a general 
survey of•the subject, and send the extremely rough draft along 
to Robina for putting into soma kind of shape and mailing. 
Yesterday I tried to work on the darned thing, but the 
Henrys are always in an uproar when their mama gets under 
the weaher, and in the course of the day I reckon there 
were at least 16 people popping in and out of my house, asxing 
what 1 thought about the <k ^dam, s ould a nurse be summoned, 
where oould a nurse be found, did I think she should go 
to the hospital, eto., etc., - all of which was not very 
oonduoiva to concentration, and of course it was 
impossible for me at every interruption to reoall at which 
point 1 had been interrupted and if I had actually* jotted 
down a point or if I had merely been on the verge of doing 
so. « 

xt ■ U ' v 0 m '• 0 ij » .. ,. .i q •*. c », i 1 wii * • w 

Well, today I shall get me a read'er, and someWho we shall 
jog along, but I reckon the results will be fearful and 

wonderful, but we do what we aan. 

itiTroerttf/Ti . . , •.> TWWvtri . iajo-v 3id jCUXP 1 

• I must gallop now and get on with the day''s tasks. 

Thanks again for the marvelous report 1944' was a little heotio 

in spotw, but I am thankful for all the 'joys it brought, 

and somehow 1 have f a feeling 1946 is going to be even better. 

For one thing, it s bound to advanoe one along the Meade Villa 
road. 


ri3 i Ifitfa ai 
.a-., ted i'J b ' ’ 
if ' >’ . . " to 3ifi- - -i t*’ 

. 


January 4th, 1945, 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

< • • -- 

"Tell them ladies * sure does thank them in the highest. 

I sure ain’t going to do no paintin' tonight nor is I gwine to 
do any sleepin'. By morninin', Mary Pranoes is gwine to have some 

new under things and when I gets done, there'll be a little hem 
in that one dress there, and Mary Prances is'gwine to be all fixed for 
her schoolin'.* 

That is what Clemenoe said when she came by yesterday and 
with glee went through the splendid collection of things you all sent. 

Being as handy with a needle as she wl is with a paint brush 
or a wash tub, she immediately foresaw some warm under wear in 
the bathing suit, and a dozen different dresses for Mary Pranoes and 
herself in all the good things you sent. As in other plaoes, as 
I understand it, there are but empty shelves here where once dress 
goods were displayed, and even the mail order houses are unable to 
fill orders when the darkies have the money to try a purchase. So 
doubly are your gifts appreciated, and it would have done your hearts 
good to have seen the pleasure that all the pretty things gave the 
good darkie 

- , r.j o ^ • . . * . 

Another point that puzzled and delighted ^lemenoe was the faot 
that the larger dresses fit,her to a "T” while the smaller dresses 
are a perfect fit for ^ary Prances, with merely the necessity of 
a small hem in the latter. "It looks like them things was 
just bought for us*es, and them sure must be nice ladies to 
think of Mary -“'ranees,and me away off yonder." 

v 4 3' • f 

•» , v 

So thanks from KLemenoe and Mary Prances and me, for joy 
brought to one heart somehow has a way of making all hearts glad* 

inuring the past two days I have been more or less alone here, 
save for the Madam and the servants, following her sulphur 
treatment, which apparently broke up her influenza, a cold 
struck the Madam and her fever bounced baokaup to 102, and so 
during the past 66 hours I have been doling out the medeoine, - 
as sulphur must be taken at, regular intervals. The aodine and 
other curious pills that have been administered to lessen the, 
pains of neuritis oaused her to go out of her head yesterday afternoon 

and ^ really had quite a time for a couple of hours. But this 

• • • • 

over 
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morning, - I pen these lines at 5 a.m., she appears back to 
normal mentally, and although the fever is still with her, she is 
obviously on the mend. Her daughter got mad at her yesterday beoause 
she wouldn't go* stay Vith her, and walked out of Melrose, admonishing 
her husband to give her mother no medeoine whatsoever. Bat I 
oollared the physioian in question and advised him to let me know 
immediately if he proposed to follow his duty as a doctor or to 
listen to a riedioulous raving of his wife. I got the medeoine, - and 
that was all x wanted. 

But** raugt v confess to you that all this business is not very 

conducive to concentration on the general subject of•"rural 
racial relations". But I plung along as best I can, - between 
semi-professional visits, and within another day or so, I shall 
bundle up the several pages and send them along to Hobina for 
editing and transcription. At best the prospectus will be far 
from coherent and the way A would have it, but possibly it will 
get by somehow. Isn't it strange how this year's efforts are almost 
•as panicky as last year's. 

As for the Madam, her housegirl remains with her at night, 
but the latter has developed a severe cold and throat infection which 
makes her more of a liability than an asset, I have called in two 
of the n enry boys this morning, - and they will have to oast about 
to find someone to stay with the Madam more or lass permanently, I 
think, for she shouldn't be left to the care of untutored servants 
when her- health is no better than it has been during the paBt 
year. As for her prospeots, she is praotically on the road back to 
herself again, but she should have a responsible person within call 
at all times, - and that is a Henry problem and not mine, - and 
they are going to have a time getting anyone, too, sinoe la fille will 
always put a spindle in the spinning wheel, and the thread is bound 
to be snarled from week to week, - which is not any province of 
mine.Save for being a little tired, my own aohes and pains appear to 
be on the way out, and as soon as I get old Bosentald into the 
mail and there is someone here to sit on the lid, I aha ii take to' 1 ' 
the big road, - probably about Thursday of next week, - although 
under the circumstances, the preoise date for my departure must of 
necessity be tentative. If things go right, however, someone will 
be here within a month or so to lend balance to the ourious set up 
in the big house, and if old Rosenwald does what is expected of him I 
shall feel free to undertake a lot. of things I have in mind in 

the manuscript department. 

- 

I must now hit off a flook of letters on a variety of subjects and 
then make a round in the medioal department, so you will forgive 
me for breaking off before adding anything more to make this letter 
more dull. Thanks again from °lemenoe and ^ary Frances for all the. 
good cheer and warmth to body and heart which your paokage 
brought with it....’ 


TO>i: 
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■ . v 1 - January 7th, 1944, 

t ieJoei' otiin a etf.crxw 
•n secsi Ufa.,;- ono etnif'r i-.iJ -u * -ido. os - . im r ,.u 


• - 


Memorandum to Clipping Services ° oLatfoV''T&utZxla ed 

Wonderfully and fearfully oontrived, 
the prospeotus whioh goes forward in Monday's mail to Robina for 
editorial reconstruction and typing. 

....... .. 

The Madam remains in the bed, with sulphur drugs being admin- 
istered every six hours, and plenty of oodine and Heaven knows what all, 
by way of anti-pain pills,- sleeping potions, eto. I-think she will 
be off the sulphur within another day or two, and that will mean 
that T shall discontinue my frequent visits to the big house through¬ 
out the night.- With a little extra sleep on my own behalf, i shall 
probably perk up immediately, and when I get a bit more normal, sahll 
give thought to getting into the big road. I presume, however, that 
I shall not get away this week, but probably next week, - although 
I may make it this coming Thursday. 

' ’ L .1- ilat _ i 

, A letter in yesterday's mail oeme through from arnett Kane, 
enclosing a letter of recommendation for me, - to be sent to 
.Rosenwald, It was all very flattering, - from one who understands 
little save what goes on within his very limited sphere, he reports 
that he is working madly and sees no one. I reokon Louisienna 
Plantations are being oooked up at the point of his pen, and I have 
no doubt it will be a oreditable pieoe of research. 

On the Shreveport soene, Robina reports that the Dormons spent 
Hew Yeare in tfcat place, having gone up from Btiarwood to visit 
their brother and his wife, and to spend a night with "obina. It 
seems Caroline and Virginia hooked their trailer on to their automobile, 
and brought a gob of plafcs, - sweet olive,, orabapple, etc,, to 
landscape Botina's yard. Caroline would inolude a oarbapple. But 
Robina doesn't want to get her grass plot all enmeshed in Miss 
Dormon's bushes, and so there was something in the Pulling and Hauling 
Department, as between Caroline and Robina, as to what would be 
planted at all, - and where those items would be placed. Like 
Aunt Cammie, Caroline has an eye for an ■ unoooupied spot where 
a plant or a shrub or a tree might grow readily, - and there the 
thing is planted, - quite unmindful .of its relation to the rest of 
the layout. Haturally that's the way man-made Jungles are made, - 
and Briarwood is just about that, 

'over) 
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I think I told you in a recent report that The Press 
suspended as* of ^e’oember 21st. The editor wrote a nioe letter, 
expressing the hope that sometime in the future oiroumstanoes might 
enable us to undertake something jointly. 

Under separate cover, - within the next day or so, - I shall 
be sending a couple of Cane River primitives. The larger one is 
by Glemenoe, - the smaller by Mary Prances. You might skip 
mention of these to James, I selected ones that seemed more or 
less typioal of their present mood, Por instanoe, the parasol is 
so typically Glemenoe, that no'other feature could be more expressive. 
>nd_J.he loves to do them, and somehow they always look a little 
Chinese to me, I know that Jame£ would be delighted to know 
you have them, but 1 rather he would not, as he might rightfully 
feel he should hatfe had a hand in the seieotion, and for my part, I 
so wanted you to have something in this particular vein that I 
didn't want to leave it to him to make the seieotion. Therefore 
you might as well not mention it to him, 

I saw Glemenoe yesterday, . stopping by her cabin for a 
few moments,' while out for a little 'airing. The place was spick 
and span, but greatly ressemblirig an oriental bazaar, what with 
all the treasures "from them ladies", - laid out and being pressed, 
etc. The bathing suit, converted into a nice warm underskirt for 
Mary Pr&noes, did my hdart much good, as it was deftly transformed, 
and when the ohill winds swdep down the river road during Pebruary, 
it will be good to know that “*ary Prances is making her trip in search 
Of education much more warmly clad that had it not been for 
yon all. 


fv;i 


MB 


toc 




SOT 


O v - 


o<\ f w.eo ■ 


j < i’ c? v3in u b \i rr^ 

ior dJQ.iJ ni araeY we 

^efiiftf^ePniag: 

They took the M adam off sulphur yesterday, and I believe 
she iq now qn the .pend* , 

In this morning's mail 1 am sending Robins the osenwald 
stuff for her to straighten out, - which will be-something 
of a task. . 

. . . -y. “ < -■ 

I am feeling better and will eventually take to ,the 
road, but perhaps not until next week. Today's mail trill 
be a determining factor.- , > 

.1 i vTXil Hu?>>:. .j I'O 


£q @ 


V o Q 




?0 


1078 


ii J l-.VtC’iSV tf. 

o 0^ -d ij L C> l‘£ 

. 

. 1 


i TO 


■ , : 


January 8th, at Melrose. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Servioej 
• • * - - ’• 

Although I posted a Memorandum t is morning. I write 
another line this evening, - it is now 8 p.m., for in the 

® x ? e J- lent dipping came to hand, and I want to 
respond without delay, although I have nothing very startling to 
say t c ° 

i » - l 

<f 8 case of the calendars, wherein I'notioe we both 

in two the girl friend at the same time, but expressed ourselves 

^ ffereDt manners, - so in the case of the item from 

lettina^RntAn a!! riVi ^ ftt f bout ‘ the time 1 tad advised that without 
Baton Rouge know, 1 was forwarding what I liked to 

yS l! a ? f somewhat typioal expression of the S Qp ia w inderilla. 

LLo y jUdS ® for y0urself on receipt of the same if the one 
pleases you more than the other. 

•.«. ... ' • i . ; <■. . ‘ . > J >Vi ••• *'-■ ~ 

You ask about the Cardinals. They stay with us all the 
uIaI r £c nd in Va f ying 4 ®e r ®® 8 of musical adcompaniment. The 
baJfiu.™ & i n half "“teohed to her bannister“S the 

+ vo K « ba iJ’ er ? °i the big house where the mocking birds vie with 
aS t0 * th ® most of it. 1 have a little shelf * 

f ar ? en sid ® of m y Bouse where oooasionally a 
cardinal oor,® to dine, although 1 am always getting a bigger batoh 

t b l JayS tha ? ® 18 ®- ^® latter are r tally bfaJti^f 

s«e ?“ir“saS?y. 88y Plrat " * hat 1 llk9 th9B not at 911 

fha =An th ^ 8um “ er time, the cardinals are at their best in 

bi?d win epbrtment * Especially in the afternoons, the male 
bird Begins a conversation with his mate. Usually it is - 

tW ° lo * d whi «tle8. *■ pause follows, and then one hears 
PhAtr*aA &1 ^ res P® ndlD E with a long, slightly more musioal whistle 

? 8< ° m «times,keep that going for hours, but usually varied a little 

play a trick on 1181 mate, the female win 
sometimes delay making an.immediate response. After waitine a hit 
the “ale .ill whistle twice, again and than w4it. wlme^he ’ 
fonhii 1 “ d sometimes not. But if he has to give the 

ri > ^i^o W +i Stl ? 8 third time, he doest it with a venganoe, almost 
ji p j in f h the air in his irritation. Then, with almost raucous 
ft 88 ,*;;® response come promptly, and the two of them then 

"Sinew ”Stf«f"ag”n^ 0th8r “ 998 ° r lush98 - “ 4 the 



l over) 
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You spoke of your original desoription of the verdivert as 
being orude. You were perfectly wrong, for it coincided exaotly 
with what you and only you could have so skillfully detected. 

‘There was ala earthy element, pl^s smoke, in the batoh I sent. 

I had dug it a couple of days before, and knowing how fine and 
clinging the soil is, - and how difficult it is to get it all 
cleaned off, what with the inoredible entanglement of the roots, 

I..washed and kept water running of the roots for two days. When 
it was time to get the little package off, the stuff wasn't quite 
dry, and s b * put it in a chair before my fireplaoe where a 
big old oak aha pine log where doing their best to help out. 

Naturally some of the fine soil remained on the roots and to it 
clung the smoke, and only you would have detected the combination. 
Eventually the soil will shake off, and then, when you dampen the 
roots again, i think ypu will discover the real aroma, which, in 
itself, is quite sympathetic in perfume to the other two elements. 

1 

Under separ te oover, - no I guess in this letter, I shall 
enclose today's note from iissae lia q, which is of no particular 
interest, and whioh you may destroy when finished with, if you 
care to. The fact that she invites me to her place is interesting 
jinoe it will give me additional opportunity to talk department of 
oouments with her. ^inoe she is leaving for Chicago on the 
i6th, 1 think 1 shall put o.ff my trip to Baton Rouge until the 
following week, - the last in J anuary. This will give me an 
opportunity to get back on my feet a bit„ for my body feels a 
little old yet, and 1 should like to be in the pink" when i oontaot 
the bouisianna University Tress ^oard. I presume i shall 
return here,.via ^atche’a, which is certainly round about, in 
one way, - at least it makes two sides, of a triangle instead of 
one, but there are several things I would to keep green there, 
and I am anxious to run out to '‘ashington and wander around 
Meade Villa a little with Mrs. ^randon. She can recall -where 
originally all the slave quarters and other out-buildings stood, 
and 1 should very much like to have that olearliy in my mind from 
one like her, who is probably one of the few people in the world 
who can'hand it on to us. Should things go well, and as we would 
have them, I think’ it would be pleasant to contemplate putting 
some of those' outbuildings back in their original positions. 

After all, in putting up a garage for example, it might just as 
well oonform to the'original lay out, - especially if it suits 
the needs bf the times. Then, too, I like to think out some 
of the possibilities of other details relative to the place, for 
getting things well in mind not only affords the pleasure of anticipa^ 
tion, but sometimes simplifies things when they come into being. 

But even better than thesq reasons are or is the faot that it 
Lives me an opportunity to $hare all these things with someone 
who alone understands and loves them for the same reason as do 1, - 
tat they dan be shared. 


Janyaxy 13th, 1946 


Memorandum to Clipping ^ervioe; 

This is the month of Celine's hirthday , and the M< 
her a oake and some stockings yesteraay afternoon. 

I found the old iady sitting on the front gallery 
manrH tip- The dav was warm, although the breeie was oo 
was^re-inforoed & against th^ wind **by being bundled up 
old bathrobe. Being short, her several layers of clot 
her look twioe as short. 

She fell to talking about ages, and explained why 
difficult for people of her years to determine their e 
of vears. •“■ccording to her, in the old days, it was t 

of parents to keep the year of J h ® ir 
order that, as the children reaohed maturity, the pare 
exert oontrol over them longer if the children believe 
to be 16, say, whereas in reality, they might actually 

As for herself, ^eline remarked that she toew hei 
at least 93, even though "folks say I am only eighl 

Her husband, Joe Rooque, oame in as we sat ohatti 
onlv 84. We had moved Inside the house beoause of the 
The floor is mostly dirt, with but a few of the origii 
the floor when it was a Convent prior to the Yellow . 
sorouge of 1863, when the nuns flew out. ..an oodasio] 
wandered in and was shooed out, and if the dogs nosed 
much, Celine would use her long distaff to prod them i 
weren't at all concerned by her gentle use of the rod 
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X have a new project in mind on whioh old Rosenwald cane 
spend a few thousand dollars, - if X can sell him the idea. 

What with la Haygood threatening to pass by this way this 
Spring, - and what with the prospectus already on the way to 
the Board, that Chioago group is going to have some insight 
to the peculiar raaial set up in this locality. At the 
present time, the Convent provides the oily educational 
facilities for the-children of mulattoes in this area, and 
the grades oovered are merely the primary ones, 

Beoause of their raoial prejudice, the mulattoes simply-will 
not send their children to the^established ^osenwald schools 
attended by the negroes. Accordingly the- children of mulattoes 
must of neoessit^ either oease their education when they have 
finished at the onvent, - unless their parents be rioh enough 
to send them Berth to school, 

“Hit Oit Jk vJ £^.‘1 ^ V GJT t -X>CI I Oi iXi-OililC 

What I would like to do is to get ^osgnwgj^ to build a- 
sohool for mulattoes here, covering the'Tughergrades and the 
highsohool oouroes. I <reokon this is possible only if Noeeenwald 
will reoognize the the Cane River mulatto represents a distinat 
raae in- itself, being not so much the descendant of a white and 
a blaok, but rather a by-produot of a long line of mulatto 
ancestors, whioh with the generations has fused elements of both 
so olosely intermingled that it is neither one nor the other but 
something unique in itself, 

* ' * ’ f 1 c X • - - 

Of- course the building of a separate sohool for the mulattoes 
would tend to oonfirm the raoial feelings already rampant, and 
probably would not be smoothing the differenoes, but perhaps merely 
making them more apparant. Be this as it may, the faot remains 
Bhat several hundred mulatto ohildren in this area, if such as sohool 
is not bu-ilt, will never get any education beyond the primary - 
grades, I think X shall drop that in old Rosenwald's lap. The 
come back will be that the mulattoes ought not to be so fussy, - at 
the ex*pen8e of their children's educational welfare,- and should make 
the most of the negro sohools, I agree to that, but nevertheless 
the mulattoes will not do it, - beoause of the same raaial prejudices 
that keep white -children from attending negros sohools in the 
^outh, and it remains for ^osenwald to deoids if it is better for 
the mulattoes to grow up without an- education beyond the primary 
grades, or if it is better to oonoede their raoial antipathies and 
attempt to bring racial - under stand lugs "through education rather 
than by refraining from bringing enlightenment through educational 
facilities whioh the Board might provide, 

V.. - '.V. f . 

I have talked to some of the mulattoes regarding the general 

idea. 

‘' J i' 1 ... * u e a Xi t . * 

Bill Llorenze is fairly representative of forward looking 
mulattoes. He is almost white, has a million dollar personality 
and a wife and five children, formerly he ran the '“elrose saloon 
which was A reduce to a market when prohibition was voted in about j 
a year ago. 


Bill says such a sohool would be a God-send. u ith his market 
making but little, and times uncertain ahead, he has no idea , 

how he is going to educate his ohildren, save by sending them 
to the Convent, and that it appears he will have no money to send 
a single one of them away to school. The Llorenze family is 
old ^ane River stock, - one Seraphine Llorenze having married one 
of the early “‘etoyers. Mulatto raoe consciousness prevents his 
family from sending theiV children to a negro sohool. Bill says 
one of the mo t acute problems in this unique Cane River situation 
is that too many mulattoes think they are better than the negroes 
merely because they are mulattoes, whereas in reality, there are 
just as many rogues among the mulattoes as there are among the 
negroes. a e stresses the point, however, that since the mulatto 
of fair breadth of understanding feels that his raoe is different 
from either the white or.the negro and that the ohildren must 
be educated in a sohool of their own, - not that the mulatto is 
batter than the negro, but merely beoause he is different, has 
a different sense of values, has a different religion, - the mulattoes 
are all Jatholio and the negroes all Protestant, and so forth and 
so on. 

Bill Jones is another representative of the more successful 
mulatto. 

1 a lot of mulattoes on Cane *iver consider the Jones as new¬ 
comers. Old Oarrolll Jones did 't dome into this region until 
about Civil War times, - perhaps just a little before. Old 
Carrol was a mulatto, - offspring of a white man and a negress 
'of Tennesseee. Three generations have evolved, and the Jones are 
just beginning to get into the aooepted raoial status. The Jones are 
rioh. Bill Jones’ uncle, ^athew, was so ,rioh he oould get 
himself involved in debts to the extend of $371,000.00 at 
1 the time of his death. His brother, young Carrolll, took 

over Mathew's properties. I suppose the present ‘'ones family is 
worth from a quarter to a half million. , 

Bill and his two brothers, Nolan and Randolph, were eudoated 
at the University of Jhioago. On their father's death, they 
took over the Estate, - excellent land, lying, above Celine's 
and running along both sides of c^e River. Mathew's ohildren 
were no account and wandered off to California or some place. 

Carroll's ohildren were intelligent and industrious. The three 
boys got together', and after looking over the situation, deoided that 
the Estate, made up of two or three plantations, oould be most 
economically operated, if there were one head to decide all details. 
Aooordingly ^olan and Randolph agreed that Bill should make all 
decisions and that they would abide by whatever decisions he made. 
Remarkable to tell, they have abided by that deoision, and the 
Jones properties are solvant and making money, with all three 
boys, - each married to ex-sohool teachers, giving all their time 

to making a success of the Estate* 

««••*• «•* 

(ov^r) 



I 










1 
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Bill Jones has. two -or three children. He can afford to 
send them Ho\th to, school, but would prefer to have them get 
their education here, accordingly he strongly favors the idea of 
a sohool at "*elro8e for mulattoes. He says it is difficult to 
estimate the number of pupils that would attend it beoause there 
are so many mulattoes who have left ^ane~River for various reasons, 
primarily economic, who would strongly prefer to send their 
children b$ok here to the country to be eduoated, were there 
any facilities for such a purpose, 

*nd po the thing revolves, 

I shall continue po explore the field, its possibilities 
and its disadvantages, of which most certainly the recognition 
of the differences is the most obvious, 

"* 9 

Hpd when la ^aygood oomes by, I shall show her the 
mulatto_area, * at present some 20 miles in length, point out 
the aspirations,of its more responsible citizens and see if her aid 
can be enlisted^ 


Memorandum to dipping Service: 

• 1 • • 

Uniy a note and an enclosure this morning, 

special interest, but L 
i from “‘rs. Brandon. You 

it"when~finished with it, as I have no use for it. 

reports her 26th or 100th 
this way, only to be stopped by some unfore 
believe influenza is her present 


Yf the latter, there is no e 
like you to keep abreast p^^ings 
may destroy L -- 

A letter from Caroline mormon ^ r 
intention to get down 
seen oiroumstanoe. 1 
problem. 

I tentatively set ‘anuary 26th 

and shall probably he a*ay for a week. I shall,let yon Know in 
a later .report, 

.them together ag • j notiQe that each time 

f nouoe ?ha? the Slotlm factions a jllttle less perfeetly than 
hflfore 1 believe there is enough reserve to last for ye s, 
i«ite of the constant on-slaughts, but one never Huows, 

aid nTtMnfo^ 4one to hloo^the^slauKhts^sinoe^a 6. 

ImX! fortLJtslyf we ourrently direoted. as usual, aginst 
her brothers. ■ 

I Bleep pretty well these days, hut with thejiadam m 

the times correctly, - if not before, and as 

always £££ S snoh^oases, 0 the*swing downard (downward) is 
foZJaSlad hy waves of religious revivals. (#w) 


Hunt Oammie thinks it would be a great thing if it could be 
put over. Apparantly no one has ever thought of it before, 
and even though it might not work, it will do no harm to try, - 
and even though it failes^it is bound to make old Rosenwald 
conscious of the faot that there are a few side lights to 
the racial problem that could employ a few more headaches for the 
Board, .arid if, by some miraole, the thing could be established, 
a whole flook of young people oould get some education, otherwise 
denied them, and armed with a little more understanding than would 
otherwise *be their lot, their lives in .years to come, - and their 
children's lives, might be the happier if education thus achieved, 
would give them some extra munition to cope with their better adjust 
ment to the world in whioh they find themselves. And that would 
be the important thing, o.f course. 

I apologize for rattling along at such a great rate on a 
subjeot whioh must of necessity be but of secondary interest, - 
if interest at all, to yon. *nd yet I have a feeling on the 
other hand, that all these ourious little sidelights on the vaster 
problem of raoial relations may hold a few faint glimmerings of 
interest, and even at the chance to boring you, it is a great 
pleasure to share suoh subjects with you. • 

... , • . { ; 1C ' •' « '* ^ v '' v 

*nd as a post script to all this, I must confess to you that 
for the most part, the mulattoes interest me much less than the 
negroes. Still, I oannot be unmindful of the very speoial 
consideration due this peculiar situation in whioh the mulatto 
finds himself, and,I most certainly would be terribly selfish if 
I should let an opportunity slip by wherein there is an element for 
the advancement of theseraoially unfortunate people. 
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With this in mind, I am giving thought again to the 
Chase diary, , following the last war, old Ceoile Lux de Mills 
made The Sign of the Gross, “being the life of Jesus, as 
I recall, - to meet that religious resurgenoe. It seems to 
me the Chase diary provides an all-^erioan religious theme which 
might suit the de Mille purposes to a "T", were i able to 
contact him. 

I think 1 have mentioned before that old *hase, the 
poor preacher who married the wealthy daughter of John ^enderson, 
lived .in almost feudal lavishness at Mantua, - while not engaged 
in chasing all over Mississippi, louisianna, Texas and Heaven 
knows where all, as agent of The Bible Society, contacting 
all kinds of people, having all sorts of thrilling experiences, 
and ending up by living at elegant Mantua auring the war, where 
he went through all the miseries that the followers of Jesus 
experienced on a different scale, 

With de Mille's-known weakness for 19th century stuff 
in America, and his flight into the religious on occasion, 
it seems to me this medium should be perfect. Now, the 
problems involved in the case, in part, are these; - 

How to get the stuff out of the diary, - the stuff suitable 
for a movie script? 

*nd that accomplished, how to get hold of de Mille'8 ear? 

•through -Ur. Miller 1 might contact one of his secretaries, 
ene Mr. ^arr^s, - and i think ^ shall start that way first. 

£'or some reason, which I know not, I feel 1 should hold off 
turning the manuscript over to anyone to extraot the stuff from 
it without me, - which may be pretentious on my pai;t, but 
frankly 1 have that Reeling. Then, too, isn t it wiser to 
get the notes I have in mind as an intregal part of the diary 
before attempting to submit it for consideration, sinoe that 
would give me additional claim on the material? and,now 
that the -tress isn't functioning, would it be .wise to try to 
get the Bible Story printed for copyright, - before doing 
anything by way of gesture toward Hollywood, - and if Yes is 
the answer, then the time element would be considerable before 
the idea could be presented, and the propitious moment lost. 

I rattle off these ideas as I write, without giving them 
thought, and were you knx here, we would dlsouss the problems 
and either pitch in or shelve the thing . In the mean time, 

I would ask your opinion on one point; Ho you think I am 
wxix right in withholding the manuscript from any collaborator 
at the moment until I think the thing through further, or would 
you think it better to dump the thing into a collaborators lap, 
or might there ‘be a worth-while wait to see what old Hosenwald 
does, so that perhaps 1 might employ “r, ^artin to assist or 
some such.-*s always, your opinion will be greatly weloomed... 
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January 18th, 1945. 


i ; ; - >, * r v» ' v **'- v w " 

Memorandum to Clipping Servioe; * 

A report to hand, and a thousand thanks for the detailed 
aooounus of a dozen subjects. 

It was oertainly kind of you to take so much personal 
interest in calling on the agents concerning 5 • 

It seems trite to me, and yet perhaps a forward should 
be inserted to explain that item. 

The agency is at least the second or third point of origin 
to express the opinion that the little book is too ® limited 
W itl appea. Oertainly those people-.ought to too. :nor. 
about such things than 1. ,*or myself, :however, I feel thi*1. 
the thing is designed especially for the average reader. I 
floors me when on! or the other has remarked upon its religious 
appeal, for I cannot see that at all. 

If I understand the little story at all, it :is designed 
tn illustrate the extreme intelligence of an untutored 
youth in his first enpounter with the dominant 4 

sooiety.. Possessed of little or nothing sate native wit and 
a diSkof playing cards, the boy suddenly discovers, when oon- 
, v v +-v, Q Mavor that organized sooiety in that particular 

oltf has put a SJX"i' Cds. To avoid loosing his chief and 
Perhaps only stook in trade, the boy oleverly converts hie 
gambling paraphanalia into something quite the opposite,- 
6 a symbol of the Holy Book, and the Mayor is so convinced by 
the 8 cleverness of the youth that he realizes he will get along 
alright where ever he may find himself, and sums up his 
oAm-tffition bv sayings "You is free born", - meaning, it seems 
to me, that^any one so m smart as such a youth needs no laws 
to either assist or hinder. 

Mr.™ 4 -vio* is what I cet out of the story, and possibly I 
have read’some thin^lnto^i t that isn’t theM. But if jm *«d 
it along those lines, then 1 am quite sure that at least two 
of us are at a loss to find anything religious about the thing. 
After all in quoting from the Scriptures, the boy is merely 
demonstrating his ability to adjust himself to, a new problem 

° ' t . 1 . •* ' r. ,» ' ~ I I* ' ; i . I si J - V • 1 •« 

(over) 
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There is a slight interruption of approximately 24 
hours between this side of the page and the foregoing, and 
I resume this report at 4 a.m. - 

Mr. Bachelier oame in yesterday morning as I was writing 
and from that point on, the day got completely out of hand. 

By noon, the Madam was in bed with indigestion where she 
remained^the balance of the day, her physician coming to 
see her at nine o'clock last night, -during the afternoon, 

Mrs, Band drove up from Alexandria with one of her sons and his 
wife. It was good to have a couple of ladies about the place 
to lend a hand, for although with one arm broken, Mrs, Rand 
can do more for the Madam than half a dozen other women 

I can't recall if 1 referred to your unsuccessful attempt 
to contact la belle ^elene. I had a note from Sssae Mae, - or 
rather the Madam had one Monday, in whioh she remarked she had 
recently heard from the same lady who was now up to her ears 
in some January list or other, I am hoping your.next go-round 
will strike no Similar obstacles, although I can readily 
appreciate your disappointment in this oase, since your 
opportunities to get down town are so infrequent, 

* « 

Prom where I sit* it appears that I shall take to the big 
road on Thursday.next, although there is a chance that it may 
be a day or two later. According to the latest news, the 
General speaks at Baton *ouge on Monday, the 29th, in whioh 
case, he may or may not come here first, and in the event 
he does not, it is said a car will be.sent from here to pick him 
up after the speech before he crawls bacfc into his bomber and 
returns to Washington. Such flying up and down the road would 
of course afford me an excellent opportunity to travel more 
conveniently than by public conveyance, and at the same time 
I may find an opportunity touchat with him, too, which should 
prove quite interesting, for it is my understanding he recently 
spent some time in Warm Springs with Mr. Big, and his impressions 
of that personality might be worth hearing. 

This morning I am hitting off.a few licks a little 
earlier than is my ouBtom, - haying fallen behind in some 
respeotB during Mr. Baohelier's visit, and at the same time, 
running iqto some extra pieces of out-going stuff, sinoe the 
Madam hasn t written any letters sinoe before Deo, 26th, I 
. think, and 1 must get some off in her behalf, Then, too, I have 
a couple of ideas I,want to rattle around a little,,too, and thus 
the day starts, - and it's good to start it thus. I 
enclose a recent letter of no especial interest, I think, but 
thought there might be elements in it to keep you posted. 

I'll be taking pen in hand again shortly, and in the mean time 
thanks no end for your grand report to hand.. 








I 
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1 nJ 

Tuesday at 6 a.m. 

« 



Memorandum for Clipping Berviae: 

Thanks m^ch for the report whixh came to hand in the 
last post. < • < < 

I respond but with a leisurely gait, having a blister on the end 
of the middle finger of my left hand which slows up hammering on 
this keyboard, . 

The enclosures may be disposed of, as I do not need either of 
them. The Haygood item is merely a form letter, of course, but 
I like to keep you informed, even to that extent. 

t ’ ■ * « - ' - 

The feBdgs indigestion which put- the Madam in the bed last 
week, has eased, and yesterday she spent most of the day on her sofa. 

She. does not come down stairs as yet. 

» • t 

It now appears I shall leave:here on Thursday, the 26th, as 
planned. That will .enable me to ride down to Baton Rouge in the 
morning, instead of arriving there at 9 p.m., - which is ever so 
much better, - if it works. One seldom-can count on tentative 
schedules at this place. There is a meeting there requriring the 
presence of the son, - u,, « who runs this plantation, - and 
a flock of others, at the moment he is in Memphis, but may return 
here Wednesday, and depart Thursday. The General isscheduled to speak 
there on Modnay or Tuewaay, and may pass back this way, but I shall 
, not contact him while there,*since I have things to do, and because 
I think I shall run up to Natchez on my way back. 

t 

.1 have nothing on the docket for that place at the moment, but 
I think it a good opportunity to do some "fence building", and 
I should ever so much like to see Mr. Martin on several counts, not the 
least of which is his acquaintance with the Ghase family from way ba 
back when, and because, - should old Mr. Rosentald come through, 

Mr. “^artin might be able to assist me much in a flock of things. 

• ~ t 

AS I write these lines, however, I discover an idea begins 
running about in my head. I know nothing about the Bible Society, 
of which Benjamin Jhase was suoha a distinguished early member and 
pioneer in the Great Southwest. I believe, however, that this organize 
, tion is still very much alive and extremely wealthy. I believe they 
publish Bibles by the billion,,and that Mrs. George Kelly of Melrose, 
in Natchez, is of the family dominating the production of that commodity. 
I shall run out to Melrose while in Natchez and get some particulars. 

It is possible that The Bible Society, on learning of the existence 
of theGhase manuscript, might welcome an opportunity to bring 












From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, M-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill, 

PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


1089 


it out, as a precious documentary history of th inception of 
the Bible from Alabama westweqrd trhough Texas, With appropriate 
notes, the thing could be copyrighted, and once in book form, the 
script might more Readily be submitted to old ^r. de Mille. 

Well, I am glaa I thought of that angle. Perhaps the Natchez 
trip will hold something aside from fence building. 

I have had a preliminary get together with some of the 
more civic minded mulattoes, ana we are getting some rought figures 
together relative to students, teachers, etc., that would benefit by 
a school at Melrose, should old Rosenwald be in a mood. This seems 
a little pr mature, and yet with la Haygood threatening to pass this 
way At Easter time, it may be well to get particulars in hand as 
soon as possible, - so in case......... 

I shall write little more this morning, as it seems to go rather 
slowly, what with the mechanioal handioap and I must drop Jam?s and 
Sssae Mae lines this morning, as well as a flock of notes for the 
Madam to this one and that one, before seven o'clock, when I 
expect to do much gardening, - transplanting camelias, cutting down 
trees, planted too close together at some time a decade ago. For 
the axe department, 1 shall have that genius in that specialty, - one 
Mitchell u allien, a kind of ebony Gary ^ooper, whose family is all 
light-light in coloring, but who, for himself, reverted to Mendlism 
and in spite of’his straight hair, is much too deep a chocolate to 
do anything but embarrass and remind his family, - through ( sheer coloring 
of their negroid ance’story. I think I have spoken to you of Mitchell 
before. He has that remarkable 6th sense with an axe which Babe Ruth 
had with a baseball bat. One lick at a tree, and the thing 
strata quivering. With a great block of wood, on which the 
average person would spend hours whacking away at it to no par¬ 
ticular purpose, Mitchell needs take but one swing at the thing, 
and clop the whole thing is shattered. Chinese magnolias, red buds, 
crepe myrtles, etc., are marked for destryotion this morning. They 
are large items wflich are ruining splendid grandiflora magnolias, and 
accordingly must give way in order that the latter may survive. 

For transplanting there are other negroes. I welcome this outdoor 
exercise' and t e association it provides and the physical tired¬ 
ness that follows. 

During Mr. Bachelier's recent visit, I had a good opportunity 
to learn much from him, - an expert on plant life. He usually came 
by this house at 6 a.m., and we spent the day together working in 
the gardens. It wasn't very conducive tp correspondence, but 
it was certainly helpful in the horticulrual department, Eventually 
I am hoping to be able to put some pf this instruction to* work 
on a few acres at Meade Villa. Prom what I have seen of the place, 

I should say off hand that camelias,,gardenias ana roBes ought to do 
especially well in that neighborhood and soil and terrain. We 
shall see.... 




Will speak of other points in your letter in & subsequent note, 
pictures for w lemenoe and all.... 


fl should be back about the 3rd of February. General nenry is 1090 
flying down on Saturday, and that will bridge my absence for 
the ^adara) 


January £4th, 1946, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service:* 

t 

Thanks so much for your report which cam to hand in 
the last mail. I shall respond immediately to the several 
points as they come to mind, for being pressed for time, I may 
have to break off before I cover as much as I should like 

tol 

It was sweet of you to scout the idea of acquiring the 
Chase manuscript in the original. As it is prized by its 
owner as a family heirloom, I think acquisition would not be 
possible at a fair figure. ‘When the transcript was being made, 

I anticipated the possibility of using it in part or in toto, and 
accordingly wrote the owner, asking if I might use it either 
in part or in its entirity. My letter was somehow delayed in 
transit, and when the response oame through, - in care of 
Mr. Martin it wafe included with a batoh of other particulars, - 
Mr. Martin being*a relative, - and it chanced that the letter, 
granting use of the manuscript in any way I saw fit, was not 
signed. I think this letter, however, is sufficient to hold off 
any claims on the part of the present owner, for it is mp 
belief that he does not*realize he did not sign it, and therefore, 
knowing that permission has been granted, will not think of 
making any objection. f , 

« I n the event that I should be able to interest the Bible 
Society in a portion of the manuscript, I think I could readily get 
another expression of approval from the present Mr. Ghase without 
any difficulty whatsoever. 

t - ' v * . ici 

There is a great deal of extraeneous material in the manuscript 
as the old man was ultra religious, and frequently went into great 
detail as to what he ought to be thankful for, especially in times 
of great physioal pain, since, according to him, God was 
honoring him by persecutions in order that when freed from them, he 
might the more fully appreciate his blessings, etc., etc. ad 
infinitum. Much of that is very dull, of course, and would of 
necessity have to be eliminated; 

In seeing Mr. Martin early next week, I shall further explore 
the possibility of'acquiring the original manuscript, however, 
with a view to getting a rough idea as to the price at which it 
might be secured, - if, indeed ; it is available. 

(over. 
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I enclose a letter from Mary Rhoades, who lives on Roane's 
town property. Her husband, Herbert, was with the Miso. River 
commission for a number of years and knows a lot about land in 
the Vicksburg-Natahez region, - and he is nice. Hardening of the 
arteries has foroed him to retire, M a ry has written some short 
stories for Liberty or ‘-Olliers,. and is currently working on a book 
about fhe “merican ^ilBama. *>he has frequently sought my opinion 
on various points, I urge her to finish the manuscript, approaohing 
the problem, not from the usual tragedy angle, but for once present! 
ting a case in which the thing turns out happily for everyone con¬ 
cerned, It seems to me that too much has been written abou the 
unfortunate angles. After all, people of different races must 
have married sometimes without any great tragedy eventuating, and 
probably played out their lives with about as muoh satisfaction to 
themselves as most people are allotted, I think a book on such 
a plane would be refreshing and if well done, full of lots of 
hope for vasts sections of readers who are forever "viewing with 
alarm" or shedding tears of despair,* 


I was so interested in the clipping from Madam Roosevelt's 
My Day. 1 had not heard of the sooiety which she mentioned and 
should like to know more about it. I am writing for particulars. 

_Certainly the points she made were convincing, - the need for 
education not being oonflned to the schoolroom, eto. 

• - . * 

Muoh to people's amazement, - and particularly to Caroline 
mormon, I have sometimes expressed myself as believing that the 
ultimate solution of the racial problem, - the world over - is 
the gradual absorption of the various distinctive raoes into one 
strain. It knocks anti-negro believers down, - they are outraged, 
in fact, and yet, I must say, that a mixture of the pure strains 
seems ( to be the most logical thing in the world. After all 
I oan t see how any particular raoe thinks it has a corner on 
all the cardinal virtues! Personally I enjoy oontaoting people 
representing-a more or less pure racial status, but as the world get 
smaller and the people move into closer contact and equality I can 
not see any other eventuality than that the striok lines will dissolve 
^ mingled that race consciousness will eventually evaporate 
But that is something for future generations, and not for us to 
go into a big flurry about. 

In passing, i. must remark that I am not infrequently amused 
when Be&r *n oldster orate upon the glories of racial purities - 
damning the mulatto, the while, whereas in reality, members of * 
that same individual’s family hdve united in marriage with Semites 
and ®fter producing children, have naturally broken down those * 
raoial lines, so vaunted by the oldster, who, without thinking at>ol 

?t P Ji e nti he Vir ? U ? 8 of facial mixture to his own family, but^lamns 
it in other raoial combinations. 8 



contiued on back of enclosure. 
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t' j • ■ s/I - Monday -blue 

• *5** -L 1 X- *' , a/» JOTR a *lHO H I 

Doer FrenooisiV - ;X0 i t OJ W'T . hi > -jfi* 

• v ' ■ f • - i. • 1 V' A ‘ ’ * V A V ' \ \ - 0 ‘ 4 *-• 

You have us all in a dither, wondering what has happened to you, picturing 
the victim of all sorts of interesting and .otherwise maladies. Cant you drop 
us a line and set our minds at rest, at least? Every few days, from one plaoe 
or another, it's "What's become of FTanoois? Have you heard from him?" So 
loosen up on postage, and in oase you've already been wafted to your heavenly 
reward, at least try to "get through" a spiritual oommunicationl 


All is about the same on Ravenna. Alice has come and gone, without quite so 

° ‘ t . ^ U A X ' j ^ j X. X. 

many parties and so much fanfare as usual, ,and Hie rest of us are quiet as before. 

♦ • ' ’ * - . J - - « ' • - j . 

Brent has been sent to Nebraska, and little Roane is poised for fligit in pursuit, 
leaving Lalie to grandmother to her heart's oontent. The Little House, sad to say, 

e l11 \ A * ■ ' -* • ‘ I, • A , * *• A. *• - i, 

is in complete confusion, its last stage being definitely woose then its first. 

However, things are gradually being done, and some day,perhaps the Maharanee of 

... 

Beverly will recline in glorious indolence upon her iokqy ay. (I do wish someone 
wb» decide once and for.all how that darnbd thing is spelled. I get into a tizzy 
over it every time it comes up and never, oan make up my mind to anything positive.) 

The book is progressing by infinitesimal degrees - progress, if any, being soaroely 

I 0 • ^ A A 4vi UVJ'V Iv J A1W 

perceptible. In fact, I think I go backward abou^ as muoh as forward. And most 
of the time I am overcome .by the futility of my effor-f and Hie presumption involved 
in making it at all. So you see I'm badly in need of your rfsssuranoe as ±k to 
its vital imporjbanoel (Of which it hasnt any, as Ferriday would say.) 

The Big Bad Wolf is very quie$ .^d, harmless and dirty, Ferriday is bubbling with oil 
as usual, being sober temporarily. Roane is dashing about to beauty parlors, also 
as usual, and fretting at the delays on the Little House. And I am getting back to 
the grind right this minute, and hoping meantime, that you really are not ill, and 
that we hear from you eoon. As ever. 






1 


From 


the Francois Mignon Papers. fH-5889 


in Che Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1093 


I make the most of this sheet, sinoe a third one might 
be rather too fat for regualr postage. 

The big bad wolf referred to in the letter on the revers 
is * k oan's brother, Jim ^'leaning. 

A 'he house referred to is a small one on Beverly which has 
been fixed up for pionios, etc, 

c 1 ‘ 4 •* 

Of course you know -c’erriday's identity, and Brent is the 
husband of ^aone's niece, 

Alioe, of course, is Alice Walworth, - and d can't recall 
if there are other characters, but if so, they are probably 

minor, 

It is sweet of you to think of Gleraenoe in regard to 
illustrations that might serve her. She would welcome seeing them 
as she probably has never had an opportunity to see pictures at 
all, save the few hanging hereabouts, -“’or a while, - until 
she got a definite start, I thought it well to let her work out 
a mode of self expression. How that thfrt is definitely established 
I think it would give her a flock of ideas, and even though she raigh 
might copy some at first, - a la rf an Gogh, in the e»d she will 
hit her own method, now that it is definitely established. 

She was delighted when 1 scouted the idea to her, and 
will be grateful inueed. 

t 4 an r + f X Ai'f'T D r hr ,4 tirf 4 •**/<«a rC9 Jk > r a , 

- * • * -* i e J - .. .j icii Jb i> *<3 

I was amused at what you had to say regarding la Grignan. 

I oan just about picture her letters. Bong has she worked her 
espeioal victim with the theory that everyone is the world was 
jealous of her, and for 30 years has put that over, and will go 
on doing so, now that the mind is sagging a bit. In reality, 
no one is.jealous of her or ever was, but on the other hand, every 
one is disgusted the way she wilfully wrecks her victim just to 
satisfy her own frightfully selfish ends. 

--- doming baok to ola Mr-,. -haaa, * if old Mr. Rosenwala comes 

through, * shall be able to spend quite a bit of time in 
JUatohez, where I shall work on the item in question with 
Mr. -Martin. At the same time, I want to work with him 
on the Bcrapbook iteda too. wr$ Martin will be splendid for 
the ^hase material, as his sister married Mr. Phase's son, and 
accordingly all particulars regarding the family, - invaluable 
for annotations, is at his f hger tips. 

’Veil, tomorrow I must go, and so there will be a break. 

I am so glad you are going to have a little time all by yourself, 
and mav *hioago not hurry to get> beck to Hew York. At 
Meade ^illa, 1 shall not be alone, for together we shall in spirit 
explore a couple of tomorrows. 


N UY 
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February 5th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service 

Home again and delighted withal to be within touch of a 
typewriter! pittiug me in touch with ell that really matters. 

' ’ Ihe trip turned out entirely different 1*“ ”£at « orlgin.lly 
before 

unforeseen oirrumstances that came to the surfaoe while 
traveling up and down the Mississippi Valley. 

James has been hidden to Oklahoma for a conference on several 
point. TUs ls to transpire withlm the art* two or three .e.W. 
t hfli i ftva I suggested he take the Fabulous 5B with him to ten 
the! Shat that item Is about in the event they should not understand 
it any more than others who have seen it. 

‘ Ihe Scrapbook is the t*pe of thing they might do nicely, but 
I have reoo mended that that be forwar|ed to Bpbs-Merrill without 
delay, feeling thirt if they are interested, it might be well 
have a couple of things cooking outside Oklahoma. 

Ihe latter institution wrote a very flattering letter about 
the text of one of the folk lore things, ensB9Bting ■° ertai “ , tAT . 

phnncas but remarking at the same time that with these slight altera 
tions it might wall bid to be one' of the more interesting publications 
thl year, - they referred to is as “Probably an American Aesop”. 

I had a good evening with iSssae Mae. James was invited, as was 
Miss 0. 's secretary and one of her ohief lieutenants, whan Mr. pe 
had known in Conoordia Parish for a number of years. For the 
most par?, 2r.£?pes sat on their siue of the drawing room while 

Madam Eseae Mae and 1 held down a sofa °PPOfJj£' ^ssible'* 
we had a long chat, for the most part exploring the possible 
moves to be made relative to the department of documents, eto. 

The soaial bond was oemented and I think we made reasonable pro 6 - 
on the pet projeot. Nothing oonoreto is possible at the moment, 
but there is satisfaction to know things are stewing. 

(over) 






I 




I 
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On my r turn from ^atohez, I was delighted to discover that 
one of my friends, - Jaak *elso,whose real name is Vernon, 

Williams, - had procured some Chinese or Peikin geese from 
Minnesota. Jack is a swell guy, tall, thin ,and more suggests 
a ooooa rendition of Tut-ank-ahem, - or however, than anyone x oan 
think of. He has three or four children, - one or two of horn are 
distrubingly light, although •'ack is more or less negro think. 

Jaak has had in mind to do someth ng about Chinese geese for ever 
so long for they are pretty and look more like swan than any other 
type of’goose. They lay eggs with abandon, usually three times 
as many as they oan hatch, and b think aok hopes that I oan 
get some of my fine feathered friends to interest themselves in his 
porduct. I think 1 can. I might say in passing that the kinase 
goose has a curious little cround comb on the top of his head whioh 
somehow suggests a orown, and accordingly looks almost twice as 
royal • if not as regal as a swan. Jaak is taking care of the £,eense, 
having made a pen ;for them that gives on -ane River but restrains 
trem from wandering afield, and already he envisions crossing 
the Cine8e geese with the African grays, - in order to get something 
that will be mulatto in sveltness but enormous in weight. I am supposed 
to be a silent parneter in all this .business, and it will certainly 
be a pleasure for me to recommend them to suoh people as the Hands 
of Alexandria who have a oamp on Catahoula Lake, and to people 
in Hatohez who really ought to have something rand that floats on 

the water and nicely balances the eleganoe of their imposing 
porticoes. 

On returning here, 1 was delighted to disoover that the 
Madam was ever so much improved, I think Stephen's visit gave her 
a new lease on life, and I am providing her with plenty of stuff 
to look into, - by way of old papers and things, whioh will take 
up the slack time whioh weighs heavily upon her otherwise. She 
remains upstairs, whioh is as well for the moment. 

While in Letohez, I also ran aoross several manuscripts of 
a contemporary vintage which dealt with the general race question, out 
which approaches it in a slightly different angle and with a much 
more positve view point. These are of merit, have received approbation 
by good houses. - Atlantia monthly JSditor, eto. , but have not gone 

* ® f A 1 _i Vi All on O M liio a 1 1 A OV1 


In Natchez,’ I had three prolonged sittings with Miss Nellie 
Brandon. I had hoped that she might get out to "‘’eade Villa with me, 
but her heart was noting up and she wasn't able to get out of doors. 
Naturally x went out by myself and did a lot of looking around. 

I liked the place ever so much, and saw it through re-oonstructed 
plans. The little bayou to the right of the house holds a lot 
of possibilities, and the 40 acres behind the house promises muoh. 

The oil business in that particular area is dying out, 1 believe, 
so that eventually prices on real estate will return to .normal. - I had 
somewhat forgotten the two story brick kitchen behind the house, - 
formerly ooneoted with the main bouse by covered gallery. I 
liked that so much, even though it was in imperfect condition. All 
in all, my opinion was confirmed that it will certainly be a 
delicious place, although at the moment it does seem a little 
barren. I have made tip my mind that what it needs most is magnolias, 
live oaks, oamelias, gardenias and butterfly lilies, and once some 
of those things get going,‘it will really be a hermitage of delight. 

V - 4. . ' 1 • t .*• 

I ran out to see Miss Myra one afternoon. She waB on the 
verge of putting in a lot of camelias and wanted my advise. I was 
glad I went when L did. The holes were all dug, but they 
were re-filled, and A laid out a formal gardenia garden and- 
a oemelia garden whiGh I think is going to be quite nice; 

I remained for supper, walking back to town at 9 p.m., 
declining her expressed wish that 1 would let her drive me in. 

Back in town, 1 listened to some very interesting manuscripts 
whioh gave me a couple of swell ideas for subsequent use in a manner 
I shall touch upon later. 

Old Mi88 °orinne Henderson's siBter, Mrs, Florence ^elly, - 
no kin to the -^elrose kellys, - gave me some valuable papers on 
Carmel ^huroh, - hard by Mantua, • and they contain some very pertinent 
particulars regarding the ante bellum aspeot of the neighborhood, - 
the various aommuniaatts of Carmel, - both white and colored, in 
pre confederate days, and all this with other items I pioked up 
further convinces me that’ the Chase Diary is really going to do some 
things for us 1 . 

In b a ton Houe, ^iss Culver told me of a lady whb does some things 
for Life, who is currently inSouth A, ouisienna, but who plans to 
visit her the latter part of this month. u estiantly she asked if i 
thought she might bring her to Melrose. I said By All Means, - for 
I shall get her to do the mulatto department, - which should be good 
for the Rosenwald department, - and x shall let"her "discover" 

Clemence, whioh will do no harm, and might lend some publicity to 
her illustrations in the Oklahoma program, should she be struok by 
her form of expression. 
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Chioago, once other matter X hae In mind are out of the way. 

At the same time, - tha,t is w,hile in Hatohez, I found 
some one to do some very difficult work, for me in the line of 
a short story which unravelled in my mind as L whisked through 
St,. Catherine’s street, - the negro street of "atohez. I have 
an idea for a short story which 1 cannot, - thanks to physical 
drawbacks, hit off by myself, and so I am toying with the .idea of 
getting a strong arm in that neighborhood to assist me in the matter. 
I am doing a rough outline within a day ,or two, and sending it along 
to be filled in and expanded. I think thb idea a good one, and shall 
pass it along to you in a subsequent report, 

Naturally 1 am pressed for time at the moment, what with a 
lot of things jammed up here during my absence. But i did want 
you to have this preliminary report immediately, even though it be 
sketchy, and I shall take up individual points at later sittings. 

In fine, the w, S. U. Press affair is temporarily out of 
consideration for this season. It did give me an opportunity 
to cover several other matter® with the i embers of the staff not 
down sick, and the, knowledge of their opinions and wants will offer 

me rauoh when I get hold of Mr. Martin a little later in the tipring, I 

hope. 

• 

As soon as I know about la belle Elver's intention to head this 

way with the -aife Department, I shall then formulate my plans for 

touching at ^atchez again to further some of the projects to hand. 

I reckon that might be in ^aroh, - say about the middle, or ossibly 
the last of the mopth of Maroh. . 

In the mean, time I am going ahead as best I can, accumulating 
the stuff at hand, so that 1 may have it at my finger tips when 
an opportunity presents itself. 

I am sorry A i.oame home with nothing more oonorete than A did, 
but A find that the contacts I muae, both personal and mental, 
are likely to serv.e us wpll, and so, from that point of view, the 
money was well invested. 

.. " f 

I must fold this up at this point and get it going. But not 
before saying how graceful A am for the opportunity of having made 
the round, and now that I am, back, for the opportunity of 
establishing the contact again via post that means so muoh. 


February 6th, 1946, 


Memorandum for Clipping Servicej 

I am certainly ashamed of myself for letting so 
much time go by since my last report. 

As a matter of faot, the gardening department got' 
out of hand, and as three or four dusky gardeners are 
awaiting words of wisdom and direction from me, in tne 
Madam s remote situation in her room, I have given more 
attention to the trimming,•cutting, transplanting, etc., 
than to setting down the conversations I have been holding 
in my mind with one who is no doubt catching the remarks, 
even they be but of a spiritual nature. 

, I haven't done any correspondence for myself since 
my return, save the one report sent forward a day or two ago. 

There were a few "must" letters of a business nature for 
the Madam, but they represent the sum and substanoe of 
my efforts on this keyboard. 

Lots of times I would gladly have deserted the gardens 
for the typewriter, but sometimes, when trimming and 
fixing be-olouds the understanding of the actual workers, 

I am unable to do muoh concentrating on any line, save the 
Chinese magnolia or crepe myrtle front. Yesterday I started 
a report, but before A had done the first paragraph A was 
interrupted and discovered, on inspection, that one of 
the helpers, - expert in trimming a crepe myrtle down to 
nothing, - which is usually not harmful to the tree, - for 
the bushes at the top put out flowers proportionately large 
in size as the size of the limbs are reduoed, - had mistaken 
a persimmon tree for a crepe myrtle, and had whittled it 
down to about nothing. • 

, Well,- that is that, but shall be able to get baok 
to correspondence shortly wiuhout the disturbing element of 
wonder hanging over me as I desert one job in the open for 
the blessings that ome with communion with one who matter*. 

(Over) 



I 
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During my lousy stay in Natchez, I found no time to 
accept an invitation to chioken dinner at -Bedford lantation, 
near Cannonsburg, with friends there who had invited Mr. and 
Mrs. Audley'^onnei and me to break bread with them. 

Cannosburg is to the North -^ast of "atchez, - possibly 15 miles, 
and the lady who invited us is the granddaughter of ■‘•homas 
Hall, one time overseer for the Estate of Stephen 
Minor of w onoord, - and later Planter in his own right, - 
that is ^r. ^all. You may recall that it was he, - 
extremely intelligent but not very learned in books, who 
recognized the t extraordinary birlliance of mind in Sargent 
Prentiss, and who provided him the moeny to study law. B. 

L. vi. Wailes reported Mr. Hall as the "finest planter in 
Adams viounty in 1856". 

fell,'all this, and merely to say that although I 
didn't go out with the Sheriff, I did drop by to see him 
fdf a moment at his office in the Court House, and wnile 
there he told me a rather amusing story of what had 
Come to his attention at Christmas time. 

It seems that a few days before the k6th of -December, 
a colored gentleman, living: in the St. Catherine Street 
locality, had several times attempted to call on a 
colored lady in the neighborhood who had refused to let him 
come in to call, although he had frequently knocked on 
her door, Finally, on vihristnias Eve, and dressed in 
his -unday clothes, he decided to surprise the lady, and 
accordingly climbed to her roof top by some means and 
let himself down her ohimney. His progress was orderly 
at first, for he descended slowly by pressing his knees against 
the sideg of the chimeny, supplementing the support of 
his weight by pressing his hands, against the sieves of the 
chimney, too. 

About half way down/" it developed that the chimney 
got sMaller, and the first thing the oolored gentleman knew, 
he was wedged in, and couldn't get eityer down or up. 

He accordingly begand sareaming and yelling, and the lady 
in the house, hearing the noicee, peaked up the chimney, 
saw his feet, and thought she would teach him a lessen by 
starting a big old smokey fire in the fireplace., Well, 
with the ohimney stopped up, the billows of sml)ke did not 
go up, but rather came out into hperoom, and befor she 
knew it, she had to fly out doors. 

Mad, and deter ined to teach the gentleman a lessen, 
she telephoned the Sheriff, whose arrival, with deputies, 
b ought forth aoaens of colored neighbors. 
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But the ^her-iff could neither reaoh the man from 
the top of the chimney, nor getting get anything up 
from the bottom to push him out. It looked as though the 
chimney would have to be torn down, when someone thought 
of summoning the Fired Department, The arrival of the engines 
- swelled the number- of colored on-lookers to hundreds, 

Eventually a long poll with a bis hook on the end, grappled 
with the collar of the gentleman 7 s coat, and with great 
trouble, he was hauled up out of his wedged situation. 

Naturally, all this delighted the colored folks, and 
roars of applause whsn went up from the orowds. 

audley admonished the man for- attempting unlawful 
entry, but the gentleman explained that he merely 
"wanted to play Biteta v»iau8to the lady". 

As -“udley put it: - "Now what can you do with a 
man like that? Besides, figured that the imposing 
audience would effeot much more influence on the man 
than any arrest that A might carry out." 

**nd so-he advised the intruded against a repeti tion, and 
returned home. A couple of weeks later, he saw the 
man of the street. A he latter came up to him and said: 

"Mr. -heriff Boss, I sure had to git out of that 
there ot. Catherine Street place, -Everytime on Saturday 
night when I’d try to go to the saloon to spend a nice 
even ng, everytime I’d stick my head in the place, all 
the folks would just roar at me and made me so shame faced, 

I'just jus' took my stuff and moved to another place as far away 
from them all as T could git." 

.*nd that's all of that enaless tale, which isn't vety 
funny, but rather nice, I think, especially as it gives 
you some idea of -uudley and why the negroes say that if 
they could only vote and Mr. ^udley would only run for 
Governor, they sura would put him in the Office of Governor. 

The “adam continues to bend, - or rather mend, but 
slowly. 

She was delighted to have your nioe letter in yesterday's 
post, and was of course glad that you liked the shawl so much. 

The i clippings meant a lot to her, too, and the colored 
cotton item from Hussia pleased her no end. Realizing how 
busy you are, she seems quit accustomed to thinking that 
letters are difficult to write, and therefore never seems to 
realize that ones not addressed to her come this way. 
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I had one or two letters of interest, but seem 
to have misplaced them momentarily so I shall merely 
enclose a couple of no interest, save for the flavor of 
how things run in the post when nothing muc^h is stirring. 

r'he one from Joe u enry, as I reoall, is of no interest, 
and the one from Caroline is merely interesting as being 
typical. ' If you will destroy them both, it will be alright 
as I don't need them. 

• « • • • r % * ’ 

a letter from General Stephen's aid to the Madam 
refers to a letter I wrote him some months ago, and 
says he is aving it forever as a fine example of something 
or other. It is curious, but I don't reoall that I did 
more than mention the state of the Madam's health, but 
I probably made a couple of errors that made the thing 
curious. I am supposed to knock off three letters to 
wandering henrys today, but x shall never make it, - nor 
shall I get this in the mail, unless I fly right now. 

i'here is so much to be wtitten, - to be dismissed, kx 
that 1 am praying for a rain to knock gardening out of commission 
so we can get on with more important things. 
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February 10th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Ssvice; « 

l «-> f v 

It's a curious thing, but I am still a little off center 
from surprise that L. 6. u. Press didn't lay hold firmly on 
the Lorapbook. I guess I must have mistaken fames' report 
as to the first reaotion on the part of the ^resident of the 
Board as something that was almost an accomplished fact. * 

A determination to bring the thing into publication has 
impelled me to reoommend that it go forward immediately to 
Bobs Merrill, and shipment of the manuscript has already been 
made. Several other items will be submitted to Oklahoma when 
James runs up there later in the month, - I imagine about the 
15th or «0th. 

It occurs to me that in line with the manuscripts by others 
who have written things on the negro whioh, for some reason, 
might not be subscribed to by a publisher, unless w under¬ 
written by old “r. riosenwald, it might be a good idea to have 
some of the items, as illustrated by ^lemenoe, wrapped up 
neatly in cellophane when la u aygood arrives at this point. 

I think 1 shall write •'araes today, asking him to send some 
of these manuscripts so that i may oasually toss these into 
the lady's lap when she arrive*. 

« « 

As much might be said for the data on the Prinoe of Jallon 
and Bliaa Greenfield, - "the Black Swan". I enumerate all these 
things, not so much by way of -reporting something new, as to 
keep you abreast with what goes on in the section devoted to 
plans for the impending 60 days. Come to think of it, however, 
la Haygood threatened, as I, reoall, to be here a little before 
faster, and I guess that is less than 60 days away. I must 
begin getting things arranged. 

The Madam x oontinues to improve slowly, - although she hates 
to admit it. esterday she went through some old manuscripts, and 
chanced to mention that she found a letter of 1839, signed by 
Washington ‘'ackson. I appropriated that one. Mr. W. Jackson 
was the junior .partner of Todd, Jackson and Qorapany of Liverpool. 
His American office was in Hew u x i ean8# He married Anna Mercer 
Cartwright, daughter of old Hr. Cartwright of ^atohez, the lady 
being the name sake of Mrs. William "ewton ^eroer. It is 
Anna Mercer Cartright whom "-lice Walworth is using as- the 
central figure of the novel on whioh she has been working for 
some time. Alice’s sister, ^ary Whitaker of Baton Bouge, 







l 
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might also be interested in this original letter, as Ur. and Mrs. 
Washington Jaokson were great aunt and uncle to the ladies Walworth. 

Now M ary has a wonderful diary kept by one William Gordon, 
their grandfather, who married Mrs. Audubon’s sister. The diary 
is dated about 1804, and records -*r. Gordon's arrival in 
•^ouisianna, and enumerates the places he stopped off, during his 
visit with Abijah ^nt, on their way up to ^atohez from 
New w r leans. Abijah a unt is or was the unple of David ■ U unt, the 
famu ous Natchez planter, builder of ^omewood, Dandsdowns, 

Woodlawn, eto. No one knows much of anything about abijah, 
who was killed in a duel in "atchez by George Poindexter about 
1810, when David >4int became his heir. 

M* - - - -— -f » r- - •. - » —" ■ — V-»- — ' —* «—♦ • - j 

I think x shall use the Washington Jackson letter as a means 
of prying loose the Gordon diary from the sisters Walworth, and 
so things turn. 

Up to the present, no one has seen the Gordon diary, although 
it was eagerly sought after by Stanley Arthur"wheil he was writing 
his life of *udubon. Yhrtr str some rather confidential things 
in the diary, - for instanoe, recall one paragraph wherein 
Mr. Gordon sets down the faot that in oomming (one mw would be 
enough) iip. the Mississippi, he and ^unt stopped off at a 
fine plantation house, - mulatto, - to 3 pend the night. They 
were very kindly housed, and ^r, Hunt was greatly attracted to 
a pretty daughter of the family. He subsequently asked his 
mulatto host if he might not take the girl "under his 
portection", on departing the next morning. That might cause 
something of a ripple among the distinguished aunt heirs. ' Beoause 
of the confidential enteries, however, the diary has never been 
outside the family, but x consider it a historic document, and 
am hoping, - with the aid 0 $ the ‘'ackson letter, - to be able to 
do something about making a transaript. We shall eventually see. 

Prom what little i have heard regarding conversations here 
during the recent visit of the eldest son, it seems that he 
was most pleawantly impressed by his host in his reoent visit « 
to ./arm Springs. The faot which impressed him most, it was 
said, was the good humor and jocular mood of Mr. Big. It seems 
that the Pre sid ent rolled t himself into his offioe, unassisted, and 
got up from ntotx his wheel chair to the chair before his 
desk without any help at all. as the two men chatted, the 
President was continually throwing a light vein on. the official 
papers he had to sign, - claims against the Army, eto., and 
altogether the w en eral came away feeling that his host was 
even more remarkable in his unusual possession of a senBe -of 
proportion and humour than he had supposed., although he had long 
been an admirer. 


I have a couple of people awaiting my guiding hand, 
and i must get going shortly. In spite of the storms, 
sleet, snow and whatnot that are inundating your neighborhood 
according to current radio reports, we seem to be basking in 
an eariy Spring sun. Pear trees are starting to bloom. 

Altheas are putting out tender green leaves. The Chinese 
honeysuckle bushes freight the air with fragrance. The 
Jonquills are replacing the narcissus and the hyatinths are 
equally in flower. *ap is beginning to climb up into the 
fig and oaks, and if I do not keep the trimmers going strong. 
P r l n e will have out-distanced us in our race against time. 

^ a S r eut pleasure to labor on these items, as 
eaoh, like persons, has an individuality all his own. and 
of course they seldom if ever talk back, no matter how much one 
pushes them about. xhen, too, they afford a lot of opportunity 
??? some thinking and planning as one tries to 

get things going a little better for them, and that is 
always a pleasure, too. 

^There were a couple of other thins I wanted to mention, 
but shall h;.ve to side traok them for the moment and get 
on about the garden department. Somehow there is a double 
su °k lavors, - not only for the immediate 
satisfaction of giving the trees and things a chance, but 

J? tU ? Z 1 this a P attern of gardening to be brought into 

flower in the environs of “eade Villa eventually 
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February ISth, 1946. 


Memorandum to dipping ^ervioe: 

’9 - j-. t 

To hand is your letter, written during my absence, 
and it means more than I can say. 

As;you may or may not have noticed, the reports following my 
return here, have been characterised by a somewhat unsettled 
feeling, making them entirely unsatisfactory. I sanehow felt 
that there was some terrific demands m being made upon you, 
and with that ooursing through my heart, i seemed quite incapable 
of expressing myself with the usual clarity. How that ± understand 
how your time and your energies must be drained by the good work 
that takes you baok and forth to Brooklyn, following your busy days 
at the office, I understand why I felt so unsettled. 1 don t 
lcnow how one takes care of one's self at suoh times, but if there 
be a way, x hope you find it. 

1 am terribly sorry to learn of the grave illness, and I 
do hope it may not be over a prolonged period. After all, 
the kindest thing in suoh cases is to hope for a release from 
or for the poor viotim. Surely, under the circumstances, the 
hospital is the plaoe, for there drugs may be administered that 
will numb the sense of suffering, and her departure will be 
tje easier, - and equally important, the health of those who 
remain will iiot be Impaired. - , 

is it u ncle -^ndy of whom you speak* I recall your having 
mentioned him several times and am wondering if it can be 
the same person whose whife'is having to go through suoh a trying 
ordeal, it is good of you, - oharaoteristoally good of you, 
to take the position you do in regard to this matter and its sequenoe. 
Surely something will turn as you would have it before long, and 
the the results may be more satisfactory than appear at first. 

In connection with this, i am wondering if your brother ever 
married. That romance was so unexpected, I am wondering how it 
turned out. 

,*i . ■. , ' ■ -, .. • 

The enclosed letters came to hand to day, and I send them 
along to keep you in touch with how things turn in that 
department. Relative to Bobbs “*arrill, i thought it well to try 
them on the Scrapbook while Oklahoma is considering the other 
itema. Should Bobs “drrill decide unfavorably then the 
Scrapbook oould be submitted to ^klahoma, an£ by the submission 
time arrived, they would be done'with the current manuscripts, • 
either by rejection or by printing. (Over) 
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I am glad you found the prospectus to Rosenwal alright. 

*t is the only one 1 have and I should be glad if you would 
keep it, as it is the sort of thing that A like to share only 
with you. J. can't imagine ever having need for it, but should 
I I oould always ask if A might borrow it. Sometime I should 
like to know just how that Foundation operates, for if I oould 
understandtngx its functioning characteristics, I might be 

able to sell them a lot of projeots. I have half a dozen up 
my sleeve, but shall expose them for inspection but one at a time, 
with the first one brought out for consideration only after I 
make the first personal contact with la belle E&ygood. 

X am delighted with the illustrations which came to hand 
a few days back. They are elegant, and X shall be . 
looking for ^ife any moment. X hage so much enjoyed the copy 
you sent showing so many interesting studies of Mrs. Roosevelt's 
hands, and X ndver tire turning through these t ings, as it 
is about the only companionship x have before bed tins. 

A note from Mary,Rhodes says thanks for the boost 
I gave her when X was in Hatches. 7ith no one who understood 
her point of view, with a sick hus and to support, with a raft 
of grandchildren in Hew Orleans and somewhere in Rhreveport 
to olaim certain distracting thoughts, eto., etc., her writing 
languished. But now she appears, - or at least declares that 
she has the courage of conviction that someone might be interested 
in hei novel, and is working from two to three hours nightly 
on it, - after coming home from.the Office. *he works for 
the federal Public Welfare agency. The title of her novel 
is "One Small Candle", based on the assumption that one small 
light in the negro world may set a lot of pilgrims straight on 
their journey through life, - I think * had mentioned a story 
to her of how one unimportant person's'little candle was the 
fire from which a great beautiful Cathedral taper was set aglow, and 
she selected the idea fox the title. 

To be perfectly frank, X don't find myself to fond of 
idar^ Rhodes socially. It may be because she is a little cross, 
worn out, probably, by her many labors, Ait A admire her 
viewpoint on the negro question and ner ability to set down 
her sense of justice on paper, and X shall continue to do all 
the boosting 1 can. ,0uriou8ly enough, years ago before 
Lyle wrote Children Of Strangers, she acted as his secretary in 
New Orleans. As his light fades, it would be niae if her 
little aandle would flame. 

Because of the enclosures, A shall confine myself to this 
single page. I am grateful to you for having advised me of 
the current demands•on your time and strength. Just knowing 
what made me uneasy - without sensing the actual fact, makes 
everything seem so Auch better. I shall be thinking of you 
from day to day, - especially when day is dons, and hoping that 
everything may work around toward rest and some care of yourself soon... 
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February 15th, 1946. 







Memorandum to Clipping Servioe; 










Of necessity, this must be a brief memorandum, for 
14 darkeis are milling around on my front gallery, awaiting 
what strange ideas I may have for them to undertake today 
by way of labor. 




Since Sunday night, the ^adam has been in bed. It is 
said her blood count is down. She suffers from exhaustion, 
brought on by too muoh exercise, in company with her son in law 
physician and her daughter last Sunday,« As usual, they have 
the fun of wearing her out, and X am left holding the 
ba&, so to speak, until they make another round about the 
end of the week. 


I undertook a new garden, • mostly lawn, whioh will 
double the spaoe around the residence of,J. henry, the 
Madam's son, who live next door. 

Yesterday things were going full tilt and today's k 
program will be muoh the same, X reokon, J. H. is in 
Baton Rouge or some such place, and so.the Melrose gardens 
plus the J. a . Henry gardens fall to me to maintain and to 
oreate. I like it, what with plenty of help, but usually 
just the Melrose ga,dens are enough. 


In the latter, I have Mitjohell, the expert Axe, as 
chief deputy. r eter Baptiste, is his assistant. Bill 
Booque is pushing a whe.lbarrow about, hauling cotton hun 
fertilizer. Dave Rachel is deaning out grass from the 
smaller pear trees and the magnolias. Bud Williams is 
working on the iris. Puny (Octave) Conti is supervising 
the construotion of a gateway and oattle gap. leading from 
the new garden to tl;e Bermuda (Cote Joyeuse) Road. 

Levy Williams, Blam Brown, Henry Rarlq Solomon, and one or 
tow, - I should say two or three .others, are helping too. 


Yank Dudley is digging holes for orepe myrtles and 
altheas and nandina, Billy porter is digging out stumps, 
Fugabou is running a tractor to pull dirt into the low places 
while ^ack and Sara aresupervising the transplanting of 
an oak whioh is probably tj)0 large to survive such an 
operation. 


I enumerate these names, for somehow like plantations, 
the mere mention of the u mither and the Joes give a oertain 
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flavor to the business. 

A letter to hand from ‘'ames, tentatively setting down 
his immediate plan8. 

I think he will dispose of his furniture in Baton Rouge, 
and run up to "orman, Oklahoma, before the end of the current 
month. This will give him an opportunity to'spend some time 
with the Oklahoma Press, and, - 1 hope, - put through a 
oouple, of books. In the mean time, al<D Rosenwald will 
have aoted upon his application for a second grant, and when 
the deoision is announced, he will formulate his plans 
accordingly, '‘hat he wants to do is to take up his residence 
somewhere in the Cane River country, 1 believe. 

• f 

^omehow I have a feeling that he will not get a re¬ 
grant, although i could be, and I do hope, I am wrong. Somehow 
1 have, a feeling, however, that one h. ^ane, who spent some 
time with la Rllis avenue when she was in flew Orleans, may 
have put a spoke in the xn wheils for Ur. P., although 
that is merely intuitive on my part^ 

I was tired last night at folding up time. My day had 
beep ijuite full, - 5:30 a.ra. , straight through, with only 
an hour at noon time to sit with the Uadam for a little 
chat and occasional little visits in between major operations, 
flaturally she wants to have me come by and see her. I under¬ 
stand that, but 4 must say,I would do better to take half an 
hour out at noon. At eight, I started to fold up my 
beard, but discovered my mind was too busy; and somehow 
the heart, boo, was traveling the ether waves, and I t 
though constantly of .another who was having too busy days, too, 

t Well,, although, eary, I figuredrsome oommunion 
with the .stars would be better, and so I dressed and took 
to - the '-ane River i;oad. It was a marvelous night, - too 
warm to wear anything more than my work clothes, - no 
coat. There was a thin moon and a big bright star, and 
the slenderness of the moon in no way blotted out the 
brillianoe qf the stars which formed ever so pretty patterns 
on the. smooth surfaoe of Cane River. 

, ♦ 1 ■' * 

At 11, I canje home, thoroughly tired, but a lfttle 
less unsettled, and I slept mightily. 

. Much laughter and chatter still goes on along my front 
gallery. I must skip along, but I'll be baok shortly. 
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Saturday flight. 


Memorandum to dipping Service: 

This is a curious time for me to be writing. It is 
rather dark outside , and sprinkling a little. The hour 
is 8:30. ■‘■'he big house is in darkness. There are lights 
at J . E. ’s aoross the fence through the bamboo from the 
big house. The garage is closed and all the niggers are 
up the road a mile or so, where in a tent they have movies 
on Sunday nights, Friday nights and Saturday nights, 

The airdale, Texas, whom T call Dora, has just 
accompanied me to the bridge-and back, and what with a 
decorative fire going in m y fireplace and a lot of <iuiet, 
it looks like a good time for me to say thanks for the fine 
report, coming to hand this afternoon. The mail really 
arrives about 9, but "r. Baohelier has been here for two 
or three days, and this morning x started him back e to 
his farm on dttle River down Ciouterivelle way, and the 
balance of the time up until 4, a devoted to my patient whose 
mind wandered a little and who obviously needed consolation. 

A' t ’ A. ^ J ■ ‘ ' 

First off, 1 want to thank you for telling me so completely 
' of how thing8 turn in your office. As though things hadn t 
been wearing enough on the family front without having to go 
through a rumpus at business. But as you indicated, it 
no doubt did Earr Direoktor good to dear the atmosphere 
a little, for it would appear that he is one Who must have a 
few facts drummed into his skull since he apparently can t 
get another viewpoint without a thorough drubbing. It is 
nice to have the present address, but if he aoesn t behave, 
one can always find other means of communication. 

I am so glad you have thought through another means of 
maintaining the oontaot, and I think your suggestion a fine 
one in the event we should ever have to exchange the present 
810 for a box number, wuite frankly I feel the easy flow of 
reports must always be maintained as an assured thing, for 
without it, I think we should both feel terribly alone in 
the world. Isn't ourious what security one feels if one knows 
that at least one soul exists in this world, one who understands 
all, and who, by merely being within reach of the post, 
makes everything in life assume a value that is genuine and 
good. Without that feeling, life certainly would be drab, 
while in possession of it, everythin*. somehow seems so 
preoious. 
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Last night I went to my barber. I was tired after 
working pretty busily all day, plus entertaining Mr. Baohelier 
as I labored, breaking off only long enough to try to 
oheer up ray patient a bit, Jaok, the barber, ought to 
have been tired, too, for he had been running a traotor 
all day. 1( But he seemed just as fresh as at dawn, and 
the six other niggerswho oame to be shorn while I was 
being sheared,‘'didn^t seem to set him back much, nig 
illumination is two e kerosene lamps on a table, with the 
viotim sitting in an ordinary straight baok chair, as “ack 
is tall, this means he has to double up pretty much, but 
he makes it very nicely, nis wife and two' or three of his 
children were playing about, - the children not the wife, 
ana somehow the domesticity was mellow and our general 
conversation of Cane *iver personalities, of strange doings 
of guinea hens, turkeys, etc., seemed refreshing. w aok 
told me "our children'*, - the Chincese geese" were doing 
nicely and he took me out in the moonlight to see the fine 
chicken yard he had made from their little shack down to the 
river. u e confided to me that they had laid two eggs in the 
poast two days, and would probably keep up that daily doings for 
the next thirty, so it looks as though we should have grandchildr 
dren by the Middle of April, a is brother £zra, has already 
secured some great African geese, and eventually we shall 
see what kind of mulattoes we may stir up. I may accept 
a pair of the young Chinese ones for myself, naming them 
something Chinese with a Louisianna twist. Eventually, one 
might establish some water in the bayou hard by "*eade Villa, 
and certainly a pair of w hinese geese would look elegant 
there and at the same time delight the soul of the departed 
B. L. C. t slumbering on the far side of the property in the 
family graveyard. 

And speaking of ^eade Villa,, I would aokonwledge th.e 
receipt of the photo b raph and am inserting it in the 
djfdnor book. I had not expeoted it this year or next, but 
had merely recommended that eventually it go in that volume. 

I hope you didn't hurry it along, 

* " v * * ' • 

And speaking of the Wailes department, reminds me that 
earlier this week I had a brief note from Miss Bellie, saying 
she was leaving for ^ort Gibson to spend a day or two with 
her sister in law whose son, Covington ^ailes, had just been 
killed in the Laoific. a Q was her favorite nephew and I'm 
afraid she will not take his death easily, noble though she be. 
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With the drizzle that started this morning, my 
latest fling at gardening somehdw seems to be receiving 
the blessings of ^eaven, for I finshed all the planting 
I am going to do momentarily in that developement, and 
the moisture should do a lot to perk up the larger 
altheas, orepe myrtles and nandina; which have figured exclusively 
in ^ ourrent efforts. „' 

In appropriating this section of land, I out a vegetable 
garden in half, and where once sweet potatoes grew, albeit 
somewhat indifferently, thanks to the shade, one now seems 
or rather see nothing but a prospective greensward, and what 
a splendid pelouse it will be. A fairly good sized live oak 
centers the thing, and a few peoanes will add their shade 
shortly. Two new drives were laid out, - one on a curve and 
the other in a straight line,-and the whole of the latter 
two items fa bordered with the above described stuff. 

The altheas (possibly spelled althias) will give a nioe 
lot of white, pink and pap purple blossoms during April 
through September. The crepe myrtle will do a 90 day 
spread from the first of June, - water mellon red and white, 
while the nandina (“'eavenly Bamboo) will give green , with 
magnificient clusters of red red berries throughout the 
autumn, winter and spring months, so there will be color 
all the ye r, - and just enough to set off the big lawn 
dominating the lay out. A new wire fence has replaoed the 
high t arden fenoe, while a traotor was disking up the 
gounds and smoothing them off. 

I have now turned this section over to the care of 
the elements and who ever may push a lawn mower, and shall 
devote myself this coming week to the garden lying along 
Cane Biver, - between it and the road running in front 
of the “*elrose gardens. I already have &5 or 30 
oamelia japonicas along the ridge where the bank drops 
abruptly some 10 or 15 feet to the margin of the river. 

Gread Oaks shelter this spot from the intense sun while 
the excellence of the drainage at this point, plus the 
dampness from the river appears to be making what is 
already planted do rather well. A meandering cow some weeks 
back got i to the place and pretty well defoliated the 
camelias, but they are putting out a new set of leaves and 
appear none the worse for wear* 

This place has always been unsightly beoause of two 
ancient garages that have disfigured the spot, but J. H. 
appears so enthused over the Job adjoining his house that 
after a little prodding, he has expressed himself as 
disgruntled by the appearance of the garages, and has told me 
I oan move them where ever 1 choose. He has even gone further 
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to ask if we couldn't stand some more and larger oamelias on 
the bank. We could, ^nd so this coming week 1 shall be 
slaughtering a flock of extraeneous trees still cluttering 
up a section of the bank, arid when the gar: ges come down, - 
lo! there will be a rather nice developement. »>o things 
go in these parts, and 1 am glad of the out door exercise, since 
under present conditions, I can do little work on this machine, 
what with no reader to tell me' where I am at. Then, if old 
Ur. Bosenwald come across, I shall have a lot of vim and vigor 
and so a money to go to "atcyez with my manuscript to do 
some finishing touches on it with ■Ur,’ M artin's good help. 

I listen nightly to the weather reports emenating from 
your locality, and I am floored by the accounts of the weather. 

■ L 'o put it mildly. Hew York must be’ a mess, what with layer upon 
layer and more to come. 

curing this past week while the nirth has been contending 
with temperatures hovering around zero, it has been much too 
warm here to wear anything save usual kakl shirts and pants. 

Even at night, while.taking my walk to the spillway or the 
bridge, I have worn no'coat. The pear trees are in full 
bloom, as are the Chinese magnolias and the forsyth^a. If I 
could only bounce some of this in your direction.’ _ut 
what will eventually be better will transpire whan you journey 
this way .to share some of this climate. I reckon snew is alright 
but x could be just as glad if never saw any again 
Somehow, what with contemporary ventilation, refrigeration, etc., 
I think the "South is‘bound to appeal more than ever to 
lots of people who formerly were mindful of its summers. 

When I really want to have fun, T take time out to picture 
how that wing of Meade Villa, as shown in the photograph, might 
be equpped with eleotric fans for summer, butaine gas for 
winter, etc,, etc., for that ought to be ia Pavillion ce 
Madame, it is pleasant to think how it may eventually be laid 
out and how oosy and secure one might find one's self situated 
therein. 

But this letter seems to be so long thatthere is 
really no end to it, - as in truth there is, since I shall 
go writing along in ray mind when I have left off pushing 
this machine. There are a flook of other points I should 
have touched upon at this sitting, but 1 shall let them 
slide until my next. 'In the mean time, don't try to 
do other than send mental reports, for conservation of 
energy is the oruer of the day until things in Brookly get 
settled down and things in the office operate a little 
more smoothly. I think you,know I will understand alright 
and if the typed word doesn t come to hand, I shall be realizing 

that the' communication is there nevertheless.So please 

go’ as slowly as y‘ou can and grab off some rest as you may.... 

* 


February &3rd, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping service: 

I am behind in my correspondence. 

.unr-ine- the oast ten days, the Madam has been in bed, - 
indigestion, and hen 

up, a £hioh*Centered In the Intestinal department, 

S aTeo°«aSled shout TtTdeSJedly reduced speed for a few days. 

But now I appear to be alright again and my 

.. . t rvnr uiricht and her cold seems about gone. Before 
getting along alrigM .and ner^ ^ ^ ^ haVQ t0 g0 t0 

a^ursing^^ome for a few weeks, hut she will have to get a 
little dicker before she will consent to go out the front 

gate. 

1 po" 1- tb^hosnital^et 6 the 8 inception SfsSth duliSees^ 
Snhe-L^he^l^/ferLye l!*t always 

appears remarkably indifferent to such things. 

When the Madam’s cold developed a few evenings baok, 

T telephoned her son in law. he said he would respond 

whether a professional call would 1 aa h ^l‘ Sadam 

ashad me what she say her daughter, who came 

by for a short call, "dhe Jumped on her and t “ 44h< t?" 0 'J' 0 1 ^ ara 
anark to me in such a manner again. The daughter flew out in 
a P rage t I reckon x shall have a round about Sunday when the 
B ra § in oe usual - That’s the local scene on its 

more d^b side.’ ’but there* are other and more agreeable angles, 
and the shadowy ones I dismiss from my mind. 

(over) 
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J. u. Henry had his brother, Baynie, living in 
Uatchitoches, purchase a number of fine japonicas in South 
Louisiana the other day when Bayne was down that way. There 
are pink.ones, red and white. I have set them out on the 
ridge overlooking Gane River) and addedt to those already 
growing there, tney really look ftuite nice. That location 
is ideal, for it is pretty, to begin with, ^nd then it 
has excellent drainage, whioh is very important, sinoe 
oamelias don't like to have their feet in water. Then 
too there are several live oaks on the banks, and these 
provide a shade through which the sun merely filters, and 
oamelias can't stand too intenso heat. But more important 
thpn these considerations is the fact that while the 
gardening looks fairly well, it does more than please the 
eye, for it ppears to be awakening a positive interest 
in gardening on the part of u . -£*enry, - a whiz at business 
and money making, but heretofore rather indifferent to 
planting of non-productive items. Gradually this new 
interest appears to be awakening and I sometimes shudder at 
the possibilities, for with the money, he controls, plus 
t e labor at his disposal, nothing in Louisiana would be 
safe if he ever took a page from his Mother and began 
planting everywhere he could find an inch of ground. 

An interruption of several hours intervenes at this 
point, and as it approaches time for the post man, 1 shall 
put this in the mail herewith. I enclose a few letters from. 
James which may or may not include particulars of interest. 

I was glad to note that he got the Scrapbook off to Bobbs 
Merrill, although the lady he communicated with is not the 
one l had in mind, but x reokon it makes very little difference. 

Shall do better at my next sitting, 1 hope. 

,l( e appear to be in full spring, and a robin is singing 
madly on ray picket fence at this moment. Robins usually 
do not stay here in the summer, and so I reckon lx this 
one is heading in your general direction. I hope a 
couple of bluebirds are making the sane trip..,.. 


February k&th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Servioe: 

Thq Spring weather presists in these parts, and I 
hope a big old thaw in your neighborhood is whisking the 
vestments of Winter away. ,- 

We had quite a busy week, The Madam continues in her 
bed, - weak from laok of food and further pulled down by 
a cold. Today a nurse is coming, - whose name of all things 
for a nurse, ifj none other than Miss Piokle, 

Save for general exhaustion and the cold, there appears 
to be nothing else wrong with the Uaaam, organically. A 
couple of weeks of nursing, and I think she will be up and 
about. There is an attempt being made to get her up to 
Virginia to stay with the General this summer,.- or at 
least, to visit him a little and thence on to "orth Carolina, 
in the Ashville neighborhood, but that is merely a hope, and 
will be difficult to engineer. She of course x knows nothing 
of this, and it may or may not transpire. 

Aside from lending what aid and comfort I oan, plus stirring 
up an ooQasional egg-nog.for her and generally trying to keep 
her in not too depressed a state, I have been gardening 
pretty thoroughly this week too. 

I made another parterre, - or rather completed one 
already laid out more or less vaguely. Most of the planting 
oentered around puttin c out & nandina hedge, - ^avenly bamboo, 
it is sometimes called. A bush that in.these parts grows about 
6 or 8 feet tall, and has luscious red berries all during the 
•<inter. I transplanted some rather large althias and.crape 
myrtles, too, and generally removed the evidences of last 
year's sweet potato patch which had formerly.occupied this 
area. 

4 ^ong the river bank I set out a flock of camelia japonioas, 
mostly red, white and pink ones. I believe I set them out 
on Wednesday and this Sunday morning A find them in full 
bloom, so I guess they are doing alright. 1 picked all 
the flowers from them, and- thought of someone as l was doing 
so, someone 1 should have liked to hand them to, - ti.ey are so 
lovely. Une has to divest the plants of their flowers at tuoh 
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times, for to let them maintain their blooms puts too great a 
strain on the newly transplanted bush, 

J. H. ran down to Alexandria on Friday afternoon, and 
on Saturday morning about 7 a.m., while making a little 
tour of the gardens, 1 discovered he had brought back 
a sweet olive and three rather large gardenia plants, - about 
throe feet high and perhaps as wide. Before good sun up 
Puny and Mitchell had holes dug for them and they were 
pretty well "sot” before the sun was well up. 

Sweet olives are certainly tempermental items, They 
are hardy, and not at all fussy about growing in the full 
glare of the sun, or in the shade-or in a dry spot or even 
a damp spot, - if they juBt make up their minds to like some 
especial place. Lots of times you may seleot what you figure 
out is the most ideal spot and with great oare and regard 
for the sweet olive's feelings, you may plant it, hoping 
against hope that the shrub will be pleased, Well, perhaps 
it will and perhaps it wont, and there isn t anything much 
the gardener can do about it, - in the event decides not 
to like the place, but to try and try again. Sometimes 
I had moved the same plant three or four times, and 
the thixig, just to be contrary will just sit and not • 
grow at all. But after a enough moves, the thing will 
appear to make up its mind that it likes the plaae, - 
fend the spot may be most inauspicious, and it will start 
climbing, apparantly satisfied either with all the coddling 
it has had, or peshaps just because it is truly satisfied. 

We have quite a few of them here, the largest being 
perhaps 15 feet, and quite bushy. I know of a large one 
at Hiokory ^ill, over in Felielana, near Miss Sva ^oott's 
that is like a tree, with a tr nk perhaps ten inches through. 

The camelia japonica is-equally fussy, but appears ready 
to respond always when the place seleoted for it is fair. 

It oan t stand-having its feet in water. It must have 
a severe drainage. Too much sun will shrivel it to death and 
too much Bhade will stunt its growth, - if it grows at 
all. Always delicate at the beginning, once it has-raade up 
its mind to grow, it appears to become altogether hardy, and 
like the swan, lives for a century or more. I believe those 
at ‘“aurel ^*ill must be about 150 years old, as an English 
* traveler spoke of them as being large in 1840. But some 
of the finest gardens in ■“atchez and Louisiana have been 
overrun by cows, as the fine old plantations have gone down, 
and in the 'Winter time, a cow will eat almost anything, especially 
if it has fine green leaves like the camelia, although the same 
oow is not averse to chewing the tops of any bush or 
plant if it thinks the branches might be tender or juioey. 
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1 hav-, had quite a lot of correspondence to attend to 
this week, but fortunately there hasn't been much in* 
coming mail, and 1' have neglected answering some of that for 

this week end. 

A note from -‘r, ban bebaillon from Lafayette, - four 
miles in the country, - calls for an immediate acknowledgement. 
Baxoline -ormon has'iong p.omised to give him advise on his 
garden - and the time for trimming many things in Louisiana 
L rieht now But Caroline, lost in her hriarpatoh, haB 
not come through and “*r. b. is depressed, but withal gentlemanly 
about it. His wife, “‘ary Swords bebaillon, developed a wonderful 
little garden, - perhaps and aare or two, and dying h y6ar ago 
left it in her husband's care, although he is ratner busy as 
a lawyer. In a way * am not sorry that Caroline didn t get 
her finger into the pie, for Caroline's weakness is 
native stuff and she also tends to give so much attention 
to the glories of the individual item that 3he looses sight 
of the garden itself, - and the resulting hodge-podge I 
find neither attractive nor restful, - whioh just about 
lets out any excuse for a garden, in my opinion. 

A card from ^ames indicates that he got off from Baton 
Rouge for Oklahoma on Thursday. His newy ™ may 
or may not have; It is Ur. J. P., oare of Uiss Edith 
Mahiers, 416 West Bufaula 3treet, liorman, Oklahoma. I am 
not certain as to the spelling of thaVcurious street name, 
and 1 wduldn t swear that it is correct, but A reckon it 
might get a letter there, if one were pressed to communicate. 

• 

HO new8 out of "ew Orleans, save for the occasional 
note fro i kittle ^iss alberta, threatening to come up and 
paint, as of April 1st. -there'is nothing from ^yie of 
oourse, and one merely wonders, and continues to speak of 
him as in the-past tense. 

I suppose Uiss Silver and a friend may arrive this 
week end or pehaps in the middle of the week, ■‘■nut will 
'tS»5 fo? ma, I reckon, »h.t «lth all talking 
I shall want to do while 1 have that lady s ear. And 8d 
things turn, - lots of sunshine, lots of physical exercise, 
a little bit of .education in the horticulaxal field and 
nothing at all in the mental department on the book siae, 
but A couiit this period as one of those- interims when one imuiBt 

make the most of the physical by way of P r8 P a ^ ati £” Sjj Qt * 
opportunity wnen words come through from old U r . Rosenwald, etf. 
It is so wise to keep one's self in control awaiting the 
sound of Opportunity knocking at the .. 
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I think-it was Will -Percy in lanterns on the levee spoke 
of gardenias _ possibly he called tjiem cape jassemine, as 
being always’sickly but forever alive. They seem very 
subject to some sort of a musk or soot like fungus growth 
on the leaves. A white fly makes a kind ofcotton like 
nest on the leaves, too, and if the soil isn't very aoid, 
the leaves take on a jaundiced appearanoe. And yet they 
seem to grow and grow, year in and year out, and although 
they prefer partial shade and considerable dampness, they will 
thrive even in a dry soil and a blazing sun It would 
seem as though the mulattoes must have be especially fond of 
them, for one is always finding them in their gardens, and 
one or two old antebellum bushes still flourish in the 
lie -^revelle graveyard. 

On Cane niver the land is almost too rich for all these 
plants, which seem to do best in the Uatchez soil, For 
myself, in making a garden, I like to.stress the flowers I 
like plus the things that seem to respoiid most readily to 
the type of soil where one finds himself located. Roses do I 

marvelously in the "atohez dountry and not much over here. 

The soil of "atchez, too, was just made for camelias, and 
is counted one of the five most ideal spots in the 
country for them, I believe,'- LaFayette, La., St. Pranoisville, 
which is really a part of the Natchez country, Agusta, Georgia 
and Charleston., S. G., 1 believe are considered the finest 
or should I say best ad&ped soils for the japonica, - with 
possibly “^bile,• Alabama, included in the group. 

"V ’ 

* With a nu.se to look after the Madam on Monday, 1 
shall be able to devefce more time to gardening. I plan 

to trim a flock of pear trees, remove the leaves of the palms, - 
those leaves of two years ago, which‘tend to shrivel up 
in the course of time, plant some large yupons, - a 
bush bearing deep orange berries, -three of which have 
aied out from the front headge and must.be replaced. 

interruption intervenes, as between this paragraph 
and the one above. It is well, for fear have lingered 
too long on certain aspects of plant life in the south 
which must be dull a best, ' 1 

* Still, in discussing these things, I do not do so as 
much because of the theroretioal aspects of them as a contem¬ 
plative promise of certain tomorrows in the Meade Villa neighbor¬ 
hood, and that is something that it does no harm to keep 

one’s telescope trained on, since wish so often if father 
to the fact.. 
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February 28th, 1945, 


Memorandum to dipping Cervices 

This may or may not be a brief report, uawn is 
breaking in the Fast, and already the bamboo hedge is redolent 
with the blaokbirds, tuning up their pipes for the beginning 
of a new day. Almost any minute a dusky hand may knock at my 
door, followed by a second, third, fourth, fith, etc., for 
more i gardening is in the offing and I had better be 
present to give a little advice. 

It is good to have your letter, even though it brought 
news of your illness. I do sincerely hope that everything is 
on the mend by now. I ur 0 e you to oonserve your strength 
as much as you can. Cut all the corners you can, and keep 
away from Brooklyn, and that exhausting trip whenever 
possible. Sometimes, for myself, it seems selfish when I 
ask myself in the middle of the night, if 1 should make * 
to the big house, - just to be sure that everything is alright. 

Selfish, that is to say, when I tell mifeelt to J;* 15 
dogs lie, and yet I salve my consciienoe by faying that the 
preservation of one's own health is the first law to be 
observed, and any extra vitality may then be expended on 
others. Do, please, try to take care of you. 

A mildly disturbing letter came out of Mew Orleans yesteraay. 
It was from little -*iss Alberta. , u he said Lyle had talked with 
her, saying tijat he had sold his house and asking her o 
write the -laam that he would like to come to Melrose. 

Miss Alberta is scheduled to oome up on April 1st. 

The Madam asked me to respond, explaining to Miss A., 
that she wants her to oome whenever and as soon as Bhe can, 
but at the same time saying that she cannot take on anyone el 

interruptioh. 

Well,. I shall write the letter, and I think I shall 
side-step any reference to Lyle whatsoever. I certainly hope 
he doesn't resume his residence here too soon. I have enough 
to attend to without taxing one another patient. I snail 
of course keep you advised as to how things turn on this 

subject. 

. (over) , 
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j?he “‘ad am' s nurse, Mrs. Pi Okies, - of all names, seems 
to be a very nice person, and she is really pumping liquids 
and food into the Madam. I think the latter is improving 
steadily but slowly, ^'he nurse must take up another case 
on Monday, so I reckon I shall have to take over at that time. 

I think she is quite weak as yet, perhaps beoause she realizes 
she can relax a little more physically while having someone 
to assist her as she goes from the bed, - at dinner and , 
surper time, to her sofa. *“he seems to bend slightly 
forward and gives the impression of considerable age, - actually 
74, I believe, in ye rs, but somehow these last few days seeming 
older. 

A few weeks more, and we shall know if she is going to 
resume some of her old time vigor or not. I presume not, - 
at least to the extent of anything approaohing her one time 
vitality. 

Your reference to the fact that she writes but infrequent¬ 
ly impells me to say that 1 think she senses nothing as to 
direct communications as between us. - She is so cloudy as^to 
when and how often everyone writes that I think she doesn t 
realize if we communicate directly or not. *>he frequently 
remarks'how busy you are bound to be and it is my honest 
opinion that all is secure in that department. She 
herself writes almost nothing, - and during the past two 
months has done nothing in that line, Bave perhaps to 
one or two of her sons, and I have had to do muoh of that. 

At the present time, what with neuritis and being flat in 
bed, writing, of course, is impossible. 

Yesterday I went to the hills in baok of nerry, - 
the stonghola of the hill-billies, in search of some yupon, - 
I am uncertain of the spelling. It is a tree or glorified bush 
usually covered with bright orange berries. A hedge of 
them stretches aoross the front of Melrose, and as three were 
lacking, ^ wanted to find-some to replaoe the missing ones. 

I did so merely to replaoe and finish out the line, for 
personally I don't care much about anything that is native 
to the hill billy oountry. I think that is where Caroline 
ana i come to a.parting of the ways in the-flower aepartraent. 

ahe is so enthusiastin® about native atuff, that she 
is forever including it in her planting jn the river 
bottoms, ■o'or myself, I prefer that the hill stuff 
stay in the hills, - yupon, pine, scrub oak, etc. Let us 
in the river bottoms give the gardenias and Cornelias their 
big opportunities and leave the native stuff, born in the 
hills, remain there. 





You mention Mrs. ^tanely Arthur, a he is the wife of 
the author of the <*udubon item, and up to now we have 
not had a copy of that volume, although I shouldn t 
search for it especially. 

I think the reason we haven't had one is because of 
some professional jealousy, as between Lyle and Stanley 
Arthur ’ which has carried over into the big house. But 
a lot of those gaps have filled themselves in sinoe his 
absence from here has been more and more prolonged. 

The man who drove me to the hills yesterday was 
3zra. Last year a family come to Melrose from out in 
the hills, (interruption. 

I was speaking of the hills. On ^lrose lives a 
family, - styled Mexican, - who probably have a mixture 
of Spanish, Indian, •“ranch and negro in them. A 
18 year old daughter died, leaving two sisters, two stalwart 
brothers, a father and mother, fhey wanted to bury the 
girl baok in the hills from whence they had descended, 

They got a good man, Ezra, to take them in a truck along 
with the casket, Negroes aen't permitted to show themselves 
in the hills. i he hill billies chase them out or better 
still murder them if they can. 

accordingly, it was quite a concession for Ezra, 
a nggro, to consent to urive the.party out there. 

It was after 6 p.m., when the body arrived on 
the train at Derry, and it was 8 or 10 miles up through 
the hills to the cemetery, il he family was sure where the 
burial ground was, A he negro had to inquire of hill billies, 
fhey gloured at him. Eventually after dark they found 
the place, fortunately there was a moon of sorts. i 'ut 
on arriving, Ezra found that the family had made no 
arrangements for having a grave dug. 

Now it seems in these parts that no member of 
the corps's family can assist in digging a grave, - "it's 
bad luck, that's all". - and so in the sandy soil, by 
the light of the moon, poor Ezr*, with hilly billies 
shouting at him from the brush, had to digg the grave while 
the stalwart youn^. men and the father of the aecid girl 
could only sit on the casket and watch him work. 

It was one o'clock in the morning before the 
burial waB completed and the truck could start bacA. 

Ezra hadn't been out there sinoe, not until yesterday. 
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I am sorry I have told' t is little episode so poorly, 
tut I have had many interruptions and several people are 
awaiting me, so so I must fold, 

hut not before saying please go slow..,. 
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March 4th-, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: , 

I am sure you will find .much of interest in the 
enclosed communication. 

It is good’to-know that Oklahoma is to bring out 
the folk lore book, I doubt if it will have much sale, and 
I shall be surprised if it ever oalls for a second 
eidtlon. 

As this volume , or the material in it, was culled 
from the Melrose library, not so. muoh for its own interest 
as a£n omnibus for the Olemence illustrations, the printing 
of the volume without the illustrations, seems somewhat 
pointless, * But perhaps there will be the demand for another 
edition, and if the first printing is so set up as to make 
possible the including of illustrations in the second 
edition, the the cost of the second printing, of course, 
would he comparatively small, giving some opportunity for 
greater expense involved in bringing out the illustrations, 
so that the expense of the soond or illustrated edition, 
would he somewhat absorbed by expenses in setting up the 
first edition, I must write ^r. Pipes regarding this 
matter, so he may oall it to, the- attention of, the SditorB, 
who probably have thought this point through, but-who may 
not have done so. 

It is my understanding that Ziha has gone through a 
third printing, which is really quite remarkable for 
a book of its kind. Whatever the fate of the folk lore book, 
once it 1b printed, is comparatively secondary, so far 
as I shall be effected, fhe importance of the issuance of 
this volume is that it may lead to a third item to be published 
and if Bobbs Merrill doesn't do the Borapbook, perhaps they 
might bring out la B eaum0 nt or some suoh, I must write 
Mr. Pipes regarding the latter volume. He liked-to call 
'it "Laurel Hill", name of one of the engines on the Woodville 
Bayou Sara B a ii r oad, but there have been so many plantations 
known as Baful Hill, - ^r. Meroer's at Hatches, Dr. 

Nutt's at Bodney, eto,, that I had in mind another title. 

What with la Beaumont's independence and laudable self 
assurance as a trades woman, thriving in the midst of 
super plantation sooiety, 1 thought a more descriptive 
title, and one especially suited to la-Bau u(Beaumont) 
would be "Pride Without Pillars, - but that was merely my 
own idea and might not be any better than Laurel Hill, 

over 


l 







I 









From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, #H~5889 in the Soutl 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE 01 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED 





1124 


a telegram from little Miss Alberta indicates that she 
will be upa ,on the Monday night train from Hew Orleans. 

In view of her suggestion that Lyle is ready to come, - as 
indicated in an earlier communication, I most certainly hope 
she doesn't pull a surprise and drag him along with her. 

But what little Miss A. might do can never be anticipated until 
she has done it, and so I shall sit somewhat uncomfortably 
until 9:30 on Monday night when she, . alone, I hope, - will 
des oend from the train. 

• 

The Madam thinks, or rather says, that Miss Alberta 
will "remain for several months", - which may or may not 
be the truth, - or a good guess. In the correspondence I 
Iqhave had with little Miss a. , there has been nothing to 
indicate suoh plans, but possibly previous conversation of 
two years ago this summer may lend some credenoe to suoh an 
assumption. I hope it may be in -line with future events, for 
everyone here, - * i . in his house and I in mine, will 
sleep the, moure soundly if someone is under the same 
roof as the Madam. Frankly, *n folding up, one doesn't 
sleep too soundly if one ear has to be kept stuck out from 
under the covers, wondering if the buzzer is going to 
sound or has sounded. 

« 

' t 

As for the Madam's health, it appears to be rather 
better. She spent much time yesterday in her arm chair, - 
but not dressed. Immediately after the nurse's departure 
on Friday morning, however, the Madam gave up eating much, 
and so far as I could see, she consumed' little food on 
Saturday save an egg-nog, which is good so far as it 
goes, but, oertainly doesn't go far enough. 

Sister and her husband left for Mobile yesterday, to 
visit Bellingrath Gardens today, and will probably be 
back on Monday. Sunday, accordingly, should be rather 
quite around this place, 

. * 

I must write a letter to la “aygood today, making 
inquiry as to what her plans are for Easter time. I have 
a feeling that she isn't especially interested in the negro, 
but rather more concerned with transacting the duties of her 
job, - theroutine duties,.rather than the implied ones. We 
shall eventually see. That may be one reason whjr I 
think she leans on Harnett Lane for advise, and if she takes 
his.worsts as Gospel, I have grave mis-givings as to Mr. 

. Pipes' ohanoes to be granted a seoond allotment from old 
Rosenwald, sinoe I am sure ^arnett torpedoed him as much 
as possible when he saw la Haygood in the summer or fall or 
whenever. Her visit here ought to be filled with a couple 
of exciting eye-openers, at least, not to mention honest 
opportunities on the negro-mulatto side, if she is in a 
mood to receive such particulars. 
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I don't recall if it is in this enclosedletter or 
a former one that reference is made to "Uncle Ike 1 Diary. 
The reference is of course to the Isaac Erwin Diary, 
whioh was the manusoript the Madam saved when her 
grandfather, Issaao Erwin'S estate, one generation removed, 
was settled. 

M. a - 

At the present moment, the Madam's attitude toward 
Mr. Pipes seems to be very favorable, - as Mr. Kane s de¬ 
clines. I know she will be delighted at the prospect of 
Oklahoma considering it for publication, and I have 
written a rought draft of a letter, written by the 
Oklahoma Tress to her, and forwarded it to Mr. Pipes. 

There is a great deal of'interesting and valuable 
material in the Erwin "iary, a d it is rather more 
extensivd than most documents of its kind. It is just 
the sort of thing a University -^ress would like to 
publish, as it is documentary and without-much public 
appeal. Plenty of notes’oould be stirred up from Melrose 
records and the Madam's memory. The only oatoh'in the 
thing is the fact that suoh an item would never be 
productive from the point of view of money, and that is 
something to be oonbidered. Obviously one must decide if 
the investment of time, - whioh shouldn t be excessive,- 
would be worth while, particularly from-the point of view 
of the possibilities its publication might lead to, - 
particularly in the establishment of closer relations with 
tj.e press on my own acoount, for Heaven knows there are 
plenty of other things of more popular appeal that might 
be submitted, should’ the University experience some 
_ satisfaction i n realizing its desire to bring out a 
purely pedegogioal item with practically no popular 
appeal. 

And this lea’ds me to think of The Ohase Material. 

1 think it might do no harm to write the Bible Society at 
this time. Might 1 ask you a favor, - to see if the Bible 
Society i8 listed in the telephone book, - although 
I would not know under what precise adjeotive it might 
be listed. Possibly it might'appear under "Amerioan 
Bible Society 1 *, or some suoh. Should that not prove 
to be the oase, it is possible that somebody at The 
Bible House, might be able to set a us straight on this 
point. That organization, 1 do not recall its preoise 
title, is on *ark Avenue at about 57th Street, as I recall. 
I think we used to purchase Bibles from them in the old 
days, "si j'ai bonne memoirs"* 
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The past few weeks have been so busy in the nursing 
and nursery departments, that 1 seem to have concentrated 
mostly on the vitamin section of life as opposed to the 
c-ray matter section, Last week two shipments of 
gardenias, sweet olives and what not were added to the 
undertakings already under way in the camelia department. 

On Tuesday we'are expect ng a shipment of yellow ohines 
magnolias and a new batch of camelias, so I -reckon the 
earlv part of the week will be pretty full of such business, 
•'hat with littld Mss alberta being here, my feeling of 
’’must" as to attendance on my patient, will be lessened, and 
if Lyle doesn t come, X shall feel fairly fees to operate 
in gardening without having to break off half a dozen tines 
a day to lend oompaniofcship to the ailing. »ith 
the good'health I am storing up in this out of door 
aoitvity, I should be all "sot 1 * for manuscript con¬ 
centration, should.olf u r. Rosenwald oome across and 

Partin's services become available through Rosenwald 

monies. ’ ' 


Using the phrse "all sot", - a typioal Uane River 
negro expression, ^ am ireminsd of the use of a word the 
other day by a neg o whioh X thought rather nice, ^ 

I was inquiring about a new road being built from ^ane 
«River baok to M.ttle River. I wanted to know what 
progress was being made to transmit the information to 
Charles Mazurette, who-will be returning from his 
Winter in ew '“'rleans shortly. i ne neg.o told me that 
the new ro£d would be "slep straight,- excusin' one little 
plaoe where the new road goes a little languid". - 
I like rlads that "go languid". 


Well, enough for the moment. X have had frequent 
interruptions while jotting down these few lines, so if 
they seem more disjointed than usual, you will under¬ 
stand, ' * 

f 

In these parts, the weathei continues warm and during 
the past couple of days, very rainy, ■‘■’he rivers and 
bayous, feeling the Swell of melting snows in the 
Missouri and Mississippi valleys, are beginning to swell, 
and X suppose high water, speading over fields hereabout 
is the next thing in order, but not very inconveniencing. 

I think about the subway, and the long journey to Brooklyn 
and X am hoping a touch of Spring in your neighborhood may 
reduoe the atmospheric drawbacks and that, first of all, 
you will give some thought to your own good self. 








I 
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March 6th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

• • ' • < 

Thirty five thousand times during the past twenty four 
hours have X held conversation with the ^lipping Service. 

The surprise of hearing so soon and the manifestation of 
thoughtfulness and affection, expressed in such concrete terms, 
leaves me unable to express myself coherently on the subject, 
although a thousand sensations of gratitude have welled up 
within me, as I contemplate all that, has gone before and unftiling 
registers a regard by anticipation. It is so good toexperienoe 
the sensation of liberty of movement, should necessity arise, 

* but lots more thrilling is the sensation that someone, at 
' present, but ever close in spirit, stands immediately within 
the grasp of the heart and the hand. 

. . < •*. 

The latest report was grand. I only regret the under 
estimate, as expressed in the Report, as to the value suoh 
paragraphs are to me. Readily can I understand if oommunioa- 
tions from here fill a certain void, for when one stops to think 
of it, my primary oontact with all that matters,matters 
today and matters tomorrow, is the source from whenoe comes 
these niarvelous reports, giving me life and a reason for 
•xi$tenoe, < 


The latest news in these parts stems from little Miss 
Alberta who, arrived last night at 6 p.m. I merely talked 
with her as we came from the station. According to her, - and 
she is dizzy, these are the latest developements: - Lyle is 
ever so muoh better, ^he can tell if he has been drinking when 
she calls him up. If he is good natured, he is drinking, - 
otherwise, he is cross. He sold his house for $£7,000.00. 

When he has paid his twenty one ti usand dollars in. or of 
debts, he will have six thousand left. He wants her to 
write him this morning, letting him know how *unt Oamraie is. 

He wants to come to ^elrose within the next two’or three weeks, 
n© is ambitious, - wants to write,* He oan have a job any time 
he wants in on the A 'imes Pioyune. He wouldn't drink if he were 
in the country. He oan't help drinking in Hew Orleans where every 
one tempts him. So there you have the main points of little 
Miss Alberta's ideas, and if you find them somewhat cockeyed, 
then you find them precisely as do I, ,, , 


V 






■■ 
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There were so many points you touched upon in your 
report that interested me exceedingly that I know not which one 
to refer to first. The doings of the folks in the house on 
the hill is always of interest. It just ocours to me that 
la Grignan's husband has always reminded me vaguely of someone, - 
and now it dawn's on me, - Gertrude's hushand. 

An apology is in order if I failed, as failed I must, to have 
mentioned receipt of the two issues of Life, the S. F. B. Morse 
issue and the one on Athens. How right you were in sensing 
that these would hold a lot for me, and I can only imagine 
having failed to mention them beoause I must have talked so much 
to myself about them that when I sat down to write, I assumed that 
I had already referred to 'them in previous correspondence. I am 
glad if you will mention such items, should I fail to acknowledge 
becausesecond class matter oan go astray, and, I want everything 
of that nature that is intended for me. I have these two 
numbers here on my desk, and I love to turn through them, they | 

are so restful, as'opposed to so much of the stuff whioh, of 
necessity, takes first place over what seems to, me the more 
basic things which we'want to keep in mind and treasure. 

In yesterday's mail there was a note to the Madam from 
la Haygood. The letter stated that she was postponing her 
fisit to Melrose from the last of *?arch until the first of May. 

^he also enclosed a ^osenwald form, asking for the Madam's 
personal opinion of'my qualifications to od the "contemplated 
study 11 . . This was merely a form to be added to the paraphanalia 
to be submitted to the Board,' I assume. It didn't take the 
Madam long to fill out the form,' and confidenUally, I diotated 
the whole business. The Madam added a personal letter, in 
reference to the lady's threatened visit. I certainly hope Old 
Man Hiver isn't here in May, for I want to have that lady all 
to myself, what with the w lemence manuscript, the Melrose school 
and a couple of -other projects whioh I should like to air 
<at that time. 

• * * 

I think you have courage to ask’ fop one of my incomparable 
, maps. 1 laugh to myself as I think of how laboriously I worked 
on a. couple such sketches about the time you were penning you,r 
note. They were so bad that l tossed them into the trash basket 
when done. But i shall make another attempt shortly , - so braoe 
yourself. 

You ask about M*. Pipes. I think a subsequent letter, recent¬ 
ly forwarded, may explain all, I am setting my course, in a large 
measure, by the manner In which the forthcoming volume on folk 
lore is handled. In a way, it is all his. In another it isn't. 

I shall consider the handling of the item as a kind of barometer 
by which a pathway inclining either toward strictest Collaboration 
or, on the other hand, toward Independence of effort. ( with so 
much dynamite in one epistle, I would suggest immediate destruo 
tion of the Memorandum..,,. 
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Maroh 8th. 


Merely a Memorandum: 

Time presses, but T want to drop a few pieces of corres¬ 
pondence in the mail this morning. None of them are very 
interesting, perhaps, from a news point, but they possibly 
do indicate little glimpses of what goes on. 

The note from Mr, Tipes shows, of course, that the 
matter of the Rrwin "iary is about to come to the boiling 
point. I have vaguely referred to the satisfaction one would 
experience if one could only some day contrive to get that item 
in print. By the time the letter comes from the Oklahoma 
Press, the ground will have been well prepared and the thing 
should germinate readily. It will serve a variety of purposes, - 
re-establishment of better relations with Mr. Bipes on the Madam's 
part, a re-newed interest in things generally on her part, 
closer relations, as between the University Tress and Melrose, 
etc., etc. 

Caroline's letter, of course, speaks for itself, - * 

nothing important, but pleasant as an impressionist painting of 
doings at Briarwood Somehow her letters put me in mind of Turner 
landscapes, - you are no doubt acquainted with the collection 
of the latter at the Metropolitan, - blurred a little but 
distinctly impressive. 

The letter from Roan moves the date of her visit from 
March until April. That will suit me better, 1 think, should 
it not impinge upon the advent of old Rosenwald. It is possible 
that by the time she and *>lice blow in, - conforming in part 
to the date of * waxing April moon, I shall know something 
about the grant, and if so, I shall be able to haul a lot of 
stuff to "atchez with me, - manuscripts, on which I can start 
Mr. Martin in his work of transcription. 

The little house Roan refers to is one on Beverly, originally 
constructed for a tenant, and later refurbished with a view of 
Dr. filler occupying it, I must take Roan apart for her 
somewhat questionable phrase, "Goblein Tapestry from Grand Rapids 
whioh should make me feel right at home. I shall assume she 
meant home at Grand Rapids rather than at Goblein, just for 
the sake of starting something. 

Again I would repeat that thirty five thousand times I have 
conversed relative to as many subjeots within the past couple 
of days. I shall get to jotting down a few of them shortly, 
kt the moment I must get along in the gardening section. 


A 
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Uaroh 13th, 1945, 

r r 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: , 

The enolosures speak for themselves. . I reckon they 
are not of great interest, but may provide some sidelight as to 
how the correspondence field functions. 

I should like to speak of the -dances, * -Dr. and ^rs. Paul 
King Hand, of Alexandria, Louisiana, wfcfctkx with whom I 
usually dine when passing through town going to Mississippi. 

* 

* * * 

Dr. Hand is an exceptionally successful physioian. 

But medecine is hi.s profession which is balanced by his hobbies. 

He has a oarpentry shop in his house, and he finishes furniture 
beautifully. He like to garden and is President of t.he 
Louisiana Camelia Society. His oolleotion of books is good, - 
not vast but interesting and diversified. 

fcfrs t . Hand is swell. a er homey home is beautifully managed. 
Things are comfortable and her food is wonderful. There are 
usually two or three people, aside from the family, for dinner 
and supper. Mrs. Band never writes a letter but she thinks 
nothing of keeping up with her friends all over -Louisiana by 

calling on them. Hot even the breaking of her left arm a few 

months back kept her from driving her own car.. She has great 
energy without tiring out people with whom she is in contact. 

They have four or five children, - several married sons 
and one daughter, - the latter having 3 or 4 sons. Most of 

the men are in the war, as was Mr. a &nd in the last. 

A friend of the Rands is Mrs. Maude Pattison, a "widow lady", 
a little on the type of la Moore. She is a sister in law of 
Maury Maverick, the Texas Congressman. She lives in Alexandria. 

Yesterday I spoke with Mrs. Rand on the telephone. The 
connection was poor. But from what f could make of it, she 
has been aske'd by some group or other, - she and Mrs. Pattison, 
to enlist my services to give a talk sometime or other in Alexandria. 
She spoke of a hall where the thing would be held, but i 
pointed out that my voice had no carrying power. I believe she 
said a miorophone would be provided. I am not sure if the 
speech is to be broadcast or merely amplified by a pullic address 
system. They want me to talk on the general subject of Cane 
River, and should that go over nicely, as they have courage enough 


over 












From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, M~3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. F< 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS 


to believe, there will be a demand for other address on other 
subjeots covering -Louisiana. I. could go for something on the 
Concordia Parish stuff, .since "onoordia is just opposite Natchez. 

interrupion, 

Well, that’s about the sum and substance of yesterday's 
developements. 

In the morning T had planned to build a fountain, but 
it drizzled a little and apparantly disolved all my dusky assistants 

s, and what with things await 
shall put off the fountain build- 


in the morning 

And" so ""the fountain business got nowhere 
ing my attention today, I reckon s 
ing f jr a week or so. ’ * 

J. a, Henry is in Washington, L. °. for some fort of a 
Federal. Commission meeting, - he is on so many Boards that 
I never know which one is calling him where. On his return 
I reckon there may be some inkling as regards Bellevue, Nubia or 
whatever, - although I must stress again that that- whole subject 
is purely nebular and may never come* to light. 

In Washington he will see his brother, the General, and as 
the latter seems to be very kindly disposed toward me, it is 
quite possible that he may have something to say about the 
little plot of ground mentioned ab-ove. A letter from the General 
to his mama the other day remarked that he would always be 
jealous of the writer of recent reports on that lady's health. I 
thought it subtle flattery or gracious in expressing his thanks 
for such reports, 

Glif Byrd and Guy Walters were here for the week end from 
Shreveport. Glif was adeunant about me coming to spend a few 
days with him at his home in Shreveport. He did what he could 

to get me .to say I would visit him and enlisted the ^adam s aid to 

push me. But L am not dreaming of going to Shreveport, -a-fter 

all, what with all the things hanging fire in this area and in 

the Watchez region, I don t have to take on the entresol to 
Texas, which, in my opinion, Shreveport is. 

The "adan seems to be doing alright, is much stronger and 
threatening to get down stairs one of these days. 

nex interest in scrapbooks grows, and yesterday a big 
article in a. local paper as to the current Rivers and Harbors Bill 
in the Congress hopper, has spurred her along to include more stuff 
in her books. I think 1 am not too crazy about the proposal for 
the Red River Basin, making a canal from Shreveport to the 
Mississippi, via Gane River which would serve as an intregal 
part of the system. I don't think we need barges on dane River, 
but they might have some interest. — The life and Harper oopies 
to hand. I am opening them this evening, and know I have a treat 
in store. Thanks endlessly. 
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Maroh 18th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

• 

Thanks so much for the grand report, coming to land 
in Saturday's mail, and acknowledging so many ocmmunioations re¬ 
ceived, as of Monday last past. 

Before I forget it, let me hasten to assure t you that destruction 
of the Lormon letter makes no difference. The Madam saves a file, but 
she will have forgotten that the item went forward to her, or 
if she ever should recall, 1 will lie arid say I failed to send 
it and that I have it among my papers and will insert it in the 
file eventually. As for all other communications, you might 
destroy them, unless you should care ‘to return the Oklahoma 
.Press note, whioh might 1 be returned to me. The loss of it, 
however, would make not difference, as there is no need for it 
anymoieloved your account of "the examples of "Art", as corning 
to, hand for eventual hanging, - a hinging to take plaoe in some 
out of the way closet. Thanks the Lord you oan catch a glimpse 
of the sunshine of humor in what must be an otherwise rather 
trying experience, finding space to stare anything in an apart¬ 
ment.And also, while I think of it, may I thank you for your 
good offices, relative to the Bible Society. It was character¬ 
istically thoughtful of you to'do more than asked, - seoure 
a mere address, and naturally I am delighted to have the 
name of ^iss Margaret Hill, to whom I shall write later today, 
and if possible, I Shall put enough punch in the communica¬ 
tion to make her sit up and take notice. 

After getting off the letter to Miss Hill, I shall make up 
my mind what to do, in case she should ask to seq the 
manuscript. It covers such a variety of subjects and dwells in spots 
so endlessly-on purely personal relations, as between old Mr % 

Ghase and God almighty that for a soript reader, the thing could 
have a lot more punch in it, if some of the excraeneous stuff were 
deleted. But being possessed of no redder at the moment, and 
confronted .with such a bulky rtanusoript, - I may just send the 
whole thing along, - in case it is asked for, aooorapanied by 
a .rough synopsis that may intrigue the soript reader to wade 
through the duller parts to find the wealth of Bible disseminating 
with which the Society would be most concerned. 









I 
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■The greatest drawback about the manuscript, aside from 
its length, is the fact that so mahy of the episodes appear 
more the creation of a fertile imagination than hard truth. 

And yet the oldsters still living in -^atchez who remember Lr, 

Chase all oonour in declaring that he, of all people, was the 
most honest and truthful individual in the world/and I must 
say that some of the rather outlandish things he hands out as 
Gospel truth have been confirmed in toto by other research that 
I have done from time to time on the same subject , without 
knowing at that time of the existence of the Ghase manuscript, 

"fell, we shall see, and in the mean time, may I say 
‘fhank you again for all your good offices. * 

• « 

A note from Miss Myr Smith of -wevereux came to hand yesterday, 
I enclose it, and as I have no need for it, .you might 
dispose of it as you will, Following my last visit, I gather 
wliss-Myra And Miss Gad, - a dull lady living with her, have 
taken up gardening in a serious fashion. The gardens of 
Devereux are rather extensive and there is plenty to keep 
those two ladies ocoupied. I most certainly shall drop by 
to see ^iss Myra when next 1 am in town, Devereux, by"the way 
is about half a mile- from the end of St. Catherine 'Street, 
on the direot road to V/ashing ton, and as Devereux would' be’ 
passed every.time one went to and from Meade Villa to Hatohez 
it would always be nice to have such a delicious stopping off 

r .. ^ith the Madam still dining upstairs, Mifes Alberta and 
I frequently find ourselves having lunch together downstairs. 

Miss alberta is silly, of course, and frequently I' find I can 
up-set her without even trying. Yesterday, for example, 

I casually remarked how glad I am that Socialized Medeoine is 
gping to be made available eventually for the countless 
thousands now unable to afford medical care on a pay as you go 
basis. Only after / had made the remark did I realize that 
Miss Alberta is a Christian Scientist, and naturally she is 
all against any kind of Fedral assistance to anything in the 
medical field, "Insult to injury" is about'the only expression 
to oover niy barb in that oase, 1 guess. As Miss A., expressed 
lt r : i/hy should l have to pay taxes to support something 
which is entirely against my beliefs?" I pointed out that 
poverty stricken mothers, - or expectant mothers, might .be 
worth expending a little money on, in such situation, whereupon 
Miss alberta pulled that old line about the having of o.Aldren 
whioh always slays me: "If people would just Hold the thought, 
they wouldn't have babies?" 

On Saturday night we had another wash out of rain. It 
cami about the time the blaok birds were preparing to fold up 
their beards and take to the bamboo hedges for the night. 

1 he lightning and showers prevented their early retirement, and 
thousands of them blaokened the skies for over an hour as 
they wheeled about the big pecane and oaks preparatory for 
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taking to their beds. It would be difficult <ko estimate the 
vast numbers that cirole about the plaoe each evening and 
each daybreak, - possibly five thousand, possibly 25 thousand. 

It seems that they must always sit in the pecane trees just 
before going to bed and just after getting up from their 
bamboo couches in the morning, and the density of their numbers 
is astonishing. Last year, ^hreveport had quite a time with 
them. The public Square and ''ourt House is surrounded by 
live oaks, People would park their cars there, on & going 
to dinner. Returning to their cars an hour later, they would 
experience the greatest difficulty in locating them, what with 
the inoredible amount of fertilizer that had been dropped from 
the trees. People's olothes, in crossing the street, 
were wreoked. Something had to be done, and so the Gity 
Fathers decided to cut down the live oaks. The Idles, however 
~ on the assumption that guillotining was not necessary to 
alleviate a headache, protested vehemently, - and the trees 
remaind standing.and the birds contiued to use them as a roost. 

The Fire apartment hit on the idea of soaking the birds every 
time they settled down for a nice nap. That was effective for 
five minutes, although it did soak a lot of unsuspecting 
citizens, .And then the birdB, aft r taking a short turn 
would come right straight back, ^eotrio lights were then* 
strung in the trees, but the birds seamed to like the mazadas to 
sleep by. eventually a plan that worked was tried outl 

Wer v ?v 88Be ? int ° 8ervlc9 » armed with lawn mowers, 

4 pn f5 t £ em about the square every time the birds threatened 
to settle in the trees. The noise seemed to worry the birds where 
the fa.re hose and the eleotric lights did not. *nd so, at Ions 
last, Shreveport's public square is free of blaok birds who have 
ta^en up their perches in various suburbs, to the great dis- 
stress of oitizens living in out-lying districts. 

With such displays of the doings of our feathered friends.- 
when out of hand numerically, 1 can the more readily appreciate 
the problem of the passenger pigeons that used to darken the 
SKies in this region in the early 1800's. You may have read 
of the passenger pigeons in Audubon's Journal, - I think 
in the Kentuoky neighborhood, as I reoall. 

the day is g®tting under way, and I have someone 
waiting to see me, and so I shall have to fold up for the 
moment, -‘•hanks aga:n for your grand letter and for 
the ible Society address. I'll be back again shortly. 

Don t let the Brooklyn Art get you down............. 



i 




f 
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March 20th, 1945, 




Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

- * • ’ 1 * f 

"And dawn, with silver-sandled feet", as Oscar Wilde might 
and did express it, is just getting under way, 

I an just hack from Derry, where H, and ^ took little 
Miss Alberta to catch the 5 o'clock train for Jew Orleans, 

She left her painting duffle here, and plans to return shortly,- 
say 10 days or two weeks, 

c * 

With this pre-view of the day behind me, I look into a 
busy time from now until bed time, for there is much gardening 
to be done, and at 5 o'clock this evening, Sssae Mae and 
Miss Ramsay will arrive to spend the night, - and possibly 
longer, 

< I need not rehearse how glad I always am at the opportunity 
to cultivate la Culver, 1 reckon the Madam will probably fold up 
about 8 p.m. , as is her custom, and shall probably have the 
ladies on ray hands here in this house for a prolonged sitting,- 
I hope. 

La Ramsay does stuff for The Saturday Waning Post and 
Life, and it goes without saying that L shall push C&ne River hard, 
and lit,le Miss ^leraenoe in particular, I understand that Miss 
Ramsay's.article with photographs of Louisiana moss appeared in 
the Saturday Evening Bost sometime during the y ar, but L never 
did see it, I reckon x shall learn more particulars on that 
point shortly. 


jrora the enclosures, you will note that James appears to 
be working on the Life representative, too. We shall see what 
may result from pressure from two widely separated points, 

I suppose there may be several references in James letter 
that may not be quite clear. La Braid, of course, is the Madam, 
I think he makes some reference to how I digest his mail. This 
is in line with the faot that Mr. Brew or “r. Breux, - my 16 
year old reader, usually passed by my house right after school, 
which frequently is just prior to the supper hour, - a time 
when 1 usually take off my long beard and splash through a 
bath, following a busy time in the gardening department. In 
consequence, - to save ^r. Breux's time and to assure myself 
that I shall learn the* contents of the mail before another dawn 
and correspondence time, has rolled 'round, M r . Lreux reads 
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the letters while I am engaged in creating ooeans of soap suds. 

It certainly is an odd time to press a secretary into service, 
hut under the circumstances, - what with his pre and ante 
supper activities and my own, this seems to he about the only 
time one can positively count on. 

• • T ' ‘ ‘ * w ^ 

Mr. Breux's first name is 3arle, hut when he was about 
5 years old, v . H. i.enry, impressed by the hoy’s serious demeanor 
and responsibilities, styled him M r , Jreux and "r. Breux or 
sometimes spelled Brew, has been ^r. Breux or Brew ever since. 

I think 1 may have mentioned that his father was the 
Casanova of ^ane River. Colored ladies^ without end, threw 
themselves at Odyssus Breux, and aaxxxx save for philandering, 

Mr. 0. Breux would have nothing more to do with them. Then 
one day, "Teena", - so called because she was the 19th 
child in her family, was’pursued by tnis attractive youth, 
a baby was conceived, and to everyone's astonishment, Odyssus 
besought Teena's hand in marriage. But Teena would have none 
of him, - save the contact already referred to. And in consequence 
of all this carryings on,' Teena begot a son, Earle, m^ reader, 
and Odyssus bemoaned the snub, and eventually, after came here, 
died of tuberculosis. It is one of the strange love, affairs 
of this region. Later Teena married a man living on one of 
the Prudhomrae plantations in Bermuda (La Cote Joyeuse", and 
Mr. Brew lives with his grandmother. Sis Randolph, at Melrose. 

He is very intelligent, makes good o‘of fee and reads well. Eventually 
shouldLinderhof come into focus, Mr. Brew mi e ht be something 
in the set up. 

Did I tell you that I got off a fairly satisfactory letter, - 
by air, - to Miss Margaret Hill, on Monday. I referred to her 
conversation with you, outlined the general nature of the Journal, 
with a biographical* sketch of the Rev. B, ^hase, ana suggested that 
if it was felt this remarkable document merited a printing under the 
Society'-s auspices, I would send a portion of it for inspection, 
with the understanding that, should the manuscript be accepted, 

I would supply the notes, covering individuals and events appearing 
in the manuscript. Eventually, - should it be accepted, I shall 
ask for the copyright in my name. ' Should she ask that a portion 
of the Journal be sent, x shall of course lift out a slice, - 
the section detailing the brief history of the founding of the 
Society in London in the early 1800's and some of B. Phase's 
activities as its American agent in the great J 0 uth West, 

In the event the manuscript should be rejected, I think I shall 
ask her to forward it to you, - if you should care to look at 
it. I should warn you that it is mighty dull for the most part, 
butastonishingly informative and sometimes unbelieveably hilarious. 
What with'all the bulk of the enclosures, I had better fold at 
this point. I think so often of the new domestic arrangements 
and*hope they are getting shaken down, without too much wear 
and tear on the one,whose shoulders support so many burdens.. 
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M&rcfy fc&nd, 1945. 


Memorandum to flipping c er vice: . 

v f 

High-Hoi Too many visitors, and yet not too many. 

I may or may not have reported putting Miss Alberta on 
the train for Lew Orleans on Tuesday morning at 5. The day 
as it unrolled, turned out to be fairly full. 

About 3 p.m., .Caroline Mormon and "ole Virginie" blew in. 

An hour later, "Qle Virginie" blew out again, going to 
town to spend the night, with Caroline remaining here until 
the following day. 

While Caroline and I were at supper along about 5:30, 

'la belle Essae Mae and Caroline Ramsay arrived. You may have seen 
some of Caroline ,Ramsay's oolored photographs and articles which 
have appeared in the Satur ay Evening Post. 

Well, w.e had a prolonged sitting., - first in the Madam's 
room and then later in my house, - with only Miss '■'ulver and - 
Miss Ramsay being invited over here. 

We covered a lot of- ground, and especially the aspects of 
a future ^apartment of Documents, The sitting lasted until 
midnight, when thq ladies returned to sleep in the big house. 

t 

And then something typically ^elr se happened. Mattie, 

- the cook, is a field ni, ger, and cannot tell time, save by 
t e sun. Tuesday night^s moon fooled.her. The Madam, and 
Caroline, Dormon, who was sleeping' with her, were awakened 
for their morning beverage. Little Miss Lormon glanced at 

»* < * r 

the clook and fell b&ok on her pillow ih gales of laughter. 

It was precisely one o'clock in the morning. ^ 

• 1 v - - •* ■* v t . 

On Wednesday morning, almost noon, I got hold of Alga 
Ramsay. She is a swell person. Together we went down to call 
on Clemenoe. Miss “amsay was enohanted at the peisonality and 
the artistry. I had done what I could to prepare a sale of 
Cane River to Miss Ramsay. Miss R. was completely sold after 
her visit to the artist’s home. 

ska win return here in ^ay, after a quick trip in April 
to Lew fork, -'he plans to do some portraits of J lemenoe while 
at work, - both manual and artistically engaged. She plans some 
of these studies with examples of ^lenience's paintings as a 
background, ^he plans a lot of other angles, fhe idea was 
working alright, I could eee that. 










1 yy. . l i, 1 . ^*" r * * t s'* 11 
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And so, after finishing this brief report, i am writing a formal 
letter to Mr. .Fipes, advising him that the artist whoseillustrations 
the University Frees now holds, along wit), the manuscript for 
the folk lore book, is going to be studied in color and in an 
artilce or articles, along with Cane River, which will 
eventually appear in The Saturday evening lost and in Life, - 
either publication or both. I remark that I pass this along to 
him, thinking the publicity angle might interest the Press. 

We shall see if this makes a dent in -the Press, and if 
will come to Cane River first from Oklahoma, as vaguely xbx 
referred to in Mr. Pipes’ letter to me, or if it will just 
oaring Up here at ^elrose before Oklahoma gets around to 
making un its mijid. If i oan arrange it, I shall try to slow 
down *“iss Ramsay’s enthusiasm for the Life angle, and turn 
it into the Saturday Evening Post channel, ,while beckoning 
other representatives of Life to come along, so that both 
periodicals may give Olemenoe a thorpugh going over, ^o 
things turn in these parts. 

I have no news in particular covering idnaerhof or Nubia, as 
I sometimes think of it. I am afraid it will be impossible to 
contemplate the alphone strip at the moment, but yesterday J. H. 
referred to thePeter strip a & ain, when I remakred that I should 
like to plant some oaks and magnolias there to get them started 
before the season gotp .along too far. He said he was glad i mentioned 
the matter. From this I assv^me that the plot of ground is likery 
to fall into our laps .before so very long. In my inimitable 
map, I fear A gave the impression of a greater amount of land 
involved than is acutally thq case, - but to indica e the spot, 

I unintentionally got the thing out of proportion, actually 
there isn't much more than an acre or two, - I guess, - to the 
y/est of the Bermuda road, and between it and the river, but it 
is the pri,ze spot on -ane River, and quite adequate for a good 
look at thq river, the distant hills and oceans of blue sky, - 
all of ,which cost nothin^, but which, if properly inoluded in 
the planting beipg contemplated, ought to make something 
delioious. I shall draw another one of my inevitable and 
inimitable sketches shortly, to further indicate location of things 
asi they now stand, and proposed planting, etc. 

There are fu'ther particulars, but no time to get them 
down before today's t outgoing mail, ,and so I shall ju^t send this 
along, but not without adding .that my thoughts are busy these 
days, in an enthusiasm for what stretches ahead in the field 
of*a quiet resting place and retreat in the land of the 
children of strangers where quiet is golden and peace and friendli¬ 
ness still flourishes for souls who are kindred, and I think it 
unnecessary for me to enumerate individuals for whom nubia would 
be embellished in prepartation for a certain day when. 


March £5th, 1945. 


Memorandum to flipping Uervioe;' 

Only a hurried note this morning, as time presses. 
Thought you would’ enjoy seeing the enclosures, as did 


Apparently the Olemence things went over nicely. 

Bobbs u errill turned down the Louisiana Scrapbook, 
with the suggestion that it would be better to piece the 

several items togeher, I gather that all the editors 
who have seen the mrfnus'oript thus far have something like 
Lyle's Old Louisiana that they cannot get it into their 
minds that this manuscript is, indeed, a Scrapbook. Should 
the thing be pieoed together like Old Louisiana, then the 
title of Scrapbook would be ridiculous, of course, and one 
would have to rename it "LUSH OLD XOUZAMA or some such, 

' and the Scrapbook idea, with it potential sales appeal as 
a tourist item would evaporate before the thing got on 
the market, and in'the enol, - after stringing the stuff to¬ 
gether, one would have merely another Old Louisiana, and 
the originality and essenoe of the whole thing would be non¬ 
existent. 

I have writen ^r. Pipes this morning that 1 would 
forward the manusoript to Random House, and after they have 
turned thumbs down on it, send it on to Hastings House. 

After all, if a strong enough letter is written, under¬ 
lining the Sorapbook idea, - and by including a cover from 
the box of ^hitman ^ampler Randy, it is just possible 
that the Scrapbook idea might get across. And Rarapbook for 
the tour sit trade, I assume, would be a desireable item. 

It is certainly curious how difficult it is to get a simple 
idea in to the mind of an intelligent mind ( interruption) 

So much for that, "S for the Rleraenoe **how, it is good . 
to know that it has gone over so nicely and that a couple 
of public shows are in the offing. In my note, acknowledging 
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particulars, ^ have recommended the immediate sale of the 
items, as soon as the several Oklahoma shows close, with 
the'money being accepted in advanoe of the final display. 

In my mine, once someone has invested money in such a 
(an) exmple of Uane ^iver primitifs, they or he will feel 
that his inve tment should he called to the attention of 
his friends, and so the blaok star on the Southern horizon will 
glow with additional fame. An<, incidentally, as the 
publicity attendintg oleraenoe will spread through the medium, 
of the Caroline Ramsay articles in The Saturday Evening Post, 
or in Life, - or in both, so will the pride of the owners 
of a Clemenoe in Oklahoma tend to inspire friends and 
acquaintances to do likewise and acquire examples of this 
dusky brush, and so. the public will be prepared for a volume 
which will carry her illustrations, 

t * 

We don't make much money, but w. certainly do stir'up 
pretty good messes, 

• 

On the home front, things appear to be rocking along 
alright. 

There is no opportunity to write more at the moment, 
but shall be back again shortly, and will burden your 
mail with additional details and sketches of the inimitable 
nature with which you are so well acquainted, 

• * « 

Ho more ripples oovering the ^ane River Shangrilar, but 
I think, a little breeze is stirring. There are so maiiy 
futures to oanvaB, - so many possibilities to explore,- 
not so much for any pragmatic slant but rather for the sheer 
joy of talking things over.. 
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March 26th, 1945, 


Memorandum to'Clipping Service*. 

The enclosures speak for themselves, and I share 
them with you as they seem to suggest possibilities of 
future lines of undertaking that should give substance 
to current ends toward which we strive. 

Thank u eave that the Sditor in question seems 
to comprehend the tourist angll, for with such a hurdle 
once passed, there is a possibility that the Scaapbook 
idea may oatoh in Oklahoma, and eventually encompass other 
States and publishers, - once one of these items may 
have an opportunity to make a place for itself in the 
list of slow but prolonged steady sellers, I was 
especially struck by the reference to the Mississippi 
Scrapbook, and in responding, I pointed out that 
since the Uncle Ike (Isaac Srwin) item is one that 
will have but a limited sale at best, it would be well 
if we might be able to side-track it to give preference 
to Old Louisiana Scrapbook, Fabulous 62, Pride Without 
Pillars, and the folk lore items as fill-ins. 

I should certainly like to get my teeth into the 
Oklahoma Press for a solid half hour, I might not 
do much influrencing but ^ oertainly could spill a flock 
of ideas, - one or two of which might stick, 

I am rushed at the moment, what with people here 
to give this house a Spring cleaning, and I must 
accordingly fold. More later, and better, i hope. 

In the event that ^ubia should become a reality, so 
far as possession goes, it would certainly be nice to 
have our mutual friend, the collaborators, sitting hard by 
to give some suggestion and supervision to var ous 
undertakings, with a view to his eventually occupying 
a maisonette on the plaoe. Ke has his mind set on 
a strip of property down of Melrose proper, - but 
that property does not give on the river itself, and 
there are two disadvantages, - a road which is a 
little too close, and a bayou which is more pretty 
to view in passing than to live in, I think. But 
in the event that strip should become available, it 
will be nice to have such a neighbor anyway, should the 
occupant of la maisonnette, inthe shadow of tne Mison 
due U eigneur, - sometimes called The queen's house, 
turn out to be the focal point. So many little 
points of sec .,dary importance I shall TOitQ 6tout 

















subsequently. In the mean time, things'appear altogether 
rosey, and may they take on substance shortly. One other 
thing i would add, but it eludes me momentarily, so I 
shall skip. 

1 might add that the reference in the enclosure to 
"bayou" refers to the author of the volume beginning 
with that word, - Bayous of Louisiana. 



April 2nd, 1946. 


* Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

I hope I am not bombarding you too heavily with reports. 

In the event that their descent is too fast and furious, please 
feel perfectly frank in saying so and 4 can slow up a little. 

I certainly don't want to burden you, especially at a time 

when a couple of thousand other circumstances must of necessity must 

claim most of your time. Unless advised to the contrary, however, 

I shall jog along as usual., 

Little Miss Kinsey, - remarkable gnome, reported on 
Saturday from ^ew s r i e ans. She had seen her friend but once since 
she returned there from here, and that was the day following 
her arrival back home. She has talked with him several times on 
the telephone but as he speaks very indistinctly these days, she 
didn't learn much directly from these contacts. She did report 
from those who have entry, however, the^ he isn't well, in fact, 
according to one of her informants, he is approaching about the 
same condition which characterized his physioal self just before 
going to the hospital last autumn, That certainly doesn't 
sound much like reformation, does it? 

I reckon you may have read in the papers of the high water 
in these parts. Bed Biver is spilling over its levees in 
this area, Cane Biyer is up and low lands in the Ciontierville 
area are being evaouated of its inhabitants, - a tent city 
being put ovexxnxx up over night to house the refugees. 

'On the radio the other day, I heard it said, - I think it was 
Columbia's World Today program, that the levee of the Mississippi 
had broken near Alexandria, La. This oarne as something of 
a surprise, since the Mississippi was about 100 miles away from 
Alexandria the last time I knew anything about it. -It is 
a oase in point in which errors can be made and curious impressions 
result. I take it that reporting of domestic situations abroad 
may sdmetimes get twisted this way, and no doubt accounts for 
“*rs. Brandon's impression as set down in the enclosed letter. 

And may I think you at this point for your nice joint 
faster letter which arrived on Saturday. The lady was extremely 
pleased and threatened to write you without delay. She may 
and she may not. Sometimes she intends to do a letter to 
one or the other of her children before sundown, and perhaps 
a dozen sun will rise and sink before she gets around to it. 

Seh was delighted to have the clippings, too, although she didn't 
read them to me at the time, as guests arrived. We shall be 
looking for the copy of the Century you mentioned. She was 
‘pleased about that, too, t > ’ 




I 




• ■ 





















From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS# #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r 






1 






' Cl 


1144 


I saw J. h, for a few moments on Saturday before he left 
for ^ew Orleans for the week end. He told me that the General 
was departing for x taly and Germany shortly. He said that before 
leaving hosever the General had written him as regards his 
opinion about Hubia, •“■coording to J, E,, the General wrote 
most flatteringly about the prospective owner of that small acre, 
and heartily approved of the"transfer. In his official capacity 
as Administrator, I suppose that will make the act praotically 
assured 

. Prom this point on, I think I shall let the matter 
rock on its own momentuij. t J. H. already knows that I want to 
plant magnolias this year, and that "ay is the ideal time 
to do,that, I assume that the trillsTe£ may be made b onetime 
within the next eight weeks, ^hen, .- AHD IS 1 , - that is 
accomplished, I shall immediately begin negotiations for 
the strip along th$ river, immediately,"outh of the lapis ^ert 
to guarantee a prolonged view from the north end of the lapis 
Vert. Ihis may be somewhat complicated, what with 3 eights 
of the thing possessed by the ^enrys and.5 eights possessed by 
"Pfyonsie" and his family. "Phonsie" father in law now occupies 
a small eabin, slap at the end of the i api Vert where the 
property adjoins Hubia, but 1 think that hazard may be hurdled 
without too much difficulty* 

After that, I think shall have the paroel fenced in, and 
at the same time the bamb»xx magnolias are planted for the 
3ast side of the lapis ''ort, I shall plant a hedge of bamboo 
along the entire length of the property, paralleling the 
Bermuda! Cote ‘'oyeuse) * l oad, and possibly along the South 
Uubian line, adjoining "Phonsie 1 s" property. < 

"" t t ) 

This would be something in the nature of a P.>»,A. project, 
but 1 think x could, do it at praotically no cost at all. After 
all, there are plenty of bamboo .roots on helrose, and I might 
as well make the ma-st of them, thereby giving added seclusion to 
Hubia and at th same time increasing the value of the property 
generally. , 

It might be better to let the fence go until autumn, 
what with the opening of the, planting season, and consequent drain¬ 
age of man power for fence building. But of course no planting 
cna be done until what is planted is protect from oows that roam 
the roads at will, and naturally, although things grow fast in 
this area, it is always nice to get the bamboo curtain rising 
and the raagn.olias on their way to producing their "great irvory 
globes 

Boane and "lice are scheduled to visit here about April 20th. 

I should like to rp.de b,ack with them to pick up some documents 
in Ha'^chez. i'he. aate for the Alexandria broadcast has not be 
determined. #o exaot date has been set for la uuy^ood’s advent. 

I shall try to keep my calendar fluid, with only one "must" on 
the docket, - a oonstant stream of Memoranda..... 
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April 9th, 1946. 

tc- . at “mo , 
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is Memorandum to Clipping ^ervioe: 

, 

oc •••. This is not so much a report, as an excuse for enclosures. 

•tenJo 9hJ to 7. i co •< ac • 

▲a I reaall, the letter from Mary Rhodes is fairly 
ui i . olsar as to personalities and plaoes mentioned, The 

individual referred to as moving from north Union to South 
Union is Dr. Sutler's daughter, Virginia Butler Dixon. ; 

- , The Beach Master is her brother, young Pieroe, at present in 
.the JBavy in the P&eifio, having something to do about landing 
with several of the different invasion foross on the several 
•i islands. t . J jk I J-■ , '■> v ■ 

Roane 1* the lady who aomes .off second best in the other 
referenoes, particularly as regards her little house down on 
Beverly, etc. -isiaoti , ■ ‘ 

ioi jta Ji- -• «-.••' .4?. .. i- j- 

I don't reeall anything not particularly clear in *». 

Pipes' letter.. .The reference to him and me doing .an illustrated 
article on Game River is pertinent, I-think. ' J 

It has seemed to me but fair to write him regarding the 
faint possibilities as to Hubia, for when Rossnwald says lo 
to his current application, - as I feel almost assured Roeenwald 
will, thanks to the influence of the author of the Bayous, 

Mr. Pipe8 will be oasting about for plana for the immediate 
future. IP. - and it ie a big onej - if Hubia should 
! come to hand, it would provide him with,a pleasant situation, 
although a little primitive until something is realised on 
£ some of the current things holding their breath* - publications, 
' I mean. His presence here, however, would afford me some 
opportunity to do some things during the ensuing year whioh 
otherwise would have tQ .be .left .undone* . .In the event things 
should work out that way, it will be nioe to have someone living 
on the plaos while i retain my reeidenoe here for an indefinite 
period, * at least until some marx souroe of inoome begins 
to perk. Then, too, he will afford a pleasant nuoleus around 
whioh a rather pleasant group may eventually grow up in the 
future. 

The only drawback, and there is one, - is the faot that 
"a cause de la jalousie" of last summer, his looal hostess 
so thoroughly discredited him in the eyeB of everyone of the 
immediate household that it will take a little time to wear that 
down. The former hostesB, however, seems to have done a right- 
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about face, • even as in the oase of ars. Moore, while at the 
same time, her antipathy for the author of the Bayous has 
mounted accordingly, but on entirely different grounds, 
apparently* i 'oday a blistering letter went forward to the 
Bayous, forbiding him to use her or her neighborhood in his 
foth-ooming book. That seems altogether unwise to me, but 
that is in reality no affair of mine. 

After hazarding the thought in my last report, - or second 
from the last, the high water oame along and so disrupted the 
mails that i feel quite .sure you were not inconvenienced by too 
many missies arriving, one on top of the other. At the 
present writing, it would seem as though ,the Bed River levee 
on the back of *elrose will hold, by dint of strenuous labor in 
the sandbag department* k’or the first time in a week, the 
rivqr is not rising at Shreveport, 100 miles to the sorth, 
and it is e^peoted that it will no increase muoh more here, - 
unless the promised raine for tonight should be exeessive. 
levee e -'•! no sslio! .ids. wil duoxelllb end 'zo. £ sevt:.-.: . 

The gardens , or at least thr flowers, are really wonderful 
at the moment, and I so muoh wish you might be here to share 
their oomposite perfumes. A lot of tall lilies and 
xxlmax orinoms are at their best, the roses.bushes are 
heavy with blossoms, with faint peonies for .flavor and 
magnolia forsoati for pungency, along with siringa for 
.intensity end beauty bushes for explosions ofmllk like 
showers. Louisiana is so lovely at this season, in spite 
of its exoessisses in fragrance end shadings. Somehow it 
reminds me of what, or rather the three words whioh someone 
onoe said were the prise oombination ever made by s 
Edgar Allen Poe: - 

3 o?i hems as daowfa lee* 1 - ,a oi: c Uqqz tccewss elrf ot 

."The viol, the : violet and the vine". * J cd .. , 


After all, here -wq have the mocking bird.and the 
wren for the viol, the violet and tons of other flowers for 
the. second requisite, and this, being a dry Parish, we 
have plenty of fruit of the vine, seeming the more preolous 
I suppose beoause it is verboten, 

Eventually...... 


- 
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Memorandum: 

as sn 

through the medium of their marvelous perfume. 

April 12th, and the flood waters reached their 

point at Melrose. It was well that I had JJ°T® 4 .^ a ^5aces 
from the margin of yesterday's seepage. Their former pl»°®® 
STweSt EdSr watex. Along the river road usually a dozen 

feet about the surface of the river, J h ® "®*® r n0W .it£ p J$L at 
the edce of the dusty thoroughfare. A little way down the 
road bv the Spillway, a torrent of water had taken the highway 
U. teiSS rtXitlcm. swapping It off Into nothlngn... 
ln°the swirling waters, and cutting “.J 01186 

the tent oity of refugees beyond the spillway J*®? 1 ** . 

The only communications with lemenoe and 3 he *.v en ^i at 

by boat, and it is soewat risky to negotiate the flood tide at 

the moment. 

hard yu. i ss ,r kpsus 

itself when similar oiroumstanoes are applied to a global pattern. 

when world problems, too vast or too complicated for my 

understanding, were in the hands of the pr ®® id ®?*» ^hat^hey 
relax from worry on such matters, feeling, as d d » ^ 

were in the hands of one whom mankind could 

death, that feeling of assurance has evaporated, and I am oalled 
upon, as a oitizen of the world, to transfer my faith, from 
a human instrument of the Almighty to God Himself. 

To some of the untutored darkies, the news ths ^ # M £* 
had died meant nothing. To many of them, the name of Boosevelt 
signified nothing. In their minds, the Goernment or the 
Governor, the President and Uncle Sam are all 
and the name Roosevelt for many of them is Just another name. 

Do you. suppose on the night of the crusifiotion, a° m « 0 “® 
mentioned the death of Jesus to isay. P 08 ® 1 ***' f 

Lazarus, and the brother, for whom ^hirst had done so muoh, 
didn't even recognize Christ’s name? 
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April 16th, 1946* 

' 

©:id boa , eseerci <n'id :ci . 

end 3 «iJfiTooeo ,'rewcXl f Ia2 cri , 

. Olid 

Memorandum to flipping Sarvioe: 

T . i^nrta to receive report, even though.the mail* 

I ^&I\e?wrely*thJse day5. *he air mail, as from 
Si rii Uailifi U?. lin., arrlr.4 h.r. on th. 

2 3v By the time another week has elapsed, I 

following ?i- V io e f 0 r mail transportation, will he 

orKaSo.S « ?SaI ooSSlnioatloS mill ba.aff.otod 
«lth groat.r dlspatoh. , . . .. 

T < « no1 OM . mlro of the B.4 Hirer. area, whloh la probably. 

I enoiose a map oi * already seen This will illns- 
not so good as m py y . waY we we re suddenly surrounded hy 
S t ’"hove placed an X indioating approximate looation 
Sethis place An arrow from the grand eoore neighborhood in- 

t 5 i SiS the water seeping through, filled in the area. West of 
ii;;*”2*. and Montrose, with 4 or 6 feet of 

water^Bome I Tx 3mtSI inbreadth. Then the arro^ get South 
ftfSItohitoohee shows where the levwees crumbled, an* torrents 
ol wept dSwTon us . - on the Bast bank of Cans 

f^om the Sorth-Sast. She third arrow, in the Golf ax 

area indicates where the levees crumbled again, 

Red River to the South ^ast of us, and backing up the flood to 
connect with the volume of water already bearing down on us 
ffom the *orth Sast. At this writing the water seems about 
iaationary.’ It laps the road along the.river, and comes 
__ * 0 +v Q garden fenoe in baok of elr 08 e,‘but there is 
a^narrow strip about & miles in length along the highway where 
* I not oome , varrying in width, - the dry part, 

o. n _ bQ „ rest to 1 000 yards. We are blocked off from the 
re 8 rof ?he llrU^aSd of course everything^ tween this 
wir-t^Red River, whence stretches this plan 






water will not oome, varrying in width, - d *y P a J*» 
fmm 600 feet to 1 000 yards. We are blooked off from the 
of the'Barisb and of course everything ^between this 
•omnloty bwk-to‘8,4 Hirer, *heno. Btr.tbhos thlo plontaUon,^ 

If gjfjjg Mil 111 d,pth fro “ * f00t p 7 

-. th* road the noisey bag is-making a great raoket, end e: 

H SllIS histlriJil talel, but although water comes up 

alos/to ’ that 1 town, it has nor.r ri.oh.4 th. highway .Mr. 

,he dwells, and gradually, it will reoeed. 

# J .1-0 . J . .. J .. ■ UV.: v v LXO 




__pHi.MPOTBi .IS:::: J;*o $1 iqqlesiaalf od revo 

fttirrounded as we are by thousands of acres ofi flood land, 

EgfflSKr sweeping by the place in a swift current, one 
wtuxi w ane River sweeping naMn . trees in full 

is bound to see curious sights, 
leaf, float majestically al 


with 


_. _ !k* - T 

Great peoane trees in full 
/or a dead oow, or. as I 

r _ _ -el a rod ' 

LL& il-ad" lo dol a on eish moi-i dOiissda .Xaisax/ at.'.a 

ai ^ena eta dreed \jia baa ..lasa , asiio naom ecu nl 
hd8 8od r^uol ood .sXqoeq c.yd io .,uc u ere ,Si.-;-I.f 


. ml 

r. Cl 


ooeeq 1c uesert a otfii 


ii&a oid, 




.11 sad i 
tr.-jam j-iC’i 


Ll r v lf 


rt"rn iJ FtT t* 
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notioed the other day, a dead hors®, still hearing his saddle. 

Further up th® road s neat littl® house, - from somewhere above 
Grand Boore, oame into view, floating quietly as * 

it were the most natural thiqg in the world. The thing that 
made it seem so weird were the dainty white ruffled curtains in 
the upper windows, moving gently in the breeze, and the 
potted geranium, in full flower, gracefully decorating the 
window ledge between the gently waving ouratins. 

With hundreds of square miles hereabouts under water, the 
reptile department, of course, is working over time, since those 
things have no place to go, save in the trees. When the waters 
subside, I trust it will make lpts of room for the super¬ 
abundance with which we are now possessed. As reptiles gov, 
mocassins would never take a prize for their beauty, and 
when one encounters, - thanks to the flood, a couple of old 
blunt-tail nooassins, perhaps but 2 feet long, but three inohes 
thiok, the dirty gray hide, seemingly moss grown, really lsn t 
prett flat tie from the low lands, whnever possible to save them, 
were driven up here, and now they are confined within quickly con¬ 
structed fences within a limited space, while oalvea and hogs roam 
the roads at random. u ne of the inx minor casualties in 
my garden was paintfully evident when a big old sow nosed her 
way through the picket fence,, tromped down by butterfly lilies. 

surrounding the big old, iron sugar pot, - an item some 6 feet across 
and 3 feet deep, shaped like a cup. When 1 discovered her, 
she had eaten up all my gold fisn , and was oomplaoently sitting 
in the midst of the pot, her front feet, resting over the side. 

I certainly regretted tfye loss of the gold fish, but the sow was 
suoh a sight that * .nearly fell out laughing. 

A oable from ^io indicates a flight to Paris on Tuesday, for 
a stay for a month with the possibility of a southern appointment. 

I have had no communication, - by my own expressed wish, - during 
the past twelth month, because of an incident following Hie 
resignation in Pearl arbor days* At that time, Vichy, when unable 
to foroe,offioers of the .^oernment to remain within the organization, 
trumped up charges against all who resigned, and,if such people 
chanced to be in this country, false charges against them were filed 
with F.B.I., which was both ridiculous and annoyihg. With things 
baok to normal again, all that business has ceased, l suppose, 
and correspondence may be resumed without a lot of ektra reading being 
required by that bureau which, ^aven knows, is already too over¬ 
worked with real oases and not phoney ones. . , 

e sriw i 3 hericoex i ad 31 «»oc J&At of esc ■ 

Harmed in, as we are.at the moment, all tought of running 
over to Mississippi is out until the end of the month at' least. 

With the temporary confusion and unusual demands put on J, , 

I am not mentioning nubia, particularly as the Estate lawyer is 
Secretary of the ^eveee Board, and up to his hips inpressing 
demands right now. I, may skip mention of the business until after 
the Natchez interlude, where I might remain for a feij day^ longer 
than usual. My absence from here might do a lot of talk all 
by itself. In the mean time, my head and my heart are busy in 
long range plans, where by one or two people, too long tossed 
about on a storm, unsympathetic sea, may find a haven of peace 
and labors of love that somehow will make life the more worth while.•• 





1150 


Jtitt 


50 0.1 1 


, April 17th, 1945. 


>41 



- 




# . • * v ' • - x : • 

Memorandum to clipping Service: 

lour aj^r mail report, dated April 2nd, came to hand 
in yesterday*8 post. Thank you much. 

I deeply appreciate your conoern for our physical safety. 

We are quite safe, although considerably hedged 
moment, i think we are cut off from the outside world by all 
save boats and air planes, - of which an ample supply is 
concentrated in this area. 

There have been some personal losses, but insignificant, 
so far as losses are measured by usual standards. There were 
some papers, - personal ones, - whioh for one reason or another, 

I had housed in the home of a friend, some distance from here. 

It is my understanding, - although the facts await conf irmation,- 
that that house has floated away. If this be true, 
papers are gone, but they aren't of first magnitude in the general 
scheme of things, and one has so much to mourn in this April of 
1946, that these little personal things really don t amount to 
a row of pins. , 

It is heartening to realize that Melrose proper and Nubia 

have proven themselves too ljigh * or wate ?® i°*? 0aoh a 

and the buildings. It is said that in 1849 there was considerable 

high water in these parts, but nothing like it slnoe, 
turmoil is over, the levees will be made stronger than ever and 
probably not even in another century will there be anything 
like it. Sven so, it is pleasant to realize that the high 
ground of Molroso and Uubia have withstood, • with dry feet, 
the present inundation. ! 1 H y4.I vi i HUM/Sit \J* '>,<*/■> £0 c; • 

As indicated in my last report, I have let the matter 
of ^ubia slide momentarily. What with so many oonoeras pressing 
those in oontrol, it seems to me untimely to bring up the matter 
at the moment, especially as legal papers oould scarcely be executed 
at the moment, since getting to town isn t too be thought of, save 
on matters of pressing import, - and Nubia can a . 

week or two. My position relative to that.matter is that 
the thing should be terminated, - one way or the other, - 
during the present season,; - if it if> to accomplished at 
all, and as soon as the waters have subsided an J ™ings approach 
a degree Of normaloy, I shall ask for a Yes or Ho with 1 
the legal formal!tiea. »• v 





I 
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As the radio announces further floods headed this way 
in.the Arkansas River area, I am wondering what the next 
four months will he like. J?ithin a couple of weeks, I 
am looking for the Oane River seotion to be drying up, but 
1 suppose high water in the Mississippi will hold up the 
flow of Red River and the Ouohitas (?) River, whioh may 
delay direct travel to Natohez, Of the latter trip, 1 should 
much like to make use of it, as a kind of example of retirement, 
should the Nubia matter tend to drag. But we shall cross 
those rivers when the time arrives, and perhaps there may be no 
need for suoh a crossing. 


Qjb 


With the mails so unprediotable at the moment, I am 
wondering if la Haygood may have written regarding her 
intentions to come here. She oouldn't make it at the 
moment, but * feel certain that the floods will have sufficiently 
subsided by the 1st of May so that train service will be resumed. 

! - ' ’ ' _ I “ C 

• Did I tell you that I-wried la Rssae Mae, suggestion that 
.she communicate with Miss Ramsey immediately, - assuming she 
had her -New York address, with*a view to having Life send her 
here by plane to get color film records of (Jane River during 
and after the high-water? I know not if anything will come of 
that, 

. '.ai ■ r 

I haven't told James that the manusoript he forwarded me by 
express has not oome to hand as yet, • the one I wanted to 
oall to the attention of 1: Haygood. I assume express marked 
for Derry is probably being held in Shreveport or 
Natohitoohes, since there is no train-service here, and I 
presume it will oome through in due time. *fter all, fixpress 
is pretty safe. Then, too, there Is no rush about getting 
the manuscript anyway, sinoe no one knows about la Haygood, 

• ,o 

Yesterday Alexandria had a 4 inohes-rain, -an inch of 
rain, you will reoall, represents 60 tons to the acre. I 
am oe tainly glad the water dropped down from the skies below 
rather than above us. • 

IOvi } *. I 0i. -I !U ’ll l ' O' i . \>> if. • J ' i J .1 f . ■. ■ X J it C i '; •„ 

Must skip along. I apologize for a dumb letter, but 
thought the fact that one was sent might re-assure you as^to 
the security of our present situation, as they used°to say 
in ante bellum days. I shall always treasure the remark regarding 
the wish to share together even the disasters. So often has that 
been manifested in the past, so oftent during the present. How 
pleasant to think that they are gradually, : one by one, being 
shared now, and that when Nubia comes into-focus, and Meade Villa, 
the hazards will be exhausted and Heaven will be on hand. May 2 
I add that Nubia is but a oonvenienoe in my mind, as a name. 

I like Arenbourg so much. The first four letters mean so muohto 
me, - ^eioost-Bttal, - L’Htat, - o'est moi.. 


if oa 

9*5 30 !J 
biui z &I .v p'3 , 
TittV.i ©r!3 bio3 


! } oj ti x t> j -• o i e 


.*£. vi . 


April 19th, 1946. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Servioet 

Ih, post mao *as tind yeata.daj, on t , gular 

.April 18 th. th. time lag.'-mder present 
oircumstanoes, does not seem exoessive. 

ite fact that .this report oame trough <m . lair sohsdul. 

I am hoping that out-going ones may enjoy a similar iaolii y 

delivery. . a a noi.< 

' 1 SS «og fa ^^^^^‘^‘.ould 

i.ir«“retpon^o.jnuir it iSts as though Fat. had turned th. 

.. r _ X o +A fin f 




9*1: 


Keep t . . _ 

from a fluid stags to an ol^ wet one. 

With thing8 swirling so fast and so uncertainly here for a 
.Jls* - SI with the 8 realization that mail Just wasn't 
being & piokedSp by the postman at this offiOe, it ia^iite 
possible that I did not write many lettSrB. To be 

■ - 

Cane River situation offered a wonderful,, opportggity for her 
illustrating and contrasting how things appeared the flood 

- • SSS return, fc S SS - 

mnvA tr> bar rieht away was the fact that she was in New York, 

ad dr e as SSaUS. df!S with Life and Saturday Evening *ost. 
on _ arwinaA name from The Lady of the Commission yesterday, 

• complianoe^mlth the sirs. |he hud forsard.d it 

by mail to General delivery, Morgan city, La. Heally. 

Well, that lets the color films of the flood out alright, 
but there is at least the satisfaction that <jne had made a gesture 

■j ~ t . * , 

anyway, . — j - - 


over 
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There was, in the same letter yesterday, a reference to la 
helle 'v.'s reoent visit to the Crescent City, made specifically 
to see how things ' ere going with Old Man Rirer. . 

Miss A. had reported by letter, 2 weeks ago, that that gentleman 
had told her he was departing for parts unnamed with valet and 
secretary. Miss 0. telephoned the hotel but was told the gentleman 
had left word at the desk that he was out of town and would not 
return until April 17th. By bhanoe. Miss C. met a friend in 
the street who reported having been at a party at the hotel 
last Sunday, where the host appeared in a very preoarious 
situation, so far as health*was concerned, - a state not unlike 
that obtaifaing just before he went ,to the hospital-last time. 

The Madam fears suioide eventually or a prolonged period of 
incapacity. Only time will tell, of course, but anyway you 

look at it, it doesn't appear very rosey. - 

'» v ~ ^ ■ -F-*»-• * ' ^ > *- '* V. '•’> 2S-XQ i CO 1 *.j c K* 

The local flood situation appears to be improving, furiously 
enough as water falls in one section, it seems to rise in another, 
due to additional breaks in the levees at different? points, I suppose, 
or local showers in one area or another , feeding into a particular 
seotion. Paradoxically enough, we are beginning to need rain quite 
badly for the gardens,* even though the flood waters are lapping 
qt the edges of the hedges. I like that, - "edges of the hedges . 

Well, anyway^ on this particular pin-point, it hasn't rained 
since April 1st, and things are dry, dry* An yet, water is so near 
that only yesterday, i Jumped over the vegetable garden fenoe where 
a boat was tied,'got in it and rowed for a mile aoross one time 
cotton fields, and waB depressed enough to enoounter plenty of 
pigs, dogs, cows and horse's in various adages of exhaustion, - and 
the catcasse^ of those who had sucoombed. I rescued a few, but 
it there isn t much point in trying, for the r sistenoe is 
adamant, and^horses, in particular, which have been brought 
to dry ground here along the river, if left unfenoed, will head 
slap into the water, - walking as far as they can, and then 
swimming from there on out until they reaoh the site of their 
* former homes, now under several feet of water. There they will 
‘ mill around, the depth too great for them to touch bottom, and 
then eventually sink below the surface of the muddy waters from 
sheer exhaustion. It is a mighty curious business, I must say. 

While on thef general subject of disaster, however, i must say that 
the tfed Cross has been perfectly efficient and noble in this 
whole matter, and if ever 1 hear that organization .oritioised, I 

Ahall always think back-to this experience. 

.. to t 7 •rnl^ w f'S j.j. 13 Jo o; - J : ,;awc id i leri oj hzo.' 

It was sweet of you to think of me in .regard to a copy of 
the Times, detailing the oalamateous events of the past week end. 

I shall treasure the copy, - unless it is lifted fox the Melrose 
file. I think the Madam has written about the Sunday edition. 

(Jur news came to hand by radio and up to now has been fulsome, but 
lacking the lasting and reference quantities that are embraced 
by news print. if only we might, - but eventually we shall, explore 
su h records as one. • 


ZC i 1 


t * 
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April 20th, 1946. 
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o -.da beqqoxi. sum *?*•:•* 

Memorandum to Clipping ^ervioe: 

. i t.. ; : i. - r ■ 

i'he enclosed letter is from Mrs. Brandon, - nothing 
o especial interest, save that she is a good egg, and I 
thought the little poem at the end very nice. 

A letter today from Miss *obina, advising that yester¬ 
day she had received a flock of letters from M e i r0 se, - 
apparantly quite an accumulation- whioh had been posted from 
time to time, but held hither and yon by the situation arising 
from the flood.* 

* 

If Shreyeport mail got through yesterday, then there is 
hopes that you will have something to hand this week end, and 
that thought of that makes me feel very happy, for the long 
absence of news, - especially when the press, although reporting,- 
has been unsatisfactory, has made the gap between seem rather 
long. • , 

,' t * _ 

i'rom this point on, 1 should imagine, deliveries should 
be more,prompt, even though there has been no resumption of 
train service, and probably will not be for another couple of 

weeks. 


interruption. 


’it-! 


.f,‘- q 


.80 




e>? 


• A letter in yesterday's post from little Miss A., 
indioates Bhe-thinks old man river is "in parts unknown", 
flanked by a secretary and valet, and she feels confident that 
he-is getting along fins; As indicated in yesterday's Memorandum, 
however, we, in reality, know that instead of being "in parts 
unknown" he is actually right in her midst and not doing too 
well. At'the Madam's request, I telegraphed her, suggesting 
a oirouitous route through the Western Louisiana hills by whioh 
means, - "in a roundabout" fashion, she oould head in toward 
here, to resume her magnolia painting, etc 

although the radio did not report high winds in Norman, 

I think it must have carried off all stationary, since I 
haven't heard from that direction in well over a weak, - 
although I suppose there may be messages clogged en route, Bomewhere 
between Shreveport and Natohitoahes. 

(over) 




i 
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April 23rd, 1945 


Memorandum to ^lipping Servioej 

To hand three_letters, all at a single sitting, together with 
a copy of the magazine containing the article on old Blennerhasset 

_o __ t ^ ^ n j — n_I __ j i 


Melrose. While at Shreveport, *ed River has dropped some 
12 feet, the same river, between the two right angle turns, 
with Melrose about half way between, hasn't fallen any, and 
accordingly^ it would appear we might be all set to remain an islant 
in this newly oreated lake for a month or two. Were the 
Mississippi to be lowered considerably, then Red River could 
drain into it,* and our "lake" would disappear. The Government 
however is being pressed by oitizens in South ‘Louisiana not to 
" open the Morgansa spillway on the lower Mississippi, In 
constructing that spillway, the federal Government purchased lands 
from the river to the Gulf for the water to pass over, when 
circumstances required opening the spillway.. But private 
individuals, although the property belongs to the federal 
Government, is or are using that strip of land-for oattle 
grazing, and they don't want their fine herds disturbed. 

Their political henchmen are busy soreaming how oriminel it 
would be to open the Morgansa spillway when there is not a 
valid reason for so doing. According to reports from the 
weather and engineering divisions, a new orest will arrive 
"below Ratohez" about the 2nd of May, meaning of course that 
the river from now until some time after that will be so high 
that Red River oahnot flow into it,'meaning further, naturally, 
that millions of aores in this area will retain their present 
aspeot of a mill pond,. 3o things turn in these damp.places. 

It was good of you to let me have the notation regarding 
the Button series, inaugurated by The Philadelphians. It sounds 
like another indication of anticipated demand for Amerioanna 
when the present world excitement is finished. When Water tfrase 
has said No to The Old Louisiana Sorapbook, possibly we should 
submit it to old Button to'say Yes. At the moment I con¬ 
template doing the column idea as a pieoe of Am^ria^cina, whioh 
I have so long felt would led itself to suoh an opus very readily. 

At the moment, however, I must mark time, but eventually that 
can be gone into and whipped'into shape, 

a ni" - 

I have a feeling we'ought to be hearing from Bllif 
Avenue pretty quick, ’^erhaps I can do better so far as 
interest in a flock of things goes before long.. 


and may I say thanks a million fof one and all. 

* It seems as though they have been leisurely iii traveling along 
the route, but I am re-assured dnd my heart made glad, just to know 
the post .is functioning again u and that from hdre on out, .we shall 
probably find communications sliding along more promptly. 

JJZ j . \ Xv ■ i • w ‘ • . • \ *1»/ J. ‘ k ** 

. i • 

« It was sweet to read what you had to say about the several 
items coming to habd at the dose of last month, and I am happy 
because you are. 

a * 

t 

In your note, referring to a splinter of a thought^ there was 
just a little oloud, justified, no doubt, because of circumstances 
which blook the view *of a turn in the road a little way ahead. 

fint ^ w<# - xnXJtr. ... >. u - -*■ v 

r lease, - and I urge you with all my heart, don't give those 
road-blooks too much thought. At the moment 'they intergepe, and can 
not be oiroumvented, - not at the moment. But as yet the actual 
xoad-blook hasn't been encountered, - we have merely become copsoious 
that it is ahead and Is something that seems to threaten the 
view at th'e time when we are in sight of the view itself. But 
long before then, - or possibly at just about then, the blook, - 
by some miracle which I know not and am incapable of imagining,., will 
somehow dissolve and the depths of shadows whioh have tended to 
be-oloud the sunshine before reaohing, - and surmounting, - the 
obstacle, Will have turned out to be shadows which’ we would have as 
well ignored as we passed through them. 

I 

This lb my honest opinion. - enormous impossibilities,, - at the 
final moment, give way before the sheer foroe of thought in all.good 
time. If we want anything quite a lot, we somehow begin concentrating 
on it, - not the impossibilities that intervene that less stou, ht hearts 
would never have dared to hope for, - but daring to hope, the thing 
is bound to come to pass, if we just keep right on devoting our 
thought to it as though it we an actuality t t® be realised in good 
time, - and as sure as preaohing, the thing somehow occurs, - 
not always as we would have planned it, not always in precisely the 
manner we envisioned it, r but nevertheless the desired thing is realised 
and, ooming to think about it. if often happens that those very things 
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Off hand, 1 oan think of quite a few things which have happened 
to those I love and to myself, things whioh at the time seemed to he 
dreadful things, and yet somehow subsequent events have somehow 
given me the light to see that in the general soheme of things, they 
nocs were so muoh better that way, and even though we regret some 
of them, - and always will, still, withouth them, our peaoe of mind 
might have £een so different today. *nd what goes for today, goes 
for tomorrow, too. 


How often, - and I apologize for making referenoe to it, do 
I recall that-prolonged oonspiraoy of silence, - and even more, - the 
circumstances that occasioned it. And yet now, in view of all that 
has transpired sinoe then, how glad I am that since it had to happen, 
it did happen, - the circumstances x causing the conspiracy, - for 
while those were soul-trying times, what peaoe and thanksgiving 
there is in my soul, - and how muoh more in yours,,- that those 
events, -<if they had to transpire, * happened when the did, and 
not a few 'years later when (interruption) - when travel had 
become impossible, or later, when the neoesisities and comforts, then 
available, would have not only become impossible, but even the mere 
thought of one, -'even though in perfect health, would have been so 
frought withmisery because of the horrible uncertainty. 

„ * <. r * o # " ■ b *> v • *r •* c ‘t Ar ( r ' *7 ] 

Today,- in quite another situation, we think we disoern a roadb&feok 
down anotherwise altogether pleasant prospeot. • But in reality, the 
roadblock Will automatically take on nothing more of substance in 
the mind that a shadow that will evaporate if we oan but hold faith 
in tomorrow's sunri'se. I don’t know how some such things oan 
be solved. More than once in the past* ten years have I gone to bed, 
feeling that the new dawn would see me up against an impossible 
wall, - and yet, somehow, and "by some miraole, the next day 
the impassable barrier turned out to be as thin as paper, or 
the shadow* threatening to turn aside everyting that aeemed 
important, had disappeared. Hot always that it Wb done so 
» by magic or by its own volition, but so often God seems to 
have managed it so that the muoh desired prospeot was no onger 
hidden from view, and the fhi<th I had in God and Man burned so 
bright in cosequehae that it made my next obstacle so muoh’ easier,- 
my faith in good things ooming true thatl would be less than a friend 
if 1 did not try to share a little bit of my faith that covers 
the 8ame< subjeot will really come true. Be of good cheer, i pray 
you. life is worth while if one has something to look* forward to, 
and I am convinced your share of Paradise is still awaiting yoh 
on this side of life. " 1 

, ..JO too • «TOx eqorf 03 b03 

A, hankB for telling me you heard from Hr, Sipes, I haven't, 
and was A little worried. I suppose his oorresp ndenoe will oonje 
through shortly. r0 And thanks for anticipating my Wishes in the* matter 
of the article* by “ary *hodes, I think you, too, will like the 
Gherry ^ape. I think it-the best. 'The Julip character is suoh 
a perfect picture of lyle, he always declared it Smbarassed him to 
read it. Mrs. b e pnox Stanton, former *rs. J ames Surget, died about 
the time the article appeared, and ^ennox was just an old Julip. 
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great, great grantmother was also one of the 3111s girls, and 
to th^e correspondence, exchange of family secrets, inheritances, etc* 
were added this third segment of the Ellis, lieraer. Young desiderata* 
Isn’t it maddening to realize the existence‘of all these things and 
yet be powerless to do anything "to stave off their loss to 
thw world? 

• d-1 HBv' fix « t9Jtv f!iU 1 X i * J i \ v V tyi 5P * * *h19iu> . H > i • 1 ,» 

B’ut let’s speak of happier things. Your nice letter with 
typed enclosures cane to hand in good order and I relished 
every line* hasn't the withholding from pr : nt of lire. Roosevelt's 
article a surprise? And how thrilling was the account o* the 
discovery of the Titian beneath the surface pf a nondescript 
painting. I have always thought' that sometime.we might find 
the role of paintings, pintail duck, portrait of his wife, etc*, 
whioh Audubon lost on the Landing at Hatohez Under the Hill* 

Somehow I have always felt some of these might turn up loca]ly 
as the backing or the mat of some old ohromo that bomeone of the 
1820's had framed and forgotten, leaving t)ie item or items to 
descecrate some wall in a forgotten’mansion in the Natohez District 
somewhere or other* 

y £j i,i,, v)'. k j ■ 3f.iOC !)1/J v' .* i ,• j j ) . .lOOH " r f : '( • i 1 ; 

, In my note of years ier day, 1 I intended to mention one little 
out-cropping of folk lore, As revealed by Clemenoe the other night 
when 1 sat by her lamp light, examining the treasures which had 
come to her from afar r in the ■ f ’orn of raiment. 1 I thought I had 
dropped a pieoe 'of cloth on the floor, where it lay hidden in the 
heavy shodow. But reaching down to oatoh it up,‘I discovered that 
it wasn't cloth, but a coal black kitten* This kitten, so black 
in hue, replaoes the pure white one she had during the summer* 

We both laughed at my error, and I remarked upon the decided 
contrast in color between the one animal and the other* 

"A blaok oat brings good luck, so the old folks used to say," 
Clemenoe confided* "Hut a blaok cat ali|fe wont do you no good. 

What the old folks used to say was that you had to pick the 
black oat up alive by the tail and drop him in a pot of boiling 
water. There you had to keep him until he had oooked-oooked. 

And then, after a long, long time, after he had all oooked away, 
the white bones would fall away, and then you would take out 
the white tones and you would dry them and keep them in your 
pocket where ever yoy went and then you would always have good 
luck. But me, I don t like t eatin’ a oat, - black or white, 
like that* I 'd soon trust to my own luck." 

interruption 


over 
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The enclosure 'from Hiss Botina speaks for itself* 

The Madam sent her -a box of candy the other day, and in response 
ms le«er came through. • I send It for this latest account 
of the Dormon doings. They certainly lead a charmed Mfs, 
and neither mules nor horseless carriages seem to have more than 
a swooning effect on them. We haven't heard from them in *eeks. 
Perhaps this episode in Hiss *otina s letter accounts for that. 


Another interruption, and I had tetter -.old -or >hi 
sitting. This coming week end will see the review 
of the new knne opus, I suppose, i shudder when 1 thin 
what things may, - tut fortunately. P^otatly wiH no,, 
he mentioned in regard to Ghaper 16. Dr* Altin, 
a tree specialist of distinction, who spends some time 
here from time to time, working on the peoanes, read 
the chapter the other night. Accustomed as h* la to 
hearing people of maturity and tose held in respeot, 
?s£«SE to as Ur. or Ulss:. .as under the Impression 
on reading the chapter that “Leudlvlne was the 11adam 
father. - and the taan who established the sohool at 
Natahitoohes, whereas Iliss Leudlvlne, of course, never 
had anything do to with the nkgfcx thing. I must 
gallop. 


1 ! 




April 26th, 1946. 


Memorandum to '-'lipping ^ervioe: 


v P arrival of two more communications establishes the faot 
that normalcy has been restored in mail deliveries. 

l am certainly thankful. Surely the putting ° f f °f 

direct oommtinications was a disturbing froS was 

the Mint of view that the receiving end of the water front was 

distressed because of the blaok out, but also because of the 
realization that one could not help feeling -sympathy for those 

;.t 

down from here. 

I like the little notes that have been ooraing to hand of 
late . 1 It's nice to think of half moments being grabbed °ff 

whenever they appear; and it isSttlfare 
of interruptions, always ,present in a form y sp 

thus obviated, . o . 

» &£& n srH ss^iis'SPSK &S833 

”t£f ^wieoVLeioutt! 1 »rSll.T.d of t*. four that 
the advent of too many mfrght somehow embarrass., Unless y 
'exoress the desire that I discontinue suoh frequent epistles,- 
" P h°l“ tham ihto batoh... I shall Bond them aloni at about 
."he same rat. as of late. a omehow the day gata started better 
if Qne iB able to chat with a kindred soul. 

As second olass matter comes a day or two after first class, 
a- we shall no doubt be receiving the Times which you mention in 
your note. I know we are go ng to enjoy it greatly. 

As for the clippings that come to hand, I sometimes get some 
of thtS read to me, - those addressed to the ^jam.and me - and 

*3BE VZ 88$ £- 

Utt« by the «“ for reading tedey, although It arrlr.d some 
latter,^ wuo ^ hae ^^^,4 !#0 late from 

sohool during the past three, days, that what with ***• Baolielier 
he?e aid ona^r t.o P otb.r demand., my time has been sol limited 
at the olose of day that 1 hare raad nothibg.but the direot 

communications. 


<* 


t 

I 


I 
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We have not had an opportunity to explore the Blennerhasset 
artiole as yet, hut i know I am going to enjoy it thoroughly, 
and I am under the impression that we may eventually he able 
to sue it in the Old Mississippi Scrapbook. At the moment, 
the magazine is in the Madam's room, hut 1 shall subsequently 
borrow it and include it with my Mississippi material. 

What with things turning as they appear to he, it would 
seem as though Rubia- Arenhourg might come to hand before long. 

As soon as autumn comes and 1 am able to fix up the cottage there 
temporarily, I will fiBst of afcl prepare a plaoe for our 
books and papers, and in the exent you should have treasures 
for safe keeping, I would suggest that these be sent at that 
time, when they may be plaoed directly in our library, to avoid 
having them "buried” at, this plaoe. Looking at things in 
a rather long-ish fashion, I would think we might begin 
to give thought to concentrated subjects for the library of 
Arenbourg, - probably stressing Mississippi and Louisiana, 
with a general widespread on the thousand and one other subjects 
whioh will always be of pleasure to us in the years ahead. 

• * • -• - 

The enclosed photo, - whioh 1 should have mentioned before 
this far in the Memorandum is of Peter Mettoyer, Junior, - 
who as the pohto indicates, got quite a heavy coloring from 
the negro side of his ancestors. On the day I was snapping 
t e photos, already forwarded you, he asked me if 1 would take 
a pioture of him and his horse. I would. *nd as 1 had but 
a single film left, 1 tried to arrange it so 1 would get 
not only r eter and his horse, but also the oabin of Arenbourg 
where peter and his papa and his two brothers are currently 
living. I reokon the photo-doesn't show much of la 
maisonette, .but it gives an impression. As I envision it, 
the "‘aison de la Reine will eventually oooupy the space just 
behind the peoane tree to the rear of Peter's horse, • and 
will face at right angles to the present cabin. The latter 
now faces due West, and la masion de la Meine, 1 think, should 
eventually faoe South or at least fourth West. 

Mr. Baohelier has walked over to Arenbourg with me. h e 
thought it rather smaller than he anticipated -at.first, and 
then later, he thought it a little larger, - perhaps 2 aores in 
all. Veil, larger or smaller, it oan be odlssed as our "God's 
half aorel, and if we hold to wur dreams steadfastly, it 
i8 going to be a haven and a heaven in-the years to oome. 

On your suggestion, I am writing £llis Avenue today, explaining 
that the floods are not increasing and that it is possible to 

J et to this bend in the river wityhout getting one's feet wet. 

f old Mr. Rosenwai d comes through, x ought to be able to get 
la maisonette fixed up, • a room or two, that iB, so tight that 
it will serve us well to house our treasures, awaiting the 
advent of royalty checks when materials will be abilable and 
normally prioed so that la mabson de la Reine may take 
on form. J . 


April &7th, 1946 


Memorandum to dipping Service:- , ; 

Thrity five million communications could not have meant more 
to me than the receipt of .your air mail report with its several 
enclosures. Kindness is a wonderful quality but even greater is 
anticipating, - and although I have put off the thought of going 
to.Mississippi for an indefinite period, - surely for two or three 
weeks, at least, it is grand to have your several reports to hand, 
and esr.eoially as the Arenbourg-Nubia business might oome to 
the boiling point in the interim, and it will be so good to have 
the security measures to hand in consequence. May Isay Bless You, 
and how delighted I am to have such a thoughtful expression for the 
birthday department, - especially as it may well be applied to 
foundation stones on the permanent structure we are jointly raising? 

There were so many things in your report'that'interested me that 
I shall refer to them in the order they appeared. Raving 
heard nothing from #r.ifipes regarding to items how cooking, I 
am indebted to you for having advised me concerning the points 
that have come to hand.. In response to the note from him, - forwarded 
to you yes erday, A recommended that he write me without delay, as 
it has been, ever so long, as you will recall, sinoe I have heard from 
him. Re says, 1. believe, that it tpkes about a week for my notes 
to reaoh him. *bout *8 long a period is required for his responses 
to' reaoh. me, - so x guess I would have been pretty much in the 
dark about the doings, - Random u ouse, and all, had you not 
shaved the information with me. l)iank you much. 

I appreciate your reaction to visiting abroad, and especially 
do I feel as you do, since .1 feel exactly the same way. I want to 
remember the pleasant things abroad, and as they were formed and 
imprinted on my mind before all the present doings, I want to keep 
them as they were, for in that way they will remain treasures for me 
hhat a subsequent visit would only blot out and at the same time 
rob me of thepfcaasant. harmonies whioh continue, and will continue 
to illuminate my memory ; eo-.tr it rc 

■Things abroad supplied one with a splendid background by whioh 
this continent may be the better appraised and appreciated. Its 
ideas, its Arts, its positive aspirations, observed and absorbed 
over a period of years, may furnish a medium that will provided 
greater appreciation for those things which we find about us in 
another land and another civilization. i5ufope, like the pleasant 








s 
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memories of childhood oan supply us with thoughts, memories and 
inspirations which will beautify and make more precious, the 
fuller years of our maturity. But no one, I think, would want his 
ohildhood back again, since the hardships and the disappointments 
were sufficiently in evidence as to make one hesitate about attempt 
re-living the pleasureable periods at the cost of the unpleasant 
things that had to be endured. But if we are smart enough to 
select and hold tight to the good, and work that into the mosaic 
of the pattern of maturiety, and making those fragments glow 
the brighter by thwoing away, - even-from the memory, - those 
darker and less desireable portions of the earlier pattern, - then 
life will be the happier. Burope of yesterday is good as a memory 
and for the good that it contributed. But today a grander 
span of yeara lies ahead. Europe, unfortunately, but very definitely 
is a horrible trash basket of human debris, alright for those who 
from an idealistic standpoint want to do something about it, - or 
from a ghoulish impulse, want to glimpse its ruin and it,debaole. 

For myself, I don't. After all, even as in Burope, so in America, 
there is endless opportunity to do a lot of things for a lot 
of people, and shouldn't we, if we feel the American impulse, 
r tain our leasant memories of years past in ^rope and devote 
our current and future energies to that section of the ocntinent 
of north ^merioa, - and that section of its inhabitants appealing 
to us, - .. 

In short; I have taken a lot of words to say that I get your 
poit of view and that I heartily subscribe. 

~ « The April 13th issue of the Dew York Times and PM reached 
• the '“Warn in yesterday's mail and she was withal enchanted at your 
thoughtfulness, Phe read some of the, things to me, and I enjoyed 
listening to these exerpts. I have thought so-often as to.how ^adam 
Eleanor may emerge as a public figure. I have a feeling she may loom 
large on the ^ermioan soene within the next few years. Isn't it grand 
to have a public figure whom one can admire so much and be permitted 
to observe in publio print the course that figure maintains in 
spite of all, 

* • • 1 * v • 1.. 1 tj 3 _ 

I have but a few moments alone these days, for Mr. Baohelier,- 
here until w unday, comes here early in the day, and sticks with me 
until sundown. Yesterday we walked along the River to observe what 
the flood tide had done to the terraoe at Arenbourg. It ate 
into the banks some 6 or 8 feet in plaoes, with cavings quite bad, 
but not devastating, but to be regretted. x he photo which you have 
of the terraoe was taken a week before the floods came, so that 
the river has * rizen about 8, 10 or IS feet, since then. But 
it is beginning to return to more normal legels now, and will probably 
never mount so high again. .....Thirty-five million times would I 
say thanks to you for your unfailing reports. , How firm,a 
.foundation such reports will help to construct, both in physical and 
spiritual things.,,.. 


V 


I 
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May 1st, 1945. 



* ‘ Xrv *- i - W " 

Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

\ - Since dawn this morning, I have written so many 

letters for the darkies, - to friends and relatives far and 
near, - giving aooounts of the flood, that I seem to be 

I about run down, so far as writing anything for myself, - 

and time appears to have about run out, too, ere the 
advent of the postman. 

But T do want to say that your letter of the 24th 
came to hand in yesterday's post, and that I appreciate 
it with all my heart. I was not alone as I walked along 
the river road last night about the time the moon rose. 

A feeling that a spirit was along side, sharing my thoughts 
and Joining me in my communion with God in endless 
unspoken prayers of thanksgiving for a soul, so much 
a counter-part that it made the present and the absent 
elements into a perfeot unit. t 

, Nothing new oonoerning Arenbourg, but there may be 
ere long. I hesitate to insist on the matter, in view 
of all the circumstances, and yet at the same time it 
wil.l afford one much satisfaction to know -that little 
matter-is all wrapped up. 

It goes without saying that both the Madam and I 
were enchanted with the grand clippings whioh oame to 
hand in the same mail fts the other report. We immediately 
set to reading "My Day and of course immediately found 
ourselve be-moaning the fact that the dipper was not present 
v io share in our enthusiasms for suoh a grand person. I 
believe the Madam is taking pen in hand today to say Thank 
* You, but she may not, - one never knows how one day will 
find her, and how the next. 

She had a letter from Harnett Kane yesterday, asking 
if he left a negative of Melrose in a book, reoently 
returned. He began his letter by saying: "Oan you or 
someone turn through the book \ reoently returned"...Etc. 

, tinder the circumstances, - and how well he knows it, - 
whom oould the "someone" be but me, * and I think that 
maimer of expressing himself is correct, since it indicates 
nothing so muqh as an absence of any finesse. 


(over) 












From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS> #M~5889 in the Southern Historical 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


al Collection, 
ON TO 


1165 


- 1 . 1.66 




Naturally, - during the past years, and even more so 
these later days, - like you, my mind has often pondered 
on the whereabouts of one person or another far away. In 
the event that you should have news as to how fares la pongs 
I know you will pass along the news. Sometimes i find myself 
hoping that she may have been spared all that the world, 

$nd especially her world-, has had to go through, - sometimes 
the more so, it would almost -seem, since she may have set 
a higher store on some of its aspects than others. She 
" * gave me an ash tray the last time ther-e was any contaot, - 
you will 'recall, and it is curious how something like that 
can maintain such a vibrant symbol. 

I shall be writing more later, perhaps, - but I must 
skip at the moment. « 

v L 1 - v • ' : T-' ! **• 1 ■ 'S S. 

iV.!' 1 * ltw'. 1 . *• v • v - fl c 

Later: - ; ' ; 

Pi • < *■ • • r f r he ■> 11" «•, itt n n . s * >. i ... 

I learn that- yesterday the railraod ran a trial train from 
Alexandria to ^hregepo'rt, over the Texas and Paoifio Line, servioe 
this area. In Borne places, the •track is under three to four 
feet of water. This must be something of a hazard, what with 
the possibility of the bed of the track being softened in many 
plaoes where the eye oannot detect it. Hut apprantl-y the 
tracks held firm, and it is said that an approaoh to normal servioe 
may be resumed shortly. This will bring little ^iss Alberta into 
our midst, I suppose, and possibly l*a belle Eaygood, - from whom we 
have heard nothing. 

Did I mention above that a letter from Harnett ■“■ane oame to 
hand yesterday. I .should have remarked that it was dated from 
New Orleans, on April 16th, asking that a response be in his 
hands "on Monday, which would have been the 16th, I suppose, as 
that was «the first Monday following. The next Monday would have 
been the 22nd, of course, but as the thing arrived on the 30th, 

I reokon the response which the Madam made, will be a little 
late in delivery. • , '*• i ■ 

I certainly want to thank you for your efforts in my behalf 
regarding direct communication with Miss Ramsey. Isn’t curious how 
Life felt inclined ; to hold out oh the matter. Heaven knows you 
did*y6ur part, and~I, for one, appreciate it heartily. Now, of course, 
it will be too late for the lady to record the high water, but 
there is still plenty ’of material along other lines for her to 
work on. Cnae River.Calamity might have afforded her something 
of a title for the flood business and a contrast with normal 
conditions, but that, of course, has taken its place in the limbo 
of things forever past. Thanks again for a million and thirty five 
things. i’m glad you weren't too disappointed in the photos. 



May 2nd, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

tou will agree with me that these two coincidences are 
remarkable:. • 

April 12th, and the first great grandiflora magnolia of 1946 
unfolded its lovely ivory petals, while at Warm Springs one 
of the great personalities of our age. died. 

May 1st, and the .first gardenia of the season bloomed, while 
from Hamburg oame the report of another personalise passing. 

- • “ t - 

In yesterday'8 mail oame Manuscript and Prairie Sohooner. 

May I say .thank you, and I shall keep them here before me on my 
desk for a while. Just to call .them to the attention of Mrs. 

Haygood, - if and whan...., A hey I shall set them aside for 
the library of Arenbourg, - how I love that name. 

‘•^he copies of the Hew York limes, addressed to the Madam, 
also arrived, and she has greatly enjoyed turning through them 
in part, and will oontinue to do more exploring, with me along 
side, today, I hope. , B 

A letter from the General arrived in the same mail, referring 
to his rewent tour of France, his present point of writing, some 
60 miles from -Berlin, and his intention to tour Italy and 
the near Hast, prior his return to Washington around about 
the 1st of J une. He was kind enough to mention a wish that 
were with him to make the tour, whioh I thought very nice, but 
that will shed no enthusiasm on la txign&n, L reokon, when she reads 

It* , 1 

, •<.... .•,*5. r Q ^ _ ,, w * i . 

At the moment the Arenbourg business simmers, although 
it appears pretty well concluded, save for the actual signing, 
whioh I am pushing as much as possible, even though I have agreed 
to take the thing over only after, this year's orop has been harvested. 
The legal end of the transaction awaits the return of Arthur 
Watson, cousin and family lawyer, who attends to such transaotions,- 
although there was never, one like this one in the history of the 
family before. Mr. W a tson is currently engaged in various 
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from ^iss fiobina really contains nothing 


'■^e enclosed letter 
of espeoial interest, save to indicate 
Dormon must have oovered a lot of grou 
I shall always remember the line sne w 
the ^adam, and forwarded to us in Jsew 
the little colored boys are in the fig 
know why that line so appealed to_meju 
it somehow remined me of • Boui 
the impressionistic school, so 
striking in its coloring. 

After the rest of ^elrose 
were beginning to twinkle last night. 
It was my little friend, King a olomon 
step papa, had'found an 


Memorandum to '"'lipping ^ervioe: 

And so old Hr. A osenwald says :H0, - and I don't 
need the enclosed communication baok. 

It is disappointing 
had in mind by way of doing some 
the olassio man makes the crr 
hand, and I shall be just as 

Yrm Will laugh when i tell you that what I regaet 
. i a that I shall not be able to buy quite so big magnolias 
asl had Topi Tier? Spring. It was J 4 id., to spend ehont 
5 or 10 dollars apiece on them, and that would get us 
good half dozen or ao that would get the tapis Tort in 
strking condition, - slap off. -But now I shall 
mine? 2 Is, and they will provide the pleasure of watohmg 
them grow a little longer before they retch their full 


of oours 0 f what with tne la.ei 
_ things for Arenbourg, 

most out of the materials at 
olassio as I can. 


had folded up, and the stars 

a tap came on my window. 

He said Mr. Puny, his 
old dime of 1854, and he wondered if 
their oabin and l,ook at it. I 
i Omaha, and of no numismatic value, 

- Uotave ft QomtA, Kelma, hie wife Itother 
toung, a young man who is the latter s 

half brother were there, and we talked 
an hour and had a good time g nerally. ''hat they liked best 
was what 1 had to tell them about a big old turkey gobbler and 
a hen turkey who one day last week hatched out tr.ree little 
turkeys which were shortly after taken from them and put in the 
brooder’with some new little chickens. I should explain 
in the case of turkeys, the gobbler is always very concerned over 
tha welfare of his off-spring, and frequently gives a very 
iu',Im“!y. not oIS tS tll’mother of his brood but also 
to the off-spring themselves. Well, it was fi*bt 
the new little turkeys were put in the open &ir brooder, s 
three feet off the ground, and lighted with eletftriJ? keep 
tha babies warm. °ld **r. Gobbler was all confused by the 
peepings of his offspring, some foot or so abowe his bead, and 
as night settled down and the peeping maintained itself constantly, 
the old bird spent about three hours just strutting around nd 
around the b»coder, gobbling madly, dragging his wings and seeming' 
S to urge the rather plaintive hen, standing along side, to do 
something about her children. finally I picked up the old 
gobbler Snd ^iss Gobbler, and put them to bed in a chicken coop 
some distanoe beyond the sound of their children, and that was 
dLkie. loved the tale, - even though there was 


eventually, 1 reckon, some of our current manuscript 

will catch hold and will start paying off, 
oan do what we oan to put things in order. But there is 
v, Vio tvumirfnl for and if one were to have hosenwlad 
« Irllbllrl, and lot both, naturally arenbourg la everything 
and Kosenwald merely a convenient along the road leading to 
the realization of the former. 

l write you this note hurriedly because agents of the 
Government are here and are about to epray this house with 
DDT. solution, - some remarkable solution that kills 
all kinds of Inserts, and espeoially the malaria bearer, 
with^greatrapidity. We were not scheduled for this service 
in this looality until the floods oame and gave us a 
special ruling. Obviously there is one advantage in all 
this dampnessf and I thought I had better knock off this 
note to you before all the furniture is moved out of this 
place and the spray guns get to going. 

t feel certain you Join with me in feeling that Arenbourg 
ie the thing and that ^Mr. something 

J£l£ STiulh list important than other considerations seemingly 
now approaohing their realization.• 


over 
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Before folding up this machine, I shall write a cordial 
note to la Haygood, telling her that we are expecting her 
to visit us during the ourrent month. If one axe went haywire 
on us, perhaps we oan grind another of another metal......... 


• ‘ t 


May 5th, 1946, 




■ t.'ioev auoij-i• 








Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

Ho end of thanks for your nice letter, - even though the news 
spoke of a health situation which I pray Heaven may he vastly 
improved by the time i write these lines. 

Obviously you have labored so heavily of late, with so many 
thing to be kept in mind, that some kind of recuperation is bound 
to be in order. I hope a lot of sunshine and a measure of relaxation 
may be in store for you within the near future so that you may 
begin building up again some of the energies which labor, both 
at the office, at home and else where has robbed you of so constantly 
during the past season. 

It goes without saying that I was delighted to have the 
clipping from Rachel ^nnan 1 aylor, and evey line of it made me 
think of a thousand happy moments, and the pictures arising in my 
mind were so distinctly of one who was so pleasantly described 
in those lines. . I oan't quote it direotly, but somehow there 
is the line somewhere or other on page xvl, as I recall, of the 
Introduction or the forward, - one or the other, for the book has 
both, - something about someone being "on a ^eavenilier embassy", - 
which even the fanatios for truth soaroely r cognize, or even 
oare to inquire", - and when I think of the myriad good deeds flowiing 
from the soul of someone like the one who gave Arenbourg its name, then 
what thanks I owe to God. 

In yesterday's post came six or eight letters from our 
friend in Oklahoma, only one of which I have had an opportunity 
to read, as yet, and 1 enclose it her with, 

I have in mind a half dozen other subjects on which I 
would touch, but x must let* them slide for the moment, but I shall 
be back in the next post. 

Of the Madam's health, cannot say so much, - still deficient 
in red oorpusles and that does all sorts of strange things. It 
looks as though we might be heading into a summer not unlike 
last year'8, - and even as then, my own health seems to be 
unusually good, I do hope your oold is ever so much better. I 
shall practice patience during the interim of silenoe, and 1 would 
urge you not to further exhaust yourself with correspondence when you 
are up and about again, knowing me, as you do, you realize I will 
bless the silenoe for the measure of rest it is affording youl. 





I 








1 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Service: ' • 

e 

l * 0 ‘ • • 

^-'ha week end was quiet enough in these parts, although 
the mails were heavy enough to fill in the lack of physioal 
excitement. 

A letter from Charles -^zurette in ^ew Orleans announoed 
hi8 return to this area next Saturday, - May 12th. I reckon he 
may stay serveal days with us at Melrose "before heading out for 
little River Raxrn, - some three or four miles "back toward the 
Red ^iver section. As yet one may get to -little River only hy 
horsehack or on foot,, and I think Charles will prefer his buggy 
for traveling. ^ars cannot run baok there as yet, as there 
is no road, - following the irrigation project of January to 
April, plus the inundation of that month, - that is the latter named, 
Varies also wrote to one of his tenants to get his cisterns 
emptied and .cleaned, •‘■hey will need it, - what with the 
wild waters of Red River having passed over them, - and 
keeping them under water for two or three weeks. Charles is 
a grand, soul, and ventually I shall speak <to him of Arenbourg. 
Possibly, - eventually, - he will prefer to visit that plaoe when 
it is established, instead of keeping hiself so remo ely sitauted 
as he when on ^ittle RiveT ^arm. He suffers from heart attacks, 
and such a sitatuion,. entirely removed from telephone, etc., 
does seem to make it a little unwise for one who at almost any 

tithe might have need of a physioian. 

. . • 

On Saturday, J. *. asked me if I would arrange to go to 
town with him one day this week to sign-papers, etc., relative 
to arenbourg. -^hat most certainly will be a distinct pleasure, 

' and 1 trust before the week.has run out, 1 may give a further 
report on that point. 

• ■ w 

In Saturday’s post came 6 or 8 letters from Oklahoma, together 
with some packages of paint and what-not, the letters for me, the 
packages for Clemenoe. I shall send the correspondence along to 
you as I digest it. Shere was also a oopy of an Oklahoma City 
paper carrying an or rather a reporduction of Ulemenoe s painting, 
with a notation as to the artist. That was interesting. 


f 



I 





* 
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A random letter from Bew Iberia, Louisiana, mentioned 
that Mr. Saxon was in that South Louisiana town one day last 
week. Only that and nothing more. Strange business, all 
this reformation business. 

No word at all from Little Miss Alberta. 




Up to the present, 1 have shared the Arenbourg with 
two of my friends here, - Mr. Brew, as confidential reader, and 
Fugabou, expert traotor driver and all. Sometimes months go 
by without Fugabou and me bumping into eaoh other, although 
he oan see this house from his back gallery, and yet we are 
both always seemingly pretty delighted to bump into-eaoh other. 

In mentioning the possibility of arenbourg to him, x asked him to 
keep an eye open for first class fence posts for a fence to be 
built this autumn, and also to oast an e„e on the terrain where 
we shall eaploy his erector to level off the grounds. 

After years of association, - he used to be 1}he exclusive driver 
for ^atchez journeys, Fugabou proved always to be one of those 
blested with seoret keeping propensities* fl e was thrilled at 
the Arenbourg idea, andfirst off, volonteered hia wish to 
always put in a day at a stretoh with his traotor on Arenbourg, - 
but always with the .understating that he was putting in his 
day because he liked me and was happy about Arenbourg, and that 
he always wanted to put in his labor on that basis. It was his 
way of saying that he didn't want any recompense for any 
labors on areribourg, for he wanted to be a part, and make his work 
a part of arenbourg, - whioh was oertainly sweet of him. 


I have written -^r. ^iller that I am thinking of a small 
plot of ground in the Melrose area, - with a view to fixing it 
'up a little, - only that and nothing more.. Dr. Miller may oare to 
put' some money in such a developement. I haven't mentioned such 
a thing, nor will x . But should she volonteer, I shall give 
the matter consideration. w ith old “r. Roseenwald saying "No", 
one must look about to see if other assets are available. Of-course 
I shall borrown nothing, but in the event -^r. Miller should 
oare to invest a little cash against a future cabin on Arenbourg, 
that might be something to consider, to get Arenbourg going, - 
although the less such possibilities need to be considered, the 
better, l think. 


“r. ■t'ipes writes to k inquire what I think about his 
taking up residence in'^atchitoohes shortly. I guess os, although 
I should prefer his advent at the time arenbourg oomes to hand, but 
we must let the various segments of the pattern fall into.place as 
they will. I shall have more to say on all these points at a 
later Sitting. Frankly, this k entire report has been penned 
with points wholly secondary in my mind, for the primary thought 
prevading my being is the state of health of a very good friend 
who has been on my mind throughout the entire week end. Please go 
slow. 







May 8th at Melrose. 


Memorandum to ''lipping Servioe: 

Merely a line to indicate I have the ^ervioe in mind, 
even though time is against filing a report before the postman 
makes his way to this office. 

The past 24 hours have been fairly busy with little 
things, - correspondence to be done for the u adam, a hundred 
little details about the place to be looked into, and some 
attention paid to the march of events, as coming through on 
the radio. 

The enclosed letter from *r. Bachelier indicates how he 
found his garden, on returning to it, following the high water. 

The other enclosure may or may not have something of interest 
in it. ^ have read several of late, but got them mixed up 
and thinking you would like to keep abreast with them, am sending 
one at a time as they find a place under the succeeding envelopes. 

I am thinking so constantly of the good health of those 
far away, and wishing a breath of Southern sunshine might somehow 
be available, just to see how it would agree. I think it would. 

A severe electric storm last night, muoh wind, lots of 
rain and some hale stones. Yesterday the gardenia bushes were 
holding everything, - nice big fat buds, awaiting a little 
moisture, -^ast night they got it, and some of the bushes 
today are a symphony of blossoms and perfume. I think we should 
have plenty of them at Arenbourg, don’t you? 

Must gallop for the moment. 


<; 





f 
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May 9th at Melrose. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

Salp in front of me, here on my desk, is about the lovliest 
minature of a rose you ever saw. It came in yesterday s post, 
thp f-ircit thinu 1 laid eyes on this morning as I awoke. 

As *r. ^aohelier remarked to me, - "No matter what ha PP® n ®*? t thls 

life, if one oan glance up and with a glanoe embrace 

of a rose". - I know precisely what he means, ^y I say Thank 

You. 

The enclosed letter from ^arnett speaks for itself. 5 he f e 
only one thing I don't undestand about it. If he thinks there is 

a possibility of getting anywhere with old his 1 own 

the world hasn't he taken a crack at it. *fter all, by his own 
declaration, he merely salted away his xiosenwald double hand ou . 

“hat with having a job at the time and enjoying the income of 

his Louisiana 4yride, the two Rosewnald awards were^that the * 
gravey, and since, by his equally personal declaration that the 

only thing he wants in life is one million dollars, 

odd indeed that he should be reoommending Gugeenheim to me while 

not doing something about it for himself. 

And while on the subject of awards, I shall again remark how 
flim-flam-ish 1 think a lot of the publishing house awards are, - 
and as a case in point, I cite the recent so-oalled contest wherein 
Ben Luoien Burman reoeived a hand out. Certainly if prizes are going 
to be awarded to people already enjoying large publication, then 
the contests should be based on applications from well established 
writers and not those who are struggling to burst into print. 

The same oase may be cited for that Carter person who wrote the 
lower "Mississippi, - lately the recipient of some kind of an award. 

I reckon the Saturday ^eveiew of ^iteratjire had been get a latter 
on this point, *inoe their life blood is advertisement from publishers 
they might not take kindly to publishing it 

I must break off here to skip to town. ......But thaks a million 

for the rose which I shall carry with me in my heart. 


May 9th, approaching midnight. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

1’his is a curious time to file a report, but my mind is 
active, - filled with lots of things of varying interest, and so 
I think'L shall level out my gray oells by chatting with one who 
understands. 

• Ca * ...'I' 

* I went to town this morning, - .as indicated in my letter of 
earlier today, ^he lawyer, however, was still in conference with 
relief oases, so tjiat we not even saw him. The Arenbourg is 
on the way, and things will be on the dotted line before long. 

• 

On my return, I. found a perfectly swell letter awaiting me. 

Now that it is read and consigned to ashes in its physical state, it 
glows more brightly than ever, and makes suoh a pleasant back-drop 
to the lovely reproduction of the rose, sitting here before me on my 
desk. ' . ' 

i 

■‘‘hanks to you, and to God, it was a swell day* 

4 . 

I liked what you had, to say about old Rosenwald,-- James did 
not’get anything different from what I got, - and possibly the 
personal oontaot may turn a trick or two. It is about time to have 
a line from la belle Haygood, outlining her plans for her Louisiana 
visit, "'e shall see. , 

Your reaotion to the magnolia grandiflora sounded so much like 
an echo of my own hopes that it all but knocked me down. Arenbourg 
shdll have its magnolias regardless. Your enthusiasm on that point 
gives added value to the prospeot in my own mind. *of course we shall 
not think of planting them until after Arenbourg is taken over, - 
some months henoe, but isn't it grand to contemplatie them, even 
thorn this' time distance? 

« 

Yes, the gardenias and magnolias make May a marvelous month 
'in Louisiana. For quite some time I have experimented with 
gardenias, so that there is now quite a collection of different ones 
growing in the neighborhood of what was once my sunken garden. 

I like the old fashioned ones best, - rather medium sized 

blossom, with wide green, leaves, - the flwex itself rather nestling 

flat, and almost seeming to exude, - a delioious white*spot, upon 

the lush verdure of the branch. There are a oouple of varieties 

which are characterized by their thin, narrow leaves, the bushes, not 

so fat and squatty as the old fashioned ones, but rather tall and 

a little gaunt. *he blossoms incline to bend down from the stem, 

and the arrangement of the patties, - 1 guess petals, is more delicate 

and complicated, richer in design, equally fragrant In 

not so well designed for bouquets, since they always hand their neads. 
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old fashioned type, "long about the first of May they begin to 
bloom, and if the season is fair, and one gives an eye to various 
positions, controling different intensities of sunlight and shadow, - 
thanks to their planting, they ought to blossom through until 
about the 20th of atsy June. It is obvious I am tired, since 
1 seem to bemis-writing words so constantly. 

“nd now for the gossip department. iSver so long a go,’a 
certain °61. ^awrenoe, seeing one of u tb. Moore's articles in a paper, 
wrote to thank her for the pleasure the artiole had afforded. .Later 
he found himself in Natchez On Miss. Hiver Commission business, and 
called to thank her personally. He liked things she did. He admired 
her. He had a wife who occasionally was in one sanitarium or another, 
because of a mental twist.# He had one son and two daughters. He 
came here to “‘'elrose one evening and called. It was when the 
^rmy toas deployed in this area. I think he was jealous Of me, - 
imagine. Hater I met him one night in ^atchez, Mrs. Moore was giving 
a little party for ^r. filler. He arrived from out of nowhere, 
quite unexpectedly, , . ' • 

. .. ..... ' - 

Being ag things are, and knowing of the platonio friendship 
between the w ol. and ^adam ^oore, and the impossibility of the wife's 
mental condition, I was struok by a clipping sent me from ^atohez 
by a mutual friend of la *“oore and the olonel's, sayiying in 
the dipping. , - from a £ aton Houge papgr, that the wife of ^ol. 
Lawrenoe had died, after having aooientally catching fire from trash 
she was burning in a barbecue pit in her back yard in that city. 
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I would speak to you about D. D. T., - that remarkable solution 
being used as a spray for or against inseots, following the flood. 

You probably are well acquainted with that item, and no doubt 
have read more about it than I have heard tell. But I'll report 
on what I think of itl' 

- ■ 1 - f 

As you know, the formula was in the form of a German patent 
whioh had lain in the pigeonholes of the Patent Office in Washington, 
prior to the war. With the malaria problems adamant in the 
Pacific, the U. 3, Government took over the .patent and built several 
factories for the manufacture of this solution. It must be quite 
strong,* -wherver the stuff is, sinoe one quart of the powder is 
mixed with 13 quarts of water. 

Up to the time of the flood, it had been used only by the military, 
but following the inundation, a little was released for this area. 

We gave a few oasual squirts around a few places here, although where 
ever it was used, it was really supposed to have been applied to Cover 
ever inch of space in any room selected. I got hold of some of the 
milky looking solution about five minutes before the unit doing 
the work was to depart from this region. I sprayed a couple of corners 
in my bedroom and my bath. It really has been surprisingly effective. 
Hot a mosquito nor a fly has survived, and its effectiveness will 
retain its full potency for at least two months, with a possibility 
of lasting six months. It has no odor, and is harmless to everything 
save insects. On touching any surfaoe that has been sprayed, however, 
the insect experiences a paralysis of all neve oenters, and 
accordingly drops in a faint and dies. 

It is my understanding that shortly this D. D. T. business will 
be on the market for civilian use. I think it likely to be one of 
the great blessings to the South where everyone has always been 
subjeot to annoyanoe by inseots, and where the poor have often been 
victims of malaria from childhood. Eventually, when it is easily 
obtainable, 1 reckon one may spray the outside of houses as well 
as the inside, * such as window and door openings, where insects 
are forever collecting fwxx while awaiting an opportunty to 
sooot inside when a screen door or window is opened, ^y merely touching 
anything at all that has been sprayed, the inseot will drop dead, 
and millions of people within the several houses using the stuff will 
sleep in security and peace. 

And speaking of other looal doings, did I tell you that 
the saloon, appearing in the snap shot of the view from the 
terraoe of Arenbourg is no more. °n Saturday afternoon about 4 o'clook 
the plaoe just naturally caught fire and went up in smoke, N 0 w that 
Natchitoches Parish is dry, I know not if the saloon will be re-built 
or not. But perhaps ^atohitooftes f aish will not remain dry long, and 
if that be the case, then the poor man's club” will rise again. 
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^ell, if I,haven t already given a fine demonstration of 
a first olass klotch-bosse by this time, then there is 
no point in going further. "I appreciate your patienoe, and promise 
not to wear you down with another suoh endless communication right 

away. 

But I did want to tell you on this particular day how happy you 
have made it for me, - for the report and for 'the lovely print, and 
for a thousand dreams of Arenbourg for the morrow.. 


. May 11th, 1946. 

. •' * » • - 1 ' 

, Memorandum to ^lipping ^ervioe: 

To hand a nice letter from Dorman, which I enolose herewith. 

in,it is a detail* account of the ^andry book v - and a 
.very strong opinion of the same. We have the book and I dis¬ 
agree with the M ft dam, and agree with J ames, as to its value, or 
absence of same. It's greatest fault, - I think its inherent 
oanger, is the statement relative to the superiority of one race 
, as opposed to another. As I take a quick glance toward -“urope, 

I shudder at.the wreck of humanity, brought about in part, by 
just such cook-eyed theories, and I shall always denounoe them, 
regardless. 

A letter from old *“andry, addressed to "Dear Cousin Cammie", 
indicates,the author may oome by this way eventually. I shall 
be glad to ohat with him and tell him how dangerous ! think his 
theories are 

You were so characteristically thoughtful, in your last letter 
as to mention Dr. Nicholas “hxrray Butler. I had not heard of 
his resignation, and I am glad to learn of it, for 1 like to 
keep up with such people. 1 ha fc e always greatly admired the 
man, and more often than not, - although not always, - have 
I subscribed to his ideas, his vision was always large, his 
thinking remarkably clear, and his courage of the first order. 

I reoall so distinctly that it was he,,the first of all Presidents 
of Amerioan Colleges, who had the oourage to denounoe 
Prohibition,"while politicians and public figures, druing that 
benighted era when the hide-bound denominational!sts were in 
control, - A have forgotten my subject, - but regardless, - 
it was N.ty. who had the oourage to stand up and state his 
opinions as to the evils of the whole shooting-match. After 
a flock ofRepbulioanpoliticians, including Presidents of the U, 

3. had pussy-footed the question, - you will reoall Herbert 
H i°ij Ver * 8t y led i-fc " a n °Ble experieraent", it was men like 
D.M.b and P. H. who pointed out the terrible evils the thing 
spawned, while lesser men said nothing or even paid it lip- 
servioe, as they stuffed graft .from its operation into their own 
pookets. 

, ^8 President of the Carnegie Peace foundations too, and 

a8 wf. Republi ? an wh0 had the courage to subscribe to the idea of 
a Wiisonian ^eague of Nations, I also admired another 

tmng about him that always impressed me was the fact that althmio-h 
he was one of the most intellectual men in the country, his ® 


V 
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intelleotualism didn't manifest itself in oloistered theories, 
but rather in strong statements of his position on affairs that 
were matters of moment to the humanities he addressed, 

I think, he is the only American, - perhaps the only citizen 
of the world who has addressed the English, Prenoh and German 


parlements in their own tongue, not so important inelleotually 


perhaps, but remarkable as a testimony to the regard in which 
he was held by the Governments of these several countries, 

Wellj - and at long last, - -little Miss Alberta, - some 
30 hours out from ^ew °rleanp, arrived at M e i r0 se last night. 

I asked her about ^ld Man ^iver, *>he replied laconically: 

"I am disguested with him,” 

She said she telephoned him the d$y before she left town, 
but he was so drunk he couldn't talk straight. a he told him he 
might telephone her the following day, in the-raorning, if he car 
to send any message up here, or otherwise chat with her. He nev 
oalled. 


^nd so the stores fly, - ^osedown, "ew Iberia, Hew Orleans, 
and the old round of formation, reformation and deformation. An 
I know i8 that I hope he doesn t make a round here too soon. I 
must drop him a line about the burning of the saloon. 

In my letter t<j *“r. x ipes, 1 have mentioned that A do 
not have the address Of the "Hlson company, but that you may 
have it. e may write acdordingly. , I realize, of course, that 
you appreciate the fact that he.does not know I share his letters 
with you. 

I also wrote him,.suggesting that his name be used as co¬ 
discoverer of Giemenoa's artistic abilities, in the event Mfe should 
make use of her illustrations. *mong the Suggestion I made 
was that One or two different names be used in the text, - 
Miss Alberta's and Mr. Pipes, especially, for in the,case of the 
latter, the mention oi hie name, and possibly ^iba, might add* 
to its sales. I wish x had known about the sending of the 
piotures at the time they weijt forward, - that was during 
the flood when curamincations were lapsing as between here -and 
Norman, for I should t have liked to be in on the data being 
forwarded. But the staff of Life will do the -caption, assuming 
the piotures are used, and perhaps they will employ a lot of 
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May 12th, 1945. 


Memorandum to .dipping Service: ' 

If you are pressed for time, don't Mother to read this 
memorandum, for it continues npthing but some speculation on 
hitory, and if you toss it into the basket at this point 
you will have lost nothing,. 

Today - or rather yesterday, arrived some phamplets from one 
■Landry, including, aside from the brochures, a fine looking book 
called The history of the Boston Club, with many illustrations and 
exhaustive particulars regarding the Ganal Street istitution 
which in the 1840's was builjfc by hr, Meroer as his town house. 

. ^ asked to have some of the particulars regarding that 

gentleman read to me, and I was struck by, the same error that so 
many historians of the *outh make. It stated flatly that.hr. 

Meroer was not a Southern sympathizer". 

a Everyone of standing, save few exceptions, in the ante bellum 
south.wap,opposed to seceesation, auoh people as -^saao Erwin 

ajid so on. ^ have a Natohez newspaper, 
published just before the outbreak of hostilities in 1861, wherein 
are four columns of names of prominent citizens of *dams County who 
go on record as opposing the suggestion that the South withdraw 
from the Union. They were styled "Unionists", and their point 
was that the ^outh should insist upon its rights and struggle for 
them, always within the Union, but not by fighting for those rights 

Wi l hdr ? wl from the Union, - the latter position being 
one which they firmly maintained up until the outbreak of the War. 

I guess it must be that historians, as they contemplated later 
events, have grown to consider the words "Unionist", Federalist" and 
Yankee as being all one and the same thing, so that if, prior to 
1861, a man was styled a Unionisht, he must of necessity, always and 
forever after throughout the Civil *Var be considered sympathetic 
to the orth, and therefore not a Southern sympathizer, - which 
is just as far from the truth as it could possibly be. 

Hr. Meroer,* for example, after doing all he could to keep 
his seotion within the u nion, aooepted the decision of the majority 
when it was finally made, and gave himself and his treasure to 
the struggle which, like so many others, he felt was a Lost Cause. 

tj t 5 e itmk9 ® 8 t00k over "ew gleans, L r . Meroer was the 

President of several banks, ^eing a outhern sympathizer, he 0. 
the suggestion that all the gold reserves be removed from the 


Keyed 
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grasp of the enemy. He was accordingly hauled before oia -uversppon 
Butler, the Commander, and roundly denounced, his property confiscated, 
and his home appropriated by the Navy for its -^ew Cleans headquarters. 

Under these circumstances, - and there were others, such as he 
legaoy to Robert ^ee, "although not personally known to me", which 
indicate ^r. Meroer's concern for his region and its people. 

Isn't it odd that under these circumstances, historians keep on 
saying that this man or that man, druing the Civil War, was not 
a Southern sympathizer, whereas or rather, merely because such a 
man, prior to the dye being oast, had recommended, that the issues at 
stake, be settled by peaceful means within the Union rather than by 
bellicose methods outside the Union,. 

Well, that's the situation and old Bandry's cock-eyed reading 
of history, and I ap done with the whole business for this sitting at 
least, 

1 hanks to the magic of Nature, where boats were sailing 
aoross cotton fields a few weeks ago, traotoss are now dronning, and 
endless rows of the famous old staple are an inch or two high, 
Yesterday it drizzled, and in oonsequenoe of the hoes being laid 
as}.de, 1 had quite a few visitors. One old darkie, - Arohillius, 
wanted to speak of religion, I like to listen to him, now only 
for his philosophy, but equally so for his originality of phrase¬ 
ology, Take tjiis one, for example:, - "Baok in the old times, 
ever so long ago, at the time when Christ was birthed,,,,,.," 
Transposed into a musioal.oonoept, I often feel, that the slow drawl 
and sparkling creation of verbs out of nouns give a quality to 
their conversation that is not unlike the symphony as opposed to 
the usual jitter-bug rendition of contemporary speech. Sometimes 
there is an hilarious twist to the expression, even on most 
profound subjeots, and it requires an infinte amount of self oontrol 
to restrain a smile, and something of a strain on the imagination 
to guess what word or thought is intended. But never do I smile at 
such times, and never to I ask them to repeat, for the greatest 
assuranoe of sympathetic oonfidenoe for the negro is his belief that 
the individual to whom be speaks somehow understands and doesn't 
accept his words in contrast to the usual language of white folks, 

Ireaall a little while.back, when one of my young friends came 
to see me, and was obviously bubbling over with enthulasm about 
something or other, I was curious but let him volonteer. finally, 
he told a^l: - "Something wonderful happened about ah hour ago at 
hour house. The old sow found six little pigs". "Found" is the way 
the negro in these parts ppeaks of ,birth, and to the little darkies, 
it was wonderful, the mystery of birth of so many little porkers to 
round out the family larder and pocketbook, - and naturally I 
was seemingly as delighted with this wonderful news as was he. 

Forgive a dumb .letter, I shall do better at the next sitting,,,. 


1946 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

May I tell you that arenbourg is ours. 

The papers have been signed, and to give them,an extra 
legal twist, they will be reoorded today, 

f 

In today's outgoing mail, I must send a "bread and butter" 
note to General Stephen, w aptain J oe and lieutenant Ban, relative 
to the matter, I have already spoken ray pieoe to 0 , n . and 
Payne. Nothing, thus far, as m been breathed of the matter to 
any of the ladies connected with the family. 

interrutpion. Gradually reference will be made to the matter, 

and it will slide into their consciousness without any particular 
notioe. 


x he oottgn is up, and it will continue,to grow throughout 
the ensuing sumiher, and then with autumn, Peter and his 
family will move, and'planting will begin and Arefabourg will take 
on form. 


all. In the late afternoon, we sat for a while on the upper 
gallery'of the big house, and somehow conversation got around 
to ‘‘ndrww ‘'ackson. “omeone told a story, used by ‘'aokson's enemies 
ddring his Presidential campaigns to illustrate his lack of 
formal education. It is brief: 

Said A ndrew Jackson: "And if hoss don't'spell horse, what do 
she spell?" 

I had in mind to get do n to see '“’lemenoe yesterday, and observe 
what progress she is making on her flower prints, painted on 
blaok paper, -^ut the big old road machine which has been at 
labor on the spillway, somehow oontrived to get bogged down 
at the point where the recent floods tore the place to pieces, 
and by the time they had extrioated the lubmering old outfit, 
the roadway was again torn up, and water flowing through the former 
channel, so that it was impossible to ma^q a.fprdthg* . 
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Up the road beyond "renbourg, pehaps a half mile, aammy 
Balthazar runs a grocery store, a place where oold drinks aie s< 
and where a gramaphone supplies musio for dancing. ~ somewhat 
rustic baseball field offers employment for the negroes hard by 
and a tent houses a movie show on Friday, aturday and unday n 

hast night, there was a big old wind storm, accompanied by 
much lightening, at about the time the movie was going good. 
Some of my friends, passing, by early this morning, tell me 
that the excitement ran high when the tent began flapping un- 

mercifully, the l— 
thunder, while in the 

went off. - X -- . - - 

and they tell me the scurrying that went 

was •_ 

have been there 


rain coming down to the acoompaniement of muoh 
jlo. 0 -ho middst of things-all the electrio current 
I’here ware perhaps three or four hundred people present, 

on, -'ftp and down the road 

fearful and wonderful to behold. I certainly wish I might 
for the stampede must have been grand. 


interruption 

• , - - ■ * 

But getting back to arenbourg, the papers'sighed indicate that 
the parcel includes something over two aores, as I understood the 
doou ent as it was read. 1 'he phraseology was altered in one plaoe, 
at my request, to cover a circumstance which you will note when 
a copy of the business becomes avilable and it is forwarded for 
your inspection. Of course these two-acres, - as an extent of 
land goes, is not the important thing, as I assume we both view it. 

It is the start of things, to which other•attributes may be 
added as time and circumstanoe permit. B. 1.Wailes would apply 
the word "neat" to this half aores of u eaven , and as time 
marches on, it may remaifl a hermitage without -'Out-lying appurtenances 
or it may serve as a residence from-which an additional few acres may 
be added, for the accommodation-of a couple of cows, some 
ohiokens and hogs, some corn and some ootton, to please some 
family or other who would like to serve themselves and us. 

Slap across the river is ^line's 40 aoreB, and eventually some 
such place might be acquired-to supplement * the domestic needs 
of Arenbourg itself, ^t that is for the future, and may be 
taken into consideration at that time. '• *uff ioient unto the pres¬ 
ent is the knowledge that *renbourg is to hand , and as a focal 
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U.y 16th, 1946. 


Memorandum to flipping Service; 

It was grand to have your reports in this morning’s mail, 
but 1 am distressed that your reouperition has been so laggardly. 
Sunshine and warmth is what you need,‘and we have such an abundanoe 
of it in these parts. If only we might somehow arrange to get 
you to some of it, which would be so much grander than sending 
any to you. Perhaps the new physioian may have better success 
than the former, and I certainly h6pe the weather man will lend 
a hand. 

When things are at such a pitoh, what with the dint of painters 
thrown in-for good measure, - and what a mess that always makes, 
but more especially in a Hew York apartment, but please don't try to 
undertake correspondence at such times, ^very second of relaxation 
is so precious that it is ever so much better to conserve those 
brief moments for your own strength, and you know I will always 
understand. 

- (• \n . ' ' . ‘ ' J , . • 

I am enclosing two rather amusing letters from iir. Pipes, 
which I thought you would enjoy. Isn^t it nioe that i-ife is 
nibbling? 

I have told ^r. Pipes of Arenbourg possibilities, with a view 
to eventual occupation of one of the cabins there, although 1 see 
no prospect of us establishing any contact before another year or 
so. I am glad he is comfortably housed where he is at present, and 
I only regret that time being lost until we can resume sane of the 
work on which we have planned, But we shall continue along lines 
that eventually* lead to the completing of one or two of the manuscripts 
that are still in their unfinished state, and sooner or later, we shall 
be able to get the others all ship-shape. 

I am indebted to you for advising me in regard to the 
Sevigne letters. The matter of the bonds became known to me in 
advanoe of the receipt of your letter, - there will be ten, I believe , 
of the 18.75 variety, which will be worth while preserving until 
maturity, I suppose, although I shall throw them into the arenbourg 
developement, should oircumstances warrant. I appreciated the 
direct quote, for it gave me an opportunity to Judge the situation as 
regards the Arenbourg transaction, - and to make reference to the matter 
without actually mentioning it, - so as to bridge the matter over. 










I thought it would be very remarkable if that transaction oould 
be effeoted if no leaks developed. Payne always tells everything 
he knows, and as his signature was required, I felt some miracle 
had transpired if he had not mentioned it. Thanks to your 
letter, however, I sensed that he had probably 3 pilled the beans, and 
accordingly, quite casually, I referred to supersitions that remain 
inherent, regardless of people's belief that they could divest them¬ 
selves of them. I went on to say that for myself, 1 always seemed to 
catch myself knocking wood, or refraining from mentioning anything 
whioh 1 wanted very muoh, - refraining from mentioning it before it 
was an accomplished faot. We passed along that line, and I thought 
I deteoted a certain smoothness of spirit which had been lacking for 
some days, -‘•'hanks to your information ofthis point, everything may 
now rook along quite serenely on this particular subjeot without 
any fruther reference to it, and with a tacit understanding that the 
avoidance of it is merely based on supersititidn. Thank you muoh. 

^ a that little ‘‘aldi had to come down sick at just 

the time his mistress was-a little under the weather, - or rather 
subject to the vagaries of the weather, since open air seems to be 
a prime necessity for our animal friends. x hat curious afflioition 


, v Dr * of L * u * or rather the ^ta'te -^epat, of Agriou 

is here and i,s now waiting for me to look over the various tvn 
of gardenias whioh are now thriving their mightiest. He will 
po doubt recommend some spray for them, as they seem to carry 
fun^s growth on their leaves, which they tell me isn’t pretty 
I can t see it well enough to detbot it readily. -Wblossoms 
always as elegant as though the fungus were not prfesent, and a 

i? ake ° U i' almo ® t a11 gardenias carry the growth o: 
ieaves for half a century at a time, and survive. But if I oa 

sha11 d0 so » and Br * Gra W is Just the man to 






May 17th, at ^lrose. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

* " 

Your < kl( int6er weather seems to have wandered off in this 
direction. If, in its place, some of our summer heat has taken 
its plaoe, I shall be delighted, but I’m afraid the cold wave 
is general, Prom temperatures in the 90's, we dropped to 
the 50's. Open fires are going full blast on the hearth, as 
sounds of tractoss in ttye aotton field float in from beyond the 
White harden. It doesn t make any sense, since cotton can't stand 
cold, but so is the situation in this curious month of May, 

Yesterday was one of those lovely gray days, - the sky overcast, 
and seemingly like November. After dinner I took a brisk'walk 
along Cane * k iver, from the bridge to Arenbourg, looking delicious 
because I was able to eliminate the pigs and the cows, browsing on 
the tapis vert, and conceive it as it will appear a little later 
when we get things straightened around a bit. 

The postman brought but a single letter, - from Miss Maude 
Stanton to the Madam, Miss Maude must be about 83 or 84 now, but 
seems to be taking things in her stride, •■’he spoke of the turkeys 
she is raising and how nice some of her flowers look. I can say 
from personal observation in timeB gone by that the '*£ndy Hill turkeys 
under Mi SS "aude's care usually appear to better'advantage than 
her flowers. . She says she plans making a list of all the 
Natchez Statons, giving the dates of their births and deaths, to 
be out in the monument now on the family grave plot in the City 
Cemetery, - the job to be done after she is dead. I am hoping she 
may get the data together and that the dates will be inscribed on 
the monument. Up to now, the reading on the marble shaft makes 
no sense at all, for there appears only the names of the people, with 
nothing to indicate their identity. It was a Canton custom to name 
their offspring after each other, and what with these names 
listed one after another, the thing comes to read like this: 

"William, Frederick, David, Frederick, William, David, Frederick, 
William, David, David, Frederick William and so onendlessly. 

Only in ^atchez would they do anything so cockeyed, and yet there 
are the names on the monument, and they don't mean a thing. If 
onoe the dates could be inscribed on the shaft, opposite eaoh . 
individual, it would really represent quite a table of vital 
statistics., and a geneologists' dlight. Otherwise of course it 
is merely a curiosity. 


_ _ • 
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( After amiling my last report, it occured to me that I 
didn t write t£e ^aakson story correotly. Instead of writing 
the word hoss , I should have spelled it h - o - double s" and 
that might have made the thing comprehensible. I apologize for 
having put the thing down in such as fashion as to make no sense 
I presume. ’ 

Did I mention having a note from ^s. lore's daughter, who 
was married in "atchitoches on Mother's J>ay, - May 9th - a’ 
couple of years back. She wrote from -“atchez, although she is 
living in Baton *ouge, and amon, other things spoke of her anticipa- 
^ on a v Isit from old man °tork in September, and also that she 
thought her mother would be glad to get out of the "rmy,. I can 
imagine the latter rc&dily enough# l do hope she may eventually 
marry w olonel -Lawrence. ^ 


It seems resther curious to me that we haven't heard 
from la belle ^amsey, but possibly high water oaught her some 
place, and she is having to paddle herself out. *s 1 recall, she 
as planning to make it here about this time in at least 

* he 1 recall it, although little Miss Dormon was he e 
at the time-, ana it is so etimes necessary to re-arrange one's * 
addled mind, when the wild flowers get to spilling over the other 

ff^-, 0f vf? Ve ^ a ! ion »' and ac o°rdingly it is possible that I am a 
little bit off the track, so far as Hiss Ramsey’s plans go. 

' Bow wou i d un excellent time for some color films to be made 
in these parts, before all the post-flood effects have been 

V Way ‘ hen ’ to °* lienee appears to be in unusually fine 
?v.i ^ese cays, and I somehow think her appearance on film right 
t this particular season mi 6 ht give an especial verve to the photos. 

Sha11 W ^u te L ' ssae LIae this morning and see if she knows 
anything more than she did, and possibly we shall be able to entioe 
t_e Ramsey number here a little sooner, ^ocording to Miss 

^^B^njamin ^ohnson is planning to come here al ost 
any day although we have yet to have the first line from the 

oilJ f Z 80 ' 8 • ■ whom .» th0 y aa y» is a wizard with a camera 

and a witch with the whiskey bottle. So be, - what we want is big.er 

and better fine photographs, and we can stand la Johnson for such St 
an end, whiskey and all. ' * 

, i < « i.t 

I* d0 h ^P® tis tinds you feeling lots better and that ’ 
your new phisioian mafr be accomplishing a lot of thiBgs the other 
failed to do. I do so wiBh it were possible for you just to 
fly down this way and drink in some warmth, - which we shall have 

? &t v to *u a dhy or s0 ’ “ and some of the sphshine of 
whioh there is gobs this morning. In the mean time, please go 
slow. ° 


May 18th, 1945. , 

.1 lO < v * 

Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

To hand your nice report in yesterday's post, and I am delighted 
to learn that the painters have come and gone. I’ll bet Waldi is 
dqually so. The mental picture, rising in my mind, of a daschund 
fixed up like a zebra,was hilarious. I reckon it wasn't so funny try¬ 
ing o get him back to normalcy, however. 

You mentioned the possibility ( that you had spilled beans in 
reference to Mme. Vigee-Lebrun. I don't believe so, - at least I- can't 
think how that oan be so. In one of my recent notes to “‘■r. Pipes, I 
referredt to Clemenoe as our oolored Rane River prototype of Mme, Vigee- 
Lebrun, - what with each of those two ladies being handy with the 
brush, and in his response he inquired as to the identity of the original 
Mme. *igee-Lebrun, whose acquaintance he,had not made. That was 
all, so far as I can recollett, so I can t think any beans were 
spilled on that score, - unless I have missed some point along the 
way. - , 

To hand in yesterday's mail also came the copy of Liberty with 
Mary Rhodes' story therein. May I say thank you much muoh. 

As yet I haven't had an opportunity to explore its contents, but 
am hoping to be able to this week end. Also I was enchanted to n 
have joame ^leanor's column relative to the messages received on V" Day. 

I like to keep up with Hyde D ar ^ doings. I gather that place will 
be turned over to the nation without waiting for ye$.rs to pass by, - 
a provision made ppssible, I believe, by the temps of the Presiden'ts 
will. Wouldn't it be pleasant to make a little pilgrimage with a 
oongenial soul, when the place is open, - the trip up the Hudson 
is to plea.ant on a pretty day, and to saunter about the home where so 
noble a person has lived so reoently, - it would certainly be a grand 
experience. 

The all time low for May 17th temperatures in this area is easing 
off this morning. There is a bright sun, and the prognostocators say 
that we shall have really warm weat er by afternoon. This will make 
the younger set happy along the river, for tonight at the ^osenwald 
Sohool of Dt. Lig.tjhgw' 8 ^ the young blades are having a dance, - the Prom, 
they call it, and most of them have procured summer-ish clothes in 
anticipation of the frolic, ^hat with clear skies and a waxing moon, 

I know the party will be a great success. It always astonishes me to 
note the metamorphosis that transpires whenever a party such as this 
occurs. If you see the children in the late afternoon, they appear 
to be about their aotual ages, - say 13 to 15 or 16, Perhaps they are 
playing marbles, hoping lhopping) rides on the tractors, climbing 
trees or doing any of the million things children do at that age. 
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But let the sun go down, and school open its doors for an 
entertainment, and lo.' r the children of sunset are somehow transposed 
into grown ups of first dark ^aoh i n his long trousers or party 
dresses, (singular would perhaps be better), - and one has the 
impression of being with people of maturity. I have never noticed this 
phenomenon with white children, who somehow remain ohildren even after 
the sun has gone below the horizon. But with thise children the 
transformation never fails, and 1 am glad that tonight will see them 
for an evening aotually be grown-ups, for so genuine is the change 
that they do not seem at all to be playing a part. 

Little Mi88 Alberta continues to toq^off her magnolias, and 
secretly, - so it is supposed to be, - she is doing a portrait of the 
Madam. I think Miss "lberta cannot paint portraits, but possibly she 
will pxoeed her *rt in tr.is instance and turn out something good in 
the human being department. * 

t 

I wasn't supposed to know anything about it until she mentioned 
the sittings the.other day, - and right in front of the Madam. I ■ 
laid hold of the opportunity instantly, sayig to the Madam: 

"Isn t is remarnkable that neither you nor I, - in plaining 
secretes with either ^iss alberta or with Paynie, oan hone to hold 
anything for a surp ise for each other?" 

• s , • 

This so neatly covered the quiet regarding Arenbourg, - whioh 
I continue to maintain, that that-whole matter appears to be very 
.successfully bridged, and the matter of both portrait and property is 
never mentioned by either of us to the other, - each apparently 
respepting a secret, which is no secret at all, save that we play the 
tame as though it were, - and thanks to the parallel, the one secret 
seems as natural as the other. It is certainly nice to have been 
provided with such a ti ely hurdle. 

Must skip. Please go s ow..... 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

It's the hour of charm, - this Sunday night, so far as 
the radio goes, but I am going to like that hour better by not 
.listening to .the radio but,, instead, by -talking a little before 
folding up my beard and calling it a day. 

( . In Saturday's post came a report which was good for the 
heart. Somehow I felt things were easing a little, what with 
the decorators gone, the weather fair and communications from 
hither and yon flowing along so-so. Last night about this hour, 
my very busy assistant rushed in, - having been employed 
all day at eohool in preparation for a danoe being held'there’for 
the young ladies and gentlemen of St. Mathew’s Sohool, I glanced 
over the correspondence, read and burned one report, and then 
raced through Mr. Pipes communications which I enclose herewith. 

v > J r - 7 f 

I noticed in your report, - still very clear in my mind these 
24 hours after, that your reference to Mme. Vigee-Lebrun must 
be based, - the bean spilling department, - to a temporary mixing 
of identity of two characters, - both prominent in the Arts, - 
Mme. Vigee-Lebrun and time, de S vlgne. Somehow, from the content 
of this report, I am lead to (led to) believe that you really 
had transposed the identity of the one to the other, maentarily, - 
which led to my inquiry regarding that point. If thie be true, 
as might readily happen, then all is clear once more. And if that 
isn’t the case, it is alright anyway, sinoe I am not conscious 
of any of those vegetables having been spilled. 

Ihis evening, - for the first time in al ost • I guess over 
a year, - we read something aloud, - the Madam to me. It was the 
Blennerhasset article by Mrs. ^lennerhasset Adams, in the 1901 
Oentury. I was glad to see the reproduction of the rainature, too. 

Although the magazine was originally addressed to the Madam, 

I am going to try to b rrow it, for I should like to refer to 
it eventually when a parfait secretaire joins me in eventual 
explorations along similar lines, and in regards to old Blenner¬ 
hasset himself, “ < 

It has been so long since- I went over the B, L. 0. Walles Diary 
that I don't recall all the details about the B lenne rhassets, but 
I do think he menions the widow of the son, then~(I ft S Q o r 10 6 0 ) 
in poverty in Missouri. I think he also referred to “^r. Blennerhasset 
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who was the subject of the Century article, as Lewis Carr, 

In Me Cardie and Somebody's two volume Hist, of Miss., there 
is an extensive account of ^lennerhasset, saying his name was really 
Lewis Carr, that after marrying his niece and going to India where 
his brother was stationed, he came to this hemisphere, practiced 
law of dubious intregreity, - it seems to me there was something 
about his defense of smugglers, or some such, - and that was prior 
to the Lafitte operations in the same neighborhood, - and his 
subsequent arrival in New Gleans where he took up the name of 
Blennerhasset, - .well supplied with funds from somewhat ill-gotten 
practices, - blackmail, as I recall, or some such, - in Jamaioa. 

Now tis doesn't sound much like Mrs. B. ^darns’ account, does it. 

I do thiak that much more might have been said about Mr. B. to 
keep the picture straight. If there was a villian, - and-there was 
leafet, in the Burr business, it wap probably neither Burr 
nor blennerhasset, but old Wilkerson, General of the U. 3. Army 
whose income was enlarged by f the pay of Spain, while holding the U. 

S. post, - as subsequent vouchers have demonstrated. 

. But ¥. thi0 Adams account, I notion there isn't much reference 
to the life of -Glennerhasset j. n -lississippi. Some day I want to 
look oyer thp reco ds in -^ort Gibson, where his elegant country seat 
was situated, - some 6 miles away, I have seen a partial transcript 
of the court records there from 1807 through 1811, and I must say 
one is struck by the frequency of appearance of blennerhasset's name - 
suing and being sued, - for assault and battery and the like - 
none of which sounds too rosey. 
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accept whatever recompense he thinks is in order, - either in 
a financial payment, or in a promise to publish something of our 
own composition, - since obviously such a big work as Uncle Ike's 
will never pay for its first printing, the demand! will be so small. 

In the matter of the Prince of Jallon, I am quite willing to 
gp, along on that proposition, since I must work with someone on 
it. I have suggested that a volume, not unlike G. B. Shaw's Saint 
Joan might be the proper medium, - the first two-thirds for an 
introduction, the final third for something or other in blank 
verse, . the latter more or less disregarding the actualities, as 
covered by the data included in the introduction. I am in 
no certain frame of mind as to how that story could best be treated 
from a money making point of view. For a long time I £ad thought 
of the novel as a mediun an ^ y 0 ^ without assistance, that is 
impossible. At the same’time, I have thought that a serious study 
of a couple of hundred pages, with a somewhat romahtio touch intro¬ 
duced into the blank versex section might enjoy some popularity,- 
or at least some appeal to those who do things ror the theatre or 
the movies in with material of this nature. 

''ell, we shall see what the response to these two points 
may be. I mention these facts, however, os that when subsequent 
correspondence comes to hand and is passed along, you may be quite 
up to the moment on the points so covered. 

Little Miss Alberta, finding herself in muoh the situation 
la ^oore did a couple of years back, while a guest here, plans 
to leave this coming week. Too much fussing on the part of the hostess 


I need not say more along this line, for it can't be of great 
'interest to start with, and besides, I think I must, by all this 
recitation, demonstrated how much stiumation'I have received in 
reading the °entury article which a most excellent person has provided. 

Of the enclosures, they speak for themselves, and I only 
regret that I am not able to make a transoript at the moment of 
my response, covering some o.f the main items. 


Regarding Uncle Ike, - Isaac Srwin's Diary, I am pointing out 
that he has already rendered the Oklahoma I'ress a distinot service 
by calling their attention to, - by acquainting them with, the 
existence of this J-'iary, and that I have played my part in making 
a like gesture by effecting its transmission for consider' tion, I 
shall be so bold as to inquire if provision is made, in the anticipated 
oost oi bringing out the work, - cost figured by .the University Press 
for expenses of annotating, etc., - quite aside from aotuall printing’ 
costs, - paper, ink, binding, eto. My point is that if he and I 
are to ao it, - and I doubt if Oklahoma could find anyone else with 
th6 partioulars required, there should be some concrete expression 
of good will on the part of the 0. Press, balancing our gestures 
already made, - they should either publish something for us forthwith 
or make some sort of a financial grant. I shall be interested in whai 
he responds, i have already expressed myself as being willing to 










J. a . consulted me today, asking what I thought about the gen¬ 
eral health situation. I stated frankly that while strength 
improved, as was obvious, the mental fatigue was obvious and 
that a few weeks in the mountains of North Carolina was my 
idea of what was best, - although I thought he would have some up¬ 
hill business trying to bundle up his patient and hence beyond the 
front gate. 

Things will careen along all summer, just about as they are, 

I suppose, while the actual change in the patient will be so gradual 
that few if anyone save me will notioe it. ^nd then, with the coming 
of “inter, we shall go through whc.t we went through last year and the 
year before, with the pendulum always swinging baok and forth, but 
never quite so far as the season that preoeeded each set baok. 

Without aotuall referring to ^renbourg, there appears to be 
a tacit understanding of its existence, as between her and me. 

There was a reference to an old 4 poster ^ane Al i.ver Bed today, - 
a wish expressed that I should have it. As there are already two 
such items in this house, it is obviously with •“renbourg in mind that 
the offer was made. I shall be delightea to accept, even though 
it is without springs or mattress and needs must be finished. - or 
rather re-finished. 


I 



1 
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Alors, I have written too much, and I apologize for 
tailing up so muoh of your precious time, hut the night, and espeoia 
lly nights with a glorious moon, pass* by so quickly, 

.'.ju.XJ » <*• 

One more admonition, - please go slow, and goodnight,,. 
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May 22nd, 1945, 


Memorandum to ^lipping ^erv oe: 

There is no value whatsoever to this report, I have 
but a few moments before post time, but 1 did want to say good 

morning. 

Your friend, little Miss alberta, reported herself as having 
a swimming in the head yesterday afternoon, ^or supper all she 
wanted was some prune juice. She asked the ^adam wahs she would 
do in such a case. The Madam said she would take some epsom - 
salts, i-ittie Miss a. threw up her hands in bx horror. Prune 
juice is one thing, but Mary -Baker Madgy and epsom salts are two 
other things. 

And so, accordingly, little Miss a. took her prune juince, and 
then asked me to wire her Hew Orleans praotioioner the following 
message: 

"I HEED ASSISTANCE". 

No sooner had the message been telephoned to Western Union, 
than Miss A. with drew, emerging later, to announce that she 
felt greatly relieved. 

She further explained that while she realized the salts might 
have been more speedy, - I assume she meant more speedy thah the 
prune juice and "ary Baker Mddy, still she wanted to prove that 
faith could move mountains, - so to speak. 

Anythin^ she does is alright, so to speak, but why anyonebody 
hould want to prove anything in that direction when the demands 
upon the Powers That Be seem to be so wide-spread and so multitudinous. 
All, - all in all, - I must say that little Miss A. is a great 
big riot, and that when she leaves here on Thursday, I shall miss 
her on several counts, - not the least of which will be her desire to 
prove something or other. 

And that is all for the moment. Bo go slow, and if you can't 
. o slow, go as slowly as you can. 
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May 22nd, 1945, 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 




wen t forward thirmoraln!?”! yo^this second Just afternoon, 

fo hand came three letters, - what a shower of blessings. 

aS SHS rSESSs 

Talleyrand himself. 

■ssr-rSra W^nSvJSisSsrt.r 

the oroi will not evacuate ^renbourg until this autumn, and 
in the mean time the thing will just grow naturally, and all will 

he well. 

The'Madam was quite pleased with your letter and all the points 
Tn -t-vie> qfirna mail came a letter from aptain joe enry, 

Ef!hat h ai:ng e to°you”and 9 Ms lit to^r«JoS“S;£r- 

is some^rumour'that Sister and her family may move to hanraond, £*., 

18 some rumuux j Rhould turn out to he a fact, it would be just 

am»" 88 hammond is only about 60 miles from Hew Orleans, and hence 

^uite removed from this area. 

-fter dinner, 1 daught up with my secretary and we ran th *^| h 
„._ OT . n1 itomn of work, and your reports of the 17th and loth. ay 
I say thanks a million. It was characteristically thoughtful of you 
to think of me in r gard to the records, and if luc^ is with me 
I shall have'my own machine to play them' on regardless, although, 
oVirmirt ^t hp in anv way delayed, I can readily go to oammy s 
,^meLuB 0 Ofhl 8 although I Should much prefer to share them 
wlthnooMbut myself and the telepethetic companion who never seems 

to he too far away. 

q*nd thanks, too, for sending me the clipping as to Herrenchimsee. 
’Vhat a blessing that has been snaredj Now if Newsohwanstain, - 
" 5 *! * fo!ive the spelling, - and Linderhof, then there will be so 
• •much ?o SI th^luMor ii’the wane of all the other things destroyed 
of which we should prefer not to contemplate. 












\ 
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A letter to hand from ^r. Lottinville of Oklahoma Press to 
the Madam, saying that the readers had reported favorabiy on the 
2rwin volume they have just finished reading, and could additioi 1 
material be 9 sentf \ have responded, advising him that the other volumes 

have been packed and forwarded by American ®»P r ®ss* J/family P papers 
that one volume, as yet not transcribed, and a baton of family P P 3. 
plus some photographs and photostadts, could go forward later, fhis 
keens a wedge handy, and at the same time gives us some opportunity 
“hive the phitostilting, etc, done. I Ionov, perfectly «11 that « 
shall never get around to transcribing the volume of the diary still 
in the original script, but tha isn t important, for it can be 
transcribed by Oklahoma, - if things get to that point. 

In the mean time I shall be interested in learning .."hat**.:Pipe * s 
re-action to my inquiries regarding some sort of a nod fromthe ress 
may be likely^o far as a return gesture of good will,'’covering sgrae of 

our stuff goes. 

Miss Alberta appears to be improve.d in health and is painting 
madly, for Wednesday will be here last day, as she departs for borne on 
rhursdav morning. I am still laughing in my beard at her wonderful dumb- 
SSlFiSKSTthi ne«. about dSiag the portrait,-for it afforded me such 
s wonddrful opportunity to parallel the Arenbourg secret, and its spill¬ 
ing by -caynie. 

Yesterday was good fishing weather in these parts, too, for it 
rained in the afternoon, and 1 took that opportunity to walk on the 
Bermuda ^oad, casting'a casual glance at arenbourg in the rain. I 
liked it, and as suggested in j^our report, it would certainly be nice 
to have a prolonged literary evening .wherein some plans could be 
one over, just for the sheer pleasure of of building a park with toys. 
Before’too long I must draw one of my inimitable maps, and we snail 
difecuss the difficulties and advantages together. 

f V 

For the moment, - when the crop has been taken off and the thing 
comes to hand, the first thing to be done—is to fence the place, and after 
that I think the present dwelling, - as in the background of the youth 
with the horse, should be pulled around, facing the south and looking 
down the tapis vert. This will set the temporary structure at about 
the spot where the gallery will be when la maison de la reine is con¬ 
structed. While temporarily affording a dwelling place, it will also 
enable one to'better arrange the lay out of everything, such as running 
in the new drive, planting the magnolias, etc., without the necessity 
of changing anything when circumstances permit the aotual construction 
of the two separate units of the ultimate dwelling, • so that finally 
the present house may be taken down, - after the bther has been built, 
and merely a connecting gallery for those two houses, run along the spot 
’ occupied by the temporary structure. oo things turn, and tnere 11 be 
muchmoVe talk as time goes on.’ Thanks for Herrencheimsee and ®or 
"renbourg, and the reasofa for being that plans for the morrow afford..... 

Of course “aldi and all will eventually have some fresh air and quiet. 
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May 24th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping b ar vice: 

From the enclosure, you will note that M r. Pipes appears 
well pleased with the latest paokage received from Melrose. 

It is grand when enthusiast brings him to write a whole letter 
in the form of an Art Review. The pioture, depicting the burning 
of the house, must have been inspired by the destruction of the 
saloon** I suppose. 

The latest news on that event is that the saloon will be re¬ 
built. A am glad to hear that because, as you will recall from 
the photograph, the lights from that building will shine pleasantly 
along the surface of the water, when viewed from Arenbourg on the 
opposite shore. 

Little Mi 88 a. leaves toaay, well fortified with magnolia 
pictures which she has painted in abundanoe. In a way I am sorry 
that she must also take with her a somewhat drab memory of a 
personality which, up until now, was more or less brilliant. 

Yesterday’s post was rather thin, with but a single letter to 
hand, and that for the Maaam. It was from *-lif "yrd of Shreveport, 
theratening to get down this way before long, I always look 
forward with anticipation to visitors, - they tend to fill in so 
many otherwise uncertain gaps, 

ft kju*** 1 '** • Did 1 mention that little Mies A. wants to speak to M r . 
rT 4/v " Armonson, - or some suoh name, - of -“ew u rleans about the Louisiana 
Scrapbook. She says Mr. Ammonson is a great enthusiast of 
books on Louisiana, and that he is the publisher of the Stanley 
Arthur books, - ’’Audubon" and "Birds of Louisiana", 1 reckon. 

In the event other publishers fail, she thinks he might want to 
undertake the Scrapbook. She says he has a book shop on Boyal 
Street which does a big business in tourist sales, and that he 
pumps his publications into other x< ew Orleans book shops madly. 

Possibly she has something there, and it might eventually be worth a 
try. Yesterday, in looking over Pencil Points, - the publication sent 
by a friend some years baok, I discovered just the type of Louisiana 
map T have been casting about for, to be included in the Scrapbook. 

I think a map is important for such a work, and this one is 
illustrated by a flook of typical Louisiana houses in little 
boxes around the edge. Another idea and aid, born afar but as 
always fruitful and filling one with c ratitude. 
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U&y 25th, 1946, 


Llemorandum to dipping ^ervioe; 


’ Herrenchiemsee Is still on my mind, and I must again 
say how much * enjoyed the clipping, and how good it is to 
know that it survived. The thought came to mind this morning 
at 5 when some news broadcast mentioned something about someone 
having lived in the neighborhood of Starenburgh, and that of 
course brought up thoughts of Ludwig, so that naturally 
Linderhof and ell the rest started revolving in my thoughts. 


And Linderhof suggests ^renbourg, and Arenbourg means - 
and 1 have been thinking of how, eventually, we could blook 
off uncle ^ora 1 s cabin from the end of the tapis vert, and now 
it occurs to me how thet could be done ever so effectively. 


With live oaks on the edge of the terraoe, - to the right 
hand side looking “'outh,toward the bridge, and with magnolias on 
the left, balancing the live oaks, that would put Uncle Lora s 
cabin slap at the end of the promenade. It occurs to me, however, 
that something ve y nice would be to put a little building right 
at the end of the tapis vert, something like a little reek 
temple, with two little pillars on either side of the entrance, 
and the little building itself to be used as anything from 
a tool house to a repository for newspapers, a storrt.ge Pl & ®® or 
a terminus for afternoon tea. Set off by the deep green of the 
grandiflora leaves, it would be a spot of white terminating 
the promenade, and at the same time, what with the magnolias 
separating the promenade from everything to the "ast, it would 
naturally throw the eye to the South est, along the sruface of 
the river easily in view through the^soraewr.at laoey folliage 
of the live oaks. It's another of those things that is so much 
fun to figure out, and-anytiing from the oheapest kind of material 
to marble would suit. I don't know if you recall how the iheatre 
at the Little Trianon was arranged, but 1 suppose that is from 
when came my idea. A 'here, down a rather narrow hedged walk, one 
seems abbnuptly at the end, two little oolmuns with a pair of 
glass doors recessed just a little, -^hat is all one sees, but 
once inside, one discovers that the building is really quite large 
Well, there would be no point in a large building and no place for 
one at the end of ^renbourg's tapis v ert, but a nice little spot 
of white would be delicious, what with all the green about, and 
the business behind the columes could be any old thing that seemed 
best suited at the time. 
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There was a big old moon over vJane ^iver last night, 

■»t first dark, after the traotors had all been put agide for 
the day, I met my friend, Jaok, having just put his to bed , 
and he asked me to ride with him in his boat aoross the riv@r, 
opposite “*elrose to the u outh. I did so, and the crossing was 
elegant. sat on his gallery for a while, and then later, 
after doing lots of canvassing of things for the morrow, - a lot 
of tomorrow's I walked back home, acround by the bridge, and 
the air was-delighcous and heavy with magnolias, and a way up the 
river, as I cross the bridge, I could see wnere ^renbourg lsept 
in the midnight moonlight. It was nice, nice in lots of ways 
and most of all because telepat.; etically the air was laden with . 
thoughts of a better tomorrow when mangolias and moonlight 
and stars and fireflies cduld be the better enjoyed because they 
would be shared.... 


1*1 ay 25th, 1945, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

Tow reports to hand in the same post, and may I say thanks 
millions. 

May I not say thanks for another report, coming from a different 
direction, - Hew Orleans, - what with Old Man Siver having telephoned 
yesterday, saying that on Wednesday, - ^ay 30th, he would arrive 
with' Frances benjamin Johnson, I had hoped the latter's ( 

visit at least would be at such a time as to make it possible 
for me to take her in hand, particularly as regards '“lemence, - but 
the best made plans of mice and men. 

<>ell, that will be next week's problem, and sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof. 

t 

< it was grand of you to aoquaint me with the contents of 
oormunications headed for •**. 0, I was able to get a look at 
my report before she had ever seen her mail, and accordingly I 
was doubly assured. Up to the present I haven t heard a peep about 
your letter, - only that there were clippings to hand which she would 
eventually read. J o be it, although we now speak of "sgorets" joking¬ 
ly, and so 1 guess everything is moving along' smoothly in that 
direction. 1 assume la ^rignan has not as yet been informed. 

i ’ha enclosed communications also came to hand tooay. They 
speak for themselves, Apparantly I didn't make myself too clear as 
to one point or' another. It wasn't the question being raised as to 
names appearing on the ^rwin book. It was merely a suggestion that 
pressure might be mildly applied to ola Oklahoma to give a 
thought to some of our other manuscripts, already prepared for 
publication. In response, I have not even attempted to make myself 
clear on that point. 

I was much interested in what was found regarding the Prince 
of Jallon, - traveling by coach and 4 is really rather more 
elegant than I had supposed to have been the case during his 
round of visits to the various Sastern states after leaving Natchez. 

I would ask you to disregard his inquiry as to the possibility 
you might find something in local repositories regarding the Prince. 
You have already supplied me with all particulars neoessary, 
including the photostadts, eto,, covering the oase, arid when the 
time is ripe, I shall take this material under advisement with him. 

I am rather anxious to get the thing whipped up into some kind of 
shape, and the way the present set-up looks, it migh't just as well 
• be in collaboration with him > in order to get the pot boiling 
for Arenbourg. 


I 
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I have also written him that when the ^win business goes 
over, - and possibly before it is finished, it might not be a 
bad idea to drop a hint as to the Rev. Chase's Diary, as 
a distinct and noble successor to old "Unole Ike'. 

Mr. Dipes has never seen that manuscript, but shall be glad 
to work with him on it, - if and when, for it too should serve 
as a possibility in the establishment of firm foundations for 
Arenbourg. 

His reference to the Phillips material in the Oklahoma 
University collection or where ever, suggests two points; - 
first that he will find material for another "Glory” book, 
similar to the one he is or has done on the Hosewnwald 'thing, 

, and secondly, there should readily be an Oklahoma Scrapbook 
in that collection. Phillips was the millionaire who gave 
the 'library or some such, and the WPa 'stuff in that collection 
covers everything about u klahoma, it is said. M r. Pipes and 
I , in discussing the Louisiana and Mississippi Scrapbooks, 
have envisioned one for Oklahoma, and I have no doubt that while 
accumulating the material for the "Glory 11 book, the other 
will come readily to hand. I have written him on this point, 
and recalled to mind oertain material in this house which was 
provided for filler for the "Glory" book which may no doubt be 
drawn upon for the same type of filler for the Oklahoma Glory 
book which he appears to be considering at the - moment. 


I am so glad you we e able to get out with your little 
friend, and make a little tour of the botanical hardens. Surely 
a lot of fresh air and sunshine will help lots, although what 
is equally imperative is a lot of do-nothing, too, and I 
only wish that were possible before so very long. May the 
fair weather keep up and the do-nothing opportunity present 
itself before so very long. x shall keep my fingers crossed 
that it may come soon. * 

t ‘ • 

P am so glad you mentioned the girl friend's anniversary. 

1 am glad the xi . '8 were there, too, for she especially would 
make a lovely addition to any group and her presence at such 
a festivity, and particularly under the so ewhat trying 
circumetances of uncerta nty, would be a distinct asset. I'm 
afraid my congratulations are a little belated, but 
do pass them along if they are not too late. u n the matter of 
the prolonged absence, there is the » point for keepin^ the 
faith, - at loast noth ng official has come through and it 
would? have, had there been anything radically wrong to report. 
The enclosures are so fat, 1 had 'better content myself with 
this single page, - and yet there is so much I would' share in 
thought. 




, May 28th, 1946. 


Memorandum to flipping Servioa; 

To hand in Saturday' post came the copies of -aife, 
all of which 1 have turned through with the greatest of interest, 
regretting only that a parfait secretaire were not along side, in 
order that we might explore a whole lot of tings together, - 
for aside from the very obvious and interesting pictures, there 
are so many articles which I am sure would be wr.th reading, and 
even more would be worth discussing. I shall turn through them 
again and again, and eventually I shall put them on the holding 
shelf" for eventual reference. 

It was a good week-end, although with nothing especial 
tcmark it as unique. Mr. Mezurette oame up to Melrose from 
his x lttle River T'arm, and although I saw him but for a few 
moments, that did me much good, as he is a person of good will, 
and the mere contaot with such people, 1 find, does much for 
one, even though there be little opportunity to go into things 
at the moment. Somehow it puts me in mind of a line in an English 
Musio Hall song, - a rather naughty one, - but one which erpressed 
in one line, something which I have sometimes experienced in my 
association with one rare person or another. The line reads; 

"One felt so sanctified just sitting by him", - 

and how true is that statement of feeling, even though the occasion 
be so rare that it might almost be termed a miraole. 

Mr. Byrd oame down Saturday morning from Shreveport, and 
remained until Sunday evening* He and I .took occasion towalk 
up the Bermuda ^oad a ways, and came back along the river, trans 

(interruption) 

I was sneaking of Mr. Dyxa. Oh, yes, - we crossed the entire 
length of Arenbourg, and we glanoed about casually, so as not 
to appear to interested, what with the Deter Metoyers being about. 
On our return, we glanced over the general h photographs and 
plans of la maison de la reine, and Mr. Byrd was enchanted at 
the harmony of suoh a house for such a setting. He according¬ 
ly offered to draw up plans of the plaoe, fitting in the house with 
the exegencties of the situation, and so during the forth coming 









I 
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wpek he will undertake this work. It is my understanding that 

tv^ulans will he rather large, and everytually they may have a 
the Pl^s "i-Ll e j 6 ^ ^ ^ he&d Qf the e(luiV iiant 

tha^oJner *hS of *,. H. M aC y, - only his organization is much 
iLlllr of course. It is the Hamming way Johnson Furniture ^ompany 
of ^revenort Ind he appears to know everything about everything 
from 'laying 1 the foundation of a house to embroidering the last 
on the final guest towel. I appreoiate his interest in 
the matter, and it will be nice to have the plans tucked away for 
consideration when we get the pump primed. 

Humor had it that when Hed Hiver spilled oyer Into Cane, 
all of the astonishing numbers of fish, inhabiting the l&tter, 
were soewpt Southward to the Mississippi and the sea, but 
a friend who accompanied mi. Byrd, spent -unday afternoon, - 
or rather Saturday afternoon and J nnday morning fishing, and he 

^rs-o^Wai&u^iS sristfosifttis: wmoh he * 

« figured 2ast tave come into ^ane Hiver from to^ais^he^there 
creature he put in an old cistern, and proposes to raise them there, 

but 1 reckon the thing is about doomed in such an under ground 
home. 

A'he Madam was in bed long before sundown,' following^the 
lrpnal noisev Sunday, and accordingly l took to the road for 
a turn “ouHthelB, -I met -'ugaboi, who is a nice darkles, and 
he said he wanted, to talk about -renbourg, and .anted ever so 
muph to cet his tractor on the terrace, smoothing it off and getting 
things tf goin^. ..am he admonished me that whenever there is 
work^to be- done at Ar.nbourg, he wants to be there and that he 
wants to do the work with the understanding that he ien t 
selli-np: his time or his work because he wants to do io ror 
the love of doing it. Some people are forever saying that negroes 
do nothing for the love of anything but some people can be wrong, 
and U seems to me.I know quite a few who like to labor mightily 
for the feeling that they are doing something for some people whom 
they sense have a sincere regard for them.' 

Another negro, reonetly gone from MelrQse to iexas, "made 
a round", as the expression goes, indicating a brief visit, on 
Sunday.~ He told me quite casually that he was thinking of 
returning to ^ane *M.ver. He svid there were lots of advantages 
for him in a big city in *exas but that it was quite true that 
if someone or other wanted a job that another person held, the 
one who wanted it thought nothing of killing the person who occupied 
it. Perhaps there is one important foundation stone of the 
popularity of this region, - the feeling of security. Please 
don't refer to this last paragraph in correspondence. I must 
skip... 




mm 
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May 30th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lip ing Service: 

Do outgoing mail yesterday. upset stomach kept 

me in the hed. Phis morning I am creeping out long enough 
to jot down this memorandum and to say how nice it was 
to have the good copies of Life along side me yesterday as 
I drooped from pillow to hed post. I'll be alright as the day 
progresses, and by evening, ^ld Man Hiver is expected to 
reach this point, and what the rising tide will bring in 
its wake, heaven alone knows. .For one thing, I shall 
make no effort to appear too radiant. If something has 
to lapse during a brief interlude of indisposition, it 
might just as well occur during the time when flood waters 
of a personal sort are too evident. 

I sent a note to the post office, asking the clerk to 
hold all mail for me, and this morning I shall pass by and 
gather up anything' that may tu.ve arrived yesterday. I am 
expecting the package you mentioned, and I shall 
put it on the holding shelf momentarily so that I may 
enjoy it thoroughly without any countretemps. 

Gradually we have eased into the question of Arenbourg 
and the Madam demonstrates a new enthusiasm in life, following 
my declaration that I would ever so muck like to have a 
mud house eventually. At our last sitting, when J. H. 
came in, she said to him: "J. H. you are foncl of F. and of 
me. I have something ^ would like to have you do. 

Look around somewhere between -Derry and ermuda ana see if 
you can't find him a mud house, I should ever so much like 
him to have one." 

I didn't tell them, - they both thought it difficult to 
find, - that in reality, the present house on Arenbourg is 
a mud house, but the mud is concealed by the weather¬ 
boarding. 

I didn't mention it at the time, but eventually, 
and before too long, 1 shall explain that the house al^ady 
on Arenbourg, is in reality a mud house and all we shall 
have to do is turn it around, facing tfie garden toward the 
Hast, and the strong arms of local labor can fill in whatever 
mud sections are missing. 


mm 
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On the back, of the first sheet, you will note one of 
^hose inevitable sketohes, indicating the new location for the 
mud house, with broken lines suggestion eventual* placement 
of other houses, • You will also note that a pool or 
little lake is indicated in the center of the piece, with the 
proposed houses oentered about the lake, although on a very 
tiny scale, this layout would suggest the hameau of i: etit . 

Tiranon, - wholly informal, as opposed to the more or less formal 
touch spreading south-^est from the proposed maison de la reine 
giving directly on the terrace along the river front, inus 
two distinot units will be incorporated in the set up, and it 
is nice to think that the family is interested in getting the 
mud house going, as a kinc^ of entertainment for themselves as they 
make provision for the restoration of the house itself, 

"hen moneys come to hand, other units can be added as circumstances 
appear to favor, 

a man from ■*■',. U. is bere at the moment, x He is a cotton 
expert and of all things is named Ur. Cotton, esterday 
'he told me of success people are having in making little pools and 

lakes, by using "bagotine", - a sub-soil that is brought to the 
‘ surface by oil drillers. It seems that a quarter of an inch of 
this sub-soil, mixed with the soil where water is desired, seals 
the bottom of the pool completely, and permits all kinds Ox plants and 
things to grow in the water, with each aquatic plant adding to the 
strength of the bottom of the pool. has promised to send me 
some water lilies, and eventually we shall have the tractor c 
scoop out a place, throw in some bagotine, and lo.’ we shall have a 
little lily lake, wherein the Chinese geese may disport without 
doing harm either to to the pool of the lilies. Ur. Cotton says 
bagotine exux costs about $.75 a sack, and only a few sacks would 
be necessary to give an excellent and everlasting bottom to the 
pool, - all of which is nice to know about, you will agree. 

I am writing “ i r. £ipes this morning, and enclosing a letter 
from little Uiss "lberta, addressed to the Lladam, - a bread and butter 
one, wherein she mentions having seen Ur. Ormanson, - or whatever, - 
the "ew u riean8 publisher, who says he as ample paper supplies ana 
is much interested in the manuscript on -Louisiana, and asking that 
tee manuscript be :-'6nt him for reading, Whatever t a status of 
the manuscript is at the moment,know not, but it is pleasant 
to know that Ur. w rmanson has material at least, and I think 
the contact will do no harm, even though we may not make use of 
it immediately. Eventually it might be,worth while to skp to 
Hew u rleans sometime when J . M, is running down, and have a chat 
with-the gentleman, perhaps together some ideas might evole that 
would apoeal to him as a publisher of Louisiana stuff and would 
be within our grasp for composition. 1 1ie important thing about him 
is that his books store serves the tourist trade and he pushes his 
books in all the Hew Orleans shops, they say, - and that is a point. 
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covered*” 18 * S ^ iP ^ thiS alth °ugh there are other point to be 

On Monday 1 reoeived a note from the clerk, saying he had 

J® 1X . mQ at ? day ® venin S that Gharles had sent in 
an invitation for me to visit him on kittle River for ^unday dinner 
af J 0rnoon receipt for the foregoing Sunday, was a little 
late, I must say. Perhaps it is as well, however since next 

•■'unaay might be a good time to make a round to .Little “iver should 
old man river be at flood sta 6 e in this area. * snouid 

t i s a dum h letter. Please overlook it if you can 

v>? 1 f^+.v r0ba v^ y 1:36 baclc 011 both feet within a day or two although 
should there be a slight lapse in oorre jtondenoe , you will g 

undeestand that it is the pre. enea of guests and ’n?? indisposition. 

j.-u ±. * s for yourself, 1 am keeping the thought foremost in mv mind 
y u are going slow and getting a li,ttle sunshine when you may... 


May 30th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping service: 

It is 6:00 p.m., and none.of the distinguished 
visitors have shown up as yet, 

x here was the enclosed letter which was so excellent 
in parts that I am sending it to you to read, as I knew 
you would enjoy it. later I shall transcribe the part 

about the dentist, and destroy the original, on its return. 

I can easily have my secretary fcead it to me. In the event 
you should not care to return the original, and should 
nrefer to transcribe the part about the dentist and his son, 
you might do that. I assume, however, that there is little 
opportunity to transcribe anything at the present time, and 
hence the suggestion that it might be returned. 

I haven't been to the store as yet today, but shall 
go there shortly, about first dark, in order to get the 
nackage which l am told awaits me. I am so anxious 
to be un and doing shortly in order that I may skip up 
to Sammy s and try out all the items at a single sitting. 


Ihis must e all for the moment, 


P. s. 

I might explain that the matter referred to in the 
opening paragraph of the enclosed letter is quite at 
variance with facts, ^ither Roan forgot she wrote me about 
the matter or was fishing, - which scarcely seems possible. 

Ap a matter of fact, the same day Mary wrote about the 
Virginia matter at -Laurel hill, Roan wrote me, too, and covered 
the^same point. I have in mind to write both ladies and 
tell them so, enclosing my letter to Roan so that M ar y ma y 
post it to her if she cares to send it. I certainly would 
be slipping if 1 had been guilty of such a error. 





I 
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June 1st, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Servioe: 

Ooincidenoe always fascinates me, and after awakening 
this morning, humming Heath the Souther moon, where love 
is warn and tender", —it was altogether enchanted to 
open my package and find that self same item, frist off. 

May I say thanks a million for this perfectly grand 
collection, which is going to do my heart no and of good during 
future ‘times, I know not which orchestrations i shall finally 
like the best, but 1 know the two songs i shall cling 
to most fervently, - Heaths the Southern ^oon" and, of 
course "I'll **ee You A gain , 


*t this sitting, 1 say thanks. I have sent my Heading 
Machine to be fixed. w hen it returns, i shall have these records 
constantly to hand. thousand times I shall play them, 
saying thanks to you at every playihg, - and When they are 
done, I shall go on humming the tunes recorded, and blessing 
you for the joy you have thus instilled in my heart. 

* curious oiroumstanoes transpired last night at 
supper. I am getting to feel right side up again, but am 
still eating a little sparingly. I bit down on a slice of 
bread. * front tooth broke off at the gumj ~nd so now 
if you will imagine very correotly, - although hope 
you really will not, - you will have a mental picture 
of Hraoula himself, - which is all very humiliating. 

x*nd just to cap the climax, before l left the table, 
a telephone call oame through from Alexandria, regarding 
the delayed appointment, beoause of the shut in condition 
in April and ^ay >t for a new appointment for me to speak 
before a sizeable audienoe in that place. Of course, 
with a little makeup, 1 ought to be able to ftighten the 
people in the. audienoe without any difficulty, but as 
my proposed talk was of a more parax peaceful nature, 

I t.hqugllt ,be.tter of doing such an aot, and have prayed 
the sponsors to put off the matter again until 1 can get_ 
to town and do something about the bridgework department. 

So things turn in these parts at the moment. 










i 
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In my last letter, 1 believe I mentioned the 
threat of in impending visit from “‘r. ^axon, who called the 
Madam on Friday from ‘‘ew u rleans to say that he and Miss 
Johnson and somebody else would be here V/ednesday evening. 

In preparation for the gisit, ohickens were slaughtered, 
a thousand papers put away, - to be found again with difficulty, 
etc., etc. - and the up-shot of the whole thing is that 
here we are at Friday, and as yet not a peep from the 
Gresoent ^ity, nor sign of hide nor hair. So one can make 
what he will of the thing, and rather surprisingly, the 
Madam seems to want to give the impression that she thinks 
it not out of order, Well, perhaps it isn't, but at least 
it is 'a different manifestation of social amenities thafc 

one jts accustomed to „p to the present writing, 

' J .~ 

Pat returned from Columbia Military School in Tennessee 
on Wednesday night, and will spend the summer here, 
while preparing to go to u. this autumn, Yesterday 

the gardens echoed to the explosions of his rifle, as 
he banged away at bluejays. He killed a great many, thank 
'Heavens, and one right in the act - of pecking the eggs of 
a catbird's nest. It is'such a pity such pretty birds as 
the bluejays should be such horrible gangsters, 

*nd speaking of oatbirds, I think we must do all we can 
to induce a few families of them to make their homes at 
Arenbourg, Most people think of*a catbird as mee-owing like 
a cat. They do. But that is merely incidental, for in reality 
they spend much of their time in warbling with a beauty of song 
and quality of voice that rivals the mocking bird, and especially 
Along about first sun down, - between then and first dark, - 
their serenades are perfectly wonderful. I like to envision 
a pleasant setting, the gallery of Arenbourg at twilight, 
thb smooth tapis vert, the silvery surfaoe of*the river, the 
bridge and the purple hills beyond, - and the whole 
atmosphere redolent with the catbird's symphony. There are 
a whole flock of such pleasant situations in the offing. 
Hegardless of little cares of the moment, these greater 
tecompenses are well worth carrying on in the mind, for 
dreams are the stuff of which future realities are made, 
and all those dreams are the more enchanting when tinotured 
by the' sounds from the throat of the oatbird, 

T shall fold up for the moment. May I say thanks to 
' you for all* the pleasures enoased in the gand package to hand, 
and especially for the two songs that will dominate the other 
tunes'runn ng through my heart to ay, - and there will be 
so many, but of all these two will dominate: - "' leath the 
Southern Moon n and I'll a ee You Again"... 




f 
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June 2nd, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

My reader just here. 1 'he postman already heading 
down the lane. Hence this mere note. 

Your report was. grand. Thanks a million. 

Still no news out of "ew w rleans. May it continue. 

In reference to the absence of news from la Srigaan, 

I am not surprised, what with the high water, plans for moving, 
eto, I think she knows nothing about Arenbourg, although 
la ^evigne and I refer to the latter every once in a while. But 
rather on the casual side. 

I am so glad to hear about Neuschwanstein. Now if the 
same good news can only be told of Hinherhof, then we shall 
keep intact our dreams of those Taxadises en baviere. 

I must skip, but shall be back on the morrow, I took 
a little walk at 2 a.m., today, - H it rises late this 2nd o£ June, 
but even fo, T didn't feel alone "'Neath the Southern Moon ... 


P. S. 

The West -^ufaula referred to in the enclosure is 
Hli “*ahiers, of course, I concur with the ideas 

expressed therein, but don't think ^ aan stave off 
the visit. 
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Memorandum to Clipping ^ervioe; 

• No out-going mail in yesterday's post. I left 
for town early, - Hr. Charles Mazurette driving me up, 
and the dentist took out the roots of the Draoula appearance, 
and on Friday, I shall have some more, hut muoh lese con- 
spiouous, removed. ^venutelly ^ shall have a bridge fi^ed. 
for the front faoade, 

e * 

* The encloed letter from ^r. Pipes is quite interesting, I 
think. - and particularly the reference to the Cherokee- 
Phoenix newspaper. Only vaguely, - if indeed ©ye*, ^o I recall 
that there ever were hi-lingual newspapers published in English 
and Cherokee. It does seem to me little Hiss Dormon mentioned 
some such business at>one time, but I am not sure, In 
event, I am surprised the thing ever got started and that it 
should have lasted over a period of years. In the first place, 
unless I am greatly mistaken, few if any Indians ever read any¬ 
thing, - that is to say, few if any were literate, - and secondly, 
even if any Indian had the ability to read in those, by-gone 
times, I doubt very much if any or many of them cared much 
aboutwhat any printed word had to say, since his immediate surround 
ings seems to have been about the only thing concerning an 
Indian. 

• . — *> • ' ' 1 •- - * .*•. • •*. i?" I . ‘ ... |j« . 

And speaking of the illiterate, I ran across an example 
which would seem strange to me, were I to know of it other 
than right here. There is a family on Melrose, - frequently 
referred to as the tlexioans. 'They seem to have cane from the 
hills of Gorham, beind Derry somewhere, years ago. There are 
several children in the family, - All in their 30 s and 40 s. 

They do not read dr write. They are styled White by the 
Army, and I guess they may be, although being Mexican, they 
are likely to have a sprinkling.Of Indian blood, and heaven x.nows 
what else. Be that as it may, one of the girls, - about 35 or 40, 
helps about the big house. She is considered in the same 
category as the other colored servants, and the family consorts 
only with"people of color, The.other day she came to my house 
with some errand to discharge. While present, I made some remark 
about the Bible. She appeared rather non-plused about what 
I said. I asked her if her folkes had a Bible. "Bible? 
she inquired."What's that. I ain't never heard tell of that. 
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some^hite folks s spmetimes mentions the man s name, but s e 
didn't know him, 

TJanm-tr t ask. vou does it seem possible, -^nd yet 

ms* « 

„ " 4 ., -i-„, fi va x -to read it elsewhere, that t._ere 

- and 'I take time out to 
en or heard of Mr. ^axon. So be 
spendable'’, X hear people say. I 
he is at for the momeht, i shall 


knock, wood, nothing has been s< 

"TJnenlighted niggers are so un 
he will:only remain where,ever 
certainly be grateful, 

and-speaking further of negroes, I orossea vane 
earlv ^unday morning to visit my barber. Jack, was already 
doing big business on his front gallery, - Fugabou foas there, 
and Clyde Claude ^mmett Davip( Clemenoe' s son-inlavy(, »ndJaok s 
'v. ii 7 ra and Roy Kimble, a little drunk, and one or two 

others!” Roy was doing much talk about his few acres between 
Little’and ^ Q d Rivers. It seems he would like to sell tnem 
at some advantageous, prioe. To quote him direotly; 

"If I could only get a good prioe for tin t land, I sure 
would sell it and just enjoy being a millinery . 

Returning from torn ye.sterday, Mr. paries andlbiouehtout 
Miss Ida Campbell with us to spend a few days, ^ e £° r ® 7? d ^? e 

came to “alrbsa to live, -Slsa Ida (pronounoad Beds ) lived la the 

dig house, her af .father looking after the place 1870' 

who then lived at ^erry. - Hiss Ida oan remember baok to the 1870 
Sd f am pulping her for all eh, la worth which is quite a lot. 

and although rather light, has a wonderful memory f p J 9 * h0mn 

cHrihood was forever flying from party to party with the rruanomn 
and all the crowd from La ^ote Joyeuse. ^he knew so many people 
inLestan's Diary, end possibly Something " 

some of these particulars, long.sinoe forgotten. shall ^ 
them in my mind and in my nptes for eventual consideration. 
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June 6 th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

A brief report, mere sketohy symbols of a vast array, of 
thoughts whioh constantly flow telepathetioally, as from here to there... 

I spent quite a bit of time with Miss Ida yesterday. I guess she 
is in her 80's, and accordingly she knew almost everyone in these 
parts who figured in the ante bellum picture, 

.My concept of Cane River, and especially .^a Cote Joyeuqe, has 
expanded broadly and in depth, as I have chatted with her, 
the 8 or 10 or 16 miles stretch from just above Melroqe on to 
Datchitoohes in ante bellum times really must haye been extraodrinary 
from the number of plantation homes bordering the river and the 
hospitality dispense therein. Yesterday she had much to tell me 
of the Smile Sainte-Anne Drudhorames, whose house was 1;he largest 
and finest along the river in those days, with its grand .galleries, 
its ample gardens, its spacious .park, eto. It was-burned by 
the Yankees, along with the 400 other homes that went up in flames 
in 1864, For those who visited this region for the first time ,in 
the 1880 'b or early 1900's little or no concept of the setting can 
be gleaned, so successfully has vegetation drawn a mantle over 
the plaoes where onoe a high point in social amenities were ,the 
order of the day. 

Just as the lower V/ 0 odville u oad, stretching southward from 
Natohez was the American Apian Way, - grand and unsurpassed in its 
great mansions and incredible number of millionaires, so, it would 
seem to me, that Da Cote Joyeuse wae unqiue in another fashion, - 
uninterrupted progression of plantation homes, - some early and slave- 
built, others elegant and evidencing^exquisite orders of architecture 
of the more finished sohool. It was a place almost exclusively 
Prhdhomme, for nearly everyone was kin, the whole population somewho 
evolving from the first to bear the name and to reoeive the vast 
land grant from the *-ing of France, It was less mighty in 
the great concentration of wealth as was apparant on the Lower Woodville 
Road in ^atohez, but possibly more intimate and more concerned with 
the lesser but more intimate doings of life, where incomes of 
thousands of dollars provided the pleasures of pleasant sooial exchanges 
as contrasted with the inoomes of hundreds of thousands of dollars where 
things were done on a more oolossal but less personal scale. 
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a letter from JSssae Mae indicates that Miss Ramsey was called 
to Marshall, Texas early in May to attend her father and mother would 
were taken ill at that time. It is said ^iss Ramsey plans to 
come to “*elrose later this month. All the things coming frum 

Miss Ida will he set aside as personal research, and -L 
what may he done with them on some other project .not designed for 
the Saturday Evening I J ost or ^ife. There is enough stuff around 
here to treat Sane River in a more popular style of which Miss 
may make use. The other material, just come to h^nd, may be employe 
to^bette advantage, peihaps, when *ames and 1 have an opportunity 
to turn to that at a later sitting. 

La belle Sssae -"ae remarked in her letter that shq knew 

Mr. Saxon had been to St.’ tfranoisville and to Hew Iberia during the 
past month, and realized, of course, that coming from Rew gleans, 
he had to pass through Baton Rouge, but that in spite of all th 
had gone before, she had heard nothing from him, - which is not 
surprising, in a way, - but not a very nioe way. 

I indtendedto mention before that in the matter of the Vigo® 
Lebrun business, you committed no indisoresion in ment ^° n f n f. l0 ° al 
lady by name. My reader is wonderful in that he is both indifferent 
to what he reads, - which is splendid, under the circumstances, - and 
secondly, he never makes a peep to anyone as to what the subject matter 
may be, - whioh maybe either a virtue, or perhaps mere indifference. 

I am foroed to break off at this point, what with people waiting 
to see me, but even though the written word trails off at this point, 
the telepathetioally ooded thoughts will oontinue to .flow along 
steadily until I again sit myself down to this machine before so 
very long. . 


June 9th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^l|>pping Service: 

Only a paragraph to say that everything is going 
along alright, although a temporary misere has made 
sitting still difficult, - what with four extractions yesterday, 
and the medeoine for the same just wearing off about now. 

liothing out of w klah©man since my last report, b. t there 
will be in a day or so, I think. I reckon the enclosure from 
Hatohez speaks for itself. 

I shall pen a report within the next day or so. This is 
merely to say ^ am quite close in touch with a parfait secretaire 
by thought wave, even though I am falling down on the job 
in the report secion for the moment..... 



9 
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June 10th 1945, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

' \ '• fc , 4 ' • ' J »• • 

It is good to awaken this morning tp find*that the all- 
engulfing hold of the "misere 7 department has been broken, and 
that one's faculties may once more function normally, without the 
blight of yesterday's pain, 

■‘•'here is a good dentist in town, - one to whom the ^enrys 
go on occasion. He is - ohemioally speaking, - a hill¬ 
billy in personality, ’You know the type, - every cell of the 
individual's personality and being containing some sort of an 
acid which radiates an alum like taste whene ver it encounters 
anyone with a non-chemical oontent. In the South, I suppose I 
have merely, concentrated a vague feeling, generally prevailing, - 
when 1 relegate all such people into a general oategory of "hill¬ 
billy", - as opposed to the people, - in the other group, - who 
live in the bottoms. The hill billy ia characterized primarily 
by that ohemioal content with which he is born, I suppose, and 
oan as readily aopeax at birth in the river bottoms as in the 
up country, but hill-billy covers his type. Narrow, ignorance, 
conceit and inhuman are some of the adjective whioh best desoribe 
his more obvious attirbutes. 

And of. some of these adjectives is the dentist possessed, - and 
primarily a natural resentment against river bottom concepts, - but 
he is, nevertheless, a good dentist, they say, and so reckon he 
willl fashion a facade shortly and I aan give up the veil whioh 
i now keep' constantly before me, in consideration for those who 
• oome in oontact with me, > 

■ r r ‘ „ • r J v • i - 1 v ‘ - « 

tour most excellent letter to hand in yesterday's post, and 
1.1 ay I Say thanks a million for all the nioe t ings it contained, and 
for the transcription of the Episcopal business which you were so 
good as to make for me. At the moment, 1 don’t know exaotly how 
I am going to make use of those two pages, and yet i have a 
feeling that they are going to serve some excellent purpose eventually 
for a glimpse and an illumi. ating picture of one contemporary problem 
in racial relations. 

The more I give thought to racial'antipathies in this section, 
the more I am persuaded that much of it stems from fear v and 
much of'it springs from those same ohemioal ingredients as mentioned 
at the outset of this letter. 
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A case in point, relative to the latter, was illustrated 
one day this week. I may have told you that a year or so ago Lliss 
Alberta did a portrait of the Black Swan for me. I had her ’ 
touch it up a little during her last visit, and varnish it for me. 

On Thursday, some ladies passed by Melrose for a little 
chat. One of them, - m 60 year old daughter of a cultivated 
gentleman and Judge, asked about the identity of the "nigger" in 
the portrait. I explained that;it was a likeness of the first 
American opera singer. Automatically one could feel the atmos¬ 
phere constrict. Instead of welcoming the opportunity to know 
something of the lady's history, or to experience a mild and 
justified^pride in the realization that someone from her section 
possessed this distinction, her only renark was: 

"’That a horribly cruel faoe she has.'" 

It is merely a_brief sentenoe, but’it seems to me to 
concentrate all the signs of hill-billyism and racial resent- 
!? ■ vi ,- ia ^ portrait been of a white person, I have no 
doubt the lady would have manifested vast ent usiasm for the 
beauty of the portrait, the facial expressions, etc., and 
'have glowed a little around the gills at the thought that 

“stinA^i h "nrs?-r Wh ° ° alrl8d ° ff th# . P<am 0f suob » 

n-p vjSS 8 ., 1511 ! woman, not quite certain of the supriority 

own ^ aoQ » an ^, fearful lest a woman of another, race might 

white superiority, were an honest oooplrleon 
to be roade^ a **oids a comparison ® even a recognition of the 
-laok wwan s gifts by turning aside the point in question and 
pointing out the ugliness of her personal appearanoe. 

° f Art ’ K ere is a splendid example of . 
the river bojtom s versus the hill-billy personality - 

Da Vinci epitomizes the river bottoms, Michael Angel5 the hill-billv 
Ub oibtenoiaart politics, Mr. Roosevelt or Senator Albright 
represents the river bottoms, Senator Taft the hill-billy. 

Just why I should have oarried on at such, lengths about 
' something which is so obvious and trite, I know not save that 

I may not yet be quite baok to normaloy and minor considerations 
get top. heavy in discussions of the moment. considerations 

„+? etW ? e ? paragraph and the one above, - after a oounle 

Invitation” to’learning’ 
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-I ^reckon 11:30 is not a very convenient time for you to 
do much radio listening on Sunday, - especially if you should 
not chanoe to be associated at that moment with kindred 
souls. The program is usually wonderful, - and, 1 think i' 
may have referred to it before to you, although I am not certain. 

* 

Next week they are going to do the poetry of William 
Butler Yeats, - wjhich I know not at all, and as there was 
statio when they mentioned what would be presented on the following 
week, I cannot say what that will, be about. 

Today they spoke of Lawrence's Seven Billars of Wisdom, and 
if you did chanoe to hear it, I think you will agree with me that 
it was very, very worth whild. Never having read the book, 
everything they had to say about it was enlightening to me. As 
is usually the case in such discussions, there is quite a bit of 
information about and opinions of the author, as well as about his 
writing. 

I heard a fragment of their discussion about Poe - Edgar Allen 
Poe, some weeks back. I think I may have mentioned, at the time 
that it was the concensus of opinion at that time that his 
greatest combination of words was 

"The viol, the violet and the vine". 

A combination one finds therein that is not unlike, - although 
not identical with a combination, popular at the turn of the 
present century, - 

"Wine, women and song", t 

I think I am inclined to subscribe to the Poe version rather 
more than to the latter combination, - Poe's viol standing for 
music, of course, the violet for flowers, of course, and the vine 
being symbolic of good cheer. - , 

And I guess I like that bet.ter because it somehow presupposes 
that men and worsen may be identical in their enthusiasms, and accord¬ 
ingly women are not set off as something in the category of wine • 
and song # , - . - , 

- , I heard them disouss Tolstoy's Anna Karenina two-or, three weeks 
. ago, and I learned much abo.ut the book and the author that were 
unknown to me before, but I got even more out of the discussion, 

I think, because it made me think, especially in that section 
wherein I did not entirely agree with the conclusions the experts 
oame together on. - ; 
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As I recall, the experts came to the conclusion th t 
Ten qtnv was trying; to paint some sort of a moral picture, m 
collecting the several pigmente of life and classifying them into 
groups, labeled "White" and "Black , or "Good or Had , or 
Moran or Immoral, “ * 

For me the 'Tolstoy novel was wonderful from a lot of angles, 
not the least of whioh was the fact that after reading it, cane 
to feel that Tolstoy, even as lMrit I as a child, had, realized, - 
nnd set down in print the fact that elements in life oascade upon 
M ln su " variety of colors, that at hast we have difficulty 
?n realizing wMch sections of it are lighter or darker gray - 
and .that it was o ly as immature children that we supposed that 
white was white and tlaok was Hack, and that was all there was to 
it. , * 

I guess the next mast impressive thing about that novel to 
me when 1 read it aA the age of about 15 was the^ staling 
recognition 1 had of people whom I knew in the characters he portrayed,- 
including myself, - my own virtues and vices, my own uncertainty 
as to whether anything, any deed any person oould be set down as 
good or bad. And I still recall the wave of something akin to 
a sense of saoridge when I foundmyself actually paraphrasing 
Abraham Lincoln's remark about God evenitently favoring connon 
people, ^e made so many of them, by telling myself, as I turned 
through Anna Karenina that God must have had something, of a 
sympathetic regard for human weakness, He made so many people who 
were laoking in positive Ten Commandment virtues. 

So much for Invitation to Learning, Columbia System, 
on Sundays at 11:30 Sastern "ar Time, Grab it if you can, but 
if you can't get it satisfactorily, be re.joioed that it is one 
oi those blessings that is likely to appear long and with greater 
frequenoey in times to come, - and naticipation pays a generous 
dividend ” < 

f . , . t ' « 

Still no word from Lyle, - and. may it so continue. I must 
agree with you that the kindest thing that can be said is that 
it is a m ghty curious business. In yesterday’s mail to the^adam 
was a letter from Mary Hose and Roark(Brawdprd), from hanta £e, 
where they have been living. ~fter a couple of years, it was their 
first letter, - excepting Christmas cards. The Madara^i.s wondering 
why the sudden break through, doesn t know what "r. Pipes 

told us - that Hoark would be in Oklahoma City before long, - or 
rather at the University of Oklahoma, for some kind of a pow-wow. 

I reckno they are soouting the idea that they might be passing through 
the c a ne River from Oklahoma to Hew v rleans, - but that ,of course, 
id merely a guess. Bo be it, — I don’t need to see them really, — 
at least not Mary il ose. What a bag! - *nd in speaking of the 
latter, 1 carry off the palm myself, for having turned out such a 
hodge-podge oommunioption*, - whioh certainly deserves an apology..... 
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June 12th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping-Service: 

Twenty-five times twenty-five million thanks would 
be quite inadequate to express the delicacy of .feeling 
that surges up when one considers with gratitude not 
only the conorete expression of sympathy, but even more, 
the sensitivty that prompts such a demonstration, 

A report to hand, - in two parts, - and somehow 
the gapping faoade already seems the nearer back to 
normalcy, just by the advent of the dual reports. 

It is generally felt that repairs will be accomplished within 
the next month or six weeks, and in view of services rendered 
hereabouts in a variety of undertakings, there is a 
possibility that the expenses may in part or in whole may 
be charged off as against these services rendered. The 
uncertainty, however, of effecting this conclusion has 
not been entirely allayed, but now, with the advent of 
the characteristic report, always so unfailing in good 
times and bad, the= assurance- that the matter can be 
accomplished without a hitch does much for the nerve 
department, T^en, too, there is the added thrill in 
the equally added effort that will be expended to 
repair the facade from unpaid income for services rendered 
locally, with the hope that the items coming to hand by 
post may in - part or in whole, be conserved to hold as a 
fund for initial undertakings on arenbourg when the crop 
has been taken off. Like Mr. Shakepseare’s mercy, - 
"it is twice blest, - it blesseth him that gives and 
him that takes", - for Arenbourg is a mutual aspiration, 
and in the event the present faoade is accomplished through 
other and possible forthcoming considerations, then 
Arenbourg and all concerned will be the winner. 

May I say a million thanks again? 

• In my last note, I intended to refer to old 
Baedecker, but forgot it. It ooours to me that 
Baedeclcer's fl know not how to spell it, but I think 
you know the ^uitle books 1 mean), - that Baedeckers 
Guides to Germany, published, of course, prior to 
1939, should be of exceeding interest right away, and 
most certainly within the years to come. 

(over ) 
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What with the manner of reporting war news and the 
consideration of propaganda and all that, one is of course 
uncertain as to the precise amount of damage done to 
Germany 'as a result of air raids, connonading and all 
the usual destruction accompanying hostilities. Surely 
there must have been soores of interesting places 
obliterated, and as the years go by, even the memory of 
them will be forgotten, and even though they may be mentioned 
in later guide books, the details will be missing. 

•accordingly, it would seem to me that should one 
run across any guide books covering Germany in particular, 
and -England and the Low Countries generally, it might 
serve^both from a collectors point of view and from 
one s own desire to recall what was what before the bLg 
bang to lay hold of some of these publications. I 
ore sure it is ouite possible that you may already be well 
supplied with these items, but I mention them just in case 
you should chance to run up kgainst'an odd volume on 
some bargain shelf. I reckon almost any dealer might 
be find to give the things a place on the bargain 
table at ten cents or some such figure, in case he 
should not consider their inordinate value in providing 
b picture of the ^rope that was onoe but will never be 
again save when someone like Cedrio Gibbon reconstructs 
it for Metro-Goldwyn-Maybr or some such. 

About today, I reckon, the Saturday *eview of 
Literary, as mention in the repbrt, will be coming 
to hand, and I shall immediately turn to the 14th 
page to investigate the fine article you mention . 

Wasn't it grand that you should chance upon this 
following your earlier good luck in finding a parallel 
sub 1eat for ^r. Pipes last autumn. I know he will 
be as thrilled as I, and I am sure the sentiments 
of all three will vibrate in satisfaction as individually 
we pursue thelines. - t 


I am so glad to hear that the wedding business went 
off so nicely, and apparently the prolonged silenoe on the 
part of the ride and groom must indicate they are busy 
an bees cetting their new lives arBanged, .*.ay yod find 
that only because of the' happiness that covers them keeps 
them from breaking out of their crysolis and resuming 
contaot with the outside world. 


Mention was made in .the latest report of the 
pleasure to be realized in devoting one's energies to 
researoh in the historical department rather than in 
the present line of endeavor. How whole heartedly I 
subscribe to that feeling, and show firmly 1 believe 
in its ultimate realization. Somehow the recent marriage 
seemed to me but another turn in the kalaedescope that 
brings nearer the realization of this hope. Arenbourg 
represents one turn, the marriage another, and so with 
patience, other turns will come, so that eventually 
the whole picture will come into view precisely as we 
would have it.. 

The virtues as possessed by our collaborator will be 
greatly enchanoed and increased in value when in the role 
of liason secretaire, the efforts in the literary field 
may be the more perfectly bridged and added strength to 
the undertakings accomplished through those efforts. 

*t the moment I am slowly arranging some of the 
Old Uatohez Sorapbook columns with a view to eventual 
binding, - arranging eaoh in successive order, - - 
1806, 1802, 1817, 1820 and so on. *t random I have had 
some of these read off to me, - the columns themselves, and 
I notice the difference in tone, as between those 
which I construction! and those which were accomplished 
exclusively by my collaborator. I cannot say that one 
was superior to the other, but they are strikingly 
different. It is with this in mind that I say a liason 
officer might readily have effeoted a fusion and the 
differences in feelings of the two would have been smoother 
and possibly better in the case of eaoh type. 

I'he next turn of the glass, bringing the focus 
a step nearer, will, i hope, be the beginning of some 
inoome which will be another step along the road to 
Arenbourg and the more perfect functioning of the 
whole literary effort. 

Patience is a leisurely figure and Impatience impells 
us to tread on the heels of the former oft times. But getting 
the most out of today's situation and keeping a firm hold 
on our faith that tomorrow we shall be a step nearer the 
desired end, and things are bound to turn as we would 
have them. £he latest report, in its several brackets 
has given me a firmer hold than ever on that faith, and 
n q . mflv its blessings be two fold.•••••••,. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

- , . , 

I begin this note by remarking that twenty tire times 
25 million little sensations of gratitude continue sparkling 
inside me, and somehow these tiny explosion seem like the 
vitalising effervescence one contemplates with admiration in 
a decanter of precious wine. Praises be to God for the 
grape and the Vinter. r 

... ..... 

*1th tomorrow marking a week slnae my major misere was 
accomplished, 1 continue to go in heavily for *n*oin and 
Asperin, but things are moving,in the right direction, even 
though leisurely, 

•dt oo.'^IXavdoft -• xwos oJ 4x,j.-v 

Yesterday morning, 1 brought Miss Ida over to this house 
to sit with me for a couple of hours* and to call up a lot of 
things in her memory. At the moment, we are taking one 
Prudhomme plantation after another, and she is telling me the 
identity of the ante bellum owners, their ohildren, the looation 
in town of their Aatchitoches plaoe, who married ■ whom, and 
a hundred little detail? regarding the plantation or its 
people, lesterday we did the Belle ft, Anne Prudhomme plaoe 
and the Arohille Prudhomme plaoe. There were lots of 
•extraeneous details and allied personalities dragged in, - 
such as lestan’s father, Saddo, his little brother, Julie his 
sister, and so on, , 

All these particulars may never be of any use, and yet if 
we should eventually attempt something of reoord for 
this region, these details might be most helpful. Miss Ida, 
at 85, is about the last of the inhabitants of ssnse and memory, 
who oan recall the people and personalities of this upper 
crust of h&tohitoohes sooeity, stretching baok into ante bellum 
times, V- ■ c 

O J - ’ U iOOs. •: eZ: . ■ , . I'iZo . •VJC*' V. 

In. these conversations, the Prudhomme kingdom seems to 
-^separate itself into three natural divisions, • from just 
above Melrose, * know, as the lie Brevelle seotion, on . 

North some £0 miles, knows, as 1& °ote '’oyeuse, end so on north 
about £0 miles to Kampti, the latter seotion always being referred 
by that name • - The lie, the Cote and Kampti, 

no , c . , i;7$r'ja e ji vr m Qm; 

7 • : 

09 u\.l b'i-.von ,rtt-:i»V3 -jfo'i t dp v • •••!•- ...; * • - 

. .... • . .. - , 


-0 xc.^0 3 QV aed 


SJlrw' 
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If you lived "on the Coast" you figured among the elect; 
if you lived at either extremity, • the ile or "-ampti, you 
were among the chosen of the Parish; hut if you did not live 
along ^ane "iver or Bed, within the somewhat alastio limits 
of these three seotions, maing up the single * h ® n . 

you were considered as a human being, but of seoond r te 

standing, and you really didn't matter much. The Prudhommes, for 
the most part , were the horde of the regions, and there 
were Just enough exceptions, in matters ojC property and wealth, - 
"oh .8 Ur. ^aoompte, b.loi ».lro«, »t 4 s«noll. to giro doflnlto 
exceptions to a situation which almost seamed to forego the 
possibility of any exceptions whatsoever. 

As I rdckon it, the more wealthy families of this section 
figured their holdings in valuations ranging-in the hundreds 
of thousands, in contrast to the *aamsJ'ounty " hloh 

totaled theirs in the millions. In the atohitoohes erea, 
life was pleasant, nearly everyone had a plantation on the 
river and a modest dwelling in town, while in Adams w ounty,life 
inclined toward the grand, and for the most part,.the single 
residence in a wooded park close to town or aotually 
plantation received the concentrated interest of its owner. 

Pleasure rather than intellect seems to have characterised the 

Natohitoohes area, with the planter giving personal attention 

to his production of the staple,* leisurely withal, and 

his day broken up into two or three rounds of prolonged dinners 

an suppers, peopled with relatives and friends around the 

board. In "dams oounty, on the other hand, the planter was less 

of a farmer than an executive, delegating the actual means of 

production of ootton to lieutenants, his personal puruaits 

more intellectual than sooial, with the latter i aot jTjj7 

ed more in the occasional lavish entertainments, whether intellectual 

or purely sooial, and his interests covering a larger sphere, 

both in intellectual interests and financial operations, running , 

ooncurrnently along side his aotual agricultural operations. 

. * * . • 

Xhe boundaries of "atohitoohes Parish Just about marked, the 
limits of the w ote Joyeuse planter. x he entire States of 
Mississippi and "ouisiana easily fell into the general mental 
picture of the aflame w ounty arietoorat. No planter of 
lie "revelle, la w ote Joyeuse or Kampti ever wrote a Geographio 
Survey of bouisiana, as did ". w . "‘ailes of Mississippi. 
jjo Cote Joyeuse physioian did more than oonoern himself with 
the individual patients in his eleoted group. It waa for *dams 
bounty to produce a br. M one tte or a "r. Cartwright, to take in 
thw whole Mississippi *ulley in a glance and the consideration 
of the ills of all-humanity in their stride. It is true that 
Aunt Houppe did write a letter, - a classic, on advising , 
her son in regard to life in general, "ut A unt "ouppe wasn t typical 
of A le "revelle or the -oast, for even her son, according to 
Miss Ida, was illegitimage, - and aooepted as a matter of oourse, 
because his mother was so distinctively individualistic. But 
it remained for someone like "r. Nutt of Hatches do writs 


treatises on ootton culture that would benefit, not a single 
d indifidual, but all the planters throughout the entire South. 

Xhese are some of the aspects of the Kingdom of the 
Prudhommes, and 1 contrast them at random as they come to mind, with 
the situation obtaining at the same time in Natohes, • the 
differences being so glaring that the individual oonepts in 
Natohitoohes -Parish seeming the more clearly defined as one 
hold them up against the parallel civilization 160 miles to 
the "ast. Possibly the difference might be illustrated by 
merely mentioning the two rivers along which each flourished and 
withered, - Sne Biver and the Mississippi. The ^ 91 x 9 Biver 
country was oertainly remote, and strangely enough, its 
oultural oapital was Paris "s Miss Ida explains . even 
in reconstruction times, ail tfte people on the C 0 g 8 t were forever 
saying; "Bn Prance this," and en Prance that". Pereas in 
Hatches the locality, while aloof, was actually on the great 
Amerloan highway whioh in ante bellum times brought everyone 
by your door and*took you any plaoe on the continent. New 
Orleans and Philadelphia, . rather than Paris, was the 
intellectual focal points around which Adams County swung, and 
its people spoke ^nglish or American, while Paris was a plaoe 
from whioh one purchased china and expensive”brio»a-brao but 
not an education, 

y, t 

1 apologize for taking up sonruoh of your time with a subject 
whioh cannot be of more than hasy interest. *y excuse is that 
^renbourg is a plaoe that will eventually oome into closer view, 
and perhaps it will seem a little nearer beoause of these altogether 
vague fragments that are being sawed from the wreck of forgotten 
foundations, the very existence of whioh is scarcely know by 
mor that two or three people in the entire Parish today. .. 






f 
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. June 15th, 1945. - 

elcfoeq ftTO'nj 61 B&ee;i oo «iq a tit tsiv ; oeihiine ? re it pi a 14 

, ... * , 

,8 ;; . yx it , ■'o.v : 








: ’ 


Memorandum to lipping °ervioe: 

, '* . . 

Thanks no end for your splendid report, to hand by air, 
together with the exhaustive clipping from the Herald-Tribune, 
which seems to have oovered about everything save a true picture 
of what was reputedly being reported* 

«"S • . " • . . 

With oharaoteristio selflessnesa and generosity, you 
ask my opinion, under the eiroumstanoes, as to the wish on my 
part to maintain ooptaot until the storm blows over. 

. : . . ' l :: r x t ' iflifti • 

My answer is immediate and directi - I do. 

. . .. 

Correspondence, to my way of thinking, is the life blood 
of friendship. Life without friends would be worthless, 
for myself if t£e present life blood were to be interrupted, 
lift would be meaningless. n is so often provsn in the past by 
a soul more courageous than mine, friendship, if real, functions 
evpn mere faithfully in storm than in fair weather. If a 
storm is in the offing, my friendship will flew along regardless 
of the flappig of the storm flags. Unless you feel otherwise, 
let us maintain the present contact, • so few things in life 
are really worth while, and this ip so precious. 


In the same post that brought the tt erald- A ribune clipping, 
come a muoh briefer one, with no names mentioned, from Shreveport, 
^elng shorter, it sounded muoh more sinister and gave the 
Madam quite >a start. But that was only temporary when I pointed 
out its oook-eyed presentation of facts. Then, too, the 
mind wps diverted in another direction when a telephone call 
oame from town, from the telegraph office, saying a telegram 
had just been received for *ios Francos Johnson, and was she here, 
fell,,she wasn't, but one naturally assumes that old man river 
might be expected to be somewhere in the offing if an 
address for messages for la Johnson has been given as this plaoe. 


(over) 

. Illv? aiti-T ,troger : 

s' aroHt - 11 -ism. vdt ao bro# eitiXX 

at AeularxOvib re I .to tax heihr. grcXuviti q to to I a 
'40.it rtetfrr yat ri ere doMw a&ttirft nett© texit lolled 

enoc.^taavba ec' ocr ti?o aurl hae bit rti .;Xltaex/Veri .etiqe .srt 
e^ernob eevi?., trigirocit end bm ,aoitr ion 
eaMauxra retit^tvrf *o eslriottr-eiit bit* ri^crordt oao ’^rxeo ot 
t '-xi o...woXo krah umrfw 36VX3 joC* eaaexirrooer exit ei retie 


• *••• ..in leirl 




5 iiOit suit no leeqqe 


STent ay 
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In the same post oaae a very nice letter from ■‘'an, 
in response to my thank yon note regarding Arenbourg. In 
his letter he remarked: "What the plaoe needs Is more people 
like you", - and for a usually somewhat taolturn personality, 
suoh a statement, a thought, was altogether graoious. 


d 1 ,'o 




.S iisoa ‘-'0 4*vo.v Hod -yi of; 
:-$S CLoo iX&od v 1 '13 j jjii i.’1-3 

; !. .r ' , SJ i ; i ' >.■ 


June 16th-16th, 1946, 


I ? 3 jf i 


Kiss Ida will remain for two or three days longer, and 
eaoh day we oontlnue our sittings. Born in 1867, she readily 
recalls praotieally everyone who figures in the 1861 diary, 

,slnoe praotieally all of those oharaoters were still alive 
when she became a young lady and moved in the same oiroles as 
revolved about la Oote Joyeuee for two or three deoades before 
and after the Confederate War* 

, s 

Sometimes my notes go Into something of a, tangle, as 
I jot down her conversation as she speak*. ^hls is due 
to the faot that so many of the individual families figured at 
least three or*four generations of people, eaoh euooeedlng one 
bearing the same first name. lor example, we were yesterday 
doing the Antoine ?rudhommes, - and there - were the grandfather, 
father and son, all bearing the same name, and while wa were 
detailing things about Antoine,he grandfatehr, before I knew it 
we had moved to the father, and I discovered that I inadvertently 
was taking down a description of the latter's plaoe 80 miles 
from the grandfathers of which I had t ought I was writing, 

■ - -. .. arti at al moas 

But I am going over these notes with Miss Ida, onoe they 
are completed, so that in-the end, she will have an opportunity 
to eorreot and add to them, and I shall have an opportunity to 
correct any errors. 

^,*1 .4 ry J» Xo 0«• 1 T • t j.ft X©** Jf{J J i( tuotT? . [i J ^ROC[ 0: '*>3 C. ■ ^ Ct I 

I saw Clemenoe yesterday. She was in quite a gay mood. 

‘■'he said she had praotieally completed the flower designs on 
-■various eolored papers, recently supplied. *he also remarked 
that a whole flock of*hill-blllles, from somewhere back of 
Berry, had oome fishing at the spillway near her home, anA 
seeing the pictures-through the doorway as they passed her house, 
they wanted to buy some, but she of oourse wouldn't sell* 

She said they were a sight, - the whole flock of people,.^everyone 
of the men and the ladies all bear feetad", - whioh I lived very 
muoh. - 

Beverting to the Herald-Tribune, I am under the impression 
that following the initial report, there will be comparatively 
little more on the matter generally* But if there should be 
a lot of particulars added later, I am determined to maintain 
my belief that often things whioh are very trying when they 
transpire, frequently in the end turn out to be advantageous 
in their ultimate solution, and the thought gives oourags 
to earry one through and the promise of brighter sunshine 

after rain is the recompense Sod gives when dark clouds first 
appear on the horison. besides there is always a frien 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

« L 

A write you this brief line at the dose of 
a busy, busy day, when high blood pressure has been too 
much in the ascendency, everyone is exhausted, and 
tonight at 10, old man river telephoned from some 
160 miles south of here, saying that he and Miss Johnson 
and the colored driver would be here about 8 a.m. 

x b® madam never heard of such business, "either did 
I. But it doesn't seem so muoh out of line with 
other curious doings of the past year. *fter all, they 
do have to oome straight through Alexandria to get here, 
and arriving at suoh an hour, - for it will surely 
be midnight when they reach that place, A would 
think they would linger there untlb morning, as the 
hotels are very comfortable there. 

- - .<j«- . . . . - ■ 1 ■ - - 

Well, having tired of spilling oil on troubled 
waters this evening, A took a long walk along the round 
of Arenbourg, after the big house had folded up. 

Naturally there was great expenotenoy when A returned 
and the Madam and Pat awaited to tell me of our 
impending visitor®, and I rolled up my sleeves to 
get a lot of my stuff out of the way, especially private 
papers, personal belongins, eto., eta. A am frankly 
tired, and probably f&oing something more so before dawn. 

But A did want to get - off this brief report to 
you, both to,thank you for your very nice and thoughtful 
one in today s post, and to explain that A may not get 
within reaoh-of a maohine for a day or two, if the 
visitors prove too muoh for the established routine. 

It looks as though they had already proven that point 
before ever reaohing here, - and all this being the 
first peep we have heard slnoe a month or so ago, when 
L-on a Friday he telephoned to say they would be here 
on the following Wednesday. 

I was muoh impressed by youf aocount of someone's 
interpretation of the Herald-Ttibune business. I reokon 
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the whole thing may boil dowji to about that. It would 
appear that had anything serious been contemplated, it 
would have transpired long before this. Trial* 
oovering oharges, suggested in the artihhe, are usually 
not delayed. As you pointed out, there may be a 
little filler for the newspapers and magazines, but 
I reckon that will be about all. 

_As for correspondence, too, •* and regarAlesa of 
actualities, had there been any reason for intercepting 
personal mall, this would have been aone ever and ever 
so long ago, - probably 1942, at least, so there would 
be no point in breaking off anything that means so muoh 
at this time, * and henoeforth may this most precious 
of oontempoary possessions be allowed to oontinue un¬ 
interruptedly. 

It seem like quite a time slnoe 1 have .heard from 
Dora. Possibly he has made some new finds and is 
working mightily on them. I must get him off a 
little note tonight before I fold up my beard in my 
chair before the revelers arrive. 

« 

Regardless of arrivals at this place, prior to 
Sunday, A intendamounting a horse early-early on that 
day, and riding baak to kittle A iver where 1 shall 
spend the day with my friends. I shall probably be tired, 
but it will be a great relaxation, and already Charles 
has written me a note, - in large script,, detailing 
a menu, calculated to entioe me, - for it includes 
ioe tea, ice cream, eto., all of which he knows 1 
like. 

- “ * ' ... # 

There was; some other point i wanted, to cover, but 
it eludes me at the moment, and so I shall let 
this go for tonight. 

It is so kind of you to have informed me so 
fully on ourrent particulars, snd I shall hold my 
fingers orossed, on the assumption that the noise 
in the Herald-Tribune will get lost in the general 
shuffle, and that the whole business will fall back, 
forgotten in the rush of other matters, and buried 
forever in the files from whence it was extraotsd. 

Arenbourg looked so peaceful and lovely tonight in 
the moonlight. There isn t anything particularly 
pretty about it from the toad, and the moon was 
but half full, and yet, in thinking of a oouple of 
tomorrows, it held all the promise of peaoe and happiness, 
and I thought muoh of someone far away, and 
Arenbourg seemed so beautiful.. 




June 18th, 1945. 

Memorandum to Clipping Services 

A hurried report, on a typewriter with which * am not familiary. 

He arrived at 2 &.m. on Friday noght, or rather Saturday morning. Quite 
drunk, and drank until 5. He looks about 75 years old, is as thin as a reed, 
but talks as though the mental denartment were functioning normally. 

Miss Johnson (Johnston) seems to be something in personality like 
a harnett kane and in appearance like a female rendition of mr. woolcott. 

She has more nerve than anyone I know. I dropve her to town on Saturdfy evening. 
She noted about 200 hourses and cabins along the road, and possibly 50 in town 
she will photograDh. s he told me if I would k ndly list these prooerties, the 
names of the owners, eto. She also said she would be back in September and 
on the 20th she would be able to go to natchez. In that place the ladies of both 
clubs had told her that only one person they knew of was acquainted with the 
houses hidden away in the traces and that I was that person. She accordingly - 
pointed out that she thought that she could probably get all her work done 
in photographing them within ten days. My response was to the point, I 
didn't know when I was going to ^atchez, and whenever there I was very busy on 
my own endeavors. Imagine, - having the never to expect me to do all the work 
for her save actually photographing the stuff. TNhat she needs is somebody 
or some group of somebodies to make it possible for her to turn the horns of 
plenty and the trumpets of feme in her direction. Well, I shall have no part 
in any of it. 

It seems she doesn't take portraits, and so that lets her out so far as 
Clemence is concerned. Knowing me as you do. You can readily appreciate that 
I would be glad to give the old girl, - 82, a hand in any old direction I could, 
but I am like a mule when somebody like her thinks all she has to do is tell me 
what she needs and expects me to hand out, just as though I were to consider 
the honor of being with her as sufficient glory and recompense. Well, it isn't. 

I spent the Sandy on Little Hiver. It was grand. There was a 
funeral at the little church there, and I saw a great many of my friends 
on the road. Leo ing here about sun up, I had an opportunity to spend several 
hours along that dreamy bayou before going to to have dinner with Charles 
and Ida. I got back here about 5. 

On Saturday, old man river was sick and sent for the doctor, his servant told 
me the day before he had eaten one tomatoe and had drunk three quarts of whiskey. 
Strange d he didn't feel too we 

Hut as of Saturday afternoon, he has reformed. He is never going to drink 
any more, - etc., etc., etc. 

(over) 




T. •• - 


c «; 


I 









From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1233 


1234 


I am writing this in the office, - and there is much confusinn with 
the usual commotion that attends a busy Sunday Monday morning in any 
organisation, 

I shall therefore fold up at this point, coming baok again whenever 
circumstances permit. The postmay has Just come, - terribly early,for him, 
and I notice a small envelope addressed to me, I shall treasure it until this 
evening when I shall find a quite spot where I can share life for a moment with 
a friend, thanks to the blessings fo postal conversations. 


P. s . 

I must append a curious thing. It seems that his assistant in Writers 
Project., - and one with whom I was never especially close, is now assistant 
to Walter Frese, which may or may not somewhat alter any decision on 
the manuscript in that office. Isn't it odd how strange people get in 
strange places at strange times, 

I wodld add too, that the local schedule calls for a departure of 
all this mess, as of Wednesday of this week, weather for photographing 
in the mean time, and improvement in the health situation, mak ng that 
possible. As for himfc he cannot get out af a chair by himself, nor can 
he walk aoross the room without being supported by someone. That s the 
way things are muddled up here at the moment. 


. 







June 19th, 1945, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

I have your report, and have enjoyed it not onoe hut a million 
times, as 1 have rehearsed in my mind the several details touched therein,- 
from perruques to pre-seesonel heat, 

■ na that von too. are a hraid, I am trying to picture in my 
mind Just h©» things appear with you in the role of La_Belle JPerroniere, 
¥ hut somehow the former hair-do seems to dominate all the mental piotures 
I summon up. But regardless of that, I am enchanted that 
arrangement gives some suggestion of frigidair in the temperature 
department, and more power to you, 

▲s for Sunda 's Invitation to Naming, 1 missed out on it, as 
indicated in my letter of yesterday, -“ext Sunday 1 am expeoting to get 
hack into the group of people who like that hour on Sunday mornings. 

It will he pleasant to think of you as being able to arrange your 
hours on week ends in such a fashion as will harmonise with 
impulses, and the summer will suit me the better Just to think of the 

possibility on your part. 

I noted with interest your reference to the a evigne correspondence, 
and the request for confidential communications. In every line of 
comnunioation there has always been a tendency on the part of that 
correspondent to treasure everything from everyone, (interruption) 
whether it be patent medeoine advertisements or personal friends, 

I mention this in order that for the most part, unless they oan be 
disposed of otherwise, - 1 have been quite successful in that line, 
they are preserved, 

another interruption. 

And so to get on wit the looal scene. 

' * « * “ . . . . . t . 

, . • 1 ■' 'J 

It had been planned that old man;river would return to his 
hotel on Thursday, - his valet driving la Johnston 8 oar, - with 
the lady going baok with them. *esterday, about 2:30, while I was at 
the big house, the valet came a Jumping, asking me to oome over. I came. 
A he son in law had taken him off liequor on Saturday. By Monday afternoon 
he was craving it so badly that he was out of his mind. _ he was shaking 
with the worst case of Jitters i ever saw. He was talking * mile * 
minute, indicating by his words he thought he was in bed in the lobby 
of the a t. Charles hotel. He-wanted to esoape, etc., eto. 
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It seems to me that it has been a long time sinoe Oklahoma wrote 
me, but a package of clothing oame through yesterday, with a note, saying 
"for the starving Greeks," and * reckon another letter will be to hand 
shortly. 

Eventually I shall try to put my Cane ^iver notes, as diotated by 
Miss Ida, together, although that may not be soon, - what with 
the probably sag in health in the big house and the presenoe of grass 
in the ootton fields, which will keep my reader busy from dawn to dusk. 

But they are sufficiently dear to enable me to fill in skips 
for A recall the details of our conversations quite clearly. 

I'oday I shall probably devote to la w ohnston in her phtographing 
of Cane **iver houses, and I shall probably repeat the performance tomorrow 
6 he certainly does beautiful work, and has auknaok that is equally 
effective in getting other people to do about everything except snap the 
oamera. But * continue to be mole-ish, and shall merely lend the oharm 
of my presenoe, and as for a ten day tangle with her in Mississippi in 
September, - for her oonfenienoe and benefit, - exclusively, - then she 
might as well count me as out, for I shall have nothing at all to do 
with that project, and 1 shall neither subject myself or my freinds 
to her whims and whimsies. 

I have just received a message that she wants advise on some points 
regarding today's project, but she will have to await my convenience on 
that point, too, as I have a number of letters to sundry people which 
had better go out in today's post, and I shall accordingly attend to 
them before I understake anything on her hook. 

I am glad to learn that the k ara id-Tribune business appears to 
have gone out after its initial flare-up. ks for myself, I oontinue 
to hold steadfastly to the determination that oontaot is more s import¬ 
ant than anything else, or any of the possibilities stemming from 
correspondenos, and accordingly y ou may count on me, as always, to 
keep the relation on its usual level, which is more precious to ms 
than 1 can put down in words. 
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June 20th, 1945. 


. 

. 

•*tir o\us- 5Ue.3i»<!W .Hrw « «- 

Memorandum to mapping Service; 


s , 




June 19th turned out to he a fine holiday in this 
boxhood. The shy was oleax. A gentle breess tempered 


neighborhood. The shy was oleax. A gentle breess tempered 
the sun's heat. The negroes froliehing up and down the road, 
observed, as usual, that the mulattoes were all working 
madly to proclaim to the world they had nothing to 
celebrat about so far as emancipation was concerned. 

/ ■ - . 

_ On Sunday night, Miss Johnston had deoided to photograph 
Melrose early in the day and thenoe on with her camera to do 
the balance of Cane River* At 11:30 a.m. -she was still in 
her room, the smell of ooffee issuing thenoe, indicating 
that she was making the most of the speoial brand of that staple 
and her own peroulator which she had brought with her. 

At 12, we dined, with the Uadaa looking haggard, after 
the previous days doings of old man river. At 4 p.m. Miss 
Johnston announced she was going to trim a hat and then start 
out. We got under way at 5* observed a few houses, - Celine's, 
etc., and so were back at *elrose to snap the African house 
by 6:30, - which proved to be too late for the proper light. 

. . Accordingly the day passed without a liok of work being done 
save those who push typewriters and brooms* and neither in that 
or those two groups did too muoh, what with every moment being 
supposed as the magioal one in which some major operation would 
start.' 

* 

' . . ") , ij % i w . 4 ..! W-. * • J '• • ■ * • 

In the correspondence department came a letter, - at 
long last, - from Hiss Ramsey. She expressed pusslement that 
we had been unable to locate her during the flood period, 

I guess she must have thought she left us explicity directions 
as to how contact might be maintained. However, Hiss Culver 
was as muoh in the dark as we were, so perhaps it wasn't so 
strange that we didn't know either. The letter states that 
a hurly-burly developement in her schedule, - a returning 
brother-and veteran, ~ eto., has foroed her to re-arrange 
things a bit, but that she will undertake to make Melrose before 
long. She seems to be quite enthusiastic about the matter, but 
between you and me, she had better hurry, or somebody else will 
be undertaking her stuff. I must write her this morning. - 

.........vI- vc. ■ • 2,5V/ 1 . b ' - u ■ - 















» 
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A couple of Items in regard to lilss Johnston may be 
in order, just to illustrate her type of personality, 
first off, regardless of A arnett Kane's statement that 
"she can drink any six men under the table”, I see nothing 
to indicate that she drinks anything stronger than coffee. 

With a strong will, she apparantly has gone through life 
having her own way to a large extent, and yesterday at 
dinner she remarked that she has a positive mind, knows 
what she wants and how she wants it done, and only asks 
that others carry out her wishes* Obviously that is an 
example of oonoeit and utte disregard, for others that 
probably has been a considerable stumbling blook in her 
association with people who are of the opinion that there 
might possibly be more than the Johnston way of doing things, 

1 imagine it might be quite funny to a third party observing 
her making suggestions, • tantamount to oommands, - with 
me letting them bounce off my brain like water off a 
duck's back, . Being so self-noncentered, she may have lived 
these 6& odd years without realising what the trouble may be 
when she enoounters a difficult personality like mine. She 
might learn before she gets done here, but 1 reckon if she 
has escaped the light thus far, she probably will avoid seeing 
i$ from here on out, 

.•. . a-. . so 

Perhaps the most amusing thing about her is another 
example of her imperviousness to Southern custom, even though 
she has photographed the d outh and must have* lived for years 
with Southern people, x hat is to be found in one word: 

"Mrs." for, in speaking to or off the Madam, she always says: 
Vlases Cammle" instead of "Miss Gammle". Sometimes untutored 
Southerners and hill-billies doe the same thing, and frequentl 
northerners oonmitt the same outrage on custom, but it does 
seem strange that a person who has lived in the South as 
long as she must have would have caught on to the custom 
of saying "Miss” ^ammie instead of "Mrs. n Gammie. 

One of these days, when la Johnston gets to sounding off 
about people not.seeing what is right before their noses, I 
think 1 shall remark to her that almost anybody might make 
a "misees- take" so far as local customs go. 

And I guess this is enough of,local tom-fOolery for the 
moment 

♦ \2-U<r 63 is . OS U? 

i*he June moon, so widely publicized by poets, is now 
waxing magnifioiently. -Last night a again walked the 
Cote Joyeuse road, and "renbourg was lovely. 


f( 1 £ $3 .13If tv *• J J ‘ ° ~ ‘ 

* 

ozal J£. 3 s-u: - r :o ,J 


j U- O.'i* 4 . JOU .iJ wv 

Tot r- aeoxior 

, 

< ; 3 ?* • J **' iLI? 11 

c. i al "yj .!•{- - i:j LL ' J: 


J XiAl fa AS ,v ,/ -.Iff » w*, 

June 21st, 1945, 


so ’.CV ( 


CL . 3C 


a ja. I 


Memorandum to dipping Servioe: 

Only a brief memorandum this morning, 

fl 4 m’tsi Loo.x "L.'TI Q . r ’*~ u 

'■Caroline -^ormon oame yesterday evening and this 
moyning x shall be busy in the gardens, getting some of the 
latest horticultural wrinkles straightened out. And 
interruption may intervene at any moment, and L shall 
accordingly have to attend to la Mormon, who will depart 
again for Briarwood sometime before noon, as 1 understand 
it. Her sifter, "01s Virginia",, will be here with 
the oar at almost any old time, although the dormons are 
famous for having not conoept of time, so it may be 
night before they get going. 


fhe enclosure indicates all is well up Oklahoma 
way, %• $26,000.00 fund sounds interesting. Perhaps 
l something may oome from that direction. 


ao:u3i30UO 


As regards the.offspring of ^he Black Swan, L have 


'l TO , 




.3 - 


X L iw 


responded that I think the idea of the University Library 
writing for particulars a good one. After all, nothing 
oould oome via ^lrose, sinoe 1 have already , albeit, 
inadvertently, stuok out my neck in that direction, and 
I realise the possibility that the C or onado people are probably 
descendants, not of 4li*aBeth Greenfield, who had no heirs, 
but of Bliza Greenfield, the Blaok Swan herself, it will 
be nioe if we can get some particulars through the "round¬ 
about" channel, — for I must say that to get to Hatohez via 
Oklahoma and California, via Louisiana, is what might be 
styled "all around Bobin Hood's barn", : 

La Johnstofc, determined to take the west bank house 
on Gene Biver, requiring the early morning light, actually 

-got under full sail yesterday at 5 o'olook in the evening. 

Pat drove her to town to past an air mail letter at that 
hour, and they returned home in time for her to snap a pioture 
of the African House. She now has deoided to remain here 
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until Sunday, - whioh is putting quite a strain, 1 think., 
on the high bllood pressure, and 1 am on iy hoping that 
the lid doesn't fly off before that late date. 

La Mormon's advent was all to the good. *>he can talk 
an ear off anyone, but it provides entertainmen for 
the hostess, and diverts a mind that might otherwise, and 
frequently does manifest irritability By the time the 
week end oomes, - what with all that &as transpired in the 
past 7 days, things ought to be pretty close to the 
boiling point. 

It seems to me there were two or three things, 
mentioned in the enolosure 1 wanted to refer to, but 
cannot redall them at the moment. Oh, yes, the reference 
to the disagreeable Ur* Barnes of Philadelphia. It was 
merely to say that I recall he had experts assemble his 
oolleotion of French*.Impressionist paintings when he was 
establishing his Museum < There were three people who 
worked separately and jointly in ^aris on the purohase 
of those' piotures., - Matisse, I think, although I am not sure, 
but 1 am sure of the other two, - your friend, Gertrude Stein 
and my friend, Aif re a M aurart son 0 f 0 ia Louis of furrier and 
Ives fame. 

I have written u r. £ ipes that I think it would be 
best to try to sell a group of the ^lemenoe things, - 
illustrative of her flower things and her folk lore illustra¬ 
tions. Afte all , the value of the work is based not 
on their artistic merit, but rather upon the phenomenon 
that suoh an untrained and untutored person oould manifest 
suoh a sruprising gift for oolor and design without ever 
hating seen a pieture or reoeived any instruction whatsoever 
in the medium she uses to express herself. In that category 
' they oertain do rank high, and on that basis they Bhould 
be offered for sale, I think. It seems rather surprising 
that somebody like old Mosenwald didn't estbalish a gallery 
fdr suoh examples of the raoe. - 

• • 

-'-here are a dozen other things of whioh I would touoh 
upon,-but i .shall have to let them slide for the moment. 

The day is so much better if one oan have Just a word, - 
even a mere glanoe, in the right .direction, and my day will 

be sufficiently worthwhile for this .little moment. 

. '• -ir l0 'c» 3 sired ;c,. Ilea iitft i-i x:c to 









revolt 


.! - ... . s.,, 7 .CtC.'ZX - JunS 22nd, 1945. 

v ... t- ;io ir vi. eb o? be Inc c.o t si - • 
o''j tovi- ie.i/to.i o-.-jne 




Memorandum to ^lipping ^ervioe: 


The enolosure is from Mary. In reading it, w ^g anor 
no doubt recall what so many humanitarians, i: aoV a t ln 

Roosevelt, have remarked: - that poverty play s a ig p 
getting things out of Joint. 

*8 one person's viewpoint of what 1. going on in 
of the doings and 4ffis reasons for those doings. 

to do some of the thing, whioh at. .o .toh« tjflSUiitSna 
Uttli^ tha l pl«tux. somehow oould h. .uperlmpOB.d ™ 
SSf-«lS 1 ltrS t U , wi y oi i tho» U .h. do 1 ... with it than tho.. 
who do not possess it. .' o 

To keep the aotual a.t up a llttl. jote perf.otly.ln mind than 

« SS/ffSS thudd.no. of ohaf to 

bring thetares into balanos. « 

•^urely this enolosure is scarcely worth all this 

an* 

in tun. with th. wxlt.x 1 . 2 *1 t ’g^rtln. Intit..t 

sre s 8 ni.r*px?*/uigrd: I.. r»,d «- » r 

place. 


I 
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Yesterday until 3 p.m., it was a beautiful day. La Johnston 
never did get away from hv coffee pot, and not a pioture was 
hit off* She is scheduled to depart on Sunday, leaving but two 
days to take Melrose houses and °ane Biver generally. She never 
will be able to do it. 

Caroline ■ u ormon remained for dinner, departing shortly 
there after. About 2 an old friend of the Madam's came by, - and 
later expressed her shook and degression at the evident aeterioratio 
of her old friend. 

t ■v n , 

We had a good shower at 3, and a beautfiful sunset to close 
the year's longest day. I skipped down to ^lenience's about first 
dart, taking with me a summer dress, - yellow with small dots in 
it, - puffed or padded sleeves, etc., which you may remember. 

1 also carried a little sweater for "^ary ■ fl, ranoes whioh had come fro 
Oklahoma There was some talk about a lampeel, whioh one of 
the children had hoed up in the ootton patoh. This strange 
fish is of the eel family and has four tiny legs, whioh are 
purely decorative, and of no use in walking. It is ,dark gray 
or blaok in oolor, and somehow always frightens the darkies, althoug 
it is quite harmless, being of the eel family, although they all 
have a story about a man who died from its bite, one thing about 
it is the faot that it has no teeth, so x guess it couldn't bite 
muoh. . 

. . . . .• ! 'J . ... . .. r - . . w ; 

Before I left, “lenience had to try on the dress and declared 
it fitted her perfectly. J rom where I sat, it seemed to do 
just that, and she, of course, was enohantad. Bo there's your 
good deed and another star twinkles in your crown. 

. . ' _• . : i.. • > ' . L i e . v-.. c - 

Returning home, the big old moon was wading through equally 
big old olouds, and 1 found a little friend awaiting, me, saying 
he was going to the barker's across the river by boat, and would 
I like to ride. I would. *nd I did. *nd it was all very 
pleasant, even thought the barber didn't do any hair outting, for 
all that. Bat on the smooth surfaoe pf the river, a marvelous sky 
pattern spread ever so far, the moon, the olouds and an occasional 
star shimmering in between, and my thoughts traveled far, both 
in miles and in time, and I thought how nioe it is going to be 
when there are other moons to be drunk in, as a dusky gondolere 
silently paddles his skiff apd. his passengers along the same surfaoe. 

8 f aeoii^i8Cioorio %<i bei'iJ ^uied eXiiw hfior. t 
A letter from the servant, reporting a Bafe trip baok to 
^ew Orleans, came to hand in yesterday's mail. It seems the 
master has reformed, is eating well, and everything is just 
dandy, --all of whioh, with a niokle, would secure one a round 
of coffee. .. *. • - , 


jbofI2t 


5 'I C . f.' >.i i ©4 it ’ '•*' - •' .‘>x 1 i'i »* • •-* '■>' 3 i* 

-f ■ , * J mm 
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June 26th, 1946. 
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Memorandum to ^Upping Service: 5 

i ” i 

Bo memorandum went forward on Saturday. Somehow the day 
opened early, and what with one thing and another, - including 
the faot that the post man was a couple of hours early, I never did 
get to my own oorrespondenoe, what with several items I had to 
run off for the Madam. 






The latter's health continues to sag gradually, and possibly 
not seriously, but withal painfully. She appears to have some kind 
r of rheumatism that flies around from one. musole to another on 
suooeeding days, and in oonsequenoe, she does very little , save 
graoing her sofa. Yesterday she did not go down stairs at all. 

.a ,20f: i a - “ "1 ti* ■- 

■>. and-Paynie decided that something ought to be done, and 
taking my advise, recommended, ^orth Carolina, - Pennland, where 
she has a room in that colony, where lots of people are engaged in 
weaving and other folk efforts whioh she likes so muoh. But 
he. physician reoommended-that, she remain here and that her nurse 
of last Spring, Mias Pickle, be brought baok to nurse her for 
a little while, to give her hot pads for her rheumatism, etc. 

. aeo i x .a;--' 

In my opinion, that is merely patohing up and staving off 
something, for later, and obviously she will not improve until 
she get8 out of here and someplaoe where it is oooler and where 
an appetite may le developed and proper food prepared to meet an 
impulse for food when it does arise. 

I mi ^ • 

But she will not subscribe to suoh an idea, - not until she 
gets so worn out, she oan't do anythig about it, and so we shall 
go along, patohing up and ptaohing up, and getting no where fast, 
it ie nay understanding that ~iss Pickle is on a confinement case 
at the moment, but will oome^to Melrose when that job is finished. 

In the mean time we shall dwadle along, gradually getting weaker 
and weaker, with more time and energy required to begin the re-build¬ 
ing once-more, when it is eventually undertaken. 

z ■ . ue ... - JOi :h si-*3 sue. 

I am passing along-a statement of health hereabouts to Borman, 
in order that Mr; Pipes may relay it to Miss fill, hoping that 
the news may stave off her current visit , on her way home to 
Baton Bouge. Miss Bit is a swell person,, but inooines to take 
what she sees for actuality, and. being guileless herself, is 
inclined to spill beans without ever realising she is doing 
so. There would.be no. need, for example, to remark that ^r. Pipes 
and I may possible undertake to do some joint work at Arenbourg, 






■Pi 


f 
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but that would be a perfect example of how she might drop a 
remark. - thinking nothing or or understanding nothing of 
the curious menal, twists, - and so induoe a great deal of mental 
distress in advance of a situation, whioh, if actually 
aooomplished, would cause but slight ripples, whereas if spilled 
in advanoe, might occasion oonsiderable waves. I certainly hope 
she passes by this area on her way, - but pass by without stopping. 

I oontinue to labor on the Bev. Chase synopsis, whioh I find 
rather diffioult to do, - it is such an important thing, and 
yet so ourious and outlandish, that it is soaroely possible to 
break it down in a fashion, that anyone unacquainted with the faots, 
would believe. But it Is shaping up slowly, and I am hoping 
to get it off this week. 

I spent a perfeotly delightful day on Afttle River on Sunday. 

Starting out early, - on a horse that was much too frisky, I 
covered a lot of ground.fast. I stopped off to see my old 
friend, A rohellius, and together we covered a lot of ground, all 
the way from the *ible to the wisdom of raising more corn for 
hogs and chickens, Stopping at another oabin on the other bank of 
Little River, we did quite a symposium on turtles, one of the 
children having just brought in a "oouwan", - 1 have.no idea how 
the thing is-actually spelled. It seems to be a turtle with five 
ridges down its back, looking, q .ite ferooious, but making 
excellent soup, they tell me. *nd so on to dinner with Ida and 
Charles, and back here by 4 p.m., ~ withal hot and tired. Pat was 
Just starting to drive la Johnston down to Cloutierville for 
supper. * verbal invitation had be left for. me, but of course, 
as always, 1 declined 


June £6th 


Memorandum to ^lipping s ervioe; 

• r 

3o Waldi i8 dead and will never romp on the terrace of 
Arenbourg. Veil, physically, yes, but spiritually Mo. for 
the good and the evil that things living set in motion go 
right on functioning down through the years, and even though 
the doer may depart from the visible soene., he really doesn't 
die until all the influences he has set in motion have ceased to 
operate. Animals, and especially pet, somehow typify human 
qualities, and from what you have told me of "aldi, gentleness, 
affection and fidelity were his cardinal virtues. Witnessing 
these virtues in animals, as we do, and day after day, these 
qualities somehow take on a deeper signfioanoe for us as we 
see then glow more brightly. Gradually those examples they set 
for us somehow become the more strongly impressed on our own 
personality, so that whan those livigg objects whioh we have 
learned to admire and love move on to a greater sphere beyond 
our huaan sight, they leave with us those positive attributes they 
have so constantly demonstrated, and we in turn are the better 
for having known and loved them well. i 

« , 

Waldi, .of course, is dead, and will never romp on the 
terraoe of Arenbourg, But in a way, Waldi wi, 11 always live, 
throwing into starker relief those negative virtues, possessed by 
others less fine than himself, and making us oling the stronger 
to those simple and fundamental virtues whioh, in the long 
run, are the only baste forces that make life worth while, 
having lived with one who so tenderly sensed,and appreciated 
his gifts of friendship and fidelity, Vsldi will always exert his 
influence from day to day as one goes through the Joys and 
sorrows of life, and while awaiting one's realisation of 
a measure of happiness on-"God.'s half sore'', greater strength 
will well up to enable one to forebear until that dream is 
realised. J *nd onoe realised, Waldi's spirit,will still shine 
through the uncertain mists of today as they fade before a 
-brighter tomorrow, and then, in all good time, "aldi'e ppirit 
will in truth romp gaily on the terraee of Arenbourgh, and 
Arenbourg will be the better pises because of.the nobility of 
his spirit whioh will find happiness and contentment there, - 
brought baok- to spiritual animation by pne.in whom he oould 
trust so implicitly to refleot and, transpose it to the plaoe where 
God intended him, - physically ,or spiritually, to. relax in 
the satisfaction that at last h* has found peace and home. 
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to sit and ohat with her grandmother, “ixmie May cautiously 
but with evident determination to please, gradually approaches 
my chair, not unlike the method of amulation of a crab, " 
and ends up by weaving around and about the legs of the ohair 
just like old Grandpa does when I am sitting at my breakfast and 
he thinks there is going to be a pieoe of baoon for m», 

It will be interesting to learn what happens to the 
blue satin garment, ^omehow I have a feeling it will take 
on something symbolic like The Cherry G ape. So one on earth 
can possibly imagine kow one fertile brain will contrive to 
get the most out of it. Perhaps it will serve as a slip, 
possibly as a drape for the shoulders with a matching 
remanent to be fashioned artistically about the head. 

But speculation mis obviously out of order, since no one 
will be able to figure it out in advance. I shall never 
breath such a thing, but 1 wish it might be fashioned into 
a suit for one of *lemenoe’s little grandons, for a 
Qnae River Blue -°oy ought really to be something. 

^loture for yourself, - you and the girl friend, how 
much good you have done by this thoughtfulness on your part. 

or not only have you fed the imagination with banquets of 
menal joy, but at the same time, the results of all this 
pleasure will provide a flock of people with raiment, and 
your blessings will be doubled or trebled for those 
who reoeive and we three shall have the fun of observing to 
what good and practical uses these items will be put. 

x ime runs out, for I must up and away early t is morning, 
what with la belle Johnston determined to finish taking a 
couple of piotures today, - prior to her departure for 
flew Orleans on the morrow. I feel positive that she will not 
get around to leave before the end of the week, but the effeot 

on today's program is just the same, and I must accompany 

her on her morning s tour, - I really oan't believe she is up, 

but so say the servants, - for if I do not go along with her and 

hold her down, she will be turning the cabins of some of my 
friends up side down and inside out, - just as She tried to 
get me to out all the bananas along my front gallery. Just to 
suit her momentary whim, - and somebody has to put his foot 
down in behalf of these simple folk in whose domestio arrangemtn s 
la bag might otherwise raise hell. 
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Memorandum to "lipping Service: 

- « k 

«• • x he Uncle a emus came to hand in yesterday's post, together 
with the letter, both of which gave the Madam much satis¬ 
faction She may respond shortly in her own hand, although 
she hasn't written any letters, I think, in two or three weeks, 
and therefore if none should appear, you will understand 
that she is nursing her rheumatism, and will probably not 

oorreationdenoe until after her nurse. Miss Pickle, has 
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ar« being opened in various sections of the oountry. 

. • I .think it is possible to made a down payment of 
on delivery of these houses, and $£6.°O iMnthly htno e forth until 
uaid for, and what with the houseing situation as it * 0 » 
a whole flock of people, probably would grab at such a possibility, 
and at houses of more spaoious and eleaborate design. 

Seldom is a country ever adequately housed, I suppose, 

and if the units to be turned out for tS the ^ 

nrove to be good, I suppose there would be no end to the 

demand. 1 believe it is said that fewardo 

pre fabricated house? in his time. It is odd that 

to wait so long.for them. 

’On the local front, it is my understanding that J* B®* 1 ® 
Johnston is scheduled to take off this morning, with kat as 
her driver. She never did get ground to take any pictures, 

of" f.w houses in the gardens of/elrose. I think 
tha heat finally got the old girl, and I must say I oan t 
blame her, what with her 62 years, for not having much energy 
to get.going early enough in the day to do much. 

The more 1 see of her, the more sorry I £ee i 1 

think she is inclined to be lonely, and anxious * or 
companionship. But that hope she is not likely to rsaliie, 
and for myself, i have ontributed. nothing toward that end, 
what with the inordinate demands she seems impelled to make upon 
any and everyone who comes within calling distance. I “J 
wondering if lonliness may not Be one the the major * -Se has Just 
her change of residence from Washington, c ., where ~® * 
sold her house, to flew w rleans where she has Just purchased one. 
After all, an old woman of 82 must have some good reason for 
pulling up stakes at suoh a late date, and I .am inolined to 
think she has at long last given up all hope of tha 

intimate friends in Washington and clutches fertively toward the 
Crescent ^ity where people don't know here quite so well as yet. 

It's really hilarious how white foiks and colored automati- 
. cally start ambling in the opposite direction whenever she heaves 
into sight* For a long time * have flat sorry for ghosts, who 
are urobably dying for human companionship, and are always being 
nearby ereryon.th.y wooiSttr. And so 1. Johnston, slthoug 
weighing a couple of hundred pounds, is something of a 
ghost, - so far as human reactions to her are concerned, and 
even though she may; be departing at this moment, i shall 
make no effort to hunt her up and say Au revoir. Be says 
she is returning in u otober to do ^ane Riger. Well, there is 
no need to rush into it, is all X oan say to her. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Barvioe: * { 

• - 1 ■ ■ 1 

Well, at long last, la belle Johnston is gone, - although 
I began to have misgivings that suoh a statement could ever be made. 

i ■ ■ .... • 

un ‘-Tuesday night she asked the cook, who usually arrived about 
6 a.m., to oome earlier on Wednesday, in order that she might have 
her breakfast and be gone on the long hot trip to^ew w rleans before 
the sun got too high, 

v'. ■ V TT - . ’ ‘ »■ j- r -a ... • ' ■+ •• - - •' v ' • *■ .. J ■ 5 .. • •- * - v : 

At 6j40, Pat got up, being soheduled to drive the lady. When 
I went to the big house at 10 a.m., thinking i might find her gone, 
la bag was still trailing about in her dressing gown. It seems 
she was awaiting certain physical aotions, in responsetb some medeoine 
she had taken the day before. 

t •. J w. 1, ‘* : - t > * •* ° a ' « * * . \ 

By eleven, this phenomenon had been accomplished, and then 
the lady decided to piok herself an enormous bouquet, to oafry 
with her to ^ew °rleans, where she is soheduled to arrive today. 

She got the bouquet alright, and it took her an hour to do it, but 
as she put it in the back of the car with not moisture about the 
stems, - and what with the thermometer soaring into the upper 90's, 

I oan persuade myself fhat the bouquet will amount to muoh if an 
when she ever gets to the Crescent City. 

T • • - - J 

u ff had, I should say she travels with about £0 or 30 pieoes of 
luggage, - non-desoript stuff. *at had paoked everything very nioely, 
but when she reached the oar, - without even looking at it, she said 
quite tartlyj "Well, now the first thing you oan do, is take every 
thing out of the oar, and pack'it under my supervision." 


in her mind to be her 
with fury, and I • 
not found the old girl 


Pat, like the test of oreation, appears in her mind to be her 
laokey, 1 guess. I thought Pat would "bust" with txitt, and I • 
should have done the same in sympathy, had I not found the old girl 
making suoh a silly speotaole of herself. 

The faot of the'matter is that onoe she may have been good, but 
she is played out as a photographer and has lost, - if she ever had,- 
all consideration for people, and for onoe in my lfie I find myself 
saying ^ don t oars how shs pans out and so far as shs Is oonosrn6d v 
if I never see her again, it will be plenty soon. 


. 
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1 mentioned “ary *llen volume, ihe Bible and 

The Common Reader onoe before, 1 believe. On ™J da £ _ 

read to me from the chapter on the compilation of the King James 
version of that book. I found the account of it to be 
very interesting, and should you chance aoross the Chase book 
I! the library, 1 think you will enjoy reading that section, - 
which, I think, is rather toward the front of the book. I don 
know its precise title, but it can readily enough be found, I 

think. 

There was ohe thing that impressed me by its aba ®“°® 
ever and that was any particular reference to King James himself, 
no far as having anything more to v do with the version of the 
Bible bearing hfs name than to aooept the suggestion that a standard 

Bible be oompiled. 

Somewhere vaguely in the reoesses of my mind, it seems to:me 
i recall onoe having heard it said that he had a somewhat active 
nart in‘the proceedings, but 1 don't find any mention Of this 
?aot in the Shase book, and be P la y in 8 trioks on m# » 

or some such. 


You will recall that king James, Son ofjiary, 
was made heir to the English throne by Elizabeth on the latter s 
death, - always a ourious business, it seemed5°, m ®» si “?® 
beheaded James' mother. I think 7 ames was dubbed the ’i 88 ®* 
fool in Europe" during his life time, haying always manifested 

greater learning than power to apply to 11 *5?*^*® 
knowledge were aooumulated in his brain. But thanks to ^he 
fvat that the standard Bible was brought out during his reign, 

name is probably pronounoed more often by,*?® 11811 s S e „ 
peoples than any other "ngllsh monaroh, although not a hundredth 
of the hearers of his name, when used in oonneotionwith his 
version of the "ible ever think of the individual when the King 
James version is mentioned. 


* a * 


• tt . ~ r *r 


rt hat with the warm warm weather, the oottoh is climbing 
so high, - perhaps a foot &nd a half now, that'this will be about 
the final week the "ladies will be able to hoe. Por the most 
part! the staple will be sufficiently high to dr ™ n ou * *** ? ras8 « 
and where evfer the grass is in advance of the 
ootton will Just have to make out as best it can. ^sst ye^r 
the crop was too great to be gathered in its entirity, and so, 
the grass gets ahead of it in plaoes this year, it is qui 
possible that there will still be more than enough to be 
“’gathered before ^hiristmas, by whioh time everyone gets tired of 

pioking it, oil ei*JC J 


. 




n .at 


*> l J 


>33 


... 

* k* soon asthe hoeing oeaaes, - ."laying by the crop", as it 
is called, the gathering of hay will be the next thing on the 
dooket, - and nobody likds that Job. much, for it is rather 
heavy work, and inolined to be dusty, and of aourse the dust 
dinging to the heavily perspiring forms of the workers makes 
the Job doubly exkssome or is it irksome? 

ff ell, anyway, haying in the ^outh is something strikingly 
different from haying in other zones, -“or in other localities, one 
must await a drying of the hay, - curing, I believe they call it, 
before it is hauled to the barn or baled. But in this region, 
where the sun is so hot, the hay can be out and hauled to the 
baling machine in a one, two,three fasion, without ever having 
to wait for it to cure. In other localities, too, there is 
always a diversification of labor in haying, too, sinoe after 
mowing it down, and after it is cured, there is the raking, the 
loading on to wagons, hauling it to the barn, etc., eto., therebye 
giving the workers some relaxation in the several tasks employed 
in effecting the harvest, - plus a time lag and rest spell, as 
one process waits upon another, and the fodder is transported from 
field to barn, - where eventually, and usually weeks later, the 
baling is done. 1 

f 

^ Bat here the whole Job is carried out from dawn to dusk, - 
mowing, raking, baling and hauling, all within the span of a single 
day. *he baling apparatus is set up in the center of the field, and 
as the mowing maohine starts out, it is followed by the rakes, and 
the stuff i8 immediately put into the thrasher, or whatever they 
call the baling maohine, and the bales are bumped out of the 
press and into a truck that hauls them immediately to where ever 
they are going to be store or sold. 

. . ft 4 tv 

I don't wonder the laborers don't look with too muoh enthusiasm 
upon the hdvent of haying, for it is a hot, disagreeable Job at 
best, and one that Just about floors most people, if any attempt 
is made to keep up with the maohine that invariably sets the pace. 

. 

1 I am suddenly reminded of what someone onoe said about 
the fashion in whioh Caroline *ormon onoe took-up-valuable time 
for a high official, who, after an interview, remarked, relative 
to ^iss Borman's carryings on: "I never knew before n that anyone 
could talk for two straight hours on a mere violetj - and Just 
why I should take up your time by suoh a dull business on hay making 
is beyond me. 

And what with so many things having transpired in these 
parts of late, I now oan't recall if I mentioned Bastings House to 
you of late. I shall run the risk of repetition by remarking 


II 


I 
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that from old man river A reoently learned that his assistant 
of P* clays, one A ddie "ryer, 4.8 ourrently with Walter i'rfte, which 
was^something of a surprise to me, and not oaloulated to fill 
me with too muoh satisfaction. I am sure I have passed ..this 
news along to “‘r. Pipes and have pointed out to him that while 
Mr. ^ryer and I were always quite courteous to eaoh other, ours 
were types of mind that were not espeoially sympathetic. I had 
always thought of his as shimmering like a tin oan shines, - 
of a quality more resembling the sun on aluminum than a highly 
polished surface of a more preoious metal. I have a feeling, too, 
that the u ld Louisiana s orapbook would represent a type of 
book that would neither .appeal to him nor perhaps oome within his 
realm of appreciation, although I may do the man an injustice. 

On two or .threq oooasions during the .past several years, he 
has written me Ijo ask a minor favor, and inveitably I have 
responded promptly and aoquiesed. But never has there followed an 
aoknolwedgement, and never would I hear again until some other 
minor request was in the making. As an example, I cite the faot that 
he qnoe asked me for particulars about hotel accomodations in 
Hatches, the lioquor status of a wet town in a dry state, and 
would 1 be in "atohea at a oertain time, and would 1 arrange a oouple 
of parties, etc. In the latter instance, I recall, I responded 
promptly, aoknowedge the tentative date he mentioned as to the time 
of. kis probablf arrival, and asked him to confirm the exaat week-end, 
so that I might stir up a oouple of dinner parties for him at the 
homes of friends. Obviously this was done as muoi for hi6 
associate in the literary field at that time as for him, but it 
constituted nothing exceptional,.although 1 thought it might make 
it po sible for him to enjoy his initial.visit the more. I ^uess that 
may have been three or four years ago, but up to now I haven t 
heard boo from him, whioh somehow illustrates as muoh as anything 
about where he stands in my estimation, and why I am not espeoially 
gratified to learn that he has some sort of a key post at the 
moment in Hastings. 

You will forgive suoh a dull communication, hope. I 
guess the hot weather must have seeped into this keyboard, even 
as it has into my mental processes. I shall try to do better on 
the morrow.j........ 

. cv . \ jWeiVlCvVtJ uto teal's ,< , 

O'*'13 ? L‘ ' ‘ll I** '1*0 - \ O ’'O'* •/: '' 
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June 29th, 1946. 


Memorandum to dipping Servioe: *" 

, 

.‘' * Although it arrived’yesterday, seemingly it will arrive 
in today's post, - a letter from Caroline Bamsey, proposing a 
visit with a friend, on Tuesday, July 3rd. 

! 1 i ■ • f ••• vo. 

As soon as the mail arrives this morning, we shall con¬ 
sider the matter, and advise her by telegram, as she request 
confirmation or rejection by 6 p.m. today, prior to her departure 
from Marshall, Texas to Hew Orleans. I think the answer will be 
Ho. In the first place, the Madam is too tired, and in the seoond 
place, a nurse is scheduled to arrive'on Monday . But we shall 
see. 


If Caroline , by some strange twist, should oome at this 
time, I think 1 shall suggest that she do some pictures and a text on 
a Mississippi subject. As the idea is mine, and the plaoes involved 
are known not at all to her, it is possible that we could make 
some sort of an arrangement for our mutual advantage. 


Here is the idea: - It was in the Winter of 1939, I think, 
that the last and'probably only artiole on batches'appeared in 
The Saturday -Evening -Post, w hat with six years having'elapsed and 
' the resumption of Pilgrimages in the offing, it seems as though 
another artiole might be in order, -Che former artiole featured 
l*unleith, longwood and some of the other rather larger houses. My 
title, - although beter phrased, would incorporate this angle: 


FORGO 




f * .. — •• - 1 • •' - 

,1 • What do you think about the appeal of suoh an artile, - better 

A ’ phrased, of oourse, - and should the adjeotive be more along the line 

. of "Hidden" than "Forgotten , and have you any thought as to 

a really striking title.: « 

\ The point of the artiole would be that while the big showy 

mansions of ^atohes have had the burden of publicity, in reality 

there are a flook'uof smaller mansions, hidden away in the shoAow 

of the more pretentious plaoes that have even greater claim to 
general interest, being richer in architectural virtues, more 
romantic in historic loreand more preoious than the super- * 
colossal late mansions because they stand for the character of 
the oountry and not the mere ostentious and superficial trapping 
of the bigger, later places. 

. roils 1 * io re.uord .31 


i 
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■jfhe ideas would be furthered by a flook of examples in 

the'smaller house bracket: - Sweet Auburn, the home °* ^uitroduot 
about whioh quite a round oould be done in reference to his i 
ion of the Quarantine theory, hie Hies, of the Miss* alley, etc, 

Ua&de Villa Sould follow, about which the Aaron *urr business could 
^ w! - «hat head, filla hating bean the home of 

old "athAniel "are, who arrested Burr, and my fritnd. ■ B . Jj* 

£s: 

not hating 

j££ iid S&rwiottt-of hood- - the tumbling down 
town houae y of Andrew Uareohalk; and Burling Hill, the,home of 
old Benjamin Chase, etc., etc. 

It seems to me that with elegant 
might be worked up into something, and I think I shall oonsult 
the lady on the point; It is possible that she would 
prefer to do whatever she does by herself,, and I am not stire 
she goes in much fbr houses. *ut should the thought hold 
some^interest for her, I think we fright be able to work out 
something’, yes, no? 

* And so, if she does not oome on Tuesday, 1 shall write >•* » 
letter, soouting the idea anyway, withholding the particulars, but 
indicating the ohanoe for some joint labors in the 
and then, as soon hs I am done with the dentist, 1 might be able 
to undertake something to make Arenbourg seem a little nearer. 

0.4 t 


Of the half dozen places mentioned above, but two of them - 
have ever been photographed, 1 think, - Tierokee and Mistletoe, 
we obuld get the others on to films, plus half a hundred others, 
it is possible that they might oome in handjr eventually for use 
in other articles and possibly a' book whioh I should like to 
do sometime, called The lost Plantations, whioh seems to be a 
good title, 1 think. 


If 


rid od 


e£oiJr 




I tossed off the above places at random, but as I think of it 
further, 1 suppose a whole flock of other places would come to mind,- 
plaoes that have never been done, such as Ingleside, the home of 
Dr. Affleok, Hunter's Hall of the Bingamans,'and so on. "‘ben 
in the Port Gibson, or rather the Badney area, there is the 
tottering old home of the "ades, later known as the Hammer plaoe, 
because it became the plantation home of the illegitimate daughter 
of Joseph ^avis, brother of Jefferson "avis, and no and on indefinite 

iy. 


You will forgive me, 1 trust, for rattling along at suoh 
a great rate, but the idea to convert all this accumulation 
into something for Arenbourg, through an association with 
la hansey, gives me a spark of enthusiasm, in spite of the 
intense humidity, and it is always more fun to discuss 
these matters with someone who knows what I am talking about 
than it is to mull them over with Grandpa who, at best, appears 
to pay very slight attention to it. 

Well, I seem to be off as much on a tangent today in 
the department of old houses as I was yesterday in the haying 
business, and 1 shall save you the boredom of further 
flights into exhaustion by braking off about here. 

"lth la belle Johnston out of the pioture, temporarily at 
least? - the Madam says she thinks she has fallen a victim to 
old age, and is about done for and that we shall never see her 
again, - it is fruitful to think of possibilities of doing some 
things with another photographer, - and most certainly I shall 
never impose upon people I know in Batohez by dragging la 
Johnston around in that neighborhood. Bat, as I tap these 
lines, another thought does occur to me, - although 1 promised 
to get away from the subjeot, - and that is a pictorial account 
for life or for The Saturday Evening ?ost of The Mississsippi 
Ghost x owns, - which old Udora threatened to do for Harper f s 
Bazaar but failed to produce, unless it was her intention to 
carry out the ghost idea by dishing up a mess that was made 
of the same substanoe ghosts are reported to embrace. 

Well, anyway, here are a flook of ideas, and in a way 
I am hoping that I may oontaot la Bamsey shortly, and that 
I may strike up some sort of tinder that will eventually 
produoe the withal to make Arenbourg grow and Meade Villa take 
on form. •••••••••• 
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June 30th, 1945. 

■ - ■■ ■ ■ - . ^ ■ r ... 

■ • 

t - 

Memorandum to ^lipping &erv oe; 

A 0 hand your most estimable report, and thanks a million 


for all the pleasures it afforded. 


.r . 










r;e. 


boll 

tmoh 

JkW 


May I oongratulate you on all the treasures you ran aoross 
in your 4th Avenue excursion. I think it is so nice to think 
Of these as foundation files for Arenbourg, and the searoh for and 
the aoquisiton of suoh items somehow take nn an added zest when 
one haB a particular place in mind for their eventual delectation. 

It is somehow like buying a fine wine at A, ^aoy’s, for there 
is not only the fun of searching out precisely what is wanted, 
or' something, the content of which isn’t quite sure in the mind, but 
behind the whole transaction is the enormous back drop of pleasures 
to be anticipated, when one looks forward in the mind to the 
setting and the circumstance of sampling this or that vintage. 

. 

How and then I find myBelf hauling through one mass of 
papers or another, looking for nothing in particular, fcut somehow 
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getting an enormous satisfaction in just pulling through this 
tresor or that, thinking the while bfthe fun it is 
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be when we get the Arenbourg library laid out and. we can turn to 
this item or thai, and not only get the pleasure of finding it f 
to hand, but the relish of absorbing it during some long summer a 
evening on the terrace or beside a crackling fire t some damp winter's 
night. .- 

oongratulate you on your Baedecker finds, and it must 
uu Hi* uw. sellers haven’t yet anticipated the value that these 
items'should eventually take on, as historical records of what 
was once, but has now slipped into a vanished world. What a 
treasure, were one to disoover some old role of papyrus , ■ 
an Ancient guide to some floriehing civilization suoh a Greece or 
Egypt or BaVylon, and what a treasure house of particulars it would 
cover in a world where destruction ..has so effectively obliterated 
so many precious things^ ' c : . ' ^ - 1 1 

And the old magazines that you found sound grand. I think 
it is loads of fun just to turn through them, and then there is the 
added pleasure of finding here and there soething that is precisely 
along the line ohe is interested. And for those who would 
re-capture the passing soene , - on any given subject, always 
finds suoh valuable aids and parcels in publications of this type. 
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In spite of yesterday's rather excessive heat, I made a 
ooup-le of rounds to various girl friends, and thanks to your 
good offices, a number of hearts were the happier before sunset, 
thanks to the gifts ooming their way, 

it was ooincidental that thoughts of "the starving Greeks" 
should have operated at the same time, both from ew York State 
and Oklahoma, but the Oklahoma stuff waw primarily for 
gentlemen, and so the ladies fared not at all, - save for one 
small sport sweater, 

I oailed on Sis Randolph first, - she is Pugabou's mama, and 
grandma of my reader, - so you* might omit reference to her. 

6 1 showed her the flowered dress, the one with the Bed decoration 
down the front, - short sleeves, etc., and asked her if she 
thought she oould do something for Helen with k it. She 
thought it possible, and yet is was of such a nice size, she 
thought maybe she oould do something for herself with it. 

That was alright with me, sinoe there was another item for Helen 
that would suit her. To quote Sis directly; 

"My daughter, up Bermuda way, bes gwine lookin’ for to find 
a baby right soon, so if 1 kin make it up yonder when she s done 
found it, then I has a fine dress that I's might proud of to 
wear,". *nd so the flowered dross will make her heart glad, and 
she will be the prouder, »is will, when she finds herself deoked 
out in something new as she passes by to see'her new grandchild. 

In passing, 1 would remark that in this region neither people have 
babies nor do animals or birds. Instead ,< they always "find them. 

Well, after disposing of that material in your behalf, I 
went down to see u lemenoe, and found her hoeing in hdr garden. 

The day was so hot I was impressed by the feeling of ooolness she 
exuded. Perhaps it was because she was barefoot, and maybe that 
kept the temperature down so far as she was concerned. 

'1 . 'i • w ... v* t ' ’ '* 

It-would have given your heart muoh pleasure if you could 
have seen her run through the several items and to hear her remark 
on how the things oould be made use of. kor one thing, the 
nightgowns will be reserved for such a time as she may go to visit 
her sister in Beaumont, - and so on. She was so filled with 
a preciation that she spoke out quite simply, but with muoh feeling; 

«!It Jus' seem like if I seed them ladies what sont these here 
things to me, a-comin' down the road, I'd Just have to run out 
and throw my arms 'round them and kiss 'emi" - which is a 
very ver strong statement*for a 1 orson of color to make, especially 
in these parts. ' ' " • 


And so you will realize*, - you all, - that your oharity 
has clothed the needy and at the same time brought Joy to their 
hearts, and if suoh a dual aooomplishment can be attained in a 
single stroke, I honestly think you both are to be congratulated. 

A telegram went forward to Caroline Ramsey on Friday 
morning, saying that we should be delighted to see her and 
her friend on Tuesday, July 3rd, and so, dauing the impending 
week, we ought to get a lot of work done, - pictures taken 
and data whipped up for a Cane River article. 

I shall give her the latter, but shall proceed my verbal 
gift, - of facts, theories, eto., eto., with a proposition 
regarding the Forgotten M.ttle Mansions, of Rodney and of 
Woodville, • as touched upon in my letter of yesterday* 

I think 1 shall present it on the theory that with 
what I know of the places to be photographed, - their 
looality and their stories, - she can scoop up enough within 
a few days to turn out more artioles in a twinkling that were she 
able to unoertake it by herself in months, - or years. This 
is quite true, and therefore, I am hoping she will feel that 
even though she divide the profits of such a venture, she will 
still be making more than she would, were she to figure in the 
time required, were she to undertake such a Job alone. 

In the mean time, we shall be busy as bees, taking everything 
up and down ^ane River, and most particularly Clemenoe, of oourse, 
and a number of other local friends. 

And so July 4th, will be busy in these parts, but not so 
muoh in oelebrating as in recording contemporary personalities and 
pisoes. There are other points I would touch upon, hut 
I shall have to let (have to let) them go for this sitting. 

I do hope your little holiday may be pleasureable, and I 
shall most certainly appreciate your kindness in advising me in 
regard to your own plans for a vacation. Wouldn't it be grand if 
the travel situation weren't so excessive and you could make a 
little tour around a bend or two of Cane A iver # Well* Patience wil 
see that come true, too, and in the mean time, some rest and relaxa 
tion is muoh more to the point, in order that we may build the 
sounder for the morrow..••••• 


I 
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Memorandum to dipping Service: 

... . , ^ , ' . . . .< 

▲ new wefk, - following a quiet week end, - and it 

ought to "be fairly busy, - and not without some productive 
features, I am hoping. 

j Sunday 1 was up fairly nearly, walked a little along the 

river until pretty well soaked by a very heavy dew, and then 
P c encountered my friend, Mr, Bronx, who transported me across 

the river to "ask's house, to get my hair out. As we 
approached the hcpuse, we oould hear the sound of a saw. I 
remarked to M r. B r eux that I hoped the barber 'b dippers had 
not failed him, and that in oonsequenoe, he had been foroed to 
lay hold of a swa in their stead. 

.o r 

But my fears proved groundless. The dippers still 
functioned alright. Jack had merely killed an 800 pound 
beef, and was in the aot of cutting it up before turning to 
his usual adjustment of perruques on the Sabbath morn. 

The balance of the day I spent at home, for the most 
part engaged in making notations to be disoussed with Miss 
Bamsey when she arrives tomorrow, - Little Mansions, Bodney, etc. 

For a rarety, the Madam and I were alone all day. 1 passed by 
the house three or four times, and found her in rather gay 
spirits most of the time, - in spite of the somewhat depressing 
book she was reading,* the ^ooloott biography by Ohase. 

One very interesting point during our little oontaots was 
the faot that she went into detail at one of these sittings, 
recounting the circumstances of the *ooloott visit at Melrose. 

I threw in a few side-lights, relative to one oiroumstanoe or 
another, but she never did grasp that 1 had been among those 
.present, and so oontinued to impart things he had said at 
supper, etc., etc. This is not a new manifestation of a somewhat 
striking lapse oi memory, but it may be noted more frequently 
during the past year. 

On Sunday evening at 5:30, Pat returned from driving la 
Johnston to Hew urleana. I chatted with him but a moment, but 
hall have more particulars later today, 1 expect. He said 


eviroerpi 

« ia.-t : fof i 
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he saw Lyle at the Hotel, and that he was still furious at la 
hag for having Jockeyed him into omong up here and then 
failed to return when he was foroed to do so, and that he was 
going to expeot her to pay the seventy-five dollar ambulenoe.bill. 

Spending about $300.00 for week end parties on lioquor alone, 
and about $20.00 daily on the same commodity, it is strange 
that he would let this mere $75.00 item so stick in his orop. 

That seems to be the situation, however, as Pierre might remark, 
and wd shall see what will turn up next. Having denounced 
little Miss kiherta for having sent him to the hospital last 
autumn, and now denouncing la Jehnston for her move, he will 
soon be bereft of the friendship of maiden ladies, if he 
doesn't slow up.’ I laugh every time I think of this latest 
jaunt-into the country, however, for I think it was a case of 
two wilfull people trying to put something <>****- «* oh on 
other and they both oame out the little end of the horn, and 
• their’friendship altogether battered, according to him, she 
promised to assume all expenses t of the trip, if he would 
aooompany her•to point out the right places to be photographed 
and introduoe her to*the right people. She paid her own ex¬ 
penses he says, and nothing more. On her side, she says she 
engineered the trip primarily to benefit him, - to get him 
into the open ooxuatry, with the premises to take some piotures 
whioh he wanted for his own use. I can't imagine either of them 
•doing a ything , save for more or less selfish ends, and to 
think that they both got so beautifully "done", makes the 
whole thing perfect. 

Xf$ ./C'. I-.- S3 0? QildZ •*-* Oit *■y 1 i..k. w * 

, a letter from A obina pseaks of having been to Gliff Byrd's 
to dinner, here she saw "some perfeotly lovely plans he is 
•making for a house to be put in a particular location". 

'J-hus guardedly, and without the Madam suspecting what it is about, 
Miss ^enholme indicates that Mr. -Byrd is working on prospective 
layouts for ^renbourg. He visited the plaoe when he was here a 
month ago, and 1 let him have the book on la maison de la reine, 
and that, added together, sums up what the quote refers to. 

Surely specifications for Arenbourg seems a little pre¬ 
mature at the moment, but it will be nice to have them as 
an inspiration when things get to turning a bit and surely 
the star of hope, whioh is Arenbourg, glows the brighter as 
we keep our eyes trained on it... * ; ' 


boaroj'vir 
.id. AtfJ : i ( 
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July 3rd, 1945.' 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Servioe; 

‘I’o hand your splendid report, and so-many interesting 
points, that I scaroely know where to begin to make my response. 

But that is an overstatement, sinoe it is frapkly true that 
what interested me most was the possibility of an Ootober outing. 
Travel, - and other circumstances permitting, let Arenbourg be 
the point, to. strive toward. Everyone here woul£ be enchanted, 
and from your point of view, there wojild be the dividend of a clearer 
pioture in mind, of the layout whioh lime holds as promise for, the 
morrow. "The shape of things to come" would perhaps be a little 
nearer, realization, it might seem, if opportunity afforded the 
possibility of closer acquaintance with the oircumstances. I do not 
further urge this long jaunt, fpr I realize how many circumstances 
may intervene to make it seem imppraotioable at the moment, -'but 
in the oase things should turn so p.s to make a little sojourn 
in these parts, then please be assured that such a,visit would 
delight everyone, and to a degree far beyond my ability to 
express that emotion. Thus said, I shall, refer to it no more, 
winoe I would probably nag continuously on the point. If the 
little journey is possible, - Grand; - and if not, we shall 
practice Patience, and continue to hold fast to the hope that 
this greatly to be desired event may be realized at another time 
in the not too distant future. 

0 ... 11 >.. . £) lx * ' *Y . ; . « r. •• '■* 4- 1 •* f ; , ,, 

1 don't seem to reoall. the looation of the place you mention 
as an alternative in New hampshire. I don't know that place, - that 
State, - very well. I assume the town may be somewhat rural, and 
if so, you would probably run into various phases of early 
Americans in the environs. Should is it be not too far from 
Portsmouth, I think you might find sojne lovely old houses in 
that-area, - although it is possible that unusual concentrations 
in that region under present dislocations of population might make 
it less early American in appearanoe than mere hurly-burly. 

A nd thanks for telling me of how people fared during the 
past years abroad. It is too bad that a ans' family had to meet such 
a fate, although 1 am hoping that his previous tendency to travel 
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that ioulainevitablj Mttjw iTSST'S*" 

be ! n f+Viieht’ for in soloing, P she has automatically provided 
made it ^n f or gratitude to God and hy coming through safely 

someone with reason t ox J= . A . aomQone w ith an objeot of oonsidera- 

uoi md'attentlOD, whloh, if I may say so, may be^omrJjeot 

whloh 8, anhoS 1 by 1 oirols“noss 0 muIt at the moment revolTe momeht»rl- 
which, aitnoug y -l., a. otui ia seemingly so constituted as to 

lLt;i^»^h«xTo! , »d l l 1 .i; 0 ."sSS&, chosen hy Go* for 

greater oonsummatlona. - *A more h osjonly embassy .1 tWnh is^ 

he’«^ T to Leonardo 

the Florentine. 

As I recall, the paragraph begins: "Few of us have not known some 

pra%5StS B it’e^^s # ^f^^«^ '** * 

one. And that is enough to make life worth while. 


On the domestic front, my patient seems to sag visibly 
during this hot season. *his morning, a servant tells me, she 
can scarcely take a step. 1 ^he oame down for supper yesterday, but 
she is obviously quite feeble, although at the moment, her spirits 
appear rather on the gay side. I also learn that there were 
showers of tears at - . h.» s house this morning, so I shall have 
to see Celeste and let her weep a little on my shoulder, and 
then I shall spend some time with my regular patient. All in all, 
it ought to be a fairly busy day, what with Caroline Bamsey 
and Helen Baldwin coming later in the day, and the need for a lot 
of discussion with Hiss ^amsey regrading Little Mansions and Hodney. 

1 should be greatly concerned regarding the Madam's situation 
if it were not that I have seen her slump time and again to a 
point that would alarm one in any other case. But somehow the 
recuperative powers always well up at just the time you think 
things are reaohing an ineveitable point, - and so I am 
not as upset as 1 would be otherwise. 

•The clippings came in yesterday's mail, together with 
the d'imes Magazine, and we read alftud from the dippings and 
they afforded much by way of diversion and much by way of 
information. 

On Saturday, the Mbrary ^omnission gives a banquet 
and makes some sort of a gift to Bssae Mae, for her 20 years of 
service withe the Commission. I shall send her a telegram 
tomorrow, reading: "Saturday is your coronation day. Anyone can 
write books. Only you can get them read. Love, Aunt v *. and f." 

1 am expecting her to pass by this way before long, as it 
has been quite a time slnoe she last visited us. I did learn 
from la Johnston that while that bag was engaged in photograph¬ 
ing Weeks nail's place, Bssae Mae and someone else passed by, 
and while la Johnston was laboring, old man river had the other 
ladies out in the summer house, doing what he could to dispense 
highballs. That angle of Louisiana doings will be interesting 
when Sssae Mae touched home base and we oan take things apart a little 

A couple of interruptions and time has flown. Aooordingly I 
must fold for this time. I am sorry, toofc for there were two 
or three other things A wanted to touch upon, but 1 shall have 
to let them go for another session. It will be nice if you will 
keep me advised in advanoe as to the plans for vaoation, in order 
that 1 may not olutter up the offioe with communications during the 
temporary suspension o service. A nd in the mean time, let us 
all be of good cheer. 


Soon, I hope, we snaxx oe _ 

although I am not sure Just what good news wot 
case, sinoe during the past years, -have con 
mightrbe spared all the horrors, - and from tl 
there will also be particulars, and possibly 
mSch to iadine. And as I mention these sever; 
that side by side with my hopes runs an elemei 
lilt I shall never visit those far shores aga: 

Neath A he Southern Moon" another way of lif 
find in that setting all the elements that go 
nreoious than it has even been known in the 
strain where the grat bowl of Heaven seems t 
Lelta ^hangrilar from the chilling °* 

lack of longing for those things which stand 
and a certain one-ness of God and Man. 

1 i* m afraid I am not very clear in all tb 
it somehow is dealing with Imponderables, whi 
clear, mentally, but are distlnotenough in i 
medium of usual expression. 1 
obtuse, ^ut somehow 1 have a feeling th y 
me, even though my expression of those feelii 
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July 5th, 1945. 


Memorandum: 

But ok my finger in a fan. Merely took off akin 
on the end of it, but it oozes and ia sore, ao will 
report but briefly, and you will pardon me until 
I do not have to k hobble before l write more fully. 

We oovered a lot of ground yesterday, - taking 
several shots in oolor of 2t. Mary's on the .Bayou 
(little *iver), some of the big house here, a flook 
of Cane tt iver, taking in the bridge and ohruoh steeple, 

Je and Celeine tt ooque, several stud ea, and just 
a flook of studies of ^lemenae. Of the latter there 
were several of her painting, - outside shots, seated 
by the oistern, - a white ktten playing about at her feet. 
Some were in color and reoorded the picture she was 
working on. A ‘hey were good items. Then there were 
some of her oooking, some of her taking clothes out of 
the washpot, and others while scrubbing over the wash¬ 
board. Others showed her hoeing cotton. Others of her 
taken inside the house, wherein she was poiting out 
certain details to me, in a oorner of the room where 
many of her compositions were hung on the walls of the room 
A shot or tow of her instructing Mary Frances and another 
showing her inspecting a hem in a doll, - fashioned 
like a nun, eto., etc. 

i think praotioally all of these will turn out 
good, and Miss Ramsey will shoot them direotly to 
Life, calling their attention to the handiwork of 
Clemenoe already in their Art Department. 

x hat oonitituted about all of yesterday's aotiv ties, 
but that represented quite a long day, and I was 
satisfied, and not the least so because as I got to know 
Miss Ramsey the better, i liked her increasingly, and the 
pleasure of the day was the more because I realized that 
she was bound to be one of those who will make Arenbourg 
the gayer eventually when we have that place as we would 
have it, and all of us together will find life the brighter 
because all three of us, together with “he, ■ fcl . added for 
good measure, will hit if off swell. You will 
pardon me for breaking off here. I'll undertake another 
whack at this shortly. 
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July 6th, 1945. 
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Memorandum to flipping Service; 

• t * * 


oia 


O'X . 
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in this day of oigarette shortages, it is more than 
moving to have three paoks of Kools come to hand so unexpected¬ 
ly. May I say thank you and thanks again, and not;only 
for the oigarettes themselves, but especially for 
the never failing evidenoe of thoughtfulness, flowing so 
constantly from such a generous heart, i shall smoke 
them leisurely and eaoh smoke ring will enoompase a world 
of happiness as I contemplate the blessings of today and 
the promises of tomorrow* s’happiness. 

In the same mail arrived a report, written while 
others released where it was oooler, and the fact that you 
selected suoh a time makes the document doubly precious. 

v ; 1 am glad to have the precise date of your departure for 
• your suejmer vacation, - July 14th, and I shall aooordingly put 
my last memorandum, prior to your departure, in the mail on 
about this ooming Monday. Ifter that, A .shall make plenty 
j of mental notes to oover the intervening period until your 
return, so that you ma^ have a fairly olear, although brief, 
account of what transpires during the nterim, , ■- 

i- -• ' < 

i • At, • s nolx - •*» . V- .. iJ 

I am so glad you are going to have thii=> period of 
respite and in such oongenial company. It will do you a 
world of good, r know, and the relaxation on the gallery 
of the Inn will help to build up another stepping stone 
on the highway to good health, which will stand you in such 
good stead for the days to oome. - , 

Oj MP/., r* W ... r T 

-Because my 'finger still oozes a lit.tle, 1 shall not make 
this report as lengthy as I would otherwise, but 1 shall 
indicate that we are making good progress,: and it would 
appear that several off-shpots of this visit may develops for 
satisfactory undertakings during the late summer and early 
autumn. Yesterday we took piotures of Madame Aubin's house, • 
a high oornfield how flourishing where only a year or two ago 
her ante bellum garden blossomed with bulbs and sweet semlling 
shrubs, w e took the Francois Robiaux house, - to indioate 
the white manifestations in architecture, - it was built by a whi 
white man, - as opposed to the mulatto houses. We also did 
several oolor shots of Celine and Joe A ooque and several of 
this house wherein i write. . 
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As ttings unfold, it would appear that we shall be 
able to get about three articles out of this h photographio 
collection, - one of '-lemenoe, one of Oane River undone of 
Melrose, The ^lemenoe story will go in immed ately the 

* 1 I e J IJ 11 ,,*? undertaken Promptly,2- say within^ month 
or bo and the Melrose almost any time after that, life and 
s *turady Evening ^ost, and a new magazine, about to be 
brought out by the ^urtiss Publishing "ompapny, will all be 
aimed at as possible mediums for publication, 

-i in August or October, Miss Ramsey will return, and 

then u ? dertak « a flook of things in the ^atohez «ea 
for the same publications, - and for others. It looks like a 
full program, , 

• 

Miss Helen Baldwin, - who is Mrs. Baldwin, has important 
connections in Waoo, Texas. She has an inside track on the 
newspaper field in that area. She has offered to put on a 
yiemenoe show in a- local gallery for the Olemenoe things 
with the press giving publicity. I am putting her in direct 

ai°?Si^ i0 V ith wJo has ffia ^ vlemLioe' s things 

already on mats, and they oan work out the details. 6 

m0 Y«. thanks to the proper contacts, and the 
ripples will widen, l trust, with each suooeeding splash. 

I might add that both Miss ^amsey and Miss Baldwin are 
swell persons, and it is nice to know that another will find 
them equally so, when eventually the terraoe of Arenbourg will 
vibrate with good souls, I should add parenthetically, wa 
took colored piotures of the Peter Metoyer family on the 

re ^ r 8 yesterday, - the photographs to indicate 
the coloring of the present generation of Grandpere's 
descendants, - but it will be nice to have the Soto as a 
record of the gallery's appearance prior to the “etoyer's 
departure. . * 


I * h& Z* J?* or fire - Mary Rhodes, Rowan and so 

f0r 8everarl dft ys, but as yet unable to get read, 
what with the pressure of other matters, but I hope to get 
oaugfct up today, it is inclined to be cloudy outside at the 
moment. We shall aooordingly take interiors of Melrose eto 
and this afternoon, we shall have old klavite Metoyer here to 
take her in oolor standing along side her Grandpere *ugvL B tin 
ancestor. °he is the daughter of old Francois Gassion Metoyer 
and as delioiously ante bellum as Ifine. Aubin. 

* -r t \0s XdO OTBiiw *.v.'iirv ■. i i x worT JwXc 6 

You will forgive me if I write no more at th s sitting.- 
peok along, so slowly, his week end will afford me more 
opportunity, however, and^l shall make the most of it. And 
then there.will be the kools and when I am not'writing I 
shall still have communication possible, thanks to the’ 
unfailing telepathy department, - and I shall laugh to 
myself when 1 think of your arrangement to have la Johnston 
sitting for Dali for an ivy, - (possibly poison ivy,) bath.... 
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July 7th, 1945. 

f , . .. i-C I’J *. f • J 1 v> - f • V* 9 f ,1 v 1 


Memorandum to dipping Servioe: 

o-i:.. » ; . ,. , - . 

I put down my Kool and afford myself of a post-oofffee chat 
for the moment. 

yG ’ ■'-[%' ^ - i. j w ; v V/ y ' ' * • 1 %, )' 'r X ‘ i; J x $ -» v* v’ . • 

"he days are busy ones, following along the.same routine 

as indicated in my last oouple of reports. 

- 

Yesterday we oonoentrated mostly on interior shots, with a 
view to an eventual artiole on Melrose, as a separate item from 
Clemenoe and Cane River., 

* * -* ” T ' 

. "e took some rather interesting exteriors of this house, and 
three or four very nice interior ones, in which I did what 
I could to enliven the soene by sitting in a chair ro standing 
by a portrait or looking out a window, or any other dumb posture, 
to put a vaguest mnaifestation of life^in the several settings. 

In the afternoon, we brought old Flavite *etoyer over here from 
her residence in the priest's house, where she does a "bonne a tous 
faire number. She is 76 years old, daughter of Franoeis Gassion 
Mettoyer, and great granddaughter of old Grandpere Augustin. 

We got some nice shots of her before her Grandfather's portrait, 
and before her great grandmother's portrait. These piotures 
may serve to connect the past with the present so far as the 
Metoyer line goes and thus bring Melrose up to date. I reckon 
they will probably be used in the Melrose article. 

— ** { * **’ 

i n the afternoon we also got some shots of the big house, and 
of the loom house, in color, - nice studies, what-with some 
splashes of yellow -Gay. Hlles and Crepe Mytrles ipink) in 
bloom. We also took some shots of tractors in the cotton fields, 
and a oouple of good ones of w lemenoe. She was about to head out 
for a bit of fishing, and.accordingly we took a "strike" at her, 
fish pole over her shoulder, her 6 year old grandson along side, 
carrying a bucket for the catch. The background is a white gate, 
the white uprights of her gallery, the cabin itself, and some splen 
splendid big old white, white clouds on a deep blue sky, to g ve 
plenty of dash to the whole business. I think these shots about 
complete the pictorial record of our °ane River Vigee—Lebrun. 
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*oday we shall get some shots of the u elrose store, the 
"gourage", the Saturday groups of negroes on the store 
gallery, etc., eto., and possibly one of the Madam, who 
oontinues a little g droopy and inolined toward being 
irrasible. 


July 9th, 1945 


i think Miss Ramsey will leave for South Louisiana on 
Monday, - Morgan ^ity, 1 suppose, and will return here 
on her way baok to M arshall later in the week. Mrs. Baldwin 
on Monday will head out toward Waoo, and plans will be set in 
motion without delay to get the Olemence Show in that plaoe 
under way. As Mar. Baldwin, i believe, owns the looal news¬ 
paper, we ought to get quite a bit of nioe publicity on that 
score, and that will be pleasant to quote from for other shows, 
of oourse. 

tv. i ;x . j i,ii && 0.. £0 Oi v j J..07-0 i \ C3 Wi)..' V 

While in the road yesterday,.we saw ^ugabou's little 
Helen, - dark in coloring but radiant with white teeth 
and an amazing slazzy little dress of watermelon pink. 

I was the happier, ip seeing her, because in the baok of my 
mind, was the promise there was the realization that 
when the cold winds of Winter being blowing, Helen has the 
warmth of garments you mentioned in your recent report. 

i shall take a chance on sending an air mail on Monday, 
in hopes that it may reach you before your departure for 
your vaoation, I am s? happy as I contemplate your opportunity 
to get away from the city and I am hoping you Just do a whole 
lot of nothing, save sitting on the gallery and relaxing. 

. ■ r> .■ -* f t^ rt *» i/ 'Y * *t * • z c ■ Li ; i , x, i ■y a ^ q v ■ ci 

• * * 

A couple of my old frineds, - perhaps of 17 summers, are 
awaitipg me, to seek advise prior to the settlement of odrtain 
pressing problems, before they take off on a truck whioh 
will pass this way shortly, and as their needs are urgent, 

I shall have to fold up at this point and get on with the day's 
business. - 


AlBt night thought of Arenbourg so frequently. We had 
a literary evening in this house, - whipping up thoughts and 
ideas for the Oane Mi 7er article, and,at the same time talking 
a lot about art trends, and espeoially literary expressions of 
one type or another. Somehow I felt as though a fourth person 
were almost along side, and it was grand to contemplate such 
eventualaties when Arenbourg begins,to function as a -Delta 
Olympus and people of .good will can gather to commune and to 
contribute those segments of mind and heart that go in for 
making life f so pleasant and so worth while. 
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I have written James, aoquainting him with particulars 
and providing him with information relative to the letter he 
will reoeive from la -Baldwin, just as soon as she has con¬ 
sulted -with the Waoo gallery that will put on the Show. 

In the publicity in that oity's newsapaper, referenoe 
will be made to the impending publicity that is likely to 
appear in Life regarding the ^ane River Primitife, and 
that will serve the dual purpose of inspiring the looal bags to 
grab off a rare example of Qlemenoe's handiword, prior to their 
expected rising in populartifcy and consequent prioe, and at the 
same time, it will .afford, - the newsapaper item, - will 
afford an excellent opportunity for other *rt reviewers to 
quote from the printed page when the Show appears in other 
cities. - 

I am hot sure if the ladies staid just the right length 
of time, - or just a little too long, - in order that their 
impressions of Qane River oould swell to a maximum of expression 
without becoming cluttered up with minute details, as some¬ 
times happens when one begins digging below the surfaoe. Save 
for .one brief visit through the Kingdom of the Prudhommes, - 
from Bermuda to ^atohitoohes, - they stuok pretty well to 
lie Brevelle and the mulatto business. X warned them not 
to spill over into the Prudhomme business until after.the 
He Brevelle business was .well in hand, for the wealth of 
particulars that would be spilled, onoe the adjaoent territory 
were explored, would,tend to oonfuse the clarity of the Brevelle 
subject. I hope they escaped. 

•" t « ' 

Alright, - I must keep my promise and not rob you of too 
mu oh of your presious time at this v^ry busy moment of 
takin.off. , 

You will travel with friends and spend your vacation 
with congenial souls. Thoughts of other , - unseen, will 
likewise attend you. A hundred times during the day you 
will realise, when momentarily alone, that those thoughts are 
ever present, and when with good and honest exhaustion, you 
olose your eyes for the delioious sleep that follows suoh 
days of delaxation, you will feel, as you olose your eyes, 
that thoughts from afar are speeding along the air waves, and 
wishing you rest and sweet dreams. 

1 had wanted to mention the Omar Khayam broadcast, whioh 
i trust you hea?d. 1 liked it, liked it a tousand times better 
beoause I realised another would like it, too. 

Alors, X stop, • so far as the written word goes. 

The department of Thought, however, functions forever.... 


July 9thi - Last P r ®"^ aoa J i ?Q U ge 0t greatest t of°remaSng 

Heard Jean Baptiste Hetoyer hous^, |re^ orders from 

pS not 

__ Pinkie -came to attend the 

July 10th, i-uesday. - Hnrse, * s ; le o trio ’treatments and persuade 
madam. Duties primarily g speaks of neuritis, but 

the patient to eat food. The la™9* an Baptiste Uetoyer house, 
has arthritis. Went trough the Jean h0UB ' 70 feet, 

urlglnal Melroee any other great house, exoept 

Elegant layout ana llfce noth “f Llatto region. Impreeseed 

those onoe existing on glass, lower quarter wood 

«;nt«^porat 
3aid the 

fireplace e had already been promised. 

July 11 th:-Wednesday. Grand reports from Clipping Sarrlos^nd 

Dora, former spohe of numerous interesting regarding 

• S lf o! SLCf- S’e^e if satisfaction over photograph. 

"hen by uiss damsey on ^ane diver, etc. 

Thursday, July 11, - 

Took measurements of it iB * ai fireplaces, eto. Doors flat on 

proportions still left in » door formerly having 36 panes 
near In water. *SSi, : 'aioeptid. -any panes to 

: S re-aet^eventuall^when installed at arenhourg. 

r 

° B - 

tt. house, "dare we piokad p an looompanylng batten doore, 

sets of double doors Sjass) several batten window 

-dIus the great door with 36 P 6 -u these, but it will be 

blinds, ^ost of the oa . Bi Bg8 B imp items incorporated in 


llul the great door with 36 panes and it will be 

blinds, ^ost of the °?fg£f® 0 6 old 1818 items incorporated in 
l^gT^-e^rSldlty depr eeee the Eadam greatly. 

. a_w-1 d aniviir OflTVi 


arenDourg. - w . 

Saturday, July 14th. - stouldV™ been 

Jilfe le good. ratient lB better^ parlous eTi j> enoa the superlot 

the one to tear down the finesx xemaiu « contrasted with the 
Ity of mulatto architegture :t^hile^leasant, are lacking in 
white Prudhommes whose house ^dividiualism, since there are 

anything of distinction, or i no Metoy0X on^s. 

Purdhomme houses all over me 

lover) 


I 


1 
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In tearing down this fine old J.B. M. houe, the mulatto has 
torn up the card that would have taken all the pricks in the game, 
sinaa the house was the 'last evidence* save Melrose, that h 
person with negro blood did not have' to wait 2,000 years to 
acquire a culture equal to and an architecture superior to that 
ofTi* white neighbors. * A nd of all things, to use the demoli¬ 
tion as an excuse to get some lumber to re-build the saloon, - 
in a dry Parish.’ . Miss Sally came up from Magnolia in the 
afternoon, having hard time catching-her breath. I wasted my 
time and hers pointing out that the difference between mulattoes 
elsewhere and on Cane A iver is that the wane ^ver mulatto thinks 
of himself as white with colored blCod, while mulattoes elsewhere 
think of themselves ah colored people with white blood. She failed 
to get the point ana declared they all were negroes and it didn t 
make any difference. And yet she asks me why the wane iver 
muolat.toes are different. 1 : j 


• •- - * u . , ; * 

Sunday, July 15th, - Up early and to Little River on horseback. 
Talked with *rohillus about J . B. M house. He was married in the 
Slave hospital of that place. Many interesting details. Lingered 
long on river oppsotie St. Mary’s on the Bayou, lovliest spot in 
the region. Talked with several young oolored friends- about 
having their pictures "atrubk"’ during "So^ay-Shun" in August. 

Shared a Kool with them. Dinner with Charles and Ida Mazurette. 
Exoollent. A little floored when. On mentioning beauty of St. 
Mary’s, directly on route to_ M a *urettes, Mrs. Mazurette asked where 
St. M ary’s was. I identified ohuroh for'her. Said she had never 
remarked, its r pretty situation, - "there are always niggers along the 
there whenever I have passed,’ and Co naturally I look the other 
way"- ’ . .Todaw ki io 


Amazing.’ 


Back to Melrose at 6. Consultation of physicians at 6:30. 

Madam reported,better than when heart specialist saw her a year ago. 
Says.she doesn t have to go anywhere, eat anything she doesn’t want 
to or take any°medecine she doesn't feel agrees with her. 

All statements based on lack of understanding of present set up. 
Prediot a deoline before autumn in consequenoe. • Patient cross to 
nurse, who will probably not remain long. Certainly gay outlook. 

Monday, Ju?y 17th, - Rice paokage to hand, Kools and the Dwelling 
Place. I liked to undo the string, thinking of hands that had tied 
up the paokage. Letter from h e len Baldwin saying Shop in Dallas 
or rather Waoo weloomes opportunity for ^lemenoe* showing last 
week in July, jt wrote much copy for Waco newspapers, quoting 
Wooloott, Pipes, -’axon, etc., on merits of the ar<tist who paints 
by heart. Patient irritable, refused to eat dinner and take 
medecine, - on strength of specialist's remarks. Uhhh...humm.,,, 


A 


-^—Swell maiTT including final note final xn pre-departure 

report which-is grand, and to hand The Dwelling Place, Kools and 
oopies of *ife. including articles on Congress in oolor and old ha J“ t ® d T 
mansion in Philadelphia-area. Touching pictures of Bleak Boy . ish I 
r-miia share these with one. Also letter from Harnett *ane. Says is new 
book, - Plantation Parade, will appear Nov. 7th, at $3.50. The Madam order 
ed one. Essae Mae came by for dinner. Saw the Maaam half houy, remained 
with me until 4, Says Colliers or liberty going to do series on South, 
articles by “arnett, she thinks. Must write Caroline B & msey. to communi¬ 
cate with Sat.*Eve. Post on this point. Might impell them to rush Cane 
Hiver and Natchez stuff. She hadn't heard from Old "“an *iver. No one 
else has.. The Maaam is cross and not eating, declaring specialist said 
she didn't have to. I think nurse will not r.main much longer. Did 
atiite a lot at directing gardeners. Grass making the place. Knockea off 
some stuff on Cane River article. Sure need someone to read stuff back to 
me. ^r. Breux too busy in the cotton to make a round. Among other guests 
at*Coronation, said Essae ^ae, was Lois Lester, who presented her with 
pound of butter. Lois's husband, George, or "Jack" has oancer on 
face and is treateAd weekly in b 0 w crleans. Somebody by the name of 

Westwick stopped at ^loutierville,- saying he was from ^ew xleans and 
would be at “elrose Sunday to see me and take piotures of this house, 
Afrioan Bouse and of Celine and Joe Rooque, - I assume on behalf of 
la bag Johnston or Lyle or possibly both. Think i shall balk on taking 
him to see Joe and Celine. They did a lot of posing for Mesdamps 
Bamsey and Baldwin, following unkept appointments which la Johnston 
had made with him and never kept. . Big moon, long walk, heart in 
New England. - : 


July 18th, Wednesday;- * 

Heavy out-going mail, all of which was to 
my name, but all on the Madam's behalf. 

Something out of whack with this typewriter,' 

"So-say-shun" annouoed for Aug. 15th. Must advise Miss Ramsey 
so‘she can "strike" groups, and arrange to record baptisings. 

The goose, - Chinese one, which Jack and I are raising, struok 
and killed by a oar. High water in Apfil took her nest. Now 
we have only the gander left. Visited ffugabou’s Mama to'give her 
medeoine I obtained some time back from Lr. Miller, - mostly 
oafine to give her some early more pep. Par ho reason on earth, 
found myself wondering about the burials and what kind.of cemeteries 
Eskimos have. Their tombstones might be of foe, I should think. 

Considerable gardening, including felling of big old mimosa to 
save white °hinese magnolia. Mdde a flock of Cane Biver notes, 
at 9:30 p.m.; u r . Breux ferried md aoross River. Moon was delioious, 
"ondered about its situation in the mountains. Jaok gave me hair- • 
out. A oolored lady at his house from Little River told die about 
seeing a gray horse and rider, both spirits, which passed her house 
on Saturday evening.Simple, untutored, keeh and imaginative,- 
lush land, lush people.; where in high water, a dozen cows were 
housed in St; Augustin's Protestant ^huroh on little tiver, with 
all of them eventually gracing the rostrum, - an islandat the time, 
and three of them dying on the i altar. Melange of doings and folks, 
and confusingly set down as I fold up my beard. 


I 
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July 19th and 20thj - Under the weather, which 
Hot the weather getting me down f; but surprising 


Thursday and Friday 
is hot and humid 


is hot ana numia. -»•-. - 

swelling in most unexpected place. Applied kerospne and vaseline 
alternately, to no effect. *ad visions of all s 9 rt of strange maladie 
Went to town, consulted physician. He dubbed situation incredible. 
Removed a tiok which had oaused all the dpings. "aok to normalcy 


Removed a tick whioh had oausea 8 j.jl uab 
within 10 or 12 hours. ; 

Saturday. July 21st; . Grand mail, being photo of New %gland bedfoom. 
Looks lovely/ Shall better picture the plaoe tonight as I Journey 
to bridge. Letter from Harnett “ane oouple of days back, saying 
his new book comes out on Nov. 7th, - Plantation Papade..Can t 
remember.If I mentioned it. - better from-jiss Ramsey. 3ay. 
uietures oame out pretty well, “lemenoe shots going aireot to 
Life Says a friend about to visit her, - on the Fort Worth Star. 
Thingks a Show oould be arranged in.Fort Worth, with ample publicity. 
Thinks my suggestion to do some picture books .called Piotorial River 
Series a good one. We foresee possibility of using some pictures . 
for periodicals and balance for photographic book. I suggested we 
start with Cane River, then do nt. Cahterine's Greek apd than Bayou 
Sarah to take in Misa., with the former and St. Franoiville area in 
the latter. . No news from Dora, -.probably busy with Waco stuff. . 
Gale Westwick came in late afteroon to take pictures for la Johnston 
the ones she had neglected ,to strike. Nioe person. Says he hears fro 
(from) friends, but not jaiss Johnston that Lyle is still hitting the 
bottle. Knocked off a oouple of more rounds on Cane Hiver 


Filled with thanksgiving for evident, rapid 

and greatly reduced swelling, following yes- 
_ ...... Staid put all day. "estwiok came 

j. ^onfided he wanted to take pictures of_Cane'Hiver on 
his own behalf A for sale to magazines.I sent kittle Hi ng with 

m t G ane •River doesn't belong to me, but 
m * what “iss Ramsey things of taking and has 
ead him,'as 1 might, were X to go with him, 

‘ j,■ He returned after a oouple 
j. Later, aftet his departure; idttle 
a detailed report of what he did take. He didn't.get 
icque's or the -“'ranoois Hobiaux house., Westwiok threatens 
We spoke of the revolver * 01 . Colt in- - 
Westwick quoted someone as saying: Lincoln 
Colt made them equal. Not bad.. 

Took the nurse, “iss Pickles , 
Home at first dark, and peeaohed 
caught in the act of lifting’sdme shirts 
* “ .laving had 

especially as'I am 


Sunday, July 22nd 
progress toward recovery, 
terday s removal of tiok. 
by in morning. 

L__ ...- ‘ . 

him as guide, ■“■fter 
I shall neither show 
taken, nor will 1 mi 
Pleaded illness as excuse for not going 
of hour8 and reported success. Later, f 
King gave mg*i 
Mme. aubin- ooque's or 
to return.-‘•‘He Is^nioe. 
vented and manufactured 
set men free. ; while Qol 

• -x tlx *-*w hS 0 ..-* i v 

Worked on Cane ^iver *rtiole until 7 
for an airing as far as.the bridge, 
a sermon to a wayward soul, r 

and shorts, neither of'which can be secured locally 
the personal satisfaction of preaching the sermon, _ 
a miserable sinner myself, I concluded'my remarks by giving him 
a ooupld-of the items he needed. H e in turn, as’by counter courtesy 
volonteered to bring bahk some he had "borrowed" before. 
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Monday, July 23rd; - New England letter. Life is worth while. In 
New England it i-s cool and quiet. Here, thanks to one soul, it is 
Kool and quiet. Similarity of elements guarantees eventual identity 
of enjoyment of life which will be good" at Arenbourg. Letter from 
Dora. Says ^iss B-ladwin and he have established contaot. deinence show 
in "eco will begin next week. Dora enclosed a 15 dollar check, in 
partial payment on openings purchased from demolished J ean Baptiste 
house for eventual ^renbourg use. It was sweet of him. I returned the 
oheok, however, for up to now the whole projeot seems to be based on 
efforts of two, and I somehow delay sharing investment at the 
moment, although later 1 shall be foroed to do otherwise. t nora 
returns Scrapbook to me, astings House having said no. i’ shall 
take up the matter with Hhrmonson of New Orleans. The Madam 
better spends less time in bed. a tephefa expeoted here today^.but 
telegrlm says he must fly to ^^nila' instead. Back in 2 weeks. Constant 

interruptions prevented me frofn getting far on manuscript. Liked the 

*• -* ' « ■** ‘ * . 

idea of us ng the apricot for a Metoyer, pointing out that.ptirotly 
speaking both peach and plum from which it spran might objeot to having 
it classified as a horse of the same hue. Elegant night. t '/alked 
by ^renbourg, aione, yet not precisely. Sat on my gallery watching 
moonbeams drippar from the slivered leaves of the banana plants. 

Still alone, still not precisely. 

• j '■* . ,» »/ * .AA ■- -> •• _ ' .) • a’.j oft ’ ‘i 

Tuasdav *ncxx July 24th: - Letter from Essae Mae, report- 
SS SferdSflunoSeon In New dreaBS, were in 2 old friends 
of Old “an Hiver, ladies living in same hotel, report him as 
not having touched a drop since Melrose - visit, gain pf 10 pounds, 
and busy at work on ourrent opus. So much for rumor, and not ex 
' iy identical to Westwiok report. Our patient better and orosser. 
Rand down to -^erry, re-addressed Express package, - manuscript 
from ^ora and forwarded it to Harmanson of n Q w rleans, together 
with letter. Hack home, met Ciemence, bringing in laundry, 
asked me to see her new pictures. pent afternoon on article. 
Walked nurse to bridge'. Bill “inton stopped us on our return. Q 
ate a slice of wate.rilelon with - him and his family. Hat with 
patient for a while, then under full moon, went down to . s house. 
*he has done a couple of very nice things. Hat on gallery, she and 
1 occupying oharis, with *ary Frances lying on floor and Yank 
half asleep in same situation. Very warm, perhaps in 80 a, but 
nice breenze and moonlight on river eased thought of 
‘ ■ On way home l met drunken negro soldier, home at Little River on 

furlough from u awaiian Islands. Talked with him a while but 
declined proffered good cheer. His ideas strange as to,where he 
had been stationed and why, - probably due to combination of 
normal confusion plus moonlight and liccjuidB## Back home, sa 
on my gallery until 12, wonder ng if and hoping that the 
moon over new england was a good. Clock strnok midnight, 
and mooking bird in the orepe myrtle echoed. I folded up. 
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Wednesday, July 25th: - Hotter than a biscuit jja ..Louisiana. Wonder 
how Hew ^nglan^ thermometer reads. The Madam better, Burse to depart 
Sunday. i ‘smie u ibson, from Montgomery, la., 5 miles East of here on Red 
fiiver, will come for 2 weeks. Sloshed through some more on mulatto 
artiole. Seotetary on little ^iver, with hoe hands. Need somebody 
to get me ^ou-fr of the bog of olumsey sentences. Perhaps tomorrow.- 
Clarence u ompton, owner of former Jean Baptiste Metyoer plantation 
offered one hundred four thousand dollars for that place by James 
w . Gerard. Refused. ‘ J. H. Henry tells me Bill Jones' 4,000 acres . 
represent about three hundred thousand dollars in current values. Shall 
oite this figure as financial standing of oontemporhry status of 
mulattoes. All my negro friends worked from dawn to dusk in spite of he 
heat, on little River where Spring floods induced excessive weeds in 
cotton lands. At first dark, all of them, spick and span in fresh 
olothes, disappeared in the dark, heading up Bermuda road toward St. 
Mathew's °huroh, 2 or 3 miles distant, to attend pre-So-Say-Shun 
religious meetings. ,J ith all thie hot weather, some are bound to 
get religion between now and *ug. 12th, when baptisin's will 
come off.. Hope weather may be good to effect good films for eventual 
pictorial river book creation.. Curious dream last night, - 1.1. arriv¬ 
ing in la. ,-at Derry {'Amnerville Trolley) station which looked as big 
as the Pennsylvania, and after driving to ^renbougg, we sat for 
ever.so long ohatting in the library giving ,on the terraoe, the drawing 
room seeming to be a duplicate of the Boxy x heatre in Radio ^ity. 

Strange settings and furnishing for Cane River, but otherwise everything 
was swell. - : 


The Madam better, but ohildismy contrary 

resentment at having nurse than anything else. 
;o‘ negro church years and years ago. 

One colored lady stood up and 
hid statement: -"Mrs. Henry has a telephone 
auaked in anticipation of what might 
■ • ~» "But 1 got a* telephone in my 

The Madam was relieved and 
saying she has forwarded 
aintings to the W a oo Tribune, 
ay's paper, for publicity in opening of the BHow 
.remarked that her article in this last week's liberty 
photographs, reproduced in a miserable manner. 

“ ‘■‘l. especially sinoe 

scheduled to do some by Harnett Kane, Thinks the Post 

\'s Children of Strangers because of racial ele¬ 
ment. but foresees possibility of snadwiohing lie Brevelle in ^J^een 
balanoe of river, stressing Hatohitoches and Kingdom of the Prudhorames. 
Peels sure Post will like to do .the little Mansion of Hatches. Must 
try to get my bridgeworR in order before we head out in that direction. 

Radio announces Churohill defeat and asoendenoy of labor, while 
loo*L gossip reports **. H. as controlling ten thousand acres alone in 
fard I, whioh is somewhere around the Parish but not near here. 

This combination of faots may seem related not at all, and yet, 
and let the Republicans lend an ear, the British elections will eventu¬ 
ate in reparoussions in the C, B, before long. * ^nd this mus 
get going. How much I hope a whole heap of ^ew England strength. 
and good health will be present when this memorandum is read. Daily 
I find my mind dwelling in that section, and by Monday it will 
have moved back toward the metropolis, praying Heaven the while 
thatthe muoh deserved outing has proven a rich blessing to one 
who means so muohto me. •••••• 


moments, - more to express 
Recalled having onoe been 
Different members gave testimonials 
prefaced her remarks with this 
in her house." The Madam qua, 
be coming next. The lady continued 
heart, and it runs straight up to_God. 
that was that. De 
a couple of reprod 
to be used in s und 
on Monday. Miss R 
was illustrated with her L w _ 

She thinks Post may welcome artiloes^on south 
Colliers is L-..-1— 
may shy off Cane River 
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July 31st, 1945. 



Memorandum to ^lipping Service: . 

Are you going to be here now? 

It was grand to think of vaoation time, and the relaxation 
and the physical and spiritual refilling of reservoirs for the nex 
lap of the raoe. It is even better to realize that contact 
is a little closer, now that the time-out period is 
accomplished. j 

To hand in yesterday's post came an account of the 
Mount Madison jaunt. I drank in every word of it, and was 
twioe impressed, not only by the vividness of the experience and 
the clarity of the pioture but also by the feeling that 
somehow there was an intimate relation, as between the 
mountain and the plain, while the reference to the big old 
' moon sliding slowly behind the mountains somehow fitted pre¬ 
cisely into the duplicate pioture of the moon which had been 
acting as a medium, as it sagged downward behind the heights 
of Montrose. I dp hope the journey back to town, via the Mohawk 
Trail had elements of pleasure in it, too, - a trip that took 
one toward the opneing of another stint of labor, the ulti¬ 
mate promise of which would be a further jaunt southward toward 
another type of labor and a mellowness of existence after 
the long stretch of rigors in the time between how and then. 

.Locally, things turn .much as usual. The nurse left 
Sunday, and at the same time, "nnie Gibson came by to remain 
a week. Thinks to plenty of rain over the week end, 

-—+• m i pflrftbifl yesterday, - the weather 

oms 'plenty of racket, which is the normal developement on 
Sundays. I thipk Annie will reamin but a week, after whioh 
something else will develope. Slowly our patient grows less 
active. She might look forward to years of reduoed activity, 
but x doubt if that will be the ease unless there is a 
stirring of a will to live. The world's worst patient is 
one who has always had his own way and enjoyed comparative 
undimished health. The physioal curb on full exeroise of the 
passing whim, plus the fulminations against an ailment of 
arthritis which cannot be eradicated at the instant expression 
of a wish-goes far i 9 getting view points tangled up, and 
j slowly, if at all, does such a patient acoept the iaot that 
life can be pleasant, even though/the speed must be slightly 
reduced. - , > . 


over 
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for the enclosed pictu es, I reckon they are pretty 
familiar to you, hut 1 send them along as examples of Hiss 
Ramsey's handiwork. 

There are 4 of "lenience, one by herself painting by 
the cistern; one of her and Mary -“'ranee, the latter looking 
too big and out of proportion because of her proximity to the 
camera; one of Olemence with her grandson, Mother, heading 
out on a fishing expedition; one of her pointing out piotures 
to an old friend 

Uf the other three,there is one of the African House, 
taken on the back stairs of the big house. One is-of 
Cane River, aken from the bridge, with St, August's Churoh 
away mong the trees. This view always reminds me of Shakes¬ 
peare's birth place, Stratford on * van. The bridge from which 
it is taken is the same bridge appearing in the earlier 
photo of last Spring, snapped from the terraoe of Arenbourg. 

And the last pioture is Mme. Aubin-Rocque's house, where, as 
you see, cotton and corn have run out her once lovely garden. 

There is the figure of an old friend on the gallery, but very 
elusive. Aren't the clouds grand in this study, - the 
rent in them .suggesting that the whole place might suddenly be 
snatched from reality itot heavenly oblivion. 

Yesterday a letter came from Mr. .lottinville of the 
Oklahoma ^ress, addressed to the Madam, expressing delight with 
the balance Of-the Srwin diaries, and saying that the 
reading-of the journals was being concluded, with the thought 
that either the diaries in their entirety or a volume on the 
Diariest, using the journals for a running aooount of his 
doings seems to be in order, I hazarded the guss the Mr, 

Pipes should aot with me in accomplishing suoh a business. 

The lady thought-the idea good. I shall indioate this 
thought in a letter of acknowledgement to Oklahoma Press. 

I am hoping the latter will look around and find some funds 
for the accomplishment ofv such-“ 

« c 

1 spent Monday in the dentist chair, and am.looking forward 
to being done with that business within another week or so. It 
will be pleasant to then find myself leering a people without 
having to give thought to the Dracula influence. 

Yesterday I forwarded the first half ofthe artiole, 

"Cane diver's Children of Strangers" to Miss Ramsey, suggesting 
she look it over with a view to using it as a skeleton on which 
a St. live. Post thing might be hung. It was only about 
10 pages, incoherent in spots, but with a few phrases that 
might be style pungent, I shall do,the balanoe of the 
thing awaying her response, - and may something.for Arenbourg come 
of it, I am glad you are going to be here now... 


August 1st , 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

* < This is one of those days when there is nothing of 
especial interest report, but the urge for a little chat is too 
great to be resisted, eve though what is said doesn't matter so 
much. 

There may or may not be something of interest in the 
enclosed note from Dora, I got off a response to the 
Lottinville letter yesterday, the thing being written not so 
much for the Oklahoma Press as for the lady who read and signed it. 

I remarked, over her signature, that aside from the pleasure of 
learning of the Press's satisfaction in reading the Rrwin business, 
it was good to know that M r. Pipes and Mr. Mignon, both so 
enthusiastic about the work (interruption) - were still 
interested in it,, and that in the opinion of C. G, H,, the Tress 
wo Id be very fortunate if able to seoure their services in annotat¬ 
ing the manuscript. I* hope their funds will permit some such out 
pay for such a purpose. 

I went down to '•'lemenoe'-8 last evening, - the Madam having 
folded up about an hour before sundown. I sat on her gallery for 
about an hour and a half. The temperature was high but a pleasant 
cool breeze stirred the leaves of the wisteria growing in front 
of the house. She showed me a couple of pictures she had tossed 
•off the night before. u ne was quite nice, - black paper with an 
apple green paint being the main medium to depicting a scene in 
the cotton patch where quite a few .figures were pioking. 

Mary Prances, w innie May, Junior and brother, - the latter 
in the snapshot of Ciemenoe going fishing, were frolicking about 
in the yard and their velvety voices were pleasant on the 
equally velvety dusk. Brother is a sweet child, about 6 jears 
old. He and 1 seem to hit i*t-off-pretty well together. He seems 
in quite good health, although periodically he has stomach troubles, 
seeming to be the four year aftermath of the time when he was 2 years 
old, he somehow got into some Paris ^reen of which he age quite 
liberally. Someday I shall see if I can't get the Parish physician 
from town, - D r . Knipmeyer, who gets down this way so etimes to 
look afte the poor, to give him a onoe over. 

(over) 1 
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We had several batohe of pilgrims yesterday, but 1 saw 
none of them. For the most part-, I was in this fcouse with 
Miss A nnie who was oulling some particulars regarding the mulattoes 
for me from the Cane Hiver scrapbook.. I seen to have stalled on 
the final third of my article on Cane diver's Children of Strangers 
and although 1 have plenty in mind to say, I need a couple of 
dates and facts to hitoh the thing on to, - and I shall get it 
from this material, 

Mrs. Hand drove up from Alexandria in the late afternoon, - 
I guess it was around four o 1 clock and remained until six, ( 

She brought her son, just back from England, her sister, rs. ^ile, 
and “rs. ^attison with her. The latter three called on me while 
Mrs. Hand visited the Madam, who did not see the others. I 
learned nothing of espetial interest from my guests although it 
was pleasant to see them, ^ring Mrs. band's visit. Sister came 
up to see the Madam, asking if it would be alright if she parked 
the three c ildren here for three days while she weqt to New 
Orleans to visit her husband, who is taking a month s extra study 
in some hospital there. I think the Madam thought ohe child would 
be sufficient to park here, since the Madam herself isn t moving 
any muoh, save about her room, and at greatly reduced speed. 

It has been about two months, now, I believe, since the Madam 
has written so much as a note to any one. I try to knock off 
a few lines to thins one or that of her former correspondents, but 
I am even negleoting that job in favor of the Cane u iver article, 
and shall continue to do the same, should the possibility of doing 
Natohez's i-ittle Mansion develops. 

I reckon word may come through regarding the Waco ^how shortly, 
and I am hop ng that may go over nicely. If any of the publicity 
comes to hand, I shall of oourse send' it along to you promptly, 
so that you may be k:ept informed, __ 

It is so good to sense to re-establishment of the normal 
contacts, onl,y 1 trust you will make no effort to write until 
you are well straightened out in'the offioe once more, for it 
always se ras as though there are so many loose ends to get 
caught up after; one has been on vacation for a time. You know 
I will understand perfectly. 


August 2nd, 1945. 


Memorandum to '-lipping Service: 

To hand the first report covering the return, and 
so many nice things about it, that I shall merely say how glad 
I am that there were so many gleams of sunshine shimmering 
on the landscape, regardless of the patches of shadow. 

That the girl friend’s brother should have arrived is grand. 
Often had I thought of him, buit feeling that his situation 
was uncertain, it seemed baiter to omit inquiry in hopes that 
the best of all hopes might eventually be realized, after by¬ 
passing the long weeks of blackout. Thank Heavens that this 
hope was realized. I am so glad for you all. 

■“•nd i think the bouquet was sweet. How potent of things 
that really matter is such a symbol and how muoh brighter is 
an entire world for the striking of “one small oandle". 

«% • *• r . . t - i ^ 

With all my heart, I hope that Tuesday's visit to ■c'ordham 
may dissipate rather than confirm certain bleak anticipations. 

The enclosed doping speaks for itself. I think 
Helen Baldwin did quite nicely in the publicity department. 

As for some of the phraseology, there may seem to. be a 
somewhat familiar ring, but it has been pieoed together and 
one or; two sentences added that give it some added particulars 
that are timely, I think In view of the girl friend's 
interest in w lemence, I thought she, too, might be interested 
in seeing the clipping, although I might point out that 
one name appears in the article which would-seem to make it 
wiser to either remove or to withhold the article itself from 
general circulation. 

Knowing nothing about spelling, I shall be unable to 
answer Helen's inquiry regarding the oorrec^ spelling of 
Pr;imatifs. If the Waco diotionry doesn't reveal suoh a word, 
perhaps we oan just charge the thing off as a new creation and 
lei; .It .go at that. Forse(interruption) . - Sinoe I have no 
other oopy of this publicity at the moment, i.t might be well 
to hold this item, foreseeing the possibility for future use 
in some other newspaper Accordingly you might eventually 
return it, although there is no rush about it, - a month's 
time will be soon enough, and perhaps in the mean time, 
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I shall reoeive a duplicate. v 

I shall write **r. Pipes and Madam -Baldwin today, favoring 
the Ban Antonio Show. 

In the mean time, I am wondering if forwarding a oopy of 
this publicity to l*ife would help or hinder the publication 
of the oolor reproductions by that organization. I can readily 
see it might further or deter their intention, - on the one 
hand confirming the status of Clemenoe's authenticty, while 
perhaps removing the "scoop element for ^ife in the realization 
that the aritist's fame is already starting to spread. 

I have no need for the Baldwin letter whioh you mi b ht 
dispose of. 

It’s always good to talk with someone who knowns what one 
is talking about, or driving at. Somehow the breeze of con¬ 
versation with a sympathetic soul blows into flame those 
sub-surface ideas that might otherwise die-out beneath the 
ashes. As I penned the paragraph above, the thought came to 
me that possibly the Haco tribune would leap at the chance 
to run some exerpts from the Diary of old Scmjamin Ohase, - those 
seotions revealing heretofore undisclosed particulars about 
personalities having to do with early i’exas history, and 
especially about friends of old J hase with whom he hob¬ 
nobbed in Texas prior to the fall of the Alamo in whioh some 
of them participated. think I shall scout suoh an idea 
to la Baldwin, with a view to eventually making use of the 
Tribune's oolumns for copyrighting purposes of seotions of the 
diary with appropriate comments. Thank you much for having 

turned the breeze in this direction. 

■c v , f ' • i ' V J &0 ■■ * -' • - i O' rl ,i ' •' ! a •' - • . • 

x he frequent rains and the unusually high humidity of July 
have given the cotton extraordinary growth, - meaning that 
with such height to the stalks and so muoh foliage, the 
orop is likely to be rather les$ than last year # I mention this 
because that suggests that the harvesting of the crop will be 
completed rather sooner than last.year, - possibly by the end 
of October, - in consequence of which Peter Metyoer and family 
will move the sooner and Arenbourg will pass into our hands, 
and the terraoe can accordingly be levelled the sooner and the 
general lines of the tapis vert the sooner defined. 

Alright, - I guess I have taken up enough of your time 
for this sitting, and so x shall fold up at this point, 

I am so glad that you are back that the girl friend's brother is 
baok, and that .a bouquet was awaiting your advent. 

I should so much like to speak of lennox and the country¬ 
side through whioh you passed. It is lovelyAnd through 
your acquaintance with it, the ‘iouth will mean so much 
more as -^ew ^gland forms the backdrop in your mind as you 
contemplate the evidences of Southern civilization, and how 
the forces of one seotion moved in opposition to the other in 
ante bellum times. 
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mugust 4th, 1945. 


Memorandum, to Clipping Service: 

* Only a note this morning, after which 1 must get busy on 
a flock of correspondence for the Madam, and thenoe to the 

Cane River business, - the artiole. 

^oSa’time asit*sometimes does on a Monday, putting muoh 

I ' *r ®rew Ixi d giving my own mental department some good 
exercise in keeping all points in mind, prior to disposing of the 
responses. 

The greatest trouble about researoh, I 
more one exnlores a subject, the more difficult it becomes to 
jo”dom the casual thllgs, suitable for the average reader. 

There recently “^"nd 

Parishes i-edtately lolloping the 

April" outbreak of the Civil War. 

Tn Adams County, only the aristocracy belonged to the 
Patrols. 1 believe*it was the same almost everywhere. And so, 

v +y,nt ti flock of local mulattoes of ile brevelle were 

members of the^atohitoches *oard, I am impressed by the faot 
that in those troubled times, the mulattoew were accorded a 

the°white^gentry 9 of °the 1 times** 3 ^bviously their°inte?ests Sere 
^nt^l? ^ 

and especially loint position was occupied by people of 

or shouid I say such a joint posi i easier ^ „ ndarstani 

?ha? r iuite ap^t SoS the sooial feelings of superiority on the 
llrt of the Metoyers when considering the Jones, there should 
ll^ f t e ?e^£ r/;oUti a .l e rese„t,.nt ^alne^old^arroWonee. 

SS.SEtK.rS styled himself s Bepubllean - ail of .hos. rs 

activities ran counter to tbe interests ox an x™ 
and the propertied people of the bouth. ^ j 
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the moment b have a couple of soouts out to seek out 
some old mulattoes who may recall if Carrol took an aotive part 
in the political life of the i’arish at that time* If that turns 
out to be so, then one understands a lot more clearly why the 
cleavage (?* between the Joeses and the rest of the River remaind 
to distinct for such a long time. But now, of course, the Joneses 
are in the ascendenoy, for they a.re industrious, intelligent and 
possesssed of the power that goes with money, and slowly their 
succeeding generations will intregrate with the older noblily. 

It is faesinating to realize that the same old pxtwx 
pattern that operates everywhere automatically made itself evident 
in the sooial life of these mulattoes, - the same kind of thing 
that Saint a imon was always driving at, and the same kind of thing 
that Proust used to detail with - us a fine tooth comb. It must 
be a human reactiori that will oorae to the surface any old plaoe, 
even though the group wherein it‘appears has never heard-of such 
doings elsewhere. 

I must close with sbmething that struck me as rather funny, 
especially as the lady concerned did not realize she was being funny 
and 1 never called it to her attention. I think the thing might be 
sent to the Reader's Digest or some such: 

• t 

* Seriously seeking knowledge the'other day, I inquired of the 
Madam if she could tell me the life expectanoy of the ant, to 
which she replied quite ( airily: 

II Oh, ants live from generation to generation]". 

. • - « 

On second thought, D should hope so,,.,... 


« ' • « 
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Aggust 5th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

IVo A-nrO oHures l think, are of little interest, 

but A send them along regardless, J rnight h6lP 

keep the correspndenoe picture a little cleare . 

I had looked for a letter from ^iss Ramsey on Saturday, 

■hnt none came through. I assume she may come this week 
to sSa? the baptislS- scenes on nett Sunday, tut an. not sure. 

Ail in all it ought to be a fairly busy week, should 
both the and Mrs. Baldwin arrive, Mif. "yrd and friend 
threatening to blow in, and -4.8 8 Kate Perkins on the docket 
to ranlace g Miss ~nnie Gibson as expert assister at tne bath, 

I It is good to be able to report that the 

better in ttpearance than in years. Once she 
forgets aboutth, late' Lthrltis, she will be flying around 
mightily, but that may not eventuate right away. 

Sundar'i-riiUir^ye^ro 

bor f 

the first part, we oan readily attaoh this second part 
to the first, and so submit It with the photographs to some 
magazine or other. 

I have tried to keep out the raoial aspects as much as 
nocsible since magazine editors, they say, are scared to 
P a;-?> o?’ the mention of such a thing at the present tine. 

the window to whomsoever it may go. Bt if it is, that'"iii 
b] alright , since things will aooner or later get right about, 
and the thing can be publihed then. 

Am oAhAudled for another sitting with the dentist, so 
you me ?or the rent,. Uore later today probably.. 


I 













August 7 th* 1945 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

To hand your reports of Thursday and Saturday, both arriving 
in Monday's post. 

sst isruivi 

stored up will stand you in good stead. 

k to me, as I need not explain, 

% added effort of filing them at 
ute. You know perfectly weel that 
■led that you are saving yourself 
well invested in catching up on 
; additional energies in reports. 

>pression of the affliction on the 
;o the ultra exuberant oelebrations 
of the family group from the 
the patient and the doings of 
Le, And somehow, as always, tnose 
keen the boat from capcizing, 
support they should receive and is 
ir duties of maintaining stability 


those times which would oe 
relaxation rather than expen 

Isn't it strange how tb 
one hand dovetails precisely 
of the return of another men 
wars. Somehow the future 
the celebrant both seem so 1 
who keep their heads and tr; 
instead of receiving the mo: 
theirs by every right, find 
but added to. 

With the hivine Law of 
one may find a measure of s 
that after these trials and oares 
true in heart, 

x he postman brought no mail_ 
disappointed me somewhat, since 1 
be able to make a round this wee/, 
baptisin' pictures this week end. 
her today. It is said that two n 
week end, and if this be true, ar 
to operate druing the balanoe of 
converts by Sunday. It is the ci 
in two or three ohurohes at the c 
held an hour or two apart, enabll 
Mathew'8 for example to witness 1 
fly on to Morris Hill or St. ^arj 
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the business there. Xhis would afford two difference scenes and 
somehow come sparer to guaranteeing at least one or two good shots. 

conversation .1 - SSKTS S.'SCfS -ioh 

I thought was quite amusing. 

ror no esgedaXy reason.^ ashed 

of the ant. "Oh, they mlntionfld thi* before, but I run the 

nsh h o? repetition because 1 think: it funny and perhaps you will 
concur. 

I must skip to the deritist now but will be back on the morrow. 


August 8th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

Twenty five million times since yesterday have I pondered 
uoon a whole roster of emotion, of fore-sightedness, of 
necessity and coincidence. After scaling my report yesterday 
morning. I quitted this house, vaguely‘puzzled as to just how 
I was goihg to manage a oouple of dozen things. Stopping t 
r>oet ml refort I found a report awaiting me, - registered, as 
Madam Beaumont * casually remarked, in throwing In the birth of her n 
daughter between paragraphs of her Journal: - Lo. I had a da g 

May I say thanks twenty five million times, and both for the 
printed items and for the typed; for all was more precious than 
I can explain. Perhpas the most precious thing about the whole 
business is that even without explaining, I feel sure the sensa¬ 
tions are felt whether set down in words or not. 

' Returning ;from town yesterday morning, I brought home the 
restbrecL facade. - a vaguely cumbersome concession to beauty, which 
up to 'the moment },s lacking in comfort hut well under control. I 
can say "capacity and six times six is thirty six without so much 
as a lisp, which is a triumph in something or other, but whether 
I shall eventually discover that the thing is perfect and there¬ 
fore able to receed into a state of naturalness or if it will re¬ 
quire further labor awaits the developements of the future. 

I am glad you were interested in the account of the 
Jean Baptiste Met oyer house, as mention in my Journal jottings. 

At the time, it seems to me meruly sketched the salient points, 
and eventually 1 must enumerate details. I believe the house was 
built in 1818, Prom Jean Baptiste, it passed to his son, 

Tranquilin (?) Metoyer. I am not sure of the spelling. And 
from the latter it went to his widow, and I believe c, a pt. Jordain, 
a white man cheats* her out of it. Prom Jorain, it passed to 
David Louve, and from the latter to lewis Jones, whose widow married 
Clarence Compton, and if was tIie v ^° tore ^ down. 

interruption 






o 
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Of the openings obtained from the house, the 
double glass doors I like best, I think, These have 
the batten blinds, - or rather storm doors to match. 

The latter are prettily pannelled (perhaps one n), 
and 1 t ought these might eventually be used on the openings,- 
one in each unit, of ,1a m&ison de la reine, giving upon 
the terrace at Arenboiirg. The single door, quite wide, is 
the other prize pieoe, - what with its 36 small glass panes in 
the upper half. a ome of t*he glass from these have been 
broken, but I reckon ('interruption) they can be replaced 
easily enough. I haven't Investigated those still intact 
to lea n if they are the old original glass, - wavey and streak¬ 
ed. 1 thought this door might eventually be incprporated 
in an opening giving between two interior rooms, - with 
possibly the glass being removed and replated by tiny 
mirrors, 'hioh ought to give a very delightful sointilation 
of a host of reflections and give muoh additional light to 
any £lace it is used. 

" ' t ' 

In yesterday's post, I had looked'for a note from 
Miss ^amsey, Mrs. Baldwin and L'ora, but no word came 
through. reckon there may be s mething today. 

\7e are now •Wednesday, and baptisin' is on Sunday, so we 
should get the cameras polished off pretty soon. 

I am glad you liked the Cane Kiver scenes, and somehow 
with them the general appearance of the countryside will 
be the more familiar to you when you. arrive. 

I cannot refrain from remarking, as news of the atomic 
bomb is released, and details of the impending conditions 
this Winter in Europe come to hand that although one fails 
frequently to comprehend the blessings, even though painful, 
of time8 gone by, still’ how thankful I am for those whom I 
love that things abroad transpired when- then did in the 
late 1930’s. What a comfort that oertain people are safe and 
in eternal peace, and how muoh more peaceful will lie the 
years ahead when in building's haven of rest, we have no 
unpleasant cont'e plations of those, onoe so dose to us in 
life, who have gone on to a far Letter home. 

I must stop at this, point. Interruptions have been 
frequent and long this morning and it is time for the 
postman to be heading this way.. 
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August 9th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service; < 

. V L L 1 '• j • ^ ■ • * " • * ... 

The sum ana substance of yesterday's incoming first class mail 
was the enclosed. It is from Mrs. ^attison, who was here last week 
with Mrs. Brand, - Blythe, and you will notice she suggests they may 
p;5ss this way today. I hope so. We need people from the outside world. 

Things drag along in a manner that seems to grow better physically 
and the opposite in spirits. Such radical changes and remarkable cures are 
transpiring from time to time that it is impossible to let the Gloom 
Department take over, although 1 frankly feel that about September of 
October there may have to be some hospitalization for our patient. 
iSight or ten days seems to be about all anyone, - old friend or nurse, s 
can remain, Miss Annie, instead of departing on Monday when Miss Kate 
arrives, will leave Saturday, - if not before. That's all on this 
score, but it keeps you advised as to how things turn. 

Yesterday afternoon I knocked off the final page of the 
He Brevelle, - Children of Strangers, business. Having sent the first - 
half to Mi Sg Ramsey, T would be inclined to forward the last half 
in today's mail, but shall not do so until hearing from her. I 
thought there would a be a line yesterday, but as none oame to 
hand, I assume there may be word today that she is arriving, and so 
by keeping the raanusoript here, - if she does oome this week end, - 
we shall be able to go over the whole thing and expand it in* some 
places and contract it where ever needed. 

Today I am going to begin outlining The Little Mansions. I'm 
afraid, of stormy weather on that subjeot before it gets done. Photo¬ 
graphs will be required, in order that I may know what subjects are going 
to be covered. Some of those will be difficult to secure, - suoh 
as Foster's Mound, for example, where the house, a-top the Indian 
mound, is surrounded by live oaks planted on the top of the mound, 
almost completely hiding the building. If the camera is far enough 
away to indicate the elevation of the mound, contrasting with the 
surrounding countryside, the distanoe will almost be too great to 
catch the house itself, so thoroughly surrounded as it is by the trees 
and blanketed with shade. A close up is also difficult to get, - 
if one merely wants to eliminate the trees so the house can be seen, 
since the house covers the entire top of the mound, making it 
impossible, - unless one were to build a small scaffolding, to get 
anything but a view as one might of an individual, the camera being placed 
on the si dewalk. 
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The Hailes house should be comparatively easy. • The Monette Eouse 
shouldn't be to difficult, - although it is a little barren looking 
around the place since they cut the live oak avenue that passed from 
the gate along thO reflecting pool to the house. The Affleck house 
will be easy, and 1 thin* 1 shall include Windy Hill, - since it is 
not on the pilgrimage any more, and it is always good to drag 
Mr. Burr into such an article, since he.is well enough known to make 
his peronality appeal to the average reader. The trick in all this 
will be to stress these things in the shots to be taken and to 
round out as many more as possible, with a view of accumulating 
others to be used as a basis for the Bt. Catherine's Cyeek book which 
will roll out later. 

^It certainly is goi g to be nice when Axenbourg is established 
so that people may come this way without tije spectre of the axeman in 
the background, .*nd in the mean time, we might as well keep 
driving as hard as we can. 

I reckon there will be a report from Dora or la Baldwin regarding 
last week’s showing of the ^inderilla masterpieces. That ought to 
oe interesting, itoo, and I shall send along the reports as they 
come to hand. And speaking of the latter lady, recalls to mind that 
the little boy, - Brother, - piotured with her, starting out on a 
fishing expedition in the snapshot taken in front of her cabin was 
the victim, Z years back, of a large eating of r aris green,, which made 
the poor child a little puny, and' I am currently engaged in getting 
some health building food for his consumption, since th,e Paris green 
seems to have up set his stomach for ever so long following the original 
encounter, surely the stuff its If has long since disappeared, bu,t 
I reckon a natural consequence was a general weakness of the stomaoh 
department. r 1 

There are other points, but I must slide along at the monen and 
dump sp’ie oil on the waters, and so get t(ack to this machine on the 
-itole Mansions. Ave^ty five 'million times a day I am thinking....... 



t 
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August 10th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

No mail from marshall or norman, - and 1 can't say 
why I should have spelled them with small letters, 

*• '• ■’ 1 '• t *•' -• ■ . v ‘ ' ./ • - 

J ust a line from ‘'lif Byrd, saying he would come here on 
Friday to remain until Sunday or Monday, 

Miss Annie will leave on Saturday, and so things turn in 
these parts. 

r 

There were enough visitors yesterday, - not so many in 
numbers,:hut their spread wets such that they filled in the whole 
day, and that is all to the good, sinoe it diverted our patient's 
mind from her aches, and left her in a happy frame of mind when 
she folded up about an hour before sundown, as is her custom. 

Dr. Knipmayer, the Parish physician.in charge of ^ublio 
Health, always passes by here on Thursday morning s. There is 
a clinic along'side of St. Mathew's school,, three'miles up the 
Bermuda Boad from Axenbourg. This functions weekly on Thursday 
mornings, after which Br. knipmayer heads,down this way, stops 
off to chat with the Madam, and thence continues a southerly 
course to Magnolia where he-always dines with Miss Bally (Hertzog) 

■< ' • • ; i * \i t. w ' -X ■' M Vy iWv> '-i k- i v "5 ♦ 

He is a kindly man, reminding one, somewhat of a kindly 
Newfoundland dog, - ; with an accent on patience and general regard 
for human beings. Aside from the pleasure of seeing him there 
is the additional staisfeotion of knowing that one may secure 
tonics or special attention for . friends of color thrpugh this 
oontaot, and frequently without the need of the ailipg one to 
go to the regular clinio. 

He was followed in his visit hy Miss Bertha and Hope Haupt. 
Don't you think ^ope Haupt is a combination, ~ especially when 
spoken ? Bertha and Hope are girls in their middle 60's» 
perhaps. Their father and mother oame to Natchitoohes ever so 
long ago, - either directly or indirectly from Germany. A *hey both 
teach at the Normal, - now called. Northwestern State College 
at Natchitoches. They are , like Dr. ^nlpmayer, vaguely ,on the 
dull side, so far as originality of ideas go, but all wool 
and a yard wide, and accordingly good for any soul coming in 
contact with them. 










t * 
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the Eaupts remained until noon, and at 2 p.m., Ura. P.and 
. uJl Pottison arrived. They "broke their visit by running up 
lie a»”e”uda to seek out a plane Khere they could 

come with two .guest $ to spend a week or so some tr».e later in 
thp month ffe visited Dr. Hebert Prudhomme s plac«», ostensibly to 
inauire about suoh particulars, but in reality to give the two 
lad?es a chance ?o see that plantation home, its crumbling avenue of 
oaks some of its lonely silver and family portraits. That 

Is the Plate X Sy have spoken of before. - built by bachelor Jean 
Prudhomme before the Civil V7ar, and saved, from ^ u J^ n g 0 ^ l ® n t op - 
vonkaes cane by the flying of a French flag from its nouse rop, 

a flag which^a guest in^he f ^ u fi^if^^^^yToT^ sSck on 
Gene^iver^y^he outbreak of the war and the brocade of the lower 
Mississippi. 

At five wfe were done with the Prudhommes and came back down 
, Cote Joveuse as far as »t. H a thew’s, where a cabin was reserved, 

^td so back to Morose, and the ladies continued on to Alexandria. 

«rs. Hand spoke'of the return of her son i “ " Gained* 1 

iSnrore An officer in t^e 82 air-borne, he had maintained 
dlta and di’axy covering that organization from its inception at 

“JiioSe ne r,Alexandria, through Africa, Italy France and 
Sany! Inlet. April, «hlle in the last named country, he and 
his associates decided the hare the date an? diary hound, and 
ehntaoted an excellent printing house in the German city - I did 
not laprii its name where they were then located. Although 
the whole town had’been taken over.by the Americans, and the prm mg 

pressep commandeered, as a gasture of*the' Si£55* 

instead of ordering, negotiated with the .staff.of the printing 

the”? tS^SSAVSE 1 SVs undertaken, 
t^the^satilfaotio^of°both r the & printers e and a the S officers, “they 

were^Paid in lull, the latter, and after delivery of the books had 
been Lie the Americans la rned that on the following, day, they 

to relinquish the oity to t„e -usslans in ehose rone thia 

particular oity felle 

But Whitfi&fcd, and some of his fellow officers, before leaving 
on the following day, felt they wanted to return to the printing 
house and thank the staff for the exoellence of their S»or*. end 
say how. satisfied they were with it, - just prior to leaving, a iey 
visited’the establishment with this in minh, but to ^ 8 |PJ 0in 

ment, found the place deserted, anjl never agaipAid they see "the 
o ople who had done the job for them. *pparantly the J e ®* J* J 

advent of the Soviet forces impelled the people in t wSit?? 0l d has 
or the city to fleee. In any event they were gone, hut Whitfield h s 

his volume which he treasures highly, - naturally. 
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It has been good listening on the radio this morning, 
what with the report that the war may he approaching its final 
end. May it be soand nay an Arenbourg dawn streak the Sast the 

earlier. 

Next will come the reconversion problems, of course, hut 
just as the full force of military repercussions are tempered 
long before they reach this remote situation, so will be 
the^peace swells that will he lessened in strain and in¬ 
tensity before they arrive in this peaceful countryside. 

here while delighted over something that is vaguely felt 
as rrood for everyone, - eventually, one talks of the progress 
of the cotton crop, - rather behind schedule this year 
the program for So-sayshun, the number of 

of limbs from the pecanes, too heavily loaded with fruit, and 

so on and so forth. 

And aside from all these considerations, 1 shall 
harbor those that fit in with impending undertakings, - the 
layout of the article on The .Little Mansions, and leave it 
■to -“'ate to open the front gate, suoh a color camera arrive too.ay 
or tomorrow to undertake a further recording of *-ane River for 
ultimate publication, - and possibly additional funds to set 
Arenbourg in order. How pleasant it is ^oing to be eventual y 
when these ground swells from afar may be shared and when 
individual undertaking in the literary dept rtment may be shared 
along with the butterfly lilies and the soft outhern nights...., 




£ I 


I 
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August 11th, 1945. 


Memorandum: - 

Only a moment before post time, but ^ want to utilize it. 

Miss "nnie departed unexpectedly Friday night at supper 
time, - her daughter having suddenly be stricken with 
a pendicitis, and undergone an operation before her mother 
could reach her. 

We shall get through the week end without a companion for 
the Madam. 

Glif came about 11 yesterday morning, - Friday. Ke brought 
me a most elegant plan of "la ^aison He la Heine" - about 
3 by 6 feet. It is so elegant that I think we shall have to 
eventually incorporate it in Arenbourg, placing it under 
glass, a-top a library table, or some such. __ 

He has converted the French measurements into the 
•“•merican equivilant, - feet and inches, and you will be 
delighted with the way the thing turned out. 

Interruption. 

That was Mr. Carles’ servnat, asking me to come to 
dinner on little River tomorrow, - Sunday, but of course I shall 
be unable to accept, and I shall write him accordingly. - 

I am a little disappointed to say that no mail came 
through from Marshall, Texas, - in fact no mail came from 
any direction, so with the numerous converts we have for 
Sunday's baptisin', it looks as though a fine opportunity 
may slip by. I shall wire Miss Ramsey this morning, - should 
there be no mail, saying: "WE SURE ARE GETTING CLOSE TO 
THE 12th AND THE BAPTISIN'. HOPE YOU AND CAMERA ARE UP TO 
EXPECTATIONS". 


Must gallop at this moment. Back shortly, 


august 13th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Olippiqg Service: 

Only ti e for a brief note t is morning. 

A telegram from Waco says that Miss Ramsey is there, 
confined to her bed with influenza, Mis. Baldwin acting as 
nur se. 

later today I shall write a letter, explaining that 
I have put in a busy week end, writing sermons in anticipation 
of a Revival to be held at St. Mary’s, following So-say-shun 
next week, with baptisin' - there being converts, on the 
Sunday following, which will be august 26th, - and that 
will be good all the way round. 

No mail on Saturday, and so I am looking for some 
today, - probably from Dora, and I hope from -^ew Orleans. 

The rason I must break off so early in this report is 
the fact that the house girl has just come to me to say 
that the Madam has fallen in her bath, and cut her knee quite 
badly. a he can walk alright, the girl says, and has admonished 
her not to tell anyone of the fall, but M had better walk 
by casually, and see how things are going. Obviously she 
must have someone to stay with her, - but •“■eaven alone 
knows where the person can be found, - and once located, how 
long the person can hold out, as about 8 or 10 days seems to 
be about the limit anyone oan make it. 

Miss late perkins arrives today, and will remain for 
a week or so. ...1 


I'll try to do better on the morrow, 
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August 14th, 1945, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service, 

To hand your air report, the answer to which had 
already gone forward sometime "before, so that I need not 
re-assure you on the matter of the former report, - with its 
precious enclosure, whioh came to hand all safely, I would 
add, however, that were l to reiterate twenty five million 
times how much that report has meant to me, I still would 
not half express my gratitude, 

I am glad you enjoyed the recent communications and the 
photographs, I thought the one of ^r..-Breux, which I should 
have remarked was taken on my front gailery, was guite good, 

I thought. You will be interested in realizing, - and there 
is no means of knowing it unless I mention it,, t^iat for 
purely sentimental reasons, I gave him a report of the 
Clipping Service to hold in his hand, - one that had just 
'arrived at the moment we were about to "strike" the picture, 

By this time, the general situation as.regards your 
patient and his future will have been determined,.and I am 
hopihg that lots of worry and suffering may be eliminated by 
the operation. It has been such a busy year, - and ( I con¬ 
stantly thaiik heaven for the New England strength that was 
absorbed to help bridge these trying, times. It goes 
without saying that I shall be looking'for a line to indicate 
*how things developed, during and following the operation. 

Incidentally, I got a big laugh out of the t Gasanova• 
complex in regard to forgetting the lower bridgework. Yhen 
a "concession to beauty" is misplaced, it ( seems, not even 
a major operation can hepe to hold first plaoe in the mind 
of the'patient. Isn’t it wonderful how Jittle insignificant 
things like that can sometimes eradicate the otherwise mental 
disturbance that would be consuming a person,? 

That you should have found Natchez inscribed on 
the Mount adison Golden "ook is remarkable, I think, since 
so few people ffom that plaoe travel. I think perhaps 
the person may be & new-comer to that region. - or possibly 
an oldster I have never met. In any event, I don’t recall ever 
having heard the name outside of the Garolinas, 


I. 
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tfrom the enclosed oomraunic&tion from Lora, you will 
note that "lemenco is headed for some raiment. This leads 
me to conclude that having thus been fortified, - although 
possibly with summer things, - she may not be on the receiving 
end of the heavier things whioh you mentioned some time back. 

I have in mind, when these arrive a little later, to oon- 
sult with Mar. Breux's grandmother about some of them, for 
I think her son, i'ugabou, ought to be helped out a 
little with these items, - that his his children, - Helen and 
Billie Jeanne, - what a name.’ £\igabou is just itching to 
have to cotton crop gathered so that he can get his tractor 
to stirring up the terraoe at Arenbourg, and a couple of 
warm things for his offspring ought to add impatience to 
the pitohlng he is already doing to get on with things. 

• a' .U v J * A *• G ♦' «■ -*■ *• ’"* ** 

I was interested to learn from Dora that the 
place where- the October bhow is to be held is near Austin. 

I shall write him, • explaining that Mrs. Graham a medley is 
, a resident ofAustin, and with her husband on the a upreme Court 
bench of fexas, and herself the President of the ^nraden Giubs 
of Texas, -plus the fact that she already knows Giemenoe, we 
may be able to do something quite nice by way of publicity 
either in Austin itself or in the other place, via Austin. 

• ' * w . . ^ » v ' J * •*- a v v v . ■ < ' 

I have outlined the religious programs of Cane and Little 
Rivers for the ladies Ramsey and Baldwin, and forward the same 
to them, covering the next two weeks. A new highway, - shelved 
at the time of the April floods, is being constructed to Little 
River, and what with that coming along nioely, and the promise of 
a full moon next week for the revival sessions at St. *“ary's 
or St. Augustine’s, - not to be confused with St. Augustin's., 

I think we might be able to get quite a few good piotures. 

The frequent showers in these parts have delayed the opening 
of cotton, and so picking will be delayed for a couple of weeks 
at least, think. It was their wish to get some good 

S iotures of the gin in full swing, etc., eto., for the 
ane River book, but should they arrive too early for cotton, 
they oan always get another shot at it in Ootober, when we 
undertake to do the Little Mansions business. 

It is good to ha?e ^iss Ka e here. The Madam retired 
a little after 6 last night, and so ^iss Hate and I took 
a little turn about the gardens. I think she is impressed by 
the gloom that settles over the big house, especially in the 
morning. x he faot is that the patient, going to bed so 
early, is naturally all slept out before dawn, whereupon pills 
are taken to induce sleep, and th. se do not wear off until 
almost noen, altho gh the patient gets up about 8 a.m., 
and so the vicious circle goes on. • Everything is moving 
along alright in all directions at this writing, ^ay it be 
the same in your immediate neighborhood. 
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August 15th, 1945. 



Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

How good it is that- the firing has ceased. 

According to my radio, every hamlet and city in the nation 
witnessed dancing ih its streets last night, 

I was grateful to God for the ending of the war, but'I didn't 
notice much dancing in the Melrose streets. Possibly that was 
because we don't have any streets. 

Rut I must confess that while I did not precisely danoe, I 
did waltz up the Bermuda rood by moonlight, just to see how Arenbourg 
slept under the pale blue canopyof a star spangled sky. It was 
lovely, .and somehow the vast business that had come to an end 
all around the globe an hour or tow before somehow in my mind 
ushered ,in an era that would see the ground work for'-arenbourg 
set in motion, and I was happy, because in my heart I was not alone 
in the pleasure of anticipating suoh a prospect. 

It is curious how the little episodes of our daily lives 
somehow loom so much larger than the vast doings on a grand but 

remote stage.In spite of the knowledge that a thousand 

vattleships would no longer pour forth their braodsides and that 
several million men would sleep out the night in peace, my mind 
was often turning toward El Paso^ where about now Harold M Q2 iere and 
his family are traveling toward G a ififornTa. 

u arold has for years been in charge of the Melrose garage. 

His two children, about 8 and 10 years old, are about as fair 
as children without negro blood. Last year ^arold and Margaret 
decided that as heirs of the old 18th century “arquis de Meziere 
and a whole flock of Cane River gentry, they could not bring 
themselves to send their children to school with ebony faced 
negroes. Accordingly their minds turned to California where' 
the children could get an education without such degarding, - as 
they felt, associates. Accordingly they closed their business, - 
or rather turned it over to another man to operate the garage, 
and so, on Sunday, headed out toward the Golden West. 

V * I 

, (over) 


I 
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How that the war is over before they reach the California line 
it is very doubtful if they are able to cross that barrier. And 
even though they may get through, they will probably head into an 
unemployment situation that will make it impossible for Harold to 
get a job for quite a while, since, I believe, California has 
some quite rigid laws about local workers getting jobs before new - 
comers are given any. 

So naturally one cannot keep from thinking of this little caravan 
as it crosses the great American desert, What with the rest of 
the world dlerioub with joy that the main problem is over and 
none with, these pilgrims must have quite another set of emotions 
stemming from the uncertainties that (bust trouble their peace of mind 
aB they journey along toward a future so beclouded with financial 
, doubts, - and all based on imponderables that few if any can 
fatham, '.That a lot of tangles a mixture of races and prejudice 
can weqve. • , 



-esterday, although it was pretty hot and humid, I spent 
most of my day at physical labor, devoting myself for the most 
FJf; f arde ^ £ ® japonicas. Already the oamelllias are forming 
their buds. which will blossom next January a nd February, . I have 
but a few call my own, and whioh will eventually find their way to 
«renbourg. Of the gardenias, there are a greater number, and I am 

en ? ug l to £ av ® s0ra9 P eet raoss to put around the stems of 
Doth these plants. Peet moss makes a good fertilizer, but it is 
even more valuable as a holder of moisture, so that it retains 
the dews and damps that gather nightly and feeds the plants during 
tne Hotter part of the day. I am giving an eye to cannas, too, 
which thrive mightily in these parts, and I .think we, should have 
r arg0 round plot of them somewhere in the garden. Usually 
he bannanas take care of themselves, and I am experimenting to see 

J*?* °i, ray P lants ar ® the sturdiest, so that they may be transported 
druing the winter, too. Just one big old dump of them will give 
a very pleasant tropical effeot, l think, and probably in the Sast 
garden, and not on the terrace which 1 think ought to remain rather 
formal,, - being devoted mostly to greensward and magnolias. 

^hen Fugabou, Jack and 3xra get to rolling their traotors on 
the terrace this autumn, 1 think I shall have them operate them 
witn a view to dropping thfe terraoe about a foot or a foot and a 
half, say about 26 or 30 feet from where the gallery of the maison 
ae la reine will be situated, ,J? his will aftBord an opportunity to have 
a roUnu jet on the first terrace, immediately in front pf the 
gallery, and at the same time provided for a smooth grass plot 
on a lower level, - seemingly to parallel the smooth eurfape of 
the water some 10 feet lower and to the “est, while at the same 

lowering of the tapis vert oan be accomplished, it will 
give tne effect of raising la maison de la reine to greater height 
and so enchanoe the effect of rustic‘grandeur which it may eventually 
embody, forgive all these details, but 1 cannot .resist discussing 
them with one who will share the eventual effects... 


H 


•August 16th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service • • 

A letter from little Miss Robina in yesterday's post 
constituted the sum and substanoe of personal news from the outside 
world. Miss ^sblna has been ill for a couple of months, and 
i8 only now back at her office. 

She made inquiry regarding GUMBO YA YA, a book which w^s stirred 
up under Federal patronage when Lyle was head of the ’.Triter s Project 
in ^ew Orleans. “s I understand it, it is scheduled to appear 
, . .October 28th. Lyle says it has much to do about garbage heaps in 
New Orleans and that it will infuriate a lot of people. I believe 
he and Sddie Dryer edited it. Once the thing was partially set up 
in type, I think either by Oklahoma or Houghton Mifflin, and then 
shelved. I don't know who* is bringing it out at long last, and 
I think I shall not be much interested in the item. 

Last year, when Lyle was on the State payroll for $6,000.00 
he claims to have proof-read the thing. In doing that, he olaims 
he generously paid off his indebtedness to Louisiana for the 
six thousand he got as State Historian. Of oourse that makes 
no sense at all. Louisiana had nothing to do with Gumbo Ya Ya, as 
that manusoript was written on Federal time and pay, and was more 
than a thing of the past,when Lyle left WPA, - or it left him, - and 
he went on to another job. He will receive nothing from whatever 
dividends it may make, since from the beginning it was bourght and 
. paid for by the Federal u overnment. There that matter stews up to 
now. 

Up to the present writing, we have not heard from him direot 
since he left here in June. *wo days after his departure, the Madam 
sent him.a couple of packages, one of which was a red dressing robe 
of mine, whioh was kind of her, but which she now regrets. So do I. 

Madam V/enk saw him a week ago in Hew Orleans and says he is just 
fine, putting on weight, and flying about the city madly. And 
none of that, of course, makes any sense, although, by some miracle, 
it may all be true, - a broad•statement whenever applied to anything 
in that direction. 

'• (over) 


% 


\ 

I 
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I find myself thinking of you so often this week, especially 
in regard to the calls you must have to attend the sick, not to 
mention the normal course of celetrations which were probably 
attendant upon the Japanese fold up, 

• t ' 

locally, our patient appears to improve physioally, although 
there is still quite a bit of enjoyment in the hold over of ill 
health. Miss Kate Perkins will leave here on Friday, ^rom then 
on out, until the next up set, the lady i the big house will be alone 
from folindg up time, - about an' hour before sundown, until the 
servants arrive around late dawn, last year, it was the heart that 
gave the worry, this year it was the arthritis. How neither of 
those things s^em to be remembered, but general dissatisfaction at 
not having died a year ago seems to be the tune by which sympathy 
is most likely to be acquired, and that tune is played out for all 
it is worth, but usually more in the morning than any other time. 

I take this to be the results of codine whioh may or may not 
be taken nightly. Of course if one folds up one's beard at 6 plm,, 
after spending the day on the sofa, it is only natural that by 
3 or 4 a‘.m,, one would be slept out. Then the codine comes in to 
play, and 1 suppose its after effeots linger on. Afternoons seem 
to be the brightest time of the day. <' 

t V ‘V V t 

Your friend, n a'rnett *"ane, came through with a letter the 
other day. I thought 1 had rais-placed it, but I find it 
among* my treasors here on my desk, so 'you may figure out why he 
penned it. I don't know’, since usually there is some ulterior 
motive behind what he does. -Perhaps he is expecting to spring 
something shortly and this is a wedge opener. I notice he does not 
acknowledge receipt of the check sent him in our last letter, covering 
his forth coming opus. 

As I recall the contents of his. letter, I think at the time it 
• was read, he war perhaps fishing for a crack about la bag johnston. 

He will be disappointed. Xhfere is also another interesting angle - '— 
in the letter. He speaks of "the photographer”, who has had difficulty 
in taking the Melrose shots. ’.That photographer. Gerta nily not la 
bag, am just wondering if the' ’tfestwick person, here a few weeks 
ago, could have masqueraded as la Johnston’s assistant, taking 
picture for her whereas in reality, he was taking them for "little 
Hornet . "ell, i don t care how'it was, but obviously fchere was 
something curious about the thing. 

It rained again yesterday, making the cotton taller and less 
* l®ss productive of’tLe staple. It damped the ardor of many 

local friends, too, people who had planned t6go to the opening 
of Ht. u athew's "So-say-shun meetings. I want to go Friday night 
to hear the sermons. I think I have remarked that it is the 
local custom to bury people when they die and to preach a eulogy 
at So-say-shun tine, - taking a day out to do a thorough job to 
cover eaoh individual case. These services are usually quite 
good, we must eventually attend them jointly. 
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August 17th at Melrose. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

Y7e seem to be getting close to illustrating that line from 
"Oh, What a Beautiful ^orning". ■‘•‘he daily showers have 
stepped the obtton up to such a point that there are fields 
I of it higher than my head, which, X suppose, brings it 

about even with "an elephant's eye”. Such rank growth means 
that the energies are going into the plant rather than 
the furit which normally would be ready for gathering, but 
which is no where near ready at this late date. Cotton picking 
started August 14th last year, I'm afraid it will be the 
1st of September this year, and the whole business is likely 
to be of short duration. 

But all this dampness has in no way diminished the 
activities of "So-say-shun". X passed that way yesterday 
momentarily. The church was gaily decorated for the occasion. 
Lace Curtains, - of all things, graced each window, and 
its or their newly sfctarohed stif ness was augmented by the 
beautifuly is somewhat gaudy deep blue crepe paper festoons than 
swirled about all the openings and twined across the 
front of the pulpit and depended from the rafters. It was 
about 10 a.m., and already the ladies were busy frying 
fish and ohicken outside, and the gentlemen were loitering 
about, talking much and laughing plentifully, in double anti¬ 
cipation of impending festivities and food. 

Later in the morning, while at the post office, a 
delegation arrived, to ask me if I would speak to the 
"So-say-shun" on Friday, selecting as I might, both the 
subjeot to be exhausted and the time as it might please me. 

I don't know how today's program here will work out, and so 
I cannot say if I will accept their invitation or not. But 
I shall always appreciate their gesture of good will in this 
direction. 

Your letter was the only one arriving in the post, 
as I discovered, following the departure of the delegation. 

There was an unposted letter, however, from the Mazurettes, 
asking me to come by Little River Farm and break bread with 
them. I think I shall not make it on Sunday, but may 
have a go at it during the coming week, - what with the 
assurance of a full moon and the promise of Revival meetings 
being held at »t. Augustine's on Little River, during the 
week, too. 
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At this point, I can't resist making one of my 1305 

inimitable maps showing the relation between Gene and Little 
River and the several Churches, which you will note herewith 
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Now that you are oonsumed with jealousy over my 
cartographic accomplishments, - all of which must make 
this Churoh location just as dear as mud, I shall 
leave it alone for this sitting, 

I was frankly enchanted with your letter, and 
delighted, of course, that.the week end offered a respite 
from the usual hubbub. How good it must have been to drink in 
some of the grandeur at the Lletropolitan. After an absence 
of several years from the plaoe, I am a little startled when 
I begin cataloging what I would like to visit first when in 
that area againTow or three paintgins of no great pretension, 
those couple of 18th century rooms on the first floor, - to 
the right of the entrance, some where off in the direotion of 
the Egyptian department, the Pompeiian patio and one or two 
late 18th early 19th items on the floor just up ther 
stairs there by the entrance to the patio. These seem to be 
the u ings I want to do first, - sandwiching in the basement restau 
rant in between, - to absorb a sandwich of food and to absorb 
some art stuff in my mind while slowly sipping a cup of tea. I 
have long felt that the restaurant in a museum was about the 
best individual addition that was ever made, and follwoing that, 

I think a restful summer house where cold drinks and hot ooffee 
are served, would enchanbe thepeaoe and restful ness of many 
a cemetery, I have long wanted to institute such a business 
in the ^atohez cemetery, for as everywhere else, some attempt is 
made at keeping a cemetery pretty, but no provision is made 
for anything but the eye of the visitor to the city f the 
dead, **nd for me, i can commune with the departed and spend 
much more time among their headstones, if a place were available 
where l could retire from the heat of the summer and cold of the 
winter, refreshing myself the while, as 1 contemplated a lot of 
names and particulars which I had encountered on my preliminary 
tour and which I would investigate further, were it possible 
for me to refresh the inner man momentarily. 

I shall be so interested in learning how your patient 
is making it and how you ore making a go of the several 
demands upon your time and energy. Both for his sake and 
yours, I am hoping the ordeal may not be long, and that 
you may not use up the reserve energy whioh you built up while 
sojourning in the Mt. "adison area, 

^uring this time of pressure, I pray you not to 
attempt correspondence, for it is ever so much better that 
you conserve every moment for the demands that are bound 
to be made upon you. You know I will always understand. «.,.»• 
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Sunday, August 19th „ 1945. 


Llemoralnduifl to dipping Service: < 

< As a matter of oonvenienoe, I shall refer to the enclosure first 
off. After all, it vaguely suggests business, - or an absence of it,- 
and it is always nioe to get business over and out of the way first. 

jj'or the most part, I find the letter good, * not only f° r 
its friendly spirit but also for the report on the sale of some of 

Slemenoe's items. 

On the other hand, 1 regret Hiss Ramsey's continued illness. 

Also. and ! added to the illness, I regret the somewhat uncertain 
timing of the next visit to Oane River, and, - or do I imagine it, 
the feeling that her visit will not be alone. 

e 

The artist and the negro, - and very often they are the same thing, 
always require infinite patience, on the part of people geared . 
differently, so fat as any element of timing goes. I wanted pictures 
of last week’s "So-say-shun" and the proceeding week s baptisin 
and this week’s revival services, - none of which we are to get 
so far as this year is concerned. But also I wanted a recording made 
of the picking and ginning of the,cotton, - and ootton isn ^ re8 fy . 
as yet, so in sacrificing religion, the promise is held out for industry. 

October will do fully as well if not better than August for the 
pictures of The Little Mansions. October is still in the offing. 

For my‘business, and for my methods of working, I can do better 
with one bag on my hands for that business than two. omehow I 
gather that 1 may have to re-adjust my methods, however, and work at 
the matter with two, rather than one. In the Natchez area where 
the social angle enters into a lot of undertakings, - at least the 

way I handle it, I can readily secure all kinds of invitations for 

two people. But I am unaccustomed to getting cares for theee. ie 

•haps it will do me good to have to try my hand at that. 

Confidentially too, I am wondering if up to now the photographic 
work may not have been done in a large-part by U iS8 Ramsey and if the 
text hasn't received a lot of attention from la Baldwin. This is 
luch a hunoh and probably has no foundation for suoh an assumption. 

Still, 1 am’wondering, and if so, would I do better to encompass 


ill 1 I . •*> dill WvliUW A - - - — 

my communications on the latter point with la Baldwin rather than 
exclusively with la damsey. , • « . 

Well, all these things are merely, epeoutlations, and they don't 
matter much, - and I can easily re-adjust myself to meet any such 
requirements. It was interesting .i* 1 the letter that from ^he 
absence of any 1 reference to it, the manuscript on Gnna diver which 
I had mailed' a couple,of weeks ago to Marshall t had not oome to 
hand. Perhaps ‘it wasn't forwarded to ftaco. i 












T 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 

PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


v «r* t 
i ;T 


1308 


hav.i asked about that, / 

. Wall* that is all ,1 have to say on such points for the 
moi ent, and now I shall got on with something else. 

"3o-say-shun" was a great sucoess. The days were hot, 
as they should have been. The nights were soft and warm, with an 
ample moon, shedding just enough light to make the lights, shinning 
through the ohurch windows seem entirely artificial and unnecessary, 
with something of the same quality that the R. J .A. building used to 
.. have at 5 o'clock in the winter time, when viewed from 48th street, 
the whole gray mass of mansonry, pin-pointed with golden windows, looked 
ever so much like a canvas of gigantic proportions, stretched against 
the pale blue back -drpp of the northern sky, • I always felt that 
sometime some stage hand would inadvertently stumble against the 
thing and that you would see wave after wave ripple* from the base to the 
top, as the thing vibrated in the air. That's the way s t. ^athew's 
setting seemed, but raxx horizontally and not vertically, - and 
in a duskier, softer glow. 

m , * - V i ** t t A * ‘ ‘ * 

■fc'rom within the ohurch seeped the sound of muffled voices and the 
swell of singing, mixing marvelously with the sounds of talk and laughter 
of those on the outside, sauntering about or chatting in knots about 
the little booths where- fried fish, fried o'hicken, coffee and Coca-Cola 
was vising with elegant hamburgers, reinforced with generous slabs 
of onions and "chow-chow" and supplemented with suoh drinks as "coolie" 
and furit based concoctions. Beer and whiskey found its customers away 
in the shadows, but that was bootleg stuff and not generally patronized 
saved by the more robust and rowdy. Children , forever on the move, 

, labarynthed their sucrrying ways about automobiles parked in any old 
fasiona, never shouting but always making subdued little calls that 
melted into the general tenor of other and more mature but equally 
velvety tones On ocoasion, when playing the Reading Machine, I have 
caught rayeelf paying not the slightest attention to the content of the 
book being read but merely being soothed by the smooth voioe that has 
oeen reading.it, iSven so, at St. Mathew's, even the occasional 
harsh or pathetio sentences that one caught passing by in the dark seemed 
of value, not for,their meaning but for their quality of voice, - 
harsh things, such as:"Man you out my tires, and I fcust you mouth" or 
Come qn Junior, mama say pap's drunk and us-es got to help him home." 

And somehow all this mixture of emotions and money making and food 
dispensing and pursuit of religion and love^andappetite, seems to 
be about the same nicety of balanoe that I thought the whole world needs 
a feeling I experienced so strongly this morning after hearing the 
program substituted for Invitation to Learning. If you .had the good 
fortune to be tuned in, I have no doubt you also felt that too much 
have we all tended to put everything in life into separate braokets - 
learning, living, science, education, religion and so on. **rom what 
the gentlemen on the ai'r said, I never felt so much how we would do 
well to wrap thep all together, recognizing soienoe rs a hand maiden 
and helper and at the same time part and parcel of all 't'e other 
pursuits, which, if kept together, and utilized by all, might serve all 
magnifioiently, and yet if each were kept piggeon holed, and separate 
the individual and the universe might well fall apart. 
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VIell I certainly have been carrying, on way beyond anything 
I realized untU thd end oi the page celled it to my attention 
and so I shall turn to something else. - , 

i think I may or may not have remarked that they have big 
old machines - bull-dozers, or some such word they are called, 

» Sowing on the new road being constructed across ttelroee to 

the^'floodB^oreedNfeee' mbnstexa%o°fie.f ta 5o«^they A a-re\Bafc 

Sms ««n 53S-i2.iT «n"S 

properties near here. 

And the reason I mention all this is the fact that in piking 

to one of the men in charge of these t’ need one 

I might be able to borrow one a little later, if I need o . 

V/hat 1 have in mind is to straightBn the terrace at Arenbourg 

S& the'aid^of^the WSSHS* l S Jj soil okthe 

terrace oan be pushed into thSse empty spaces on ^I 

«ive formality to the edge of the terrace, but at the same time 
it will offer an opportunity to create a lower level, between the 
pLht Of the maison de la reine and Uncle Uore-stone ■ s, effectively 

eliminating the cance of any rain ater ever formal^ 8 ’ 

and at the same timq giving a very pleasant variatio n the ror.i l 

lines of the terr ce itself. 

I should much like to measure out the terrace, just to see 

HrlTeZT,’ «nldTo t, at 

till 

for fire wood, eto. 

But there will be ample ;time for these little investigations and 

it is oleasant to think that the big old machines, ^chore 

for r old making., can be pressed into service to do a little chore 

that may be classed under the title of gardening. 

Of course the Melrose tractors can stir up the:c°aj ■ Ln S into 
Me nlace and attend to a hundred little minor jobs, ^ut the . * 

important “ the road thing, - the machine, I mean, ie the fact that 
vioq tviiq airantic power to get behind a mountain of dirt and 
push it any old place, which, in this instance, will be right up 
to the brink of the terraoe itself. 
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Hiss Kate left Saturday. Today we are alone, save for 'the 
family. Tomorrow Mrs. -rtand and Mrs. Pattison will be up the road 
at *'renchies Gamp, - which adjoinS St. Mathew’s, and so I reokon 
they will be at ^elrose quite a bit. 

I .am going to pray the ladies to pass by here on evening, while 
I take that opportunity to mount my oharger and have supper with 
Charles and Ida H azU rette on Little River Farm, - returning to St. 
Augustine's Churoh for a revival meeting along about first moon light, 
and thenoe home about midnight through the pecans groves between here 
and Little ^iver bridge. 

• s > : ^ - - ' ■‘v 1 w l .* 2 ■ 

A 'his is certainly a hodge-podge letter, but you will over-look it, 
I hope. A nd please just dispose of the Waco number, as I have no 

need for it,......,.. 

• ^ v-' • ,r « • i . w ■ . • » - • ....... vi t i 

I reckon about vednesuay or Thursday will see me returning home by 
the midnight moon. I shall be alone, and yet, on second thought, 

I can't say that I shall be, not quite. 







•t 
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August 21st, 1945. 


Memorandum to '-lipping Service; 

To hand a fine report, and I am conscious of having skipped 
reference to the receipt of some communications and enclosures, - all 
of which have meant so much to me, but some of whioh I have neglected 
to mention specifically. I reckon my failure must in part be due 
not so much to my lack of appreciation as to the fact that 
sometimes my acknowledgements are made between interruptions, so 
that things I have in mind to mention are sometimes passed over under 
the assumption that I have already touched upon them in a foregoing 
paragraph, whereas in reality they have merely "crossed my mind" 
as Ulemence would say, and, have not been really spoken of. And- speaki 
ing of Glemenoe reminds me that the clipping covering the Waoo Show 
• came to hand nicely, as did the aokno-lodgement of the photos, and I 
am glad that you enjoyed all so much. 

» V ; ' • • ['y. Z . I : V ’ I ' » . ' 

Your reference to the architectural construction, as rev aled 
in the photograph of Mr. Brew and me on the front gallery really 
struck me as remarkable, - the evidence that' nothing escaped 
your notice. The upright beams you mention, as you have already 
guessed, are placed along at interval, and between these uprights the 
mud is chunked in, forming the insulating quality which tends to 
keep this type of house so warm in the winter and codl in the 
summer. It is interesting that more and more this type of 
construction is being employed by contemporary building tendencies, 
and although somewhat varied in its application, many a new home in 
the Texas area especially is or are incorporating these principles. 

Mesdames Rand and Pattison oame to Cane River on sohedule 
yesterday. After the Madam folded up last night, I put on my 
boots, for earlier it had rained heavily, and walked the Bermuda Road 
for 3 miles to call on them* They are located just beyond the fenoe 
, separating FrenoMe's camp from St, IKathew's Church, I took 
along the Childrun of Stranger^ article, and “*rs. Pattison read it 
and helped me fill in a couple of plaoes where interruptions had 
made some sentences a little jumbled.' 

4 ” . . # 1 

t ‘ ■ J •' < ♦ r - £i V 

They were kind enough to offer to drive me baok home, but 
I declined, preferring to navigate under my own steam, for the 
skies had Qleared and a big old moon was doin^ a great business. 

I was glid-to be alone, too because I was able to make use of the 
quiet to give some thought to what I would have to say tonight when 
I shall be asked to speak at the revival meeting on Little «iver. 

•*" '* . , v * i / Y*' - ^ 

I shall mount my horse at 3 this afternoon and head out toward 
Little River, -toile crossing Melrose, I shall stop and talk with 
the bulldoozer crew, and disouss the matter of the terrace at Arenbour 
From there., I shall go on to Little River, stopping to talk a little 
with some of rny friends occupying cabins in the neighborhood of 
St. Gary's and *t. Augustine's houses of worship. That will give me 





















/ 



From the FRANCOIS HiGNON PAPERS, #f 1~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


rir.i 

+ - 4 * on Sunday and Monday nights, and so 
^He°a oZL" o» sermon the better. 


1313 


ssw. 

- - ft lor iennox ; ei9 ls 

u y patient seems to improv.too, although 
tall o? jteater lmpro T e re nt 3 ln o the -partmen ^ P ^ 

^^uToL'irthL^rea^daattlng^.shop^p^^nd.r. 'fluently 

“?*£? move ?s n r«-eote” 0l ?he 4 « ^ 

fact that when they do malro a round they will P al > 0 ut milk:9d 

In°one w H 7 *’^that™they have^ohtained^about^every thing they oan out 

wmmMmm*-. 

present mental processes are working. 

You are po' good as to o-ffer to ulness! so generous 

the Seahlng laohlne. I• appreelfrom your direction. 

g* thi^ ^ha^iednr/oSriaton Houge hoover and^iU ^ 
repairedm »w 'forh for. that offioe “J.JTf'Si* fI0 m her in so 

S’• ^ S0 a .s! T1 a 

.as £££?.£*' 

Madam hasn't pushed a pen in r Fh«v revive as readily 

appear 4 to b!\ little droopy as usual hut the, ■«£, t 4 

ll they slump, so themselves here. I must skip 

along 7 at ?hir r p P o r in?! a f yepjrt "s^eo^.artening^s^l^.our 

tonlght.^as I ofoarth^nmpeoanes groves. - thanhs to them... 


■MW 


al 
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August 23rd, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Bervioe: 

Yesterday was one of those days in which a million little 
non important things kept oropping up to keep me fromdoing anything 
hy way of correspondence, and the same thing has started ■today, altho 
though A am determined to dash off a line, even though it be entire y 
unsatisfactory. 

Tuesday night was perfect. I arrived at Li'tie Biver iarm a 
little after five and supped ever so pleasantly with Charles and 
Ida. with lots of good conversation on the gallery, immediately 
following. Tall glasses of ice tea did a lot to put just the 
prooer temperature and feeling of friendship about " a 

truly a very pleasant literary evening, and what with the extreme 
remoteness of its setting, it was doubly precious. 

"•long afcout first dark, 1 re-mounted my charger, and 
headed up the ^ittle Hiver road. The Western sky, 
screen of woods on the opposite bank, was amethyst, while 
end through the gray banners of Spanish moss the pearl L ray sty 
held pin points of. gold where more daring stars were already 
giving contrast to a'deepening wash of blue. - t 

In the half light-half dark along the road, I passed one 
or two friends on foot,*- sometimes a couple of men who had been 
fixing the foundations on St. ^ary’s, - then a man an ^ J w0 ^“* h din 
firewood in hand, returning from some chores in the woods, and .eadu g 
toward a belated supper in their cabin somewhere off on a siae 
road. 

"t first arriving at Bt. Augustine's, 1 though I had 
arrived too soon,’ But as I dismounted, two little boys, 
possible 12 or 14, came out of the shadows from nowhere and asked 
if they might tie my horse to the fence, ^ey could. 
both wearing hats, which seemed nioe because unnecessary, and 
white startohed linen coats. They said they had 1 Jg® *°J^how 
the church doors and to ring the bell. ><ould 1 lik ® 5? ad 

that was done and would l like to see the ohurch, newly arranged, 
"before the *everend Gillis and the other folks come ..I.would. 

A nd so we rang the bell and it sounded so loud in that 
auiet ue. oeful setting. And then we walked from the celfry at 
tie church doors toward the pulpit at the rear. Marvelous pools of 


9 


\ 
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Jtj" jnoonlight, streaming through the transparent panes, -made marvelous 
'and curious patterns as it fell aslant the pews and spilled over 
onto the floor, Iq lighted the kerosene lamp, and looked 
about the place. It looked nice, - plain, unpainted -'ood, a 
little different from when the ohurch was larger, as it was at 
high water in ^pril , when three cows died on the altar. 

. • . , Jl. .. 0 . 

Pretty soon people began arriving. Fir t some c ildren anpeared. 
■ l hey greeted me by name, although mu t confess I did not recognize 
them, ‘■’oon some ladies appeared, the first in a big polka dot dress, 
it seemed pale green and white, and on her feet she wore nothing. It 
was charming. x hen another big -hint Jemima in a mightily starohed 
skirt. I gasped a little from time to time as she stood by 
the gate and exchanged observations on life, for intermittently 
she would rel eve her mouth, filled with snuff, by turning her 
head §nd spitting in the dark. I was so<fearful wifh each 
spit that the stiffly.starched skirt might suffer, but I reckon 
long Experience on the part of the expeotorator guaranteed safety 
for the garment. 

*. • jjrfo - V A A ; A * J v'U J . ■ 1 1 ' -• 

"fter avyhile more people arrived and then "The Keverend" himself. 

_ * > 

£ y this time we had all chatted about a whole variety of things 
but mostly about the beauty of the night which was really*’almost 
too much like a Gustave ^ore or an Audrey -t>eardsely to'be believeable. 

* f 

Services started shortly. x 'he singing was good, the doings 
of the Hwverend was elegant, - colorful, withal and filled with 
lots of feeling & based on infleetion of voice more than profundity 
of thought, Eventually there was some thought given to the 
lord’s prayer. It had occured to me that that marvelous composition 
begins with - not your Father, not my father, - but regardless of 
situation, - "Our i’athQr”, and that seemed to please everyone, 

-4 

ten thirty the services were over. Phe ^hurch lamp was 
extinguished, the moon took over. No one was intent on rushing 
off, ju:t as though there would be no tomorrow too soon, «n d 
half thinking, half dreaming, we talked nonsense-as everybody 
drank in the new seen that the moon had created, as opposed 
to the pleasant enough picture so well know to everyone*in the day. 

It was midnight when I got back-to Melrose, A couple of dogs 
were under my house, barking at a pole cat, ®hev kept it up all^ 
night, and I was glad, because after a hot bathl was sleepy, but 
I wanted to keep awake to furthe my memories of the evening Just 
past, -had so even though I dozed from time to time, the racket 
underneath my bedroom floor was sufficient to waken w me from 
time to time, and I revelled in pleasant thoughts of how wonderful 
was the immediate date, and how doubly so when it could be delioiously 
shared.. 


August- 24th, 1945. 

Y • e 

Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

•» ■ • 'A i • . • * * a r * • ’*' 

x o hand your splendid report, and my thanks for all particulars. 

In the case of your patient, I am so sorry that his situation 
is.not moving along so successfully. If not already, he may eventually 
sink to lower levels, I fear. Sometimes the will power can accomplish 
such wonderful,recuperations that one is quite unable to predict anything 
in regard to such personalities. I must say quite frankly, however, that 
in the past, I have often remarked that the worst patients in the 
world are those whose health has always been good. Just as 
transplanting some types of trees.gives them additional * strength, so 
an occasional illness" in the individual seems to give me power to 
rqsist serious illness to a greater degree than one who has never 
know a sick day. I am not sure if your patient is in the latter class, 
but sor ehow 1 feel ,he is one who has al ays enjoyed comparatively good 
health. -That i 3 the case with mine, and in consequence t any severe 
illness seems to topple her over much more completely than would one 
who somehow over the years had built up resistance to the minor shocks 
of secondary illnesses, and so be able to be resist the major ones 
when they appear. , 

From the present appearanoe of things at this point, it 
would seem that Mrs. ^and and Mrs. Pattison will return to Alexandria 
on Sunday, putting things in order in that place during the following 
week, and then return here about September 4th or 5th, picking up 
my patient and whisking her away to hot Springs for two or three 
weeks. I am hoping this may be accomplished, for it would be of 
the greatest benefit ,to all, but I consinder (consider) the whole thing 
as merely a possibility. At the moment, it appears assured, but 
until it*is an actuality, it is frought wilh all kinds of dis¬ 
appointments. 

• 

hid I mention in a recent report that the Wenks have rented 
an office in Shreveport, as from January 1st, 1946, and that 
they are currently engaged in searching for a home in that oi ty while 
offering their ^loutierville menage for sale. It goes without saying 
that everyone in' these parts is enchanted at the move, and the only 
regret is that it could not be to a greater distance. 
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Yesterday was a full-up day in the pilgrim department and 
I accomplished very little otherwise than keeping things moving along 
socially, and so setting aside my own work on this machine until well after 
the full moon had risen. J ust hout mail time, - and I had been busy 
as a bee up until then, - Rr. and Mrs. Knipmayer oalled, I 
greeted them, and turned them over to the Maoam, while I established 
contact between the Alexnadria ladies and Paynie, and then turned 
to a Captain ^andry, living on the river in a camp. He had a half 
dozen ribs shaved off, a lung removed and heaven knows what else, - 
and among other things he is unable to sit, being forced to either 

Stand.- qxJLLq. niown. - - - -- - - --—-—— 7 --- 

FollowiHfc those uni iportant but time-taking contacts, a & roup of 
ladies came from Alexandria to oali with la Rand and la Pattison, and 
I thought, to afford the Mauam some regt by undertaking a tour of 
lie brevelle, - Celine's, the Francois Robiaux house, the old Narcisse 
^rudhonme place, £tc. , and po b.-cl: to the oamp, where la R. and 
la P. fodtfd that rs. band's daughter had arrived with 0 child or two, 
and her son, - ifi the *rrny, had driven in with a youth, - one 
John ^orris, of, ^o’rristoyvn, a, -4, who was touring, and thence did I 
institute another tour, so that young Mr. Rand oould call on the 
Madam while I did a tour for the rest, - concentrating on “elrose. 

Ihank n eavens that today, - I think, I hope, may he devoted 
exclusively to some writing, for following some work last night, I 
took a long,' long walk, and stirred up half a dozen ideas I want to ;et 
down on paper. 


Yhile returning home, alon c a: out mid night, I passed hy 
sleepi.v -»renbourg. I thought of your question regarding the possibility 
of butterfly lilies there, There will be billions, ^nd as I contemplat¬ 
ed the loycJut, across the ootton patch between me and the river, it 
Somehow seemed os though every stalk somehow transformed itself’into 
a new order and grant castors of fragrn t white flowers unfolded at the 
top Of every 3talk. Bu tterfly lilies w ill do vpry wall ..at 
there 'are plenty oT places for th$m,~ and we shall make the most of 
the situation. - a feW bulbs, a few gardenias, a few japonicas, a billion 
butterfly lilies, - and all the rest of the .flower kingdom cun just 
push in ’ hd find -space for its individual members, - b t not at 
the expenses of t ose others whose priority is assured,, don‘t you think? 


August 88th, 1946, 


Memorandum- to Clipping Service; ' f 

waa+tt until Tuesday - I believe that is the break'in this 
correspondence^ U Is food to be nithin reach of a t ;P enrlter a^ain. 
and so feel the additional flow of thought. 

just before noon on Iridayk, a telephone from the Orescent City 
announced that Old Man River would arrive here at 8 f g.J. H ® 
urrived at 10:30. being a passenger in Mrs. Spofford s car, rne 
lldv who lives in-Hew Orleans, heading on the pext morning for 
Shreveport, where her husband maintains their home, although the 
wife for years has works in -^ew Orleans. 

Such an advent, of course, makes understandable the sudden 
gap in reports. 

a p fOT the gentleman, he presented a remarkable appearance- 
looking stronger^and healthier than he did 5 or 6 years ago - steady 
™ hi^feet disdainful of licquor and manifesting a desire for food 
that was astonishing. He walks with steady stride and appears to be 
nossessed of all his former faculties. And just to think las !' 0> ,-,_ 

nid-June he was such a wreck. I make no explanation of t is remarkable 
transformation, for I understand it not at all. 

’ The most striking thing he did on his departure Monday afternoon,- 
.. mturninp this wav from Shreveport to ew Orleans, was to pack 

up 6 a 1 number of his most prized possessions,- decanters, statues, glassware, 
etc and this gesture means, * assume, that so far as he is 
Se?iid, “elrose“is less and less a possibility as a future abode. 

The week end was quite busy, with the Madam's 
fnotor in the whole hurly-burly, since she continues to divide her time 
between ?ed and sofa, ilk ^nd and Mrs. Pattison *%£*** 

here and Lyle read to them and otherwise entertained, ^lif Byrd n 
Suy ^al?ers came down from Shreveport, and with this assortment 
the ^loutierville family came by, -both Saturday and Sunday, as did 
four of Miss Robina's friends from ^nrevoport who, - lo. - brought 
Miss Robina wit. them. A 'he latter group arrived after Ulouti I !^ i li® 1 ; . 
had left and their visit was not long. It was good to see Miss *obina 
a«ain - at least it was good for me, but the Madam has complaine 
pver since her departure about how disagreeable she always was to Si^. e 
?I thf velrs gone by. 1 take it as a matter of course that so fur 
a8 that^friendship of years standing may not/ be set down as ompletely 
< r .r.rfhi eqs and orob: bly never to be resumed, - unless our patient s 
attitude is greatly altered shortly. I shall moice' tio’ 'further effort to 
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keep the ground well ploughed in order that the seeds may re¬ 
germinate, If three or four years of effort has terminated in nothing 
hut critism and complaint, then obviously I have had very little success 
in trying to kee alive something that wa of the greatest value to the 
Madam, 1 think. 

As for the Madam herself, she is scheduled to leave here on 
Tuesday, September $ interrut pi on) , - Tuesday, September 4th for 
Sot Springs . 

Because of their friendship, Mrs. Rand and Mrs. Pattison, - and 
especially ^rs. Hand, have arranged to got with her to spend about 
21 days with her, in hopes that the change may accomplish what staying 
at home has not. I think it very noble of them' and withal quite an 
undertaking, without much promise of pleasure for this three week 
jaunt £ rom Rio came a letter, - handwritten, from the boy friend. 

There wasn't so much of it that could be deciphered, it was so 
characteristically scrawled. I do gather, however, that on 
the 1st of ^eptebber he will leave for the Embassy in Chile where he 
will remain f 6 r a number of months, at least, awaiting,'I assume, the 
results of elections at hdme which will do much to determine where 
next he may be located. There was some news of old friends whom he 
saw once more after his recent visit- there, but the thing was so 
miserably penned that no one, - and several tried, could make out 
much of the particulars. I shall respond'my requesting that a typewriter 
be employed in furutre communications, if any. 

he Seemed worried for fear his furniture might be causing in¬ 
convenience &3 a storage item. I shall set him at rest on that point. 

* s soon as there is a place for it in Arenbourg, I shall move it there, 
for it will serve in a utilitarian capacity, and ultimate return of it 

to its owner will be the more readily accomplished if handled from that 
pla ce, 

The unexpected arriva’l of old man river, throwing me beyond 
the reach of this machine, has of course stalled all co-'jnunications and 
so I must knock off a letter to Betty Smedley immediately, relative’ 

;, he " 1<3rnen 'Je She in ^ustin, and elsewhere in Texas, under the auspice 
of tne Texas Carden *lub. I had threatened to forward such a letter 
&I ? e8 ’ ?°F ^e-mailing, in or.er that he might enclose publicity, 

S1 ?° e ~ haV ? fa * lea to do thls » 1 suppose old Oklahoma must be 
^uii of »vonaer in the sudden halt of communi cat ions. 

It hasn t rained at Melrose for two days, and what with a 
^ood sun during that period, the cotton, I imagine, ‘is ooening nicely 
according to the radio this morning, however, a big wind is headed this 
way from'Houston, where 9 inches of rain-fell within a few hours 
^ an inc - h of r&in is 9 ‘iuall 'to 60 tons to the acre' - 

is -^tiil^ereTt 1 ?? 5$,* 1 Stil l d ° n V 11 ™ Precisely how much that 
V ’ t0 * g11 on arenbourg? I reckon it would 

be sufficient for us to get out our’ p rasols and sandles. 

the morrow, 1 shall refer to subjects mentioned above but 
in greater detail 1 . I just want to gat this going by air mail to 

ooLunicSions!! at "° thln6 W«9iflterly has Interruptea ths ueual 
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August 2Sth, 1945, 


Memorandum to dlippin^ Service; 

It certainly is ^ood to be within reach of the typewriter again, 
for that means an uninterrupted flow of thought and feeling. 

There is one bad feature about giving a summary of events 
covering several days, and that is because on succeeding days, when 
one has in mind’ to elaborate on certain points, one t forgets what has been 
reVnsrked upon in the first brief sketch, and so is likely to ropeat 
too much. But 1 shall hazard a chance. 

•First off, ^ assume F may have mentioned that old man river 
took fedst of his belongings from here, save some books, some 
pictures arfd some papers. I suppose, these will go next. 

I may h.- ve mentioned that he ..rought three or four chapters with 
him from the hook on which inx he is supposed to be currently at 
work. I believe these were the chapters he mentioned during his former 
visit. He road them to Mrs. Rand and Mrs. Pattison. He rend them to 
Miss -‘■obina. He read them to the Madam. He read themto me. Everyone 
seemed to agree that they lacked his old time punch. They seemed to me 
and to others to,have much to much about the services rendered him by 
his servant; - "And so J oe, having put oe into my shoes and overcoat", 
"and so ‘Joe, having put me into my socks”, and " "so Joe having fixed 
my tie", etc;, etc. Then, too, in one chapter there seemed to he 
two stories, entirely uhrel'ated, beginning,with one tale, breaking off 
in the middle to tell another full story, and thence bftek to finish up 
the first. 

He remarked to M iss ^obina that although,his body has slumped, he 
was now back on his feet alright, and "thank u od, my mind was never 
effected". Well, as Fred •'“■lien is want to remark: "That is a matter 
of opinion, 0f course only the future will tell if the reformation 
is complete, and in the event that it.is, if there is enough left of 
creative vigor to enable him to do anything. -After this past week 
and his greatly altered improvement, - or rather his greatly altered 
appearance, in the right direction, I should he surprised at.nothing. 

rt ith the departure of all the guests on Monday, Tuesday dawned, 
with new ones arriving, - Stephen ^arrent, the Madam's brother, ooming 
up from New Roads fo spend a ddy or two. . , . • •’ 

* * . . •'* i I 1 • a .0 -.tti 

Yesterday's post brought letters from Mrs. Fattison, saying that 
all plans are in order for hr arrival with Mrs. Band this coming 
Monday evening, whereupon, after spending the night, the three ladies 


I 
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will take off for Hot Springs. a o be it. 

There was a letter from Hiss Robina. j enolose it herewith 
although the Madam had torn it in two. 

The Times Picayune carried an account of a murder near Baton 
Rouge of an elderly lady, - a Mrs. Cheatham Stanley, whom the Madam 
and Ryle } ia d known quite well. I never knew her. It seems to be 
something of a mystery in the thing, but it is not likely to 
be any Goat u astle thing, since the reason that was so remarkable - 
aside from the unsolved mystery, was what it revealed by way of curious 
ways of life in a plaoe frequently mentioned as ’'The Heart of the 
Old South". 

I must eventually get off a letter to Miss Ramsey or Miss 
Baldwin, - or both, and J know not where to send Hi SS Ramsey’s, since 
I am etill uncertain if she is.in Naoo or Marshall. I have heard 
nothing since the letter from Mrs. Baldwin which was forwarded to you some 
time back. Seme of those people must have had ancestors living 
in a atchez, since no one in that plaoe seems to do much ‘about corres* 
pondence. I am wondering what has happened to Rhodes, for her 

letters seem to be out of circulation, too. 

Having been so closely tied down with guests, I have lost all 
contact with what goes on in the cabins. It is rumored that one or 
two people are starting to pick cotton, although the continued sprinkles 
and damps hold off developeraent of the staple and the gin will 
probably not be in full operation for another ten days or two weeks. 

I did hear last evening that St. Augustine's (on little River) 
plans an Anniversary session beginning about- September i'3th, - a 
Thursday, and reaching its high point and conclusion on Sunday 
September 16th. There will be much sermonizing, etc;, and possibly 
a modest baptizing thrown in. I must pass this news along to 
f aco and ftrshall, just in hopesJ If I read my calendar correctly 
a new moon blossoms forth about that time, and should the 
bulldoozer keep dry, the new road to little river should make 
commpnic tion with that plaoe easy. As I write these lines it 
occurs to me that among other "must" photographs on Miss Ramsey's 
next round should be a close up study of a negro laughing, in'close 
proximity to a very light mulatto. That illustration would the better 
Illustrate the magazine article and the Cane River book. ' 

It was noble of you to di cover the shrimp article and to share 
it .with me. I have been glad to see'the picture?, and I am hoping 
soon to get someone to read it to me. There are so many things to 
be undertaken. It also ocours to me that with Hot Springs to 
ex tend a? from the 4th to about the 26th, it would be a good time 
to have a guest or two, - especially the photogTophic department 
wherein there would be no demands for entertaining the usual hostess. 

Thanks again for all the -nice things that c me this way and on 
the morrow, 1 shall be back.. 
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-■ , August 30th, 1945. 

- - • ' < ‘ ■ •* * ‘ v ‘ • — “•' * < ‘ ■* ’ 

Memorandum to Clipping Service: « 

To hand your nice letter, and my thanks on no end of counts. 

I would especially express my appreciation to you for having 
taken time out to pass along the problems as revealed by the article 
concerning the Indianapolis w ommunity, wherein some effort - and 
apparently with grand intention and a measure of success, is being 
carried out. My reader was called away just at the time we had 
concluded the report, so I am as yet denied the pofceasure of reading 
the clippings about Mr. Kane. 

ITow that the war is over and unemployment will begin to be 
felt all over the country, this.matter of racial relations will , 
mo c t certainly cone to tho fore with a bang. The murder or 
Mrs. Cheatham Stanley near Baton *ouge, which I mentioned yesterday, 
has been solved, according to the papers. They say a 17 year old 
negro has'confessed. I hope it is not another Goat Castle business, 
wherein the only porBon ever convicted was an old negress who couldn t 
have possibly been present. But the Baton ouge murder is ^ast 
all that is needed to get the K. K. going strong. Tt^waemy , 
understanding, last January when there, that already oells of the uan 
were functioning. This episode should be enough to get thousands 
of members, and it will be difficult going until that hocus-pokus 
gets smashed. 

Sometimes I think how amusing one aspect of the Klu IHLux Hlan 
is in Louisiana, since they always declare they are pri arily after 
the Jews, the Catholics and the*Negroes. After all, yon lid 
Louisiana of those three elements and there wbuldn t he much 
for the Knights of the ^ight Shirt to work on. ~nd then on Cane 
^iver there are some poor cre&turcs v/ho could be subject to the , 
hatred of the K. Z. Zb. on fell three counts. Hymen Oohen, who lived 
down the river and some of tho Friedmans, living up tho river, have 
at times begotten mulatto children who have subsequently joiaftethe 
Catholic u huroh of St. *ugustin. That of course makes them both 
Jewish and negroid and Catholic- to boot, -/hat a frolic those 
I. K.K.s could have in such a set up. 

After remarking in yesterday's letter that we hand't heard from 
Mary in so long, it was coincidental that a letter ahould have 
come to hand in ihe succeeding post. It isn't especially interesting, 
but I send it along regqrdless. I do not want it back. 


• ill* 


(over) 























t 


1 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


on, | 



iUCJ 


1322 


How well do I reoall the number of tines Lyle promised to go 
to Eatchez, - ever since 1929, and never did quite arrive, I think 
iii a ry is beginning to be Justified in putting me in the same class, - 
I have scouted the possibility of coming so often and so often failed. 

I thought her reference to Edith Wyatt Moore, - "the little 
Corporal", was quite good. Frankly X had never thought of the oddness 
of a honeymooning couple receiving a telegram, announcing the birth o 
a grandchild, That is rather amusing. 

Isn't it strange that Ferriday should have remained on the 
water wagon so long, - 3 months, did she say? I mean to say that it 
is remarkable that., both Roane's problem child and ours should have gone 
sober on us at the same time. I must also confess that I am 
not at all sure, so far as getting along with such a person is - ' 

•concerned, that the change is for the best, so far as their sodial sense 

goes. . 

You will recall, I think, - getting back to M ary's referenoe to 
la Moore, that the wife of Col. ^awrenoe was burned to death in a 
fire in her garden in Baton 3 ouge last Spring. The beach Master 
to whom she refers, of course, is Pieroe. 

In your letter, you say that your patient continues t 6 live, - 
a faot which I think very remarkable, for X had thought he might not 
make it. But since ray own problem child foiled me, - as from Juno to 
August, in recuperative powers, - not to mention sobriety, I have given 
up°all thought of predicting. 

I am glad you are going to master the horseless carriage in 
ten easy lessons. I am sure you will do so, and I am perfectly 
delighted that you are undertaking it. Only please taken the ten 
easy lessons with a sympathetic soul, since otherwise it might lead to 
nothing so much as confusion. It is a splendid idea, and should 
you not do more than graduate at tfcis time, I offer some post graudate 
courses when Aronbourg- is established. It will be good to know 
how to operate those machines, and while I haven t touched one in ever 
so long, I sometimes think I should do a little driving just to keep 
my hend’in. In these remote rpads, I couldn't possibly bang into 
anything, an£ I can see well enough in going slowly to get around x 
perfectly well. 

I saw Clemence for a moment yesterday. She .tells me^ she has done 
a nice picture of two old ladies, one, oarding wool, the other spinning. 
I must get down to see that. She says Mary Frances has done something 
pretty, too, "a big old black boy settin' in a heap of cotton with a 
oow a-lookin* at him". I qertainly want to get at that one too. 

• „ I i # 

‘Must skip for pow. x hanks again for the nice, nice 
report, And don't foroe yourself to take pen in hand when so many 
demands are upon you and ten easy lessons are in the offing.. 
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A’LUEt 31 t, 1945. 


« j 

Mernor t adum to Clipping Service ^ - i 

leather reports at.best ere dull, but_ I mu.su remark o.. t 
-i-terd* 'beiim :heaom: ... 1 , .?as one of .11 Mue eny nu ,_r .. uell,, 
12'wiag runshiie, for the'.Li to Lent of full summer is dimini^M 
into s golden - w lory of udv. i/cing .utumn. 


The iiudua was woozy all d'V, .Having^taken both Baxbatol 
Cpdine dv.riT ^ the night, ap'd th aJtfev ejects o* «h_ for.iei 
see . to linear lon^. 

In the f tor no On I loomed that my friend .Bill Con. a _ ^8 Ibid up 

mi f- -u.- --*■» ~~ i-fiRtl on u-.Q 18U OU tO. 6 


il X wn-.w --* — — _ 

hi self an eight inch gash on tv.. lo^ on 

. < r* j ^ “i ,. r> fv I.ynt. h 


tod 


. t home h:.‘ T in out m .seTT au B—** -*• - 

tin at the lumber company in town. Bill, mu his two trovers, 

IS U »4 4888k. 1 o richest people of color on the river, 

their eev-ral hol'!ngc representing Shout- a third of a million 
or better. ' , 

( , O ' * 

Randolph spoke to me in the store, and told me o_ Bixl s 
accident, ! m 1 pressed a i;.x. to see him, u-.<dclph immediately 
offered transportation facilities. 

t 

I was lad i Went, for not only was it good to call on gill, 

I was fortunate in'arr iving just as Dr. Johnston, colored, of 
Up tci itoches. was dressing the wound, I stoia ^orn^r-s 1 

hour Perhaps an hour,. and I losrncd .. oh from Dr« Johnston, and 
on inviting him to c 11 n. -.o, he expressed himself a8 p , _ 

with the possibility of exchanging ideas ’• ith,me. 

* * i ‘ m 

t>x. Johnston has a sense of humor and 0 ives the in -^ssion of 
be nk a borough and honest phygician, Some tine bacn, so I -as 
told“by someone or other, Di._Johnston was eunmoned to . hone to 

which he responded without deity. 0 a Vi H^ l 71 Sfheli/he^ez reused 
patient - or would he patient, was white. Without delay he e-..ra..-ea 

-• teTf’ i- rociative that he bad been called, .but suia t -at 
he felt it better if the patient were served by, a white doctor. 

t 

Tn t io decision if soeme to m'e, he should Msdon. - co not' 
know t e Site neowlo’who celled Mm, but unless they ore peorlo of 
SSiti! Johnston would run the risk of heinj; oursea. should 
the patient no respond r.adily to his treat?, eut. 


(ov.rO 
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, . I think T would have the greatest oonfidence in 

him, ®ere I in need of a physician. I have a feeling, too, - after 
yesterday s purely social contact, that were I to summon him 
porfessionally, he would respond I hope, of course, I nay 
not have need of a physician’s services, hut in case I do, I think 
I Shall keep Dr. J. in mind. 

• « 

v llt ,wl ? ich isn’t especially interesting, I reckon, 

hut.,T/hich I heve talked a lot about of late with the Madam's brother, 
-t-epnen - rret, is -rahmin (?) oattle, - the ones with a hum on the back 
and nurtured in India a3 sacred. It seems Mr. Garret has quite 
a riock of t..em, '*0 have some, and the negroes are terrified by their 
appearance. One young bull on Melrose is affectionately knovtfn as 

Je w Xfe ® is a S friendly as a kitten, but fortunately not quite so 
aorge 6 ets* out of the pasture and co.iee wandering 
uu n t^e road, he always gallops toward me at first sight, and if 
there happeia to be negroes about, - ^specially ladies, they 
hoop anu scream and fly for the tall timbers as' fast as they can 
jump. But George merely wants hie head stroked and'someone to 
animal him ’ Em 1 alvvair ’ 8 9n l°y the contact with such a friendly 

. . ^ a f P® yea * these sacred cows and bulls were first 

int ° th8 Unltod States, It is an easy date to remember. 
Imt Vp WaS m °f t d9Va0 tating in 1653, and 1853 was the year 

th£!£ - e sp sisi3s??pi J r pan ' hiB fiaes,iip b0i, « n “ ed - 01 an 

or tJo^frim^Sor L 9118 - 0f a Gerraan family, - possibly one generation 
or two from Germany who came to Texas i n the mid 1800's, and by 

T one Star state^T?; io t f? dUCQd qu i ta f nunber of Brahmins into the 
and t?f nr /n neme ’ 1 belieV0 . * aa Bunge U syllables) 

the il'Jm V f the J d nan are 8ti11 ver ^ successfully operating 
Jthe? J^ieSfo 11688 ^ h9avindy intermingling Brahmin strains with 
1 ^ Ihe2e anirTia ls, it is said, do very poorly 

to the home ^ U L l^ 8 ta the 'Similarity of Louisiana-Texas climate 
lan S °f Jndia, they seen to thrive here, and it is said 

Ihll J’S t B f!Z n Lnd the 311 tine, one finds better specimens 

hhA -p^ i iQ * a » th8t s tatement is made without considering 

w 88d8 whioh are nurtured by the Princes of India who are 
said to have wonderful animals of this type. 

int-n o a n^?+i 8 J 9 ft 8 £ to lei ‘ rn hov the first Brahmins were introduced 

0 . nt tates. , It seems that when the industrial revolution 

c under, way in England, the British Government sent a couple 

’ ° f the noblit ly. 1 believe, to louieiana to 
study the culture of cotton, what with the view to- introducing 
vast millt in "ngland to convert the staple into cloth. 
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By sotae ohance, these two men oame to Feliciana, - St. 

Francisville I believe, ana' were entertained during theij: prolonged 
stay°by one 8 of the Barrows, - but 1 know not which one-at* this-writing. 

On their departure, they wished to give some token of. their 
appreciation of Southern hospitality, which they had ^ound f°° d » . t 

but as the -“arrows took their visit as a matter of course, the visitors 

hit uppn nothing that seemed suitable to 0X f' raa ? bb ® d J e | p ?!® 9iatl * 
Sometime after their departure, however, a gift arrived from 
far away India, - and thus was introduced the first Brahmins into 
tie United States. Mr. ^arrent is going to send me particulars 
regarding the identity of the B ar row who did the entertaining and 
was the first to receive the saored cows. 

I think the point is interesting, and it seems to me, - should 
'further particulars come to hand, I night find a place fox , T 
episode in the Bayou Sara picture book, should la |“ 8ey a a “ d \ nQ , s 
get around to do that one, after doing °ane -iver, St. Catherine ~ 

Creek, and so on. 

I may have remarked before that I am uncertain at the 
present time of the spelling of Brahmin. Long Before ■this humped baok 
a iimal came to this region, the negroes had a nume for perohe, 
or perhaus it is sunfish, and for„what reason I know not, they have 
always called the sun fish "brims . Whet with that name well 
fixed in their vocabulary, they used it for all it was^vorth when 
Seahmins were brought into the country, and from brim they passed 
easily to "brimmers", so that now the fish and the cows are separated 

only by a single sylable. 

Of local news, I have little. The Wenks spent yesterday in 
Shreveport, still looking for a house to purchase there I believe. 

It i8 rumored that November 1st is the magical day t, ey ..ill set up 
shop in that place. It is 97 to 100 miles from here, and that is 

something to-be thankful about. 

■‘•’he enclosed letter came to hand yesterday from Miss Late 
Perkins. I think it is of interest only because it show the opinion 
of one who has known this set up for fifty years. I do not want 
the letter back, so you might just throw it out. 

There was some other point I was going to touch upon, but 
it eludes me momentarily, and so I shall let this slide along. 



















From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, flM-5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


VC - j. i 






1326 


September 1st, 1945. 


ilemorandum to dipping Service; 

A 'oday’s report must of necessity be brief. A hundred 
.little matters intervened between waiting and post time, 
and accordingly I.shall have little opportunity to say more 
than thanks for your perfectly elegant report that came to 
hand in yesterday’s post. I liked it all and I loved 
rart regarding the sharing of Arenbourg with another in thought, 
Shea nllw tal settled down and d^rtaess released the feelings 
from the little local cares and demands. 

And thanks for telling me of the Revival broadcast. I 
don’t seem to get the station you mention, although it may 
be broadcast on a net work, coming through some more loca 
station. If you should remark upon the organization which 
puts it on the air, - that is to say, Columbia, Rational 
* or Mutual, - I might do a little fishing among the air waves 
to see what luck I can have. 

V/hat with all the doings around here last Sunday, I was 
unable to tune in on my favorite progr and. Invitation to 
learning, - and so missed it. I appreciated your thoughtfulness 
in iving me eome idea as to its subject matter. I see notning 
from where I sit to prevent me from being alone tomorrow when 
this Sunday’s broadcast goes on the air, and I am certainly 
oing to do my best to get it. I certainly hope those 
curiously little Jpas don’t take over the air waves at t. e time. 

The two copies of Life came to hand, too, ana may I 
e ay thanks for them also,' Up to the present writing, I howe 
merely had a chance to turn through them all by myself. The 
colored pictures of £aris look as though they might hold 
some interesting particulars regarding contemporary doings 
in that dace. In tho other issue, I notice pictures of 
Venus de*Milo, the ‘inged Victory of Samothrace, etc., and 
I am going to press my reader into s rvice on that score also. 

The enclosure is of no interest, save that it indicates 
our friend, Mips Myra, has returned to Levereux. I am 
lad because it is always pleasant to think that that lovely 
place and its gardens, are under her direct supervision. 

(over) 








■ 


















T 
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I am so ai.ixious to spend a little tine with her "before 
Ions for I want hdr to do something about establishing that 
■place as a permanent memorial to tha ante helium planter,- 
^ and to rive an acre or two of land on the liberty -doad section 
for the establishment of a ffegxo Library, - housing documents 
and publications on that general subject. 

Miss Myra is undoubtedly the most public minded ex son 
in Matches today, and what with her elegant possessions, she 
might'well fell in ith the idea, were it properly presented, - 
especially- by mean's of s' _radual approach. 

Should • I ot. to d at chez sonetisie in October, I am afieid 
I. shall do'so only with Miss Ramsey, for it is important 
for us to get the pictures for The little -.ansions, aha that 
’. ill probably _ive me little opportunity to see ULfesc-Hyrs alone, ■ 
which, would of course bo -the only way to ti he up such a 
proposition, MUt- other oppbrtun" ties may present th.imBelvea, and 
11* ’ll ooiie aro-wd int good time. 

s " t 

”y tractor, driving borbe. is still in deep water, - and 
all ov .r s cjcftipib of 'pi«nts of •• iskdy. " A negro driver of a « 
•"hole-ale r.oery truck, coning from Mrtchitoohes,, got vac*: to 
o 11 him (-“pint of whiskey: ’ Th» driver was obviously in the 
cry of the local hill-billy politicians. Then, as soon as the 
l ■; V'-- co" unat.ed, the Lav.* jumped on J 3k. Sinctf shen he 
h^o h'fSon v.’orri . • off fox t" t two or thrntfe months. 

Tester lay r. Societal n ant .f^u-rod, demanding that ,JSt,Qk buy 
s *27. 50 Pod's'll license to* sell /hiekey, and thus ..void 
r.' r < v, ->o -"or ’-rTin gold 11 ck’UOT Without said license. Then 
•the'f fcnte r gent Appeared with e ^90:00 license on the sane 
x . . h- * . • 
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September 3rd, 1U45, 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

i • 

It is obvious that I must try and round up a type¬ 
writer ribbon and some one to put it in plaoe for me today. 

My last report was written on this machine but 
the envelope was addressed on one in the offioe. I may 
he able to do the same thing with this one. 

It was a quiet week, end in these parts, - and hot, 

I spent a pleasant two hours at the oahin of our 
little artist friend. She had some rather nioe things, 
and I must ,say I am beginning to he strongly impressed by 
the pleasant improvement of Mary Frances' artistry. One 
or two items I could scarcely tell from that of her more 
mature associate , 

» e 

Being a contemporary artist, 'Jlemenae had stirred up 
one that was quite up to the minute. It was of a man 
(looking at you", that is to say, full face, and a woman and 
a child on either side, and in the hand of each was a flag, 
held very stiffly, with the flag full blown in each case. 
According to Oleraenoej "I saya they'se heard tell the war's 
over and they'se makin' enjoyment’*. I liked that. 

dlemence, ,of course, will always he the remarkable 
one in that set up, what with having started off so late 
in her artistio expression, hut Mary Frances has the 
makings of quite a good artist, I think, were she 
ever given the opportunity to bring forth her talents. 

I don^t reokon she ever will he, although one never knows, of 
course.• Perhaps, were arenbourg eventually abel to 
influanoe the region sufficiently, there might he something 
of a oolony in this neighborhood which would supply instruoti 
for just this type of artistic endeavor. I don't cultivate 
the Joneses for nothing, and while the Joneses are 
not at all inclined toward the Arts, it is quite possible 
that something on .their broad acres might eventually 
unfold. Perhaps even at M 0 irose something might 
transpire. In my opinion the developement of the individual 
Artist would he the more successful df the talents were 
nuttured on home ground until the expression with brush and 
paint were pretty firmly ingrained. Too often, I think, 

when an artistic nature is forced to move into unfamiliar 


on 
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sottinfcs in order to receive training, the new surrouncliu 0 
wove too distraoting, so that the concentration on the 
gift of oainting somehow is dissipated while a whole flock 
of impressions, r too frequently not conducive to desired 
progression, disturhes and distracts the artist. 

And in view of these thoughts, my mind wanders off 
toward old Hosenwald, and I cannot help wondering what in 
the world ever happened to la Kaygood and how come she 
failed to respond^to the invitation or two to come to «elrose, 
Ohiiously she received them, since in her letter to 
Hr. Pipes, she mentioned the prohatility that she woul 
get down this way this summer. The oalen^r sa J® d * n 
summer is juet bout wrapped up for this ye^r, and .till 
no word from Chicago.' I want a school for the 
mil at toes and a grant for Clenenoe or Mary ^ ranees, 
and 'iron ».at, I should really llhe to get sons first 

hand impressions of what the set up is in the Cnicag 
area. 


But I see I am rambling about to little point, and 
X reckon X would do bettor to break off, not only 
.to save your own good tine, but also to get on with 
a flock of little notes 1 must get into the mail 
this morning for the Madam, for what with her departure 
tomorrow, I think she has several different letters she 
wants to get going before she takes off. 

The was much .pleased to have your brief note and 
the clippings aiming to hand, in Saturday's post. 

She did not get to read them to ipe, but I know she enjoyed 
them on her owri hook. 

I don't suppose there would be any especially 
r.oint in writing"her at Hot Springs, .where she is 

supposed to remain "for three we^ks. I will say, however, 
that her address will be, 

The Upllman Hotel, ' *' : ■ , 

Hat Springs, Arkansas. 

« • 

just in cose you f s ould have occasion to write. 

She will be with Ura. Rand and Hrs. Pattison, and 
!Irs. Pattison will do any rr\ail for her, but she says 
.she is goilg to.se the telephone rather thau the 
non. Hrs. Pattison is nice hut inclines toward the 
inquisitive, and I mention this for your ovyi information, and 
I reckon ray naraer might be omitted, were ^aythi.u b addressed 
to the . Springs, ; .•? • 

I’ll do better on the morrow, 1 hope, unless the 

early morning departure prevents me from writing at all. 

Pat will arive the ladies, returning to Melrose immediately 

by bus...... 


'll 


Jt&fel. 
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emorandum to ^lipping Service: 

Loi A new ribbon.' 

. 'it was grand to have your nice report in yesterday's post, acknowledge 
in my report dovering the doings oT old man river and all, plus the very 
interesting deftaila stemming from your general neighborhood, 

jf’ixst off, my congratulation! on the news indicating the Tilloah 
business has been dropped. That Is one hurdle that may be dismissed 
for onoe and for all, and so a new shaft of sunshine breaks through the 
prospeat leading toward Arenhourg. Suoh a statement may seem a little 
far fetched, and yet somehow every removal of olouds somehow seems to 
bring the pure blue of Heaven Just that much closer* .. 

^ T iO- B&&CL uJ 

I was naturally interested that personal relations, especially 
between someone and ^'illoah, 8®®® to have improved* 8o be it. X think 
you are wise. to let suoh relationship 48 currently exists, as between 
your own good self and the x illoah set up remain where they stand* After 
writing thus, I realise, of course, that I might do as well by sticking 
to my own business, and 1 am persuaded that you realize I am merely 
letting my own reactions slip xm to paper rather than any attempt on 
my part of make recommendation** , My position is that as I recall 
the hundred little partioles of io* that glistened in the past, I am 
the happier when I do not com into contact with such a source of freezing 
particles, which/ at best, leave me a little chiliad, - and for myself 
I find life too short to ba bothered with hearts lacking the warmth ,that 
means everything to one of like personality*. I guaae the whole thing 
boils down, not to a oritloiam, but rather an appraisal of something whioh 
is so different from what seems the most important thing in the world 
that X would prefer to let it sit (interruption) - to let it Jit 
•on its own little isolated island, enjoying the type of "Iroideur it likes 
best , and thus enabling me to absorb the warmth of sunnier climes that 
appeal to me. 

Sfex so long ago X beoama oonvinoed that God, for mere oonvenienoa, 
fitted us up in patterns, •. physically, * along lines of our progenitors, 
but gave ns the recompense of finding souls of similar pattern to our 
own in any old pl&ae, and by no meant tied to the blood kin from whenoe 
the body oame but from whence the soul did not. t.We are happier in 
oompany with people whoee sense of vkluee and people la more identical 
lS to oar own, and God has scattered those souls fax, .and .aids* ®o that every 
day in our lives holds the promise of finding another kindred soul, not 
labeled on the family tree as anything particularly special* Alora, I'm 
done on this line. 

(over) 
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lints a few minute a after seven, 
gueae it is too early tor the new ribbon, as this machine 
to be acting up a little* *ell, anyway, about J ^ 
t headed out for *ot Springe, Pat going along with them. 

Ir8. Hand and lira. Pattiaon oame about 6 p.m# last night, and 
, a v nn t a They all folded up early and ao were up and 

tnTtJt flirlv early.Hat goea la fares Hot Springa, where 
dll arrive this afternoon, - 1 think it is about 300 miles, 
ll say goodbye immediately and head out toward Pine Bluff* 
ii B .h.f a°h. haea 6 f rl end h* »a4. at UolamUa Military *oad«y. ; : 

Ll probably be baok here about Thursday or Priday. 

•n«aAi B t«lv after the oar left. Sister headed baok toward home, 
iSuJid ah! wouldn' t be back to Melroae until her Mother had re- 
1 in three weeks hence. In reality, she is likely to be baok 
before noon, Juat to keep things stirring. She a®*® 4 .®®.?® 
ave dinner with her everyday. Hu mronnimnniin an..... * i* 4 ® 4n , ° 

Lloah I give that one a wide berth, for peaoe of mind is more 
ous to me than artificial congeniality# • 

The enclosed letter from Dora indicates a certain gaiety of mind. 

hearing it read last night, I have forgotten 8 £® ® f *f® P® 1 ?*® 
uched upon, but those veiled reference a are probably J? 44 ®** t0 you 
_ j. Bnet.rtrv not as. Tf memory serves, his main 
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Melxoae, Louisiana 
September 6th, 1941 


Bear Qrandma* 


BOX warn . Mil the .t f ^till in 
i I don't know wha' roublo, her 

up and the doctor Bay .po. 4 *J n }L® ny b 
it arid don't put no sal * 

git tho doctor for hor yesterday and he say 
bed. and that she have some water in 
toon as she have money, she heve to have 
chat is hex trouble. 

, la glad to hear from you and that 
that hor slater'a baby die# 

)3 aono got too little for her and I have 
because her stomach got to big# And 
ie have one girl to help hex# Juat me# 
jn't do nuthin', and the boys# ^hey eay 
Ln me out for her* The two boye they piok 


(over) 
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I Mod you a piotort. That a Aurellia 
mama say that's the only girl aha got oauae al 
all the rest. Wa got two aowa now, and aero: 
ohiokena and two rooatar, 

’ ■ '■ ; - • • 

Wa attll study about my poor dead aiater 
about her all the time. We at 111 teepher 
aha dene die three year a, I **•“•* !***!*• 
and me and aha and Beaele was gsttin' water, 

plumb natural. 

My little aquirrel ieaTe me, I worry he 
ladle a around here dsona give mama two ohloken 
1 make sane gumbo for her. That old a* ahe 
" ”and she cay when ahe get “her-olidole, dfi» « n 


who ahe atay* And Mourn say her big girl , Jiaria, who aUy 
with her Papa, it look like ahe ain* t got 

say she don*t liko nobldy. But ah© piok cotton and Papa pjck 
ootton, toe, and the two boya. 

_l "lore one die, and 

ahe ulu*t wee her slaters, 
them in a long time, 
'oause they 


-nd Mama any she liko to aae hex Jiaaa bff 
ahe like to sea her aistexa, because l!-- 
oauoe she aln t hud no- money to go to aee 
And it look like they oofcd come hero to see her, 

dona got a oar. jjjp 

oauae that la 
and ahe is 

;irl, Aurellia, and that la 

And Mama aay that'a her girl who do _ 

~ And mama aay that’s is"the girl aha had 
j little and the snake got in the 

SHa'SKurc ^;;.r«id ^ it ~ 

:: > the big old snake. 

kill the snake when they found it was a snake, 

* ‘ "* - And mama 
she*a big now, what 
\ was a baby so tin 
and mnma could go 


And Mama say to look* at the polturs 
her right hand girl oauae she do more fox her,, 
orasy about her, and that is the 
her on the horse, 
everything for her, 
at the time when that girl wae 

little girl what was me thf, but it was 
And Papa didn’t till the the. 

beoanse if he killed the euake the baby would die, 

•ay now that girl, • that's me, ia the one, she a 
makes all her olethan. That 
mans couldn’t go to nee her ; 
see her be oauae I was a litt: 

Please we want to hear from you all soon, I w 
know all the news, 

from youx granddaughter, 
Oralee Bynog. 

And llama say hello. 


.pa's mama died, 
i baby and elek. 
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Memorandum to Clipping 8dryi||I^j 6 ^‘ ^ & 3 i±r si • e VJ - 

j >1 f P Kl J* * ‘ ~ n ^ 0 4 it Ma.f ' >'L\ £ j£ 3 X 

^ ' I guess the date line should be altered to read September 
instead of August, but aside from thdt, everything ia alright thus 

far. v. c-d 

*, U +***£4 ^ ■ * - ■ * . » tr- t -»t ' i\'o. .* J&O ' j 

I reckon you may be acquainted with the old story about 
the oow who gave the pale or rather pail of milk, and then after having 
given it, turned around and kiok.ed it over. 

> Well, that «is about the sum and substanoe of what la Pattison 
did in the' oase of the Oane Hiver manusoript. 

Mrs, Rand volonteered that her sister, Willie Wynn White, would 
be enohantbd to make a perfeot transoript for me. Willi? Wynn did 
just that* But before the thing reaohed her hands, Mrs. Pattison 
after reading the origi,na}. to me, remarked that there were s few 
errors in spoiling, dropped letters, eto.,' and would it be alright 
if she fixed those before, giving the pages to Willis Wynn. It would, 
aind aa -T*« rx +r 

Alright, oamb Monday, and with some degree of satisfaction 
la Pattison brought forth this completed work, saying she would 
like to point out a oouple of places where she had "fixed it up", • 

She had, - to my oonsternation, done just that, ^ v 


And so a oouple of pages will have to be re*typsd< and I shall 
have to write to Willis W^nn for the sheets that will be the same 
as thougs she used in doing the whole business, * they are rather 
thin and ndt at all like this paper for example. So kioked the oow, 

interruption, - to write a letter for the house girl. I shall 
try to make a oarbon oopy. and If It t,akes, • the oorbon is old,* 

I shall enclose the semi, ) 

,J 6300 fcja now th£i i have written the loiter, I find that 
in taking it down just as it was dictated; it is slightly on 
the confusing side, and presupposes 

of Grandma’s memory. The Bynog’s are listed asa .ortara 
the Government, and are the only ones among the depressed workers 

on Cane River that i know about, formerly they lived in 


i and I shall 
be the same 
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the hills behind Derry, while the Grandmother lives somewhere near 
Monroe, La» 

The episode &bout'the snake is interesting. The family 
declares that the milk snake used to orawl into the bed at 
night and feed from Oraloe's mama *s breast, and that this 
oonstant milking enervated the mother and left little milk . 
for the baby. It sounds like a tall tala to me, but 
it is probably based on some episode that approximates bat does not 
duplicate the story as related. Milk snakes, although large, and 
quite harmless, and it is said that on rare occasions they have 
been x known to work at the udder of a oom^iut that Always 
seemed-extraordinary, iT~rrideW~ true. " ~ l 

J !JQ .1.; 'jxoJs iiih Otw .'tiiiW <jS j . »- „ ■ 

3o turns the world about Cane Bivex, - and this plaoe in 
particular, whioh passes fox being one of the most intellectual 
spots in the South, and yet paradoxically enough, thqt servants 
are illiterate, and the same housegirl that dioated the 'letter, 
when asked if she had ever heard of the BiblO, allowed as how she 
had not, and when asked if she knew about JesojB^, said;*Uo, 
but .It seem like I done heard his name called ohoe. Do he live cd 
near here! n 


Memorandum to dipping Service: 

There's a bird in the box, and accordingly I write in 
the dart* 

1 may have mentioned this ofroumstance before, - it hi 
frequently, Perhaps I haven't. In any event, I shall rei 
that the falley Electric Company, «*. H. Henry, President, 
the eleotrioel service in this area. They have some kind 
taxes high up on the poles where ever these is a home UBin 
current. In this box is housed some kind of gagets, - fus 
or sane such outfit. Be that as it may, these little boxe 
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s ortly after her return from Arkansas. South 
Louialan.ahouldb. next on the dook.t, X think. Only I don’t 
wont to ha of the party. I Bhall oaat about and see what viotima 
are available for such a jaunt. 

Pat. who made the trip to Hot Springs with them, returned 
to Melrose last night, after spending a oouple of days with a 
mend new Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He said everything seemed to 
he going along fine when he left the ladies. 

‘ • J 1 V, .• . • -*■ y ‘ '■ fX-U ^ 1 J* *• +* • *--* 

On Thursday, as suggested in my letter of that date,.? 
dined with Biss Sally at Magnolia. Dr. Kniptaayer, a Mr.. 
iur«t Hart you • Miss Sally's son, - about J. H^'s age, and his daughter 
^ some Jv^Ja. ^rw t^ other, who graced the table. It was 
a good dinner and beautifully served. There ,a f 
in the ointment. Mat, who is hard of hearing, will notjJHJ 
hearing aid, and In eonsequenoe, one has to ■ hout a J. hi ® J??* time 
to time.'to keep the! conversation going all around the.table. 

Of course anything shouted sounds a little.ridiculous, and over 
a sumptuous board, doubly se. 

♦ < , 'vftj -4 L J v £i .. * 

Celeste picked me up about S and brought me home. A 
little later'the w enks passed by. They stopped at the front 
gate but didn't come in. They then headed down the road, not 
thinking, «• Of if thinking, (interruption) - in any event, 
not doing Anything about stopping to see Gralea a mema, 
which is a curious kind of way for a physioian to do, I should 

hink. * ,Vl •' ' Uf *' l - ,v 

'or myself, I was all opposed to letting the poor thing 
jtut li* there and die. Accordingly A put in my H cents worth 
of nosiness and another physioian was summoned. He pronounced her 
L trouble to‘be oauBed by d faulty functioning of the liver, *• 

She is greatly bloated, and will go to the hospital this evening and 
have the water whiolj is causing the swelling withdrawn. Otherwise 
she would die, *it is said."*I oan only suppose that ignorance 
or indifferenoe, - one or the other, explains the action a 
or lack of it on the part df her former physioian. >.It s :oXo 
a strange business anyway you slice it. 

So muoh for that, and I ad gladdthere is going to 
be a withdrawal of said physioian from this Parish, and 
thenoe on to Shreveport, „*°® J A r , ** 

fj A O O A ^ “ l .w>» .»*- II ■ tw v dw(. S O 1 Ulv, i ,’»•« M V » • V Wv 

Hither today or Monday, 1 shall put a fat envelope in 
the mail, containing the Qane River artiole which, you might 
eventually return, • although at your leisure. ^ever bother to 
return any enclosures unless especially requested. I haven’t been 
able to get two seorethrles to gb over the artiole to see what 
ohanges were made, and so correct them, I shall eventually, 
however. Between many of the paragraphs, there is additional 
material to insert, should greater length be requested-, but this 
is still in rbugh form and not being inoluded in this draft. 

Must skip.......... 
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September 9th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service| 

In half an hour. Invitation to Learning will be under 
way, and I don't reoall what is on the dooket for today s doings, 
beoause, when I heard the sohedule announced last week, I didn t 
recognise any familiar names. Perhaps, therefore, there may 
some "learning" in store for me. 

Yesterday's post brought the enclosed letter from Dora. 

I think the referenoes need no explanation, - Miss A. is ror 
little Miss Alberta, of oourse, and the,people revolving about the 
general subject of Shreveport, of oourse, are the wanks. 

His mention of the visit of Mrs. Mayes to M#irose leaves me 
•s dumb as was he in the memory of what that lady may have been 
like. So far as k know, I may never have met her, which would 
aooount for my failure to reoall her identity. I gather, - i*f 
I read the letter aright, that she came here while KLi was present, 
kit ... . wi»k .nd, -1th lealouay having r.«h.d It. 

high point, and things were in suoh a turmoil that possibly 
existing oiroumstanoes blotted out the less striking features o 
the day. Anyhoo, - I oan't recall the bag's visit, 

. • . > f , I \ a V ’ ( • - • > '' ' \ ♦ ’ 

In the same mail same a letter, whioh the olerk told me, 
on handing it to me, was from the Texas Garden Club. I assumed it 
was from Betty Smedley, and with that in mind, I had read the 
thing half through before my mind suddenly went into a tail- 
spin. and I realised that it was not from la 8medley in Austin 
but ia Lake in Port Worth. . I shall eventually send it along 
to you, although it is of no espeoial interest, save that it 
demonstarates the Texas tendenoy to speak large, - if not boastfully, 
on any snbjeot, pesonal or gubernatorial* I am first sending i 
to Dora, in order that he may make notation as to address and 
possible particulars that may come to hand. - or rather may 
serve shortly, should we put on a Port Worth Show of Glemenoe s 
things. La lake was here late one evening a f w weeks ago. She 
writes for several Texas papers,I think, - especially on 
Art stuff, and possibly her facile pen oan serve to further our 

projeot when the time comes, 

' j - ,<*0*1 I Ol 0*03 4 OkU. 

. j Saturday was,a sultry day. In the afternoon, in spite of 
the heat and humidity, I worked in the garden. There was some 


I 
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blue sky and some olouda. Quite unexpectedly a bolt orashed 
down from the blue. It hit a big old peoane some hundred feet 
from me, Momenarily, things seemed so atomic, 

. In the Spring, when I was laying out J. H.'s yard, he 
asked me if I wasn't going to take out a 30 foot live oak groing 
along the Bermuda road. He said within another year or so, its 
branohes would be touohing the big old peoane that was growing 
hard by, I demurred and told him to get on with his plantation 
management while I put his garden in order*-' He laughed, and the 
next week one of my colored friends came to me and said that 
that morning the boss had had a couple of men plant a peoane on 
the river bank, admonishing them the while not to tell,Francois 
becpase he doesn t like peoanes, 

^ 1 1, J*)'* 0 *£ £ ■ .' ^ 

Yesterday's boit from.the blue has most certainly marked 
the original old peoane for death. It might sruvive a oouple of 
.years. It will probably pass out at the end of this season. 

At supper last pight, J. n, grinned when he spoke of the loss 

of the fine peoane, remarking the while: "Well, it looks as 

though you had contrived with the powers to make a plaoe in the sun 

for that live oak you wouldn't let me out." 

At noon yesterday one of my younger gray oats refused to 
h eat tjie fine dinner of corn bread and milk.which I.laid 
-out for him., he merely mewed and stretched himself out on 
the cool briok pavement of the gallery. By five o'clock he 
w&8 no m °re. w, H. has always declared in colored folks 
on Melrose are determined to die, they show much sense by timing 
the business on,a Friday or Saturday, since one is guaranteed 
a much bigger and better wake on the week,end. My.oat was 
smart, you see. But Saturday night, in spite of the assumed 
favor-ability, - proved lonely enough, for it was I who was 
the bo le mourner, - everyone else having already headed out for 
, Sammy Balthazar's,.. I .had no oatnip, and so I placed a big spray 
of butterfly lily between his paws, laying the body out in a 
fine white oasket made of a shoe box, and so laid him.to rest be¬ 
neath a big old gardenia bush. It was all very touching 
and very prosaic, but on asking ora Lee or Auxellia, as she is 
more frequently sylted.oe learned something, as to the cause 
or probable oaus qf his death, which astonished me. 
t« sae-r^_ o3 as jsolJaJcr, e rti , 

On inquiring as to what she thought might have laid him low. 
she was quiok with an answer: 

•A heap of.oats oan’t tell a frog from a toad* Ihey eats a 
frog and tbey's alright, but they eats a toad and it kills 
them every time. What, you don't know about a toad* fell, a 
frog’s a frong, and a toad is a frog, too, - the same thing, - 
but a toad is a 3 frog what's.gone *» bad, and it will sure 
kill you every time to tries to eat bin** So there von are.* 
iiver folk lore by wav of the hilla. 
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kill you every time to tries to eat bi«*' 
(Jane Hirer folk lore by way of the hills. 


The gin functioned all day yesterday, - up jntil first 
dark". What with the constant rains and heavy 
lower bowls on the stalks, - unfortunately Higher than a man s 
head t is ya&r. ax8 o polling# It maka for slow Peking, nd 

the lint Itself when gathered is damp. ^ OQO J d ^ 1 J a 2 J e v^ 3 ° n 
dog8 in the knives of the gin stands and not too many hlaja 
roll out, although the labor is twice as difficult, aa contrasted 

with dry oot'ton. ....’. |! * ‘ ***** / j • 

During the aotual fingting around the world, the darkies never 
oomplained about food shortages, although they were P^essee for 
something to eat. This is espoially so since there has been 
little or no lard, and lard is the basio commodity for their corn 
bJead «ieSs. etd But now that the aotual fighting is finished, 
they find it difficult to understand why they can t get things 
from the store, (interruption). . . 

I.!raokon the store, foreseeing the possibility of SJ^ing 
leather shoes instead of *ereats" stuff, has hesitated about 
ordering a fresh supply until assured that Ij^heri« he 
way. . In consequence there are few if any $*1*® 1 ajaii*bi • 

Laat night a big ola youth dropped by to be-maon the ways 
the world. During the week, he had worn a pair of ®h 
frayed out that he kept a sole on one of them by winding a wire 
around and around his foot. After sundown, he went to the 
store to get himself his weekly wage, and to invest it 
a pair of shoes, in order that he might, after putting on 
his Sunday olothes, head up toward Sammy s where every 

night the looal youths swing out, - as they Jhi’frJends 8 

that they go in for rather fanoy danoing with their girl friends. 
Wall, the store Just didn’t have any shoes, aise 10, jnd here 
he was, all done up in his Sunday olothes, and he just wouldn 
show himself on the danos floor with his old shoes, and besides 
you oan't danoe, as he explained it, with your sole tied up i 
a hay wire. You know, he really had something there. 

Life idid taken on a gloomy aspect for him. finely he 
thought of an aoquaintanoe on little Hiver who might have 
a pair of else 10's that he could borrow. He appropriated a 
horse and rode the three miles to kittle " *nd 

dejectedly, the three miles baok. His friend didn t have any 

shoes. 

Bventurally i oonvinoed him that a little shoe polish 

might work wonders. It did, - but it didn't do away with the 
hav wire, and the necessity for the sama. But at least he 
coJia head on up the road, and stand outside whjra„ 
by the open window would hide his foot gear, nhat elsehj» us as 
got if it ain’t a pair of danoin' shoes on a Saturday night, was 
his question, - and for the life of me, 1 ooulan t say. 
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, • Alright, - I reckon i mast hate just about talked 
an ear off, and~I apologise for rattling along at efooh a great 
rate. ' 1 hotioe by the “fine time piece facing me here* on my 
desk that Imitation to ^earning i»s about to start and so 
I shall fold. "If you will only let people do all the 
talking, they are bound to hate a fine time," says the 
Madam. Well, you must admit, I have certainly given myself 

a perfectly splendid morning.Poor you, - and not 

a ohanoe to get a word in edgeways.,.•••• «.v ''2,vt fw 

l-it&b ©rid arid bairoxa aaidjaii XeaJoa odd vairi/u 

sesa&n Qve«r ^erfl rf^ooriffla .aeaedroris boo^ daocfB 6ea’sX«moo 
c jrid ob ^rxaitvjge *» t giriT «?se od 

terfd to! wJitMBioo olaarf erid ai btal /via ,fi»si oa ro'alddii 

#OJe .9 oo7% heeti 

oiliib ■ j bail vamj 


September 11th, 1945 


Memorandum to Clipping “ervioe: 

To hand your perfectly exigent report as of Thursday 
last past, and a million thanks .for the same. 

In reading it w I was struok by the remark made to me 
yesterday by a friend who had been disoussing The Bible 
wherein he mentioned the idea that the word angels, in ilhe 
Bible, always seemed to me "Thought" or "Idea", and that 
when God sent an angel. He was in reality sending a Divine 
Thought or Idea, and that anything coming from God was perfect. 
Going a step further, he remarked that anything coming to 

;, and partaking of it, we ourselves 

and that the ultimate goal toward 
- ^ wlth 
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Thought or Idea, i * ' 

Going a step further, ; 

us from God is perfeot, _ 

beoome a little more perfeot”, 

which we all move is that perfection in God, _ 

your letter to hand, and the sensation of goodness which always 
characterise? my feelings on reoeipt of such epistles, I 
realize the more fully why the oontaot, afforded by this 
correspondence, means so much-to, me. And for your part is 
making this life worth while, my never ending gratitude, 

• Li L1- • • A 

You were so good as to quote from the oard catalogue 
regarding the early Hatchitpohes Meslere, or rather to 
material in reference to that gentleman, - the great, great 
grandfather of some of our' local mnlattoes, I have heard 
of that 1914 publication. I am under the impression that 
there is a copy of it in the Alrosa collection. But 
like the million other things scattered about the place, it 
stands for one of, those looked mysteries, so far as I am 
concerned. There is a street in flatohitoohes named after 
de Meziere 1 s son-in-law, St. Denis, * 1 believe that was the 
relationship, but all of that earlier period is pretty well 
clouded in my mind, I should like to know more about it 
eventually. It seems remarkable that de Meslere should have had 
a wife and two or three daughters in this remote country in 
those early years,especially as the family was of consider¬ 
able important# in the France of those days. Somewhere or 
other I. once had a big old Coat-of-arms of the family, if 
memory serves, but when I apquired it, and put it aside, I 
hqd never heard of the Louisiana association. I think 
old $t. Deni b was burled in Natchitoches, but whatever 
happened to his father-in-law, 1 know not. It would also 
be interesting to learn, - which is probably impossible, the 
date of birth,of his first born mulatto child as it relates 
to the advent of his white family from Jranoe, - for I assume 
he proceeded their advent into this remote situation. 


In view of Au ellia’s frog^toaA explanation,-1 
must ask her about the skunk department. Already 
I can hear her .explaining that a skunk is nothing more 
or less than just an oald Grandpa what's gone bad, . 
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During the past several days, I have thought often 
of ypur patient and the probable demands made in consequence 
upon your time and entegy, I shall not set down what feelings 
are prevading my mind at the moment, but somehow the feeling 
that his departure, if it means re-joining those who have 
gone before, depresses me not so much as it would, had 
he not o,ut-lived his life associates* I hope the outing 
in flew "ngland gives you strength to carry on without too 
much drain upon your own physical resources* 

fhe mention of Uncle Herman struck me foroibly, for dur¬ 
ing the past two or three days I noticed he had aorsased my 
mind several times, i have long wondered how he figured in 
the patter of sometime back wherein Tilloah played the 
stellar role, and how he has .oooupied his time since 
things went to the wall in his former situation. Somehow 
he always struck me as being a good natured but weak soul, whioh 
in time ,of stress, like a drop of mercury, would fly into a 
thousand par tides when it struok a hard basic surfaoe. 

In yesterday*8 post oame a thin package, addressed to 
the Madam, from Frances Benjamin Johnston. It is about 
10 by IS inches, and no doubt contains a couple of shots 
she took at Alrosa, - one of the Madam alone and one of 
the Madam and me together. I haven't opened it. and 
think A shall not. 


i hilk I think of it, some time back, the ^adam asked 
me to ask-yon ta try and get an inexpensive 
edition of Henry van iiyke T s She Other Wis* Ma, whioh she wants 
to give J. H. If it could get here before September £4th, 
it would be nioe* If not. it will be alright, I mention it 
belatedly, and pleasg don*t rush about looking for one, 
as the *out. of print business will readily cover this item. 

i • «* 3 I . @ i. 3 3 J -• . . 

Yesterday 1 skipped out,to have an hour with Charles 
Maaurette on Little Biver. What with an expanding hip line, 

I thought it better to forego the-aervioes of a horse, and 
accordingly headed out through the peoane groves about 
10 a*m. I made the five miles'in about an hour, stopping 
but onoe or twice to chat with dusky hued friends en route, 
olhe sun was high and hot, and when I reached my destination, 

I took a bath to start with, hanging my clothes on the 
line. - for ■*» was soaked, and arrayed myself in some of my 
host 8 clothes* Is had a pleasant dinner, Sooteh broth, 
an onion omlette^ a sagout with rice, creamed asparagus, 
a luscious.tomatoe salads, ice tea and oie cream and ooffe 
on.the gallery* Charles had been Setting aside several 
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Between this bags ttrs and the foregoing, Aurelia 
oame, to announce that yesterday she had taken her mama 
to the hospital in Alexandria. In reality, J, H. took 
them both down, bring back Aurelia about 1 o'dock last 
night. I am glad the old woman is in the hospital, for 
there she is bound to get some oars. She has a fair ohanoe 
to survive, under the oiroumstanoes, - but she would have 
had little hope to do so, had she remained, neglected here* 

Back to ^ittle River: — I headed baok this way about 
*, having changed baok into my own raiment. Crossing Little 
River bridge, * heard someone oall to me. I thought it 
was Arohillius, who lives near the bridge. I started 
in his direction, — of or toward his house, when 
in another direction L heard the door of a oat slam. 

Then I discovered that a oar was standing in the pool 
of shade formed by a big old peoane treee near by, completely 
oamoflaged by the intensityt of the sun versus the 
shades* It was Rmmett Anthony, psnnounoed "Im-met", a 
friend of mine who was heading toward *elrose, and so 
I climbed aborad his truck, - with Dora galloping 
along side, - Dora being Texas, the family dog of whom I 
may have spoken before. 

Baok home and a hot bath, and so to work on a 
oouple of idea I had stirred up while walking in the 
morning, - and that about brings us up to now, 

i’here were a couple of other points I wanted to cover 
but I shall have to let them slide for the moment. 

^anks again for your nioe, nioe letter. In 
the event you have had an opportunity to run through 
the imperfect Cane Biver manusoript, I should appreciate 
your advise as to what seotion you find the most dull, 
and whioh seotion is the least clear. The faot that 
the thing is designed for readers unaoquainted with 
this seotion, your advise will be of the greatest 
benefit to me, so that when I make the inserts and 
re-arrange the present text, I oan be bolstered by your 
suggestions. Must gallop... 
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September 13th, 1945. 




Memorandum to dipping Service: 

} * V ' ;* ‘>1 is •) J l *''•€'C. ' jm P 0 X t 

It was good of you to take time out, when under such 
a pressure, both from business and personal affairs, to drop 

me a ihit*Juur patient should hare g° n ® is 

I have a feeling that with life so radically altered, his 

departed, and- his own ohanoes of health P reoa *j- ou8 » ia 

in eternal rest « The little interim J*? 88n ** 8 

and his own final illness was suoh a kindly interlude, thanks 

to the hundred and one large and small aots of ^J}* 1 ** °“ 

rATt that somehow his own final departure was made the easier, 

Lid his frame of mind more completely in harmony with. 

entailed by suoh a journey, - so that I know he was him P to* 

mood, <- thanks to you, - and the opportunity thus afforded him to 
weigh the advantages of a continued life with his departed com¬ 
panion in life, instead of remaining too long behind. 

You mention your regret that you were at home with 
friends on Jfriday night. On seoond thought, 1 am 'sure you do 
not. regret that either, sinoe you were maintaining the pattern of 
one phase of life and lie- opening the.chapter on another, it is 
•not important, I think, that we be with a departing soul at the 
particular moment of its take off. The important thing is J^ at 
the day to day life as we pass it together is so *J**JJg d 
the last momen-t somes, what has gone before has Prepared 

our state of mind, - should b* conscious, - and Sl y ®“ ua 8uffioient 
faith in things to come, to make that final moment one of 
saitsfaotion. I always recall that “adam ^ 00 sevel once remarked 
that when the final hour comes, we must of neoessity ** 

alone, - but I would add the thought that we are never after 

we have onoe experienced the kinliness ot t “I 8 ™*J ohee^ 
the heart is always wrapped in a special hatting of goo*.!£ X’the 
regardless of the physical presence of a friend, regardless of the 
location and physioal distance as between them, - no matter how 
vital the oircumatanoe. . ' 

» O frT 0 OJ “-Me C 

Under separate aover I enclose a couple or three 
letters from Dora. I am always delighted when he demonstrates hi 

enthusiasm for ^lenience's things by-writing 
knowing that these items have loen prettythoroughiy gone 

over by me beofre I bounce them in his direction. 

£2, y inL iVftf \ (over) 


' 
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In regard to the a imon Sohuster item, I advised him to 
apply for the’ blank immediately and at the same time expressed 
the opinion that it is just another form of those so-oalled 
"Prize" things whioh publishers, as opposed to something like the 
Jfoble or Pulitizer foundations get out. There are no doubt 
some honest publishers who offer prizes, but , as in the present 
oase of Simon and Sohuster, it appears to me to be merely a manner 
of getting a whole flook of manuscripts to hand with a slightly 
inoorreot statement of intention, sinoe the "prize", after all, 
is merely an advance in royalties, and almost every publisher 
makes such advanoes, onoe a book has been accepted,* 

It was my intention to write you yesterday, but oircumstanoes 
prevented.' At 7 p.m., - out of a clear sky, - Old Mian Hiver appeared. 
He had driven up from Hew Orleans, leaving that place in the 
morning' with Joe a ilmore, his servant, acting as Qhauffeur, and 
Bobert "allant, his former associate in as his guest, I wee 
furious. 

SJM7 J - ID fit ■ n { . Wfl Aft r 

I think there is no excuse at' all for such a move, what with 
telegraph and telephone facilities what they are. 

Although slightly bent financially, I had’ arranged for two 
secretaries to labor with me on straightening out the Oane Biver 
manuscript, - filling in the obvious gaps, and restoring the phrases 
and sentences that had been dropped or altered so greatly. Had 
he telephoned or wired before 5 p.m., - he had started out at 
10:30‘ in the morning, - I might have oanoelled my appointment. 

But by 7 p.m., one of the people had Already started in this 
d J r ®°Ji on » and sinoe the trip was 15 miles here and 16 miles back, 

I felt it only fair to recompense the person, even though 
no work could be accomplished, - what with all my datat so arranged 
in my house, whioh he and his friends, had so unexpectedly taken 

OV 

* } 1. - ;OC'* ITT • ■ j.-. y .v .U../0 .»'i ' a* A e-.C X j j J i'■ 

He seems to be entirely ofjf drink and more consumed than ewer 
with his own doings,,whioh are very mu,oh, momentarily', devoted 
to making walking sticks, - even as lestan was consumed with his old 
turkey tail fans. 

Well, they remained up and talking until & a,m., and as 
Pat was leaving at 4:30 to oatoh the train for Baton louge to 
befcin college, I was out of luok so far as sleep goes. 

Mext morning about 9, they decided that I would go to 
HatohitooheB with them, and to Grand JSoore and that they 
would bsing me back here. I demurred. r "At least you will run 
over to Celihe’s with us", - but I wouldn’t, and I reckon they 
realized I was provoked, as I was, when they left out. I cer¬ 
tainly hope I don t seem they again right away. Must skip. 


September 14th, 1945. 




• [too: 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

I begin this letter at 11:30 a.m., what with -a lot 
of things to do in the nnusually busy routine of a road-rurming 
: week end. -i:’ c ’ - 

Pilgrims came by early this morning, and knocked out* the 
correspondence department. I am told the Dr.. Gray and Dr. Burden, 
both of • u . S. u. have Just arrived and are going to be here for 
dinner, and I may have to break off abruptly to break bread 
with them. Having several little matters to attend to in 
Hatohitoohes, 1 am running in to town this afternoon with 
Celeste,1 who leaves here at 1, so don’t be alarmed if this 
comes to a sudden halt in the mindst of a word or a phrase. 

The enclosed letter from little Mss Alberta speaks for 
itself., In mentioning it, I recall that she says the 
‘ manuscript is being sent to me at Cyprese, - ten miles from 
here, and off the beaten traok, save for what the Texas and Pacific 
Bailraod trods., I must go by there and send the thing along 
to Mr. Pipes, so that he may forward it to someone In hew York. 

iD 1 ,'* *tU . J ' G^Xl 3^,- r 

Dr. Khipmayer came by yesterday morning rather earlier than 
usual. I aooompanied him on his round of oabls between here 
and Magnolia, where I dined with Miss Sally, returning here 
immediately afterward. It was a pleasant dinner with nioe 
people present, .it seems that the night before they had a mule 
, derby at “‘agnolia, with oolored boys riding the mules. She head¬ 
lights of the automobiles were used to illuminate the raae aouce, 
whioh was alright to begin with, but when .the mxg.es had galloped 
three quarters of the way around, they suddenly ran into the direct 
beams of the oars which completely blinded them, and all suddenly 
stopped in their tracks, - the Jockeys going straight along 
through the air toward the. goal post. It was the jockey who 
flew the farthest who worn the race, naturally. 

I jotted off a line to the Waoo ladies in the afternoon. 

It didn T t take long. What I wrote was this: "Dear ladies: - 
fell, I declare. Steadfastly, f.". Short but bitter, as it were. 

(over) 


I 
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After the excessive heat of the early part of the week, 
we are now enjoying a oool spell, - the thermometer around 51. 

It seams like the middle of the winter by contrast. 

The skies are clear, however, and the sun is delightful in 
suoh oool air. The waxing moon is a great help these nights, 
too, for the "anniversary" at St. Augustine's on -tittle River 
began last night, and a good moon always hleps out attendance. 

I didn't go, but "am a-fixin'" as the darkies say, to make a round 
tonight. 

‘ 

Clemenoe's grandson. Brother, aged 6, sent me word by 
Mary Frances this morning .that lie would be looking for me tonight, 
““ary Frances, who goes over to King's fcouse almost every evening, 
says that Brother stands my the window looking up the. road every 
night, saying that he knows x am coming to see him. He is a 
sweet child and seems to have Just about as big a orush on me 
as I have on him, although I suspect an occasion orange or 
sn apple in my pocket for him may account for a large block of 
my popularity and his impatience to see me heading down the road, 
f.i oi .. c : v o ' Lav eve* ; '- 4 * 1 • n’J . - 

A nyhow, we hit it off alright together, and 1 shall pass by 
to see him tonight before heading out for kittle River. 

. 6 "."I • ^ L-10.V fl +0 o aodJ -.1 * I - iecr:i.~ z-Oi -- 


I have given some thought to Dora's recent letter,-- 
already forwarded In a previous letter, regarding his severance 
wit) Oklahoma rreaa. I hope it was done taokfully. I think 
he is perfectly right in withdrawing most of hi-a stuff from 
. the press, -* everything which might be published by a commercial 
house, but for things like "Uncle Ike" and the Chase Diary, I can't 
imagine any other press, save a university, doing such a manuscript. 

A r or 9 X & 0 10 jCtaf 0 a , iC\ fX- ^.Cf£ j i.'JvJu-v a. e - ; 

It has seemed characteristic of the rress that so far as I 
know, nothing was ever done by way of approaching ^ora and me on 
the matter of editing the Uncle Ike business. - I think they 
should have asked us to do the thing,'explaining that funds were 
available to suoh and suoh a’ figure for the work, and would be 
care to do it, a or, on the other hand. If no funds were available, 

I think they should have so stated and asked if we oared to devote 
some time and labor to the business for the sheer pleasure of gett¬ 
ing the thing into print, o But never-did I have such a proposition, 
and 1 assume Dora never did either.o ct : 1 ' K 

vllarudii.i ,eo hx eriJ ;;ow oris ocJ well 

1 think * explained in my last letter relative to the Simon- 
Snhuster matter that 1 thought Dora W uld do well to make application 
on-his .own hook, since grants’ are usually given to a single individual 
tt rnther tjttaf oc&&fik\>ru±o s. .IT .tlitik the whole!-thing, lipwvtr, ia 
like the to-celled "literary DiizeB" which are nothing more or 
less than a iaofhvS r tt> collect a lot gf manuscripts without the sexvicee 
of a lit rary scout, and the "yri. e ie nothing mor>- than and 
advance on ro;.altiee, - which any house will take on acceptance of 
a main script. —i must fly.. 
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September 15th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

« - "j * * . , . • , r. 

Extraordinary weather for September in Douisiana. 

I pen you these lines just before dawn, and it ie so chill 
that I have built myself a fine fire, which seems odd indeed for 
this time of year. I shall have to give a look at my fine bunohes 
of bananas whioh, up until now, have given promise of reaching 
maturity. Celeste came to look at them yesterday and found the 
plants larger than any she saw someplaoe in South America where she 
made a special trip to look over a plantation of them while on 
< a cruise down that way some years ago. I must admit the plants 
astonish me, for they are almost as high as this house, whioh, if 
memory serves, so far as photos go, is fairly high. The fact that 
this growth represents but four months in time does give some idea 
as to the speed with whioh they travel from the ground toward 
Heaven. 

I had a fairly busy afternoon, going’ to town immediately after 
Dr. Gray and Dr. Burdon left. I dropped around to make a final 
payment on the concession to beauty outfit, and thence to the medeoin 
for a oheok-up. * 

# * V J . ' - jL - - J v 

After that I called at Miss Htte Levy's, but finding her and 
< Aunt Dottie out, I strolled a little in their pleasant garden, and 
thenoe caught a ride baok home. 

Supper with J, H., and as I had suspected, he brought up 
a point of policy that is interesting. He asked me how much 
the Qloutiervllle people wanted f6r their property. I told him 
I didn't know. He said it might be a good idea for the Estate 
to buy it forthwith, in order to guarantee their departure. I said 
I thought that would provide a place to return to when the wife 
wreaked the husband's business in Shreveport. He said that hie idea 
was to purchase the plaoe through an agent so the Wenks wouldn't 
know that 1 the Estate had acquired it. If that oould be aqoompolished 
and that is a big "I?", I oould see the point, but I thought, as 
I told him, that such a transaction might leak. 

(over) 
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I learn from Faynie who was in Hot Springs Wednesday, that 
the specialist who examined the Madam, prior to her hatha, was 
shocked when he<learned of the liberal doses of oodine she had been 
taking, - and still is* He demanded to know the name of the 
physioian* Sensing a need to proteot her son-in-law, she lied 
and said it was Sr. Hargrove, the heart specialist of Shreveport* 

The Hot Springs physioian says he is going to turn the big guns 
of the Medical w orld against nr. Hargrove. I hope he does. 

For in that event, the big shells may bounce from Shreveport slap 
into Cloutierville, where they should explode* But Paynie says 
his mama insists on having the oodine, and, of course, if she insists, 
she will get it through the regular channel.- Isn’t that a mess? 

After supper 1 went down to see my girl friend* 

It would seem that folks are beginning to get into the swing 
of the ootton picking department, for while it was approaohing 
first dark, our girl friend was Just returning from the fields, 
as was Mary Frances and -Winnie Way and. Beulah and so forth. 

Brother had sighted me far up the road, and tugging his sack 
behind me, -he came a jumping. We had quite a little ohat, mostly 
about starting in school in October, - negro schools always 
open a month later than white schools.' Brother asked me if 1 thought 
Santa Claus would bring him a bioyle this Christmas so that he 
could ride to sohool. I told him I doubted it, what with the war 
and all, but possibly he might work out something so that a big 
old bus could take all the colored children* He thought that 
would be even better. Four miles in the cold to walk to school 
is really too much, - added to the 4 mile returh trip. 

Clemenoe says she has need of yellow paint and some brushes, 
so 1 shall write as much to ^ora. She wanted me to look over 
some of her latest creations, but I knew the oljildren were hungry 
and that time was getting close for Yank, her "helper" to be coming 
in, and so x pleaded that the light was so fading that 1 would 
wait until another time.' Ur. Brew, in the piokup truck, passed 
the house, having taken some of the workers home, and so I 
flagged him down, and returned with h£m. We stopped on the way 
where there was a pretty angle of the rivet, stretching toward 
the south west at about the same angle it does at Arenbourg, and 
while x watohed the marvelous ohanges of lights on Its smooth 
silver surface, Mr. -°rew read me your Monday's report, and it was 
good* A nd thanks, too, for setting me straight as to Santiago. 

I. Should have remembered that, for onoe'J- used to send mail down 
that way xw when som kind fok were building a factory at Antofagasto 
or some such strange place. I am hoping you didn't telephone on 
Tuesday at all* £1 director, if insistent to suoh a point, should 
have had a telephone installed in the oemetary, so that you might 
give a running aooount. - must skip. 


September 16th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

What with it being *>unday and all, i cannot resist making 
a map, I think the neighborhood is so well fixed in your mind that 
to sketch it again is superfluous* Still, I have a feeling that 
our sufficiently identical so that the one is as satisfied to run over 
familiar plaoes as the other* 

Accordingly, I have indicated on the reverse side of this page a 
general idea of how Cane Biver loops around all over the place in this 
particular area* The proportions are about right* I have negleoted to 
put in a scale of miles, but I think you will get an idea of that in 
realising that it is said to be about a mile from Melrose house to the 
Spillway. 

I have only indicated a few of the oabins along the river's margin. 

I might have added crosses between Arenbourg and the Bridge on the Bast 
bank to indioate "Phonsie's house and Puny's*. 

Between Melrose house and the Spillway, I might had indicated the 
succeeding houses which follow along in this order: - the overseer, 

Mattie, Bluff, Bud, Sam Peace, Bvelina Baseley, P'temite, Jack Marcel, Sam 
Brown, Wile Anthony's (spillway) Regis's Metoyer's mama. Miss Willie's, 
Clemenoe*8 and King Hunter. 

I guess that is enough geography for this sitting, and a pretty dul 
lesson it is, too. I would remark in passing, however, that th e r oad, 
indicated by the broken line, linterruption), - the road so pxxf grequent 
ly passes along the margin of the river, that in reality there are comparative 
ly few sites wherein houses may be looated without the road cutting 
them off from the river, - that is to say, where the road does not run 
between the house and the river. 

The interruption was by Beter Baptiste who came, to tell me that 
"Boo." Cross died this morning at the home of his daughter' on Little 
Biver. Parenthetically, I might say that his daughter is currently in 
the ^harity Hospital in Alexandria. I think 1 shall mention n Doo. 

Cross at some length, for what little I know about him seems to dis¬ 
prove everything that medical science has oometo take as a matter 
of course. • '• . k 
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To begin with, you may have heard me mention little filam in 
times gone bye. Well, Slam Brown's mother is Hina Haohette and her 
mother is "Doc" Cross's daughter.'mating little Mlam, - larger than 
I am, - a great grandson of old "Boo.* 

Old ”]}oo. n <waB a tall, large boned, rather thin man. He was 
always a resident of Melrose, and the first time I saw him he was 
sitting on the store gallery here, * one foot wrapped up in a vast 
bundle of olothes. His hair was white but in spile of his limp and 
the use of a oane, he gave the impression of being perhaps 50 or 
60 years old. 

Me frequently walked the five miles from his home on Little River up 
to Melrose, although whenever possible,’ he did oatch a ride. In view 
of this vigor at the age of 85, I was somewhat surprised one day when 
I learned that "Doo." had been taken to Alexandria to have both his 
legs taken off just bel w the body. It seems that for years he had 
never let anyone seem him without his legs being well bundled up, and 
then, through some slip or other, one of his daughters ohanoe to enter his 
room on a hot morning while he was still asleep, and was startled to 
see that "Doo.*s feet and his legs half way to the knee, had no flesh 
on them at all, - merely the bones.' It seems, as later developed, that 
"Doo." had been In this situation for "ever so long",’ but in spite 
of that, - and an extraordianry will power, he had somehow been able to 
get around by the s use of a cane, and had walked miles to boot. 

I have never'heard of anything like it, - such vigor being dis¬ 
played after so much flesh had ro ted away, and while it is dis¬ 
gusting to consider, still it is remarkable that he was able to 
get about as he did. 

After having both legs removed, - 2 or 3 years ago, he returned 
to little river, and seems to have been, as active in a wheelchair as he 
formerly was with-his cane, ■‘'at Sunday afternoon some of his people 
came here to ask me to telephone a physician. "Doo." had had a stroke. 

I telephoned one in Hatohitoches/ and later the physician told me that 
there was little hope for recovery, as the old man was completely paralized. 
And so "Doo." has lived out one more week, and this morning he is dead, 
and tonight, - what with a big moon and dry roads between Cane and Little 
Rivers, there will be a big old wake with soores of oldsters and 
youngsters in attendance, and tomorrow they will bury him in some forgotten 
graveyard, and k this remarkable example of a will to live will have 
departed on his final journey. 

Between this paragraph ^nd the one above, I have listened to 
Columbia's Invitation to Learning. I,somehow, found myself wishing 
all the time that oiroumstanoes were permitting you to listen also. 

Nathat, the Wise by Lessing, I have never seen nor read, and perhaps never 
shall, but it has oertainly meant much to me to hear the opinions ex¬ 
pressed by the three gentlemen on the program, and I am impressed by the 
number of tangent-thoughts that there observations (observations! set 
flying off from the oentral theme. I wish Mr. Lewishon had had an 
opportunity to talk more. 
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In regard to whether the play had a "message** t li^ed whht was 
pointed oi^t, - that everything said, - they might have added, done, - 
is a message automatically. I have so often heard musicians and- 
painters deory one composition or painting beoause it wasn't pure Art but 
propaganda, - I believe is the word used. For myself, I have always 
inolined toward those very manifestations in'Art, for it has seemed ,to 
me that is the artist had ever succeeded in distilling something that 
was "pure abstraot", - so often vaunted as something remarkable, and I 
have always maintained that "pure abstract" was less than Art, for, so 
far as my re-action went, it was just "pure nothing", I never before had 
thought of "pure art" as being applied-to the drama, but of course it 
could be Just as well as to any other form of Art. And -surely the 
application is particularly pat, , since it so well illustrates, - perhaps 
clearer than music or painting, that nothing ia this world could be 
mubh more ridiculous that a play that wad furely abstract*- with no point 
whatsoever in it that would be productive on ideas, and especially 
human ideas, - if that combination of words may be used, 

Pw II® . r . rt '< v * , » 

I did like the parable of The Three Bings, too. It has been years 
since I have heard it mentioned, and I had completely forgotten it until 
this broadcast. ' flow excellent it is, especially as applied to religion, 
raoe, 'economy, eto., - tha't is to say that each of the three rings .are 
authentic, and each recipient should so govern himself as to mak,e patent 
to the world that his is the 'authentic one, • the highest prodf being in 
his recognition that the other two may be equally so. 

This is certainly a curious hodge-podge of a letter, and with my 
apologies, l shall have to let it go forward at this point or toss it 
into the basket, Aurellia's mama is in the Alexandria hospital, where 
she appears to be improving nicely from her liver trouble. I gave 
Aurellia the day so that she could, run down to see her mama, and I 
shall have dinner with A. and Geleste and the latter's mother, Madam 
Regard, - a kindly soul/ and that will' be pleasureable. This evening I 
shal1 remain at this machine. Jotting down some thoughts on the kittle 
iHansion instead of going to'St. Augustine's on kittle River , as I should 
like to do. Tnoight, after have suppbd alone, I shall take to the big 
road, for there is every promise of a dear sky with; a million stars 
and a pretty good sized moon. > I think/l shall not go to the, wake, but 
rather travel along the Bermuda Road, to se$ how Ar$nbourg sleeps, and 
to contemplate what is first to be done when the cotton is finished for 
1946.. 

7 j.w 1 ' fadl slrt no beCr*‘>‘&b 


Cud ,1 


September 1.7 th, 1946*. 


Memorandum to dipping Service: 

Twenty five million thanks for the most excellent report, 
juBt oome to hand, which along with the enclosures on such interest¬ 
ing stationary, that i cannot begin to express my indebtedness to you 
for all the pleasur.es it affords me, 

J « * 

You refer to various possibilities to which the various 
types of paper might be used, - Batches, Arenbsuwg, etc,, but I hasten 
to say that very definitely It is the Arenhourg developement for which 
it i8 best suited, t think, and I am accordingly setting such material 
aside for Just that purpose, « '>'■ ' 

What little cotton there is is now rolling and the weather, 
although oool, remains .fair. Everyday of sunshine is doubly thrilling 
beoauwe it means that Arenbourg is that muoh nearer and the sooner will 
a start be made, thanks to one who understands, - the sooner will 
applications of one form or another, based on reports, be started, 

• *- % -• ** ' * t A ..W- .,..1 • x . u. ttJU a 1 

xoux report, covering so many other topios was splendid. The 
several angles that became apparant following the departure of your 
patient, were especially intriguing, strange how things come to the 
surface at such a time, -As I recall d'Amranzio once oontemplated going 
aloft, .high above some remote section of the Alps, and there in his 
plane exploding a bomb that would obliterate every vestgae of his phy¬ 
sical self 1 , and so fill the world with wonder as to where he had dis¬ 
appeared, . One big difference between these two gentlemen, 
however, seems to have been in the fact that the whole world knew 
by heart what was perpetually stirring, while it was in complete 
ignoranoe of the other's activities, . 

» 

You saw A'illoah. i was interested in the report concerning his 
physical appearanoe and his intention to do a bit of traveling. The 
latter feature sounds good, even though the family of his hostess 
will no doubt be as distracting as those he left at home. Perhaps 
grandchildren don't worry,people so much,, - theix great activity 
and their noise, as people without children or grandchildren.. Per¬ 
haps, too, in this instanoe, the grandchildren may have a mellowing 
effect, which would be all to the good. Somehow i always felt \ 
that Tilloah was so wrapped up in his own oake of ice that 
the warmth of his heart never did .get a very large circle of radiation. 
Perhaps all that has happened during the past few years may have 
thawed ttings out a little. I hope so, - for his own sake, since 
notching seems to .warm one's own soul so much as projecting it beyond 
one's own personal confines and limitations. 
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You were quite right in saying you knew I would he glad to 
learn of Agon’s return. Off hand, I oan think of no n one whose 
return would give ms greater satisfaction* He was always suoh a 
grand guy,, and tjtien,! too, there was always the feeling that sometime 
or other all of us would likely find our roads intersecting again, and 
it is with relish that i contemplate suoh a possibility. Someday it 
is going to be interesting to learn if you do not find his wife ever 
so much like Celeste. Should the : two of them oome together, 2 they 
might not appear at all in that manner, and yet, as I view them, 
the, one present, the other in retrospeot, I am enormously impressed 
by the similarity of appearance and mental equipement. 

In this letter, - or an accompanying one, I shall enclose letters 
from old man river and from dora. Of the old man river one, it is 
interesting that it should have been wrltte at all, for it is the 
fixst b*;aad apd butter ope: I ever -knew him to send.V I reokon it may 
be because he thought, - and quite rightly, that I was mad. In the 
letter, if L remembe* correctly, he apologizes t 1jhat he should have 
oome unannounced, but says that he hpq. *00 other alternative", flow 
that must be a phrase he has used so often that he has forgotten its 
njeaning. I oan think of at least three alternative#; - he might have 
wired or telephoned or not oome in at all, - by remaining in Alexandria. 
But of course it iU ridiculous to apply any kind ox norma pattern of 
soolal rules in-that o&se. ou . , i 

,J he line from Life, as copied by Lora, sound very nioe. I 
am not including the prospectus from Simon and Schuster, as I am 
returning it herewith to him by return mail. I, for my part, want to 
have nothing to do with that .business, I have already written him, 
although he had not received the letter, that I think the Scrapbook 
would probably t as soon be aooepted by D* Appleton-dentury, Macmillan 
or Random a ouee, and that they would*make an advancement as against 
royalties to as great an amount as the so-called Simon and Schuster 
grant, whioh is nothing more or less in itself than a royalty advance. 

Lid I tell you that on the strength of Mrs. Lake's article in the 
Port "orth paper, quite a few pilgrims headed in at *elrose yesterday. 
Although I like nioe pilgrims, we really don't need any in particular, 
but it is good to know that the Lake article got customers, for she 
mqy do as well when I set.her to work on a Glemenoe Show, if and when, 
to paraphrase Life, that thing gets arrangeftiiin flort Worth. 

'■j' We for those Marsh^ll-Waoo belles, nothing comes to hand from 
tojhoiAe^^by certainly take the oork out of the bottle alright. 
Ordinarily it would seem strange that they never did acknowledge the 
rough draft of the Gape Hiver artiolt. Perhaps they thought it 
too bad to mention, and yet knowing them as I do, based on silence 
at the time of 0 the April flood, charge the whole thing off to the 
fact that they just don't write until they get around to actually 
making a move in some direction or other. It is wonderful if they 
can operate on suoh a method, but even though they may find that 
method satisfactory, sox far as they go, - i must say it doesn’t 
suit me at all. I shall stop with one page in hopes of inclosing 
items mentioned above. Again my thanks on behalf of Arenbourg. 


Sdptember EOth, 1946. 


Memorandum to flipping ^ervioe; 

I enclose a couple of letters which, if I recall correotly, are 
not of much importance, save as to give a flavor to the times. 

It seems to me the one from Bora had a pointor ^owinitbut 
ns I reoall the one 'from Lady Lake, hers was nothing Speoial, sa e 
for the addresses whioh it might oontain. I ® 0n ^ ** 
for oopying those items, and shortly I shall bombard 
particulars about ^lemenoe in anticipation of a Jfort Worth exhibit. 

I don't want either letter back. 

Our cool spell is oVer and I am glad for I have one of those 
summer oolds that respond muoh more readily t<3 sunshine and he t 
an than to olouds and damps. 

a latter to - a. from ^rs. Aand m yesterday's post indicates 
that the ladies will head out for home early on this coming Sunday 
morning -You night say that will mark the official opening 

of^he 6 autumn season undoubtedly there .111 »»*« 

about the plaoe but certainly no more harmony than has pleasantly 
dominated everything during the past three weeks. 

s ooner or later the housd wherein 1 dwell wili bava. 
be jacked up considerably. u ne night during a big old. _ 

a few months baok, it must have settled, - and all of a sudden, 
about 4 or 6 inches. It made a report like the explosion of a 
cannon. L a et night it settled further, and now aomeOf the doors 
on the north side of the house open only part way. 
looked after before the crop is gathered, and will hold up alri D ht 
for that length of timd. After that shall worry myself more 
Jbout other^houeee,„hut In the mean time one'gets quite • Wok out 
of navigating in a hoilse whose floors are at a 30 degree angle. 

flhat with a lot of things I want to jo down today, while ^ere 
is an abundance of fceaoe and quiet, 1 shall not join ^r. .Knipmayer 
after his oall at Melrose, to go to Miss Sally s for dinner. 

The outing is always Rood* since it tends to eradicate a "V 

^bs fw^y brain! but today I shall forego the pleasure and stick 
!!o!e to this Aboard and let the magnolia table groan without me. 
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While at the store yesterday, one of the young priests from 
^t, Augustin ohatted with me for a few moments. He said he 
had just h'een reading a hook, - Blessed Are The Meek, - I believe he said 
the title is, - by some Holish number. It seems to be something about 
the 5th Crusade, - with possibly something about St. Francois d'assisai. 

I reokno A shall never get around to read, - if and when I .ever get my 
Reading ^ohine baok, - but I oertainly would like to know something 
about the Children's Crusade, - which I believe the 5th wsb, 

'I guess that was one of the rankest crimes ever committed in 
the name of religion, with thousands of children from all o er Europe 
started off on a big old pilgrimage in the general direction of the 
Holy Land, - then in the hands of the Turks, Someone has said 
that the Children's Crusade was engineered by some Venetian merchants 
who were in commercial relations with the Turks, As I understand 
it vast amounts of the children were sold off into slavery and the 
whole business petered out completely. It oertainly would be in¬ 
teresting to know just how muoh the Churoh and how muoh business 
associates of the w hurch, and how muoh the military leaders of the times 
had to do with those strange movements. What Charles and Mary 
Beard ought to do, - having long since done An BoonOmlo Interpretation 
of the American devolution, - is to do another opus, - An Economic 
Interpretation of the Crusades. 

,J k« radio has muoh to say these days about Tokio versus Washington 
as regards the top men at present in those two places. From what 
I hear, - looally, - and stemming for the most part from the Capitol, 
is that the Tokio man , while an excellent military mind, is primarily 
a political number, and somhow ourrent doings and sayings seem to 
oonfirm that idea. It will be interesting to see how things unravel 
between now and the next eleotion. It is premature to say that 
the Presidential ticket might read: Truman versus McArthur, but some 
people seem to think that might well be in the cards. 

A ‘oday at noon, old "Doc." Cross will be buried, - not in 

3t. *ary s graveyard on .Little River, but along side his papa and 

mama way up the road, some little distanoe beyond Bermuda, - and 
few will honor his passing. old "Doo. was too hardy as an individm 1 
to be muoh beloved, and noon day in the middle of the week, - and 

at cotton *1 time, with the weather fair, -’is no time for a big 

funeral anyway. Now if it were hoeing time and hot and people were 
looking for an excuse to frolic, then there might be hopes for a large 
turn out. But this Is something else again, - mid September, and 
so a few people will lay the old man away, and before very long every¬ 
one will have forgotten how in defiance of all known physical Laws 
their remarkably energetic man held off death for years and * 

in complete disregard of Nature's customs, Just went about his 
business, more of a personification of M ary Baker Eddy's Mind Over 
Matter than anyone I have ever known. Forgive a dull letter - 
I may do worse next sitting. * 
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September Hist, 1946, 


Memorandum to capping Service*: 

This morning I was confronted by a startling bit of 

news: * . * * •' 

"You hear-ed they done kille4 God?" 

Aurell’ia, that remarkable girl, had passed this way to 
bring me some breakfast. As near as I can figure it, she must 
have been making some inquiry from somebody or other as to 
the identity of •'esus, ~of whom 1 asked her particulars some time 
ago. Apparently there must have been some mix up in her mind 
or in that of her informer, so that •'esus 8 nd God oame out to 
be the same person and that an end had been put to the latter, 

v) 1 • . ..v p OC XO f\ fff* 1 ■■ • f ’jC*. fij ' A ! * 

^ A ***'*• -v t v sT ~-‘ J- 

Isn't it amasing'how benighted one oan be in this world 
(interruption) - but any way you*slioe it, suoh a statement was 

sufficient to take anyone a-baok„ 

.iwzjyflx. a o otuvTO xq ostoioo a "eaJtttfa" o.t ds . JX 

Another aspeot of curious religious manifestations in,these 
parts is to be found'as a by-produot of all this radio and newspaper 
spqoe given some orakk-pot out in California or some suob place, 
regarding the end of the world, set for 9:30 this morning. 

It is an interesting oomentary on how fast news gets around 
in this modern world that plenty of illiterate negroes are doing 
muoh speculation as to what is about to transpire, and the newspaper 
and radio spaoe given this item seems to have shaken up a lot of fear 
in the minds of many a mulatto who ought to know better than to give 
it more than its amusing aspect, as implied by the press and the 
air. Yesterday one of the Balthasars, - not Sammy but Airey, 
approaohed me, visiably disturbed in soul. He confessed to me that 
he hadn t been to ^huroh in years and that he had almost forgotten 
about oOnfession. He had just read about the world coming to 
an end, however, and was greatly troubled. He asked me if I 
had mis*givings, and declared that if he should escape the end of 
things until Sunday, he moat oe tainly was going to High Mass and 
to Confession just as soon afterward as he oould, and that he was 
never going to miss attending services again, Airey has a oouple 
of boys in the service, - I mean he is that mature, and seemingly 
should have sense enough to give such business its proper plaoe 
in the pattern of news flashes, but he is merely a sepia example 
of a world that reads headlines, swallowing them hook, line 
and sinker. 
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September 21a t, 1945, 


The enclosed letter from one of the former "Weavln 
Boys, is no? very* interesting. He is at Fot Halloran, - o» 
some such plaoe on Staten Island, where he has been with 
a group having something to do with the Prisoners of *7ax in 
that x area It waa interesting to learn that Kenneth 
would be out Shortly, and I assume he will be passing by 
thi 8 way as he heads toward Denton#,, , . 0 ,i 

The impending week has some sort of a business on the 
agenda for Tuesday, - I may have mentioned it, - I may not# 
There is to be some sort of doings in the drainage section 
of the peoane groves on Uelrosa# ft fit* toward Kittle and 

Sam Jones is to be the main speaker, I believe# I mustn t for- 
o-a* aai icrhtad Governor Bailey of ^iss# was with 


As I stepped, into the post office this morning to post a . - 
note to you, whom should 1 run into by Charles Maaurette, who had i 
oome up from ^ittle River, bent on driving the clerk's oar into town. 

Would 1 go with him? 

• * 

I would# • tl 

4 ! • v v *♦ - c *• r* „ j., flT.j * r > hJo 4 . 9 .i 3 unQ f *r^jow v' 9fie 

And so, without any further ado, we both took off forthwith# 

* There was a oheok up on last Friday's check-up which I wanted 
to attend to, but had not dreamed of such a splendid opportunity# And 
so I made the mos]; of that and a couple of other little matters, and 
so baek to M elroee by one o'clock# 

There I found the mail awaiting me, and after saying goodbye 
to*Charles, * stumbled over ^r. Brew at the garage, awaiting the beginn 
ing of the afternoon's labox at the gin# *e withdrew to the shade of 
a peoane hard by, and there we ran through your letter, • and had just 
finished it, when the big o&d engine in the ootton section started 
turning, and ^r. -^rew assured me that he would pass by my house later 
today, - or possibly tonight, depending upon when the gin shut,down 
for the dayt e joj. 

First of i all, let me say how muoh I appreciate the nioe fat 
enclosure, containing particulars in regard to the de Hesieres. That 
is something I shall have the pleasure of exploring tonight, and doubly 
will you te at my side# not only for the data it contains, but also 
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th ? absorption of such blessings with twice as muoh 

a ® l W ?? ld ^ a7Q form « rl y. w ben I contemplate the further 
faot that eventually these may be shared at Arenbourg. After all 

nothing in life Is pf muoh value unless shared, and somehow intellectual 
blessings are doubly prised if they oome to one, - should I say 
if they oome to two, when situated away off in the country. Somehow 
for me, at least, the disouseions of t ings intellectual in oitiee * 
l00 ® es a , lot oi valu «t too often-majofr ifctelleuotual’ 

edifioee, - too closely surrounded with extraeneous additional souroes 

°““»t °* leBsar Tal " 9 tba 7 actually pisMBfc ’ 

oi?« t ??i t 9 rra f* ?’ i-.ow 8 ver, ahara aarth, »at.r, elr and sky 

are all seemingly united, • and there Isn’t too muoh artificial concents 
k J°Mng about,- the real values in-such disuossions as P 
appeay on the-Ipvitation to ^earning programs, oome out into the 

i ? v m *? n0r , that gives them muoh more of their real 
worth, unencumbered by the olaBhing non-essentials, or the exoess of over- 
1 eas that so often be-oloud one in the deserts pf intelleetualisms 
* automStiofelly make themself felt whenever there is too great * 

a artificiality, - a short-oirouiting of Truth. 

T+ 4 J™ ni «« «o say.so many pleasant things about the artiole. 

It is good of you to tell me your re-action, for being so steered in 
th. setting and the facts, as I sa. at this plaos, itVSf tje’gr«?ast 
val^e to me to have someone like you to give me a true picture of your 
impressions to what might be stressed or lightened up on a little . 7 

■> E fold* orxf-xoeic dsal no q/r io&rfo a as. 

®k°® ld have ®® ntdoned P®S« 8 both pleases, and oonfirms 
my impression that your understanding of the thing* - and my own 
mis-giyings on the thing are identical. Mrs. ^attison set that pass 
that 6 oi n part ^ oular » pointingout at the time she returned the manuscript 
?v g 2 8 e 8 £? 2 ially had 8he altered the script considerably. I am 
that you ^ it u P° n that particularly weak spot, for that will 
afford me an Opportunity to go straight to that'seotion of the artiole 
when opportunity presents someone with whom I may work on that part. 

l I have not had anyone to read the thing to me since it was 

typed, I am not at all certain as to any of the Variationsfwithout the t) 
v, ^ 0 OO S n i ZQ immediately that the sentence you quote is one of-those * 
which has been tampered with, and I am enohanted to have this especial 
one brought to my attention. o.i , especial 

. £ aexcise# eo eiiJ oa brcser ul sxoXctldxa ^nlulcdaoc .exosoloae 

bAdSTjppose 1 shall hold the artiole for a little while honinc- 

T S Ji n £ t i?° P * JJ a ! J h0 * e shall belles will eventually bob^tp. 

I do believe.that in. a thing like The Staturday Evening Post, where 
the pictures,of ^randpere , etc.If could be reporduoed in r del or,’' 
the artioie would be muoh better* as a mere explanation of the illus- 
trations, but in the event those elusive ladies never do show up I 
shall patch the thing a little more and send it along to some other 
,magazine, - something say, like Harper’s or The header's ^igest. 
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* 1 wav vou never to put yourself in the olass of hora, bo far 

as correspondence goes «d the fact that 

-m are over-aoundant «lth such good cheer 
thlt they .ell last me, - from one to the t»her, 

in flora' s case. I M 

he does sometimes let quite ia few extraEj q£ J tlllon e xtra- 

whereas, as only too well do •! _ » other as the busy minutes of 

driculax duties impengs, «W■ other! As I have 

the day fall thick and fast* 1 t olea°e don't ever feel rushed 
before remarked, and do here *bP® a » p _ letter8 . m any of whioh are not 
to take pen in hand In responding to my letters, many 
so much ^ems calling for responses as mere ^^^^ay^otUng 

goes on locally, JtiSly* will somehow pejhaps formulate a backdrop 
8 of m moe°oomplete fompSion .hen things are' right at Arenhcnrg and • 
undertake a couple of million things jointly. 


we 


interruption. , 

c , ^Sf ▼ \ P . n 11 fi *, .1 t r, b ( i ,V!| » F I" \J f ft ft ti fl 1 \ 

, so ox as-* jo noxjtf., oqu uaj r)" , *. • l . , a f 

I resume after dark, - although a nioe mellow moon through 

the bananas eliminates the dark. 

s ^in cm xCjx* ° ■ Ov *Boiw.. ».v 

Mr. Brew read me your nioe, nice letter immediately following 
the cessation of the day's activities. She stars were already be- 
; ginning to twinkle and somehow the peaoe and quiet of the country- 
si e, plus the general softeness of the light and the pleasant 
perfumes of early autumn somehow united to bring the report and 
its writer ever so much oloser to one’s feelings. It was so 
speoial to read of the cotton plant in the ^otannical SardenB whioh 
you found, supported by stioks and struggling along on its weak 
knees, while within arms length began, from where we sat. Just 
aores and-^acres of the same kind of plant, as sturdy as could be. 

It was so good of you to give me particulars regarding the 
Marly Worses. I think 1 have mentioned to you before that 
the Viotory -^ay pictures -of la -flaoe 1 de la ^onoorda were so depress¬ 
ing what with the two ^oysevoix items m not on their aooustomed 
pedestals. But now it turns out that they are intaot and mounted 
again to their aooustomed plaoes. I have followed them so 
painstakingly in: their long trip from Rome, via ship, to Port 
Marly and thenoe to *arly-le-Boi, and then a hndred years later to 
the entrance to the ^hamps Rlyaees, that I really have beoome fond 
of them as one becomes fond of any inanimate object, long aooutmoed 
to seeing, - and liking. I don't ever expeet to go to Europe again, 
but if i should, - or at least so it seems at the moment, - it 
would be enough to make it by air for a week «nd, - visiti:— 
the “arly horses, for a moment, and thenoa on to Versailles 

_ _ ... «_ « _ |_ X. . A-- - M ^ ^ 


spend a long, long day, taking the plane 
on the following. It’s quite a hop to s 
you know how curious some people are. 


? to 

_ baok to Amerioa 
see a dead horse, but then 
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X was equally glad to learn of the Mayerling business, too. 

I had 'oorapletely forgotten about Stephanie, and I don t recall 
ever knowing that she had subsequently re-married and lived on 
the fine 8,000 aores estate in "ungry. I hope muoh of it was 
more productive than some of the vast holdings which go to make 
up estates in thi'a locality. " • J - 

It is strange how the economic oirole, for example, in this 
area goes 'round and 'round. Before the ^ivil War, large . 
speculators bought up great traots, with a view to sailing them off 
when ootton oulture-reached one new locality or another, following 
the war, a new set of speculators bought the same large traots with 
a view to cleaning up in some other line of departure, - lumber, or 
some suoh. Today the same business goes on, with oil as a 
possibility supplying the B oome-on • The other day, on pretty good 
authority, 1 learned that J. K had some staggering acreages in 
this Parish alone, - it seems to me it was 16,000 aores,or it 
may have been 86,000. ■ 

1 also learned that the boys have agreed that as soon as Pat 
has finished L. 8. U., - within 4 years, if military business doesn t 
get in between. • Pat will take over the operation of M elrose, and 
I assume that J. H. will devote himself exclusively to business 
Other than planting, . - . - e:.^3c t 

"ut all this isparenthetioal to the news about Stephanie. 

I reoall that you once read a life of the impress Elizabeth, her 
mother-in-law, I don.'t remember having heard you mention anything 
especial in that volpme about her* Vaguely in mind there is somethin,, 
about a Parity Baiaar in Paris (interruption) • something about 
a fire in ^aris whan a Parity Baaaar was the soene of death for 
oU number of. socially prominent people, and it seems to me that 
Btephei&e had something to do about that Ball, but it must be she 
survived that disaster. . 

Jay ew t; i. '.e ' i .iJ ”J. , "j 

It ip sweet of you to share the winter things with us at this 
time and it is nioe to know that you are including the shoes along 
with the other items, for shoes are at a great premium in these parts. 
They are expensive^ too, .and what with,ft short, ootton orop, many 
a lad will have to pinch himself twice to get the whithal to acquire 
foot wear for school this winter, of course a lot of the people go 
barefoot as long as the weather holds fair, but when the wintry 
weather starts, shoes are plmost imperative, and I may remprk that 
it doesn’t take long for soles to wear out, phat with the Bermuda Boa 
being gravelled and a distance (rount trip) of from d to 8 
miles to be trudged daily. 

I must stop at this point and undertake a -couple of other 
things, in preparation for the return of thp patient on Monday, 
or rather on Sunday. io. More on the morrow, and in the mean 
time a million thanks for a billion Joys. erfi 


• 0 


136S 


September 24th, 1945. 


Memorandum to dipping a ervioe: 

r train* we shall have tb let*, the enclosure from James act as 
a letter in this case, since time in against muoh "desk-work this morning. 

You will be interested to learn that the Madam returned yesterday 
evening - Sunday. a he looked greatly improved. She didn t sound so. 

I thiSk the trip did not' turn the trick. That is my first impression 
after seeing her but a short time. My opinion on the matter will be 
confirmed or altered later today when contact has been established more 

thoroughly. . >- 

une hopeful sign was the fact that she quoted her Hot springs 
TVhtroi pi RTt SR saving she should retrttn to the Springs within six 
Khs “ 2d He !ee£ed “ like that idea. I think that is something 
that will be necessary, - with increased frequency, as time goes on. eu 

I told her * had received a card from you, stating that the uncle 
department had naturally made great drains on your time and energy but 
that you had thought of us often and that you had beetf so fortunate as 
to find a copy of the Van ^yke book which would probably arrive in 
today's post. 6 he seemed genuiniely glad to hear from you, and &*ked me 
to send all her love and advise you to go slowly and not try to write 
in KS difficult times. *he 8a id she herself wasJt writing to anyone 
JecSse it was too exhausting. *or your own information. her reaction i 
in your direction seems to be most kindly. Sister came by before her 
Mother arrive yesterday, oaomplaining that she hadn t written her a line 
in months, - and that during the past three weeks she hadn t heard 
a word from her, save from post oards from Mrs. Battison. It seems 
she writes to no one. I know that sh*e didn't even write , H. 

Alright, that is that department, and it looks like much the same 
pattern juet ahead. . 

I told yesterday that 1 proposed to get her to "assist in 

planting A renbourg, although in reality that was merely a subterfuge o 
get her into the road. He thought it a fine idea. 

I have given much thought to Arenbourg of late, especially in 
regard as to selecting one building, or the other, to put a roof on and 
to make habitable temporarily. The small cabin is pretty much nothing 
but a frame, - but the frame is wonderful. That should get a tin roof on it 
as early as possible. A, he other house, - the one in the pioture of the 
youth with his horse, is larger and in better condition, but requires a 

vian WAA# t.AA i think* 





- 


I 
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September 25th, 1945, 


This latter building will have to evenutally be turned a little 
so that m it will faoe more southerly than westerly, , and some kind of 
beaverboard or some such composition will have to be introduced to seal the 
inside. I am under the impression that if 1 undertake the alterations 
advisedly, quite a lot of it can be accomplished with the estate carrying 
most of the job. . * 

*'or that reason, • and beoause of the mental upset of last summer 
at the time ^ora left, » not his mental, - but his hostessd, *• I should 
rather prefer to get Arenbourg pretty well along 'before he came here to life. 
I am accordingly watching the block of A 'ime fall in where they may, 
hoping that the general pattern will work out as well as could be 
hoped by not trying to oontrol the developement and the settling of the 
place in advanoe of day to day happenings. 

’ Yesterday I bought up' the ^xeixbouxg planting, as much with a view , 
to Jog J, H. ’ s memory to get the **etoyers ; out of the place as soon 
as possible, - and also with a view to* getting some “must" alterations 
made just as soon as the gather of the crop is finished and traotors 
and men will be available. 

fiugene, - the former store > clerk, - after 4 years of war, is 
baok again, having returned to his home in Cloutierville yesterday. 

I think he will be employed in some other & enry projeot other than * 
the former position, - 'I hope. 

Dan "enry is out of the Army and awaits a boat in Honolulu. That 
faotor may* also color things locally for a while, - domestically. 

Add these two faotors were supposed to tie up with something 
or other, but the point eledes me momentarily. In the mean time, I 
figure that six months hence will about take us into February, which is 
an ideal time for moving many plants, and should tings go nicely between 
now and the, the gounds should be pretty much in order for such business, 
and hot iprings will ©all my helper, so that I shall be able to accomplish 
much without even having to say So to suggestions. 

aTUTBI’ IT y -* * ' t 

Simply must ’skip at this moment. The weather holds good and 
it continues warm, but somehow there is a hint of Fall in the air. 

Tomorrow Sam ^ones and a hundred other will be here to, inspect the Melrose 
drainage ditohes, eto., and a big time is bxpeoted in the food department, 
back in the peoane groves, . 


sr oa rove 

„ 1 ©V bru 

1 ’• 

. r > m v ti 6 


Memorandum to Clipping ServiceJ . « _ 

Sightly, at 10:15, over Station WHO, Des Moines, oomes 
the very exoellen braodoast by W« 1)1 Nelson, who prefaces his 
aooount ,of the news in a deep voioe, with thise somewhat aoinous, 
if not terrifying words: 

i.[ : . * aarf iTomeji Y1 ,ao;\o -jalea ^ -• vc 

"These are the latest developertents." 

i I have nothing ominous or terrifying to report this morning, 
and yet that thought from Des Moines runs through my mind, and 
at the same time 1 recall that Woodrow Wilson, as a boy, was want to 
spend an hour each day with his .father, at the conclusion of which, 
young Wilson was asked to wrtie down an account of the subjects cover¬ 
ed .in the conversation, keeping them in their proper order of value, 
with no exaggerations and no understatements. 

With these two faotors in mind, - a presentation of the 
latest developements, plus and attempt to give them their 
true, proportions, that is .the difficulty that confronts me, 

jv, As indicated in my report of yesterday. Hot Springs did not 
turn the trick, . Dur patient seems rather more on the gay side, but 
although obviously stronger than before leaving Melrose, she moved 
about but little, remaining all day on her sofa. Ha ™S bea “ 
away from home, conversation turned on things far a-field. That 
is always good, sinoe it prevents her from getting local situations 
out of line in her mind. But when it came time for dinner, she 
decided she was going to eat*in her room. X ate*with her. 

She said she would come down stairs for supper, ' It was hot during 
the day, but a good shower in the afternoon oooled things off con¬ 
siderably, Come supper time, and she decided she would not go 
down stairs,, '*• ’ J ]o lie 

t r% r a j 4 fttjjjyrrx •* r •». ^ 1 > <« **■ 

Always, in the past, after returning from an absence of a day or 
a week, her strongest desire has been to look over the gardens. 

She now returns after three weeks, apparently quite indifferent to 
what is doing in the horticultural department, Xdn: 

Usually she has undertaken a flock of notes, immediately upon 
her return to ^elrose. Yesterday sfce asked me to write notes to 
you and to Caroline Dormon, to Stephen Henry, Joe, Dan and others. 
This is all I shall have to say on this point for the moment, and l 
trust it gives some idea of how we head into the autumn season. 


















y 
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I list the above items at the top of the page so you may 
the more readily detatch it, if you care to. St, Amand is • 
writer of whose work. ? may, not. hayf spoken frequently to you, and yet 
I know not why, sihoe I'have long liked him ever so muoh. I reckon 
I haven t read a hook of his in 16 years, and yet, - if my taste has 
not changed oonsierably, I think I still like him a lot. 

A number of years ago, his works were translated into 
English, - and possibly Amerioan, and the translation was so good 
that I liked them rather better than in the original. 

friil-iAkio 'finfijiofi u * V; vtf •Jseohbastf ael'Ispxs' v;*ev ei{> 

I think you might stumble over some of his works, - in their 

English translations, almost any old time, (interruption}. 

I mention the above titles as being ones, if. memory hasn't slipped a 
cog, that 1 liked particularly well* /j piu r* 

X am under tfce impression that you might find these items at 
about 20 or £6 oents, since they probably have but limited appeal. 

^ V ^ ^ ■ tklX f ^ tjo c a a - 

When X used to read them, X did so beoausa X loved *ersailles 
.and the 18th century, - the oentury of Yoltaia, lime, de Pompadour 
and of Lessing*, I still would like them for the same reason, but 

for this added point: - 

' • - * 1 • ^ * 

They are aa intregal a pert kn the perfect understanding of 
Louisiana as books on Louisiana itself. Too frequently, as 1 
consider the libraries X have known, devoted ,to Louisiana, 
to Often, as I oonsider the writers of Louisiana, I find that the 
books have been devoted exclusively to Louisiana ana the writers, 
with a few rare exceptions, ^ such a® Gayarra, sto,, have known 
« little ( dr no thing*., of the outside world or of 18th oentury 
Europe', - and in oonsequenoe, their writings Jiave been totally 
without* the ne'oessary flavor which is necessary, to make Louisiana 
the deloious piece of pie it really is. 

And so, in mentioning the St. Amand volumes, - there are a great 
many, I think, - and hone of them have any reference to the new 
world, I do so ftith a view to making,preparations far in advance for 
the Arenbourg Library, for Arenbourg should devote itself largely 
to the Lowwr Mssissippi Valley, and in so doing,,it is bound to 
embraoe ofa all of 18th oentry Eruope, - pluse the last half 
of the 17th oentury, - or it is a pioture of the times and the place 
without any ooloring, without any background. 

And while on the general subject of bosks, I must mention 
another volume which is quite interesting. - quite one sided, as 
I recall, but altogether fascinating t in its details and particulars 
of that segment of French Amatory, sandwiched in between the 
XIV and the XV loi^s. It is an Amerioan publication, - 

^ in s'l -'J A U - * ** ^ « 4 t 
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Franoe Under the Regency by Perkins. 

It also is a book that would be but aligslightly read, 
end might be pioked up, by some rare ohanoe, on the bargain counters 
now and then. 

The most fasoinating seotion of it is that part devoted to 
The Mississippi Bubble, 

As I remember it, there was an excellent aooount of the 
speculation that went on at suoh a mad rate under John Law, when 
shares of the Mississippi enterprise made millionaires out of 
scullions and paupers out of princes. 

The above items will be books that will never appe r on 
# the heading M aohine, but there is a good ohanoe that on long 
damp winter eveings at arenbourg, comfortably seated before a cosy 
fire and fortified with some pleasant beverage, one may share these 
counter-parts of old Louisiana with relish, and that a throough 
digestion of the American chapter of the 18th oentury will be the 
more satisfying and complete, when backed up by suoh tomes which 
in themselves are a delight, with or without relationship to any¬ 
thing else. 

There was some other point x wanted to touoh upon, but it 
eludes me momentarily, and what with a crowd of people in the 
offing, - for the barbecue, A shall have to fold up about now. 

You will forgive suoh a lop sided , literary discussion, and 
for my part I shall try to get baok into more perfeot balance at 
my next sitting. 





I 









i 


From the 


Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 


University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




. 











1370 


IS 




\ 

A 


.J 




v eu aeno r . .** 

, T - ,■ ' ■. ^ 

I 

rv i O j » It * 

i' . __ m u:. v i > a;.xt.2 




September 25th, 1945. 


tfi D ii. *. * 1 , . ‘ * “ 1 T ’ 0 ^ 

Memorandum to dipping Service: 

The enclosed card is sent merely for the printed notation that 
appears on the front, • something about sanitary white attendants, 
which i8 quite good, ^ think.* 

Yesterday was a full day, and the daily drizzle held off until 
long after the festivities were over, so that things turned out very 
nicely. \ " « 

The cavaloade of planters, Federal and State officials, etc., 
arrived about 11. Gheer was dispensed in the the store, and one had 
an opportunity to meet old friends and to make new ones, 

I chanced to be on the store gallery when ex Gov. 5am Jones arrived 
and J, introduced me immediately upon greeting him* 

I told Lir. Jones that I would waive reference to his political 
accomplishments but would pass along a good word, as expressed by 
Gov. Bailey of Mississippi, on his literary attainments, especially 
his article of last autumn entitled "long Shadows over Louisiana . 

I guess reference to his writing, - in suoh a group at least, has been 
infrequent, and he seemed pleased. He is a short, rather on the plump 
side, kindly person, easy to talk with and interested, apparantly, in 
everything. I enjoyedmy little chat with him. 

▲ little before 12, perhaps 200 people and groups of people 
had arrived, and J. H. sought me out and said: "let s go , - and 
so we headed off toward little River, driving deep into the grove 
of pecanes* Several trucks had been* drawn up in the shade of some 
trees, and tables were piled high with food, - barbecue beef, 
potatoe salade, etc., etc.. Further along were trucks with iced drinks,- 
Gooa-Gola, beer, etc. 

There were two or three addresses of welcome, - brief ones 

x^an a long line was formed, - it moved rather leisurely but 
sufficiently smoothly to avoid any stalling, and each person passed 
by-the automotive buffet, selecting his own food or having attendant! 
serve him at will. *nd once fortified with ample stores, one 
joined little knots of men who, for the most part, used the ground 
as a resting place and a treen trunk as support for resting his back. 
That made for informality, intimacy and comfort, and the pionio 
was a suooesas* 

-A boio ! (over) “ \ , . f 
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It was during this period that Mr. Jones oontaoted me, referring 
to what 1 mentioned early about Got. Bailey, and asking me if I 
ever visited Mississippi muoh. I confessed that 1 had in times gone 
* by, and he then asked if I had ever heard muoh about the Natahez 
Trace, and I oonfeased affirmatively again. He wanted to know 
points about it, - historically and its present political and 
economic aspeots. I told him what I knew. He was kind enough 
to say that this was the first time it had ever been made clear to 
him, both as to its ante bellum nature and the relation of that 
aspect of it to the present talk about the highway, 

I told him quite frankly that I had heard it rumored that 
he was being groomed for the office of Louisiana U. 3. Senator, and 
that I hoped he would be successful, and if so, I hoped the word 
Natchez ^'raoe would appeay in his Senatorial Speeches, and that there 
were some purely State subjects, - an Archives Department in Baton 
Rouge, of which I should speak to him at some more appropriate time 
and plaoe* 

|, va a( i 'di. 1 L -r a x* v ' *• »* *" 

About this time, the eating part of the plonio was concluded, and 
it was time for the speech making, and so that ended our conversa¬ 
tion for that sitting, 

• * i-f ' -it, r tfc.vjj r 3 J j£ . ’ l)! • "* • J ' *- 

Most’ of the speeches were about drainage, - the day’s meeting 
having been based on the ditches and oanals dug during the past year 
on M elrose, - and the best of these talks were by Mr. Jones, I was 
impressed by one statement he made relative to the eventual drying 
up of fax moneys, currently gathered from oil and natural gase pro¬ 
duction in Louisiana, • the parallel in my mind being between that 
statement and. one made by Sargent Prentiss in the 1840's or 1850*8, 
wherein that Mississippi Senator predicted .that one day Miss, would 
loose its first place in cotton production to Texas or some other 
State and that thought should be given as to what would re-place 
the staple as a means of wealth for the citizens of the State. 

• i 1 ' i r ’ ~ <■'• . ' jJ , 1 •' ^ * t M * 

Eventually I shall find that speech, quote from it, and include 
it in a note to Gov, Jones, I think he will like it. and possibly 
make use of it, - and besides, it will do no harm to do a little 
oorrespondending with that gentleman,. ,.. , 

following the various speeches, the crowd divided into tww 
parts, - those who wanted to tour the drainage system and those 
who wanted to inspeot the peoane groves, I thought this made a 
perfeot exit for me, and so I t headed out toward home on foot. 

It was hot and I was all a-drip when I arrived. Accordingly I stoked 

up some fire in my heater and within a,short spaoe of time, - but 
perhaps an hour or so after quitting the pionio, - what with the 2 
or 3 ttiile walk following, I plunged into my bath, 

in the midst of that business, 1,heard the bell on my gate 
jingle, and loi'there was J, H, and a group of perhaps 20 of the 
officials who had taken part in the festivities. Not unlike Venus 
arising from the sea, 1 emerged from the waters, unhooked my screen 
doors, and greeted the gentlemen on the gallery. J, H. said he 
hqd no intention of disturbing me and merely wanted the men to see 
the exterior of the house, - its mud walls, eto., but I insisted 
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that he bring them in to view the "family portraits", as we always 
style the mulatto psstraits that adorn the walls of this house. 

And'so we had another shott round of ohatter and laughter, and 
with me <iri my bathrobe looking more like a deplumbed chicken than 
thanthing else, A imagine. 

And so that part of the day was done, • what with their 
departure, with a final inspection of the banana plants along my 
front gallery which one man said he didn t believe was true as to 
htrt -height and^vlgorousneBB, even though he saw them plainly before 
his own eyes, ■‘■'hey really are surpassing anything i have ever seen, 
and strangely enough without any espeoial care having been 8 1 *®!?™®®* 

I guess they are just another manifestation of that sunflower business 
of childhood of which, i think, I have spoken to you before. 

As for my patient, she seems to be following out my orignal 
snap judgement that hot Springs did not turn the trick. All day 
yesterday she seemed to be in-a pretty good humor, but remained 
in her hightbown all day, never even putting on her stockings. She 
remained on her sofa until about 7 p.m., when she transferred from 
it to her bed;' I assume that unless cooler weather gives her muoh 
added vitality, she will oontinue to sag slowly. I pass anotyer 
round to *ot S prings during the early Winter cannot be far from 
contemplating as a foregone conclusion. 

A letter from Lan u enry-reports that he is in Aos A ngeleB, 
having reaohed there from the Hawaiian Islands a day or-two ago. 

-he speaks of going on to fort Sam Houston, >* somewhere in T «a®, 
and 1 thence to -^elrose about October 1st. -J. M, says he is not out 
of the Army, but this seems like an awfully oong trip for a mere fur¬ 
lough. We shall see. The M a da has mis-givings as to the probability 
that he will take up drinking heavily , onoe he is back, - so many 
of the soliders, • or rather-ex-soldiers, in this area seem to be 
inclined in that direction. Well, we shall cross that bridge 
when we oome to it. 

Both in the morning and in the afternoon, or rather the evening, 
while I sat with my.patient, she spent ever so muoh time speaking 
of the developement of Arenbourg and wanting me to undertake it 
just as soon as the Metoyers move. Ostensibly I ajn A®.J. 0T ® r seal™*, 
and the more I incline toward holding baok, the more she U J8® 8 me 
to get going. This is a very pleasant aspeot, as I had not been 
quite sure what the reaotion would be. Apprantly, however, it is 
all to the good, 

I telephoned Miss Culver on the Madam's behalf yesterday 
morning. I found her at the Library '-ommission in B ;J°? ’ and 

she says she is heading up this way for a few day s visit about 
t e seoond week in u otober. So be it. 

I over J 
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rl4 ew ."sJierJroq eriJ weiv o3 ni meiiJ guild eri d'rid 

On Thursday we are scheduled to have some other people from 
Baton Rou L ,e, a M rs# Bvans and a oouple of other hags, none of 
whom * have ever seen hut some of whom seem- to know me, - or 
at least'have heard tell. ' r 1 

• v ‘ ■ '•* t ° mv v 

The olerk, - Billy Hinton, is a nioe person, and something 
of a oabinet maker when not busy at the store, festerday he 
somewhat sheepishly asked me if f he dared asked me a question^ 
about the openings from the Jean Baptiste M e tyoer house. 
allowed as how 1 thought he could. Jell, it seems that he has 
eyed the large door, - the one with the places for 36 panes with 
great yearning, wanting to try his hand at putting it back into 
first class condition, - for of course it has fuffered during the year*/ 
Hafurally I was enohaned at his'wish to do something with it, for that 
will put^ts Installation at Arenbcurg that much closer, and I 
know he will perform a labor of love on’it that will be superior 
to anything anyone else would do. u And so he is moving it 
from the old'store, where it is currently housed, and once at his 
Home* Be will make merry with his spare time at nights and on 
week end, making it just as elegant as it was originally^ 

The prignal lock from the door is missing, but I have ; 
negotiated with Bill Llorenze, currently operating the Melrose 
gargae, for the look and key whioh Harold Mesiere harrowed from 
the louis /^tpye* (Melrose) house, when he .operated that same 
garage. There is nothing particularly speoial about that'look 
and key, save that it is original, - about 1830, I should say, and 
the key, while plaih, is striking in that the,item is. about six 
or eight inches long i and somehow will go very nicely with the size of 


'■'September £7th, 1946 


•To hand your most excellent report, especially oovering a 
number of situations and personalities of mutual interest, and 
it is a great pleasure to take -pen in hand to say thanks to you for 
all the labors therein represented. 

I laughed at your -respective accounts of a err Blimp and 
Herr Chipmunk. *Herr Blimp, from your description, must somehow 
'resemble something of a cross between a err Luther and Herr Churchill, 
with a strip from the funny papers thrown in for good measure I am 
glad that they both found good Jobs, however, because for a lot 
of people food and drink are the two things in life that matter, 
and thus provided with what it takes to provide that, they are 
secure in the little worlds in whioh they move. After all, that 
no doubt is what provides happiness for them, and happiness is the 
thing everyone Beeks most, and they are assured that, with 
never a threat of grand sorrows and never the promise,of celestial 
Joys - Just a dead level on whioh they may travel to a very 
secure but a very dull termination of their existence. 

My patient has gone through her third day at home in muoh 
the same fashion as the preoeeding ones. She did dress yepterday, 
but spent the entire day in her room. I dined with her and our 
conversation was general, but rather on the gay side. She speaks 
frequently of getting to work on Arenbourg, saying she thinks 
I should undertake it Just as soon as possible. I oonour. I 
think - in faot. I am sure, that in the back of her mind she 

ATTflntnallv the ©lace Will be rather nioe, and that evetually 


Intended to say yesterday that The -Other Wise Men arrived o» schedule 
on the 84th and that the Madam was altogether enchanted with the 
edition.... «V*. \,-f J i-fod^0 .evocn sie^oJ©-* 
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The weather, oontinaas la upper 80'a, and the n ghts are 
clear although moonless. I am walking a little later than usu ^-» 
what with an absence of entertainment at home. When 

ajTu"»t lit fc«12 “ring., she «»* If 1‘ 

larce radio during her absenoe, while she took my small one along 
for entertainment while away, made noSachine^n her room * 
Xe bMk - deader"thei a doornail. Accordingly it has keen 

SSSSSsi s- 

this coming Sunday's Invita'yLon to Learning. ;J 

And speaking of the latter, program, I think f a U.®J J? mention m 
my reaction to last week’ Behalf hour on ^ryden. To me, that 

^llJfi?JeroJ 1 ?ht\?recre 1 ^^%° i wr^!n m gf; 1 ^e 1 nent 

ever see, and probably never he* much effected by, - one ay 
the other. o ib a i •; ,s\;ot 

For the most part/the discussions of Invitation to Learning are 
exoellent because they usually bjing the subject, - even though 
new, within the grapap. of the average listener,. and when t^ey 
are finished, one has much.to think about,and a desire to explore. 

I guess that is why Dr. Butler's Tuesday lectures in *atohea were and 
are so preoious, - .because one carries away a whole flock of ideas and 
desires which have been oreated by the master craftsman who has 
arranged them for him who runs to read. t : ■_ ■ - * 

Last Sunday on the L ry den our, when they spoke of the political 
poems, they slid ,ova* a big point, f taught when d: 

"Of course; we haven t time to mention the politioal setting whioh 
occasioned this poem®. That is where the purely literary mind fell 
flat on its faoe, it seemed to /ae t sinoe it evidenced the thought 
that for too many students, - scientists, etc., their ®*t9n 
error that the material with which they, deal has no relation to the 
rest of life, - as though the .stuff were something reserved in » 
s vaouuri tuba, to be examined a* a curiosity and not as an intregal 
bit pf the great mosaio whioh properly plaoed in a oorreet postion, 
is necessary to the complete understanding of life itself. 

It would oertainly sound silly to hear a group of people under¬ 
take a discussion of, say. - The Declaration of Independence, - and 
blandly remark: "Of course, .we haven’t the time to touohuupon the 
politioal aspeots obtaining in the 1770's, - the situations which 
occasioned the creation of this document." 
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Just one more swing at this thing, and ththen I shall be 
done. 

A few weeks hack, when discussing the atomic bomb, one or 
two of the people on the Invitation to Learning Hour remarked 
that in the past, scientists had often withdrawn themselves from 
the rest of humanity and worked in a little world, - set apart by 
themselves, as though it had no relation, as though they had 
no relation or responsibility, to the rest of creation. The 
point stressed at that time was that there is no fight as between 
§cienoe and Christianity, between mechanios and morals, but on the 
contrary, there is the olosest kinship, - and unless we oan kneed 
these several branohes of human endeavor into one universal whole, 
then atomic bombs will he exploding <n the wrong places and oivilizati 
tion will he going to pot beoause the scientist will have created 
a Frankenstein that Heligion cannot handle. 

Poor youi Afraid to skip a line for fear you might, by 
m some magic, run into something interesting, and yet arriving 
at the end of this diatribe without having stumbled over anything 
at all.must get a little note off to Bam Jones this morning, 
calling his attention to the remarkable parallel between a seotion 
of his peoane grove speeoh of Tuesday and one made by Sargent 
Prentiss a hundred years ago. I think referred to this 
in yesterday s note to you. Things prevented me from getting 
at it then but I am determined to rip it off this morning. 

About this time of year, the butterfly lily department 
takes a new leawe on life that is very interesting. Not always, 
but Borne times, the roots, - whioh look astonishingly like 
unboiled lobsters, send up, by some supreme effort, a 
hunge stalk, where upon, at the top, the butterfly hurst into 
astonStshing bloom, - a dozen or so at a time. I have been 
eeleating some of these fine bulbs for Arenbourg planting in 
January. I must fold up at this point as people have come for 
one thing or another, and I must gallop. 


J** 
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September 28th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

n »mnir. , hS ap for your nice letter ana fox the package, sent 
from mid-Manhattan, whioh oame to hand nicely. 


** 3 noe Ur. Brew will he reading you mUhtaklp reference to 

ll Bl lWt ie^the t Roaenweld*eahool along side St. Augustin.-. 

SL«h iut R yond«. Helen goee to Mttle River “ Sunday night, and 
oom.a home Friday night. She etajB .nh her |rmdto^«r j^glee 

10ig2&XS& hTix 6 .;^ a - a 5uS 6 ox r Pugabou^-5ho ie°a onrioufl 
iookin L hoy! - an alhlno, will get the other pair. 

,, , •Hw.r.oVartivr * a wi-p® will get one of the dresses, the light 

SSt-S;^ ts'kssr-n- 

harttheoo^^Tthe dirt dreea. 31a la a thin, thin black dartie, 
about 6 feet 5 inches in height. She ia varyjo« »A** 8 “° 

Sttjtti* rt”e 8 ^S t to°OM 1 hluse 1 Sf S aSother white she does a little wort 
withoiut the rigorB of being oliilled to death, as she usually is. 


/Q rt AAH 
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they produce, as a substitute for ooffee, - although 
know their nature, makes her feel fine. I assume tha 
her physician adds to the a psyohologioal effect, an 
better than in years. 

As all the above has to do with the family of *x 
might skip referenoe to it. 


Our patient oontinues on the droopy si,de. r ( Yesterday she did 
not dress. There were quite a few callers, - L r .. *nd Mrs. Knipmay 
In the morning, - some more people I have forgotten, and in the at 
noon, three ladies, - and rather on the'dull side, from Baton Rougi 
Just as they arrived. Ban "enry arrived from Laton Rouge or rather 
from Hawaii„ - which isn't the sma thing exactly, 

.. ' 1 quite a long talk with him and quite interesting were 

the details he had to relate oovering that plaoe during the past 
three years. His mother, of oourse, did not oome down stairs for 
either dinner or supper. ,; %is morning, according to the servant 
she is not feeling very peppy, 3he folded up at 6 o'clock, and to! 
me Bhe proposed to take liberal doses of oodine during the night. 
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X was ever so much inteiested in what you had to tell me 
readrding Life's aooount of the Pearl arbor business, I did he r 

nn thfl air but the Columbia news braodoasts are always 
eo ! a“u?I « 7 minutes at moat, aftar tha advertialng la 

eliminated, that one gets but a passing glanoe at any ®** u * t i°*| £ hey 
touch upon - especially as they seem to love to tell you a flook 
"t! - when, aa iarely. they go In for detail, I cite auoh 

R battling off a whole flock of number of regiments or 
divisions or some such of troupe that may be ® X P®°J®* £ead out from 
a,.... v nm . a, t don't know one regiment or division that 
emhraoea°anyone * 1 taow, “l thOB. detail! might well he omitted and 
aome detsll ? of actual happeningB In the world of newa euhstltuted. 

I found It very Intereating, the uee of Navajo In code , I 
can imagine It would be extremely difficult for any Jap to ever fathom 
“oh a atrang. goulaah In the kllocyolea. It aeema to me that 
t“ Idea waa Snulually clever, and I’ll bat there waa plenty of halr- 
pulling on the part of the Jape whoae tmaineaa It waa to try to 
decipher such goings on. 

Up to the present writing, the manusoript has never oome to 
hand from "‘armonson, and I must get a litter off in today s post in 
reference'to ti. In a round about way, - may X say, - 1 did learn 
tJfit little SissHamsey is presently in South Louisiana, having reoove 
T.l “rom her “cert feveraf I mua! alao get a Una off to her at 
Mnrtmn Citv urging her to pass this way while the gin is still 
going full blast, in order that we may get the final ^f^es on ne 
cotton situation for the u ane “iver article. I especially want 
to have a good photo of a black, black negro handing a ootton bowl 
to a light light mulatto. Strange how elusive that lady is, and 
vet shells'all wool and a yard wide. As I may have remarked before, 
lit J* negores have one thing in common, - too often and that 
is the very elements that make them what they are seem to delude 
^ ^prldlcatahl. el.ment which call, fur a heap of patleno. For 
a re worth the effort of exerting the patienoe, but to 
people'who do not feel that way, than that unfortunate oharaoterletlo 
of necessity rules them out of the average human orbit, 

I must skip at this point, and thanks again, both from me and 
from Pugabou, - for all the nice things that oome our way. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping a ervioe: 

1 shall begin this note bravely, although th ® r ® j; 8 . 

a ohanoe I may lot get far, since Caroline bl ” 

last night, may decide to oall on me early this 
may Carles “Wette, who'will also appear from lAttle «*▼•* . 
determined as he si, - as indioated by an earlier no e . 

to head out for ^ew u rleans today, - 1 suppose tonight, ana 
so he will probably be arriving here with some olippings and all 
this morning. That la the situation; to wot a Plerr.. 

It was good to have your note'in yesterday's post, and 
I noted all particulars, personal and items from abroad, wi 
keen interest. 

While it'flits through my mind, I d'Uallin* 1 - 

for adviBing me regarding the opening of the Gallerie a Apaxxon, 

although the extra "a" In'my spelling'must read curiously. 

. I may have spoken to you in times gone by^of my ®SP®^ 81 
enthusiasm of that under ful marble top table housed in that 

Gallerie, - the one made up of squares me J sur 

foot wherein and in each square, was a beautiful bird, 

inlaid in-marble, - making it quite tk®. 1 ?^ 108 * J?r face 

kind in the world. As I reoall, most of this 8U ^£ ° 

was hiddnen by-some enormous glass case, containing t^e Cr wn 
jewels -or some such, - a faot which in the old days 1 never 

attempted to do anything about, but whioh I 

far off situation, l shall attempt to amend, the next time I 

take pen in hand to run the ^ouvre a little bit. 

The mention of the Regent diamond, as being housed the 
. Gallerie d’Apollon, surprised me, for l had beefi under the -- 

impression that it was always on display at the Chateau de ’hantilly, 
o£e ?i£e home of the Princes of Conde.' in the Perkins took, - Prance 
Under the Regenoy, of whioh I spoke in a recent report I think 
there is some mention of the *rinoe of Conde hauling away 

several cart loads of gold from the °^ p ?? y their 

in Paris, - gold whioh they had aoquir4d by cashing in their 

stooks before that bubble burst, And I had always 1 * iat 

■ c this gold might have been’a possible souroe the 

Regent Diamond was subsequently purchased. As J r ! 08l Jl3 0 
Diamond was stolen a number of years ago, - say in the 1980 ■, 
wh“ someone ccnoealed it in a apple, but that it was subsequently 

returned to Chantilly. 
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It was interesting to learn that so muoh treasure from 
the houvre had been housed at Chambord and Valenoay (?), 

duri M 6 the war * G 11 *® 130 * 4 . you will recall, was onoe the home of 
the ^areohal de Saxe, grandfather of Georges Sande, while Valenoey 
was the home, - or perhaps is now the home, of Anna Gould, 

Duohesse de Talleyrand, I recall a good description of the place 
in the laoour-Qayet 4 volume work. Prince de Talleyrand, and if 
memoray serves, either Illustration or Plaisir de Prance, had some 
lovely photographs in oolor of the courtyard of Valenoey, muoh 
white marble background, with a greensward in the foreground, where 
on elegant soarlet ibis lent just the proper oolor note to the 
whole business. 

You ask about the cotton set up locally, and how the thing 
works, Well, here is a brief sketoh, I shall for convenience 
divide the thing into two parts, - the first with the use of 
the share orop method, - whioh the negroes prefer, and the seoond 
without that method:- « * 

,, * ff » «. I . ...» 

t vji ; j.aw .1 1 « '• - x - 1 * '' 

In the Spring, a, hand living on the place arranges with the 
owner that he will take a certain strip of lafad to word, - say 
two acres, say 10 aores. The owner furnishes the ploughing or 
not, as the tenant prefers. If traotors or machinery owned by 
the planter is used, a small ohargb for its use is made. The 
planter also furnishes the hand with seed, a& well as food and 
clothing as he may need it during the season. The cotton is planted 
either by the hand alone , - or if he wishes, by the aid of the 
plantation machinery. The hand undertakes to hoe the patoh and 
keep it clean. When it comes "cotton time", - which is now, 
the hand pioks his own ootton, and it is hauled to the gin,’ 
where it is weighed before and after ginning, and the whole 
matter put on the aooount of the hand. The valpe of the cotton 
is figured as a separate aooount, just as the cotton by another 
planter who bripgs his cotton to the*^elrose'gin, - aid after the 
orop is finished, deductions aye made frofo materials and servloes 
advanoed, and the hand is given the balafioe. I must say that 
at Melrose, the enrys enjoy the fullest confidence of the negroes 

and fairly 0r ° P ’ f ° r W0i6hts 8114 008ts 8X6 reall y figged impersonally 

1 ’ t 

At the present time, cotton sells roughly around 20 cents 

a i T c«A 8Verage bal ® w *igkB 600 pounds. It requires about 

1,800 to 1,600 pounds of ootton to produce a bale weight 600 pounds, 
he balanoe of the weight'is in the ootton seed, averaging about 


two thirds of the 1,600 pounds. Cotton seed brings about 40 to 
46 dollars a ton at present. Of oourse the hand is paid both for 
the'lint, - the bale, - and for the seed, 

in this region, a fair crop would be about one bale to the 
aore, and in a good year, a man with his wife and'say three children, 
might produce from 6 to 10'bales. After costs of cultivation have 
been deducted, there is a neat oash balanoe, to tide the man over 
until next year although usually he likes to put his money in an 
old oar or some personal gaget, and after the 1st of the year, 
work at day labor, - building fenoes, eto., until next planting time 
That i8 the share orop method, as prdotioed in these parts. 
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The other menthod, is straight day labor, wherein the planter 
employs the hand to prepared th soil, plant, and the man ahd 
his.family, to hoe and to piok. 

In the latter occupation, at the present time, a dollar and 
a half is paid for pioking. A good .picker oan piok about 200 or 

260 pounds a day. 

But of oourse a scarcity of ootton or adverse weather may 
eliminate muoh opportunity for steady pioking, and so , as in 
the oase of the share cropper, the variations of the JJ aathex p * ay8 
a large part in the success or failure of his hopes that center 

around ootton time, 

lor the most part it is imperative that the plantation carry 
both the share cropper and the day laborer over an extended period, 
so that by the time the final settlement is made, there isn t too 
much left for the individual to oall his own. 

One very heartening thing on this place is the faot that 
aooounts are always rendered immediately, with no waiting for 
and no fussing over charges, etc. The accounts axa £ept up av 
the minute, and the moment a man has ginned hisootton, he may 
~ a t his sliu indicating the weights, etc., and go immediately 
g ?o the store’and after deductions for.just advances have been made 
he oan walk out of the place with his money in his pocket. 

Onoe, and only a few years baok, Melrose ma J;° ta * n ? d 
40 to 60 mules . for use in the ootton fields. How I think 6 ® 
are nerhans 6 pretty muoh moth eaten animals, Traoktors have replace 
SS.J S!5h and 1 manual labor. I am under the Impreeslon that before 
the ootton pioker, - meohnaioal, - gets perfected, thar ® ® ay b ® 
little or no use for it, although I am not certain. 1 

stand that successful experiments have been mad ® " bex ? dn w J£le crop 
is planted in one row, broom oorn in the next, and the whole p 
cultivated bv hoeing, but no ootton ever picked. Instead, a 
mowing maohtna la put Into th. «•!*. mowing do« 
the cotton ahd broom oorn alike, and the whole thing up 

as hay sent off to a mill, not unlike a pulp mill, and the 
whole thing treated with some ohemioals, and eventually turne 
out into some remarkable rayon, embracing the iAt U 
of ootton and the enduring properties 

the moment the whole industry is poised on ieomohliine li-Jte t:nis, 

and if that should come along, of oourse, faob ? xi88 iff? labor 
means of employment must be found to take up the unskilled labor 

whioh up to now has made its existence primarily on e o 

picking part of the business. 

There were a couple of other points, but 1 must skip at the 
moment, for things are starting to turn. 








/ 
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I enclose.letters from Dora and IJiss B 0 bina,neither 
of which I think,are of,much interest* Dora's is certainly 
brief. I«188 Bobina refers to .a folder for which X asked. It 
oonoerns some restoration work in Little Book which I should 
like to mi}ll over to see if it ,ean in any way be applied to 
Nntohez. Must skip. 


ova©* esTevhi. to rtodSoo io ^Jioxaoa a 

« ^ sixis , i •** ,-o -j a, i o » ^3 i ft..*J i i. 

■••I;',.- if .iu QuoJfoixsv arid , reqqrro sw 
d«rid aetiOii aid to amlis'!' xu daaaocH e 
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September 30th, 1945. 


Memorandum to dipping Servioe: 

I have Just listened to Invitation’ to Learning, and thinking 
of you thoughout as I did, I somehow found myself every moment hoping 
that we were sharing it together, j .• ■ s -i. 

As last week's session on Dryden fell short of what I considered 
a good session, this week s half hour accomplished precisely what 
I think it should,- at least so far as.I was concerned: - It 
•acquainted with me with Schliman (?), it made me want to know more 
about him and it suggested some of his won works and his biography by 
Ludwig for me to further.inform myself. 

There was but one statement in the whole proceedings which 
I questioned, and it is always well to have one or tow of those at 
least. That was the statment, - ox the impression that I got, that 
Archeology had its inception with the gentleman under discussion, - 
and the year 1871 was mentioned ,as about the time Aroheology got to 
going.' I think I may have misunderstood this point, for wo all know 
that Archeology is pret.ty much older than that. Flying baok as I 
so frequently do, to the 18th century,, X recall that the uncovering 
of the ruins of Pompeii in the middle of that century was what gave 
the inspiration to Urq # do Pompadour to build the Petit Prinon after 
the manner that she did., A nd of course B. L, C, >7ailes interest in 
Indian Mounds and their excavations in the 1840's and 1860's is 
but one person's aotivity in a field in this country wherein Archeology 
was not unknown. But all that is merely incidental and a foot note. 

I thought the program today was grand and I am sure you felt the same 
sense of satisfaction, if you were so fortunate as to hear it. 

As I have before mentioned, Saturday night is always the big 
night on Jane Biver. Last night was ever the same.' My friend, Peter, 
with doubtful attributes of value, save that he has something about 
him that I like, passed by my house about first dark, and I walked 
with him for a piece up the road, as far as arenbourg, when I returned 
home. This morning, when 3am ^eaee passed this way with coffee, 
he told me that there was a little more raaket at Sammy Balthazar s 
than qsual about 11 p.m., and that Peter had beep shot. 


a stow exoril 

, 


. I guess X would hqve liked to help £ etejj out a little from time to 
time because Viotoria, the one time cook at elrose, liad died in 1936, 
leaving Peter a boy about 11 or l$,,and I suppose i thought that 
somebody should have done a little more for him,than has been done. 



I 



9 













■■■■HI 


* 




*' 
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even though not much can be done for him because of his unprediotable 
and undependable nature. Well, Peter hod been shot, and that was 
that, and Sam went on his way and then in half an hour Breakfast 
arrived, *uiellia carrying the watier, and informing me that last 
night Peter had been shot. In'due time, Aurellia left and as I 
took my first sip of ohooolate, I was a little taken a-back to see a 
familiary form at the door, - of all people, - Peter. 

It seems there was one of those so-called white deputies at Sammy's 
last night, and hill-billie in fact and in nature, a hill-billy seems 
to get great pleasure out of going to a Saturday night frolio exclusive¬ 
ly made of colored people, and there trying to muddy the waters, 

'• : 1 - * flU.*'. (• v JiO» L J ; V S X 

Curiously enough, it seems the bullet from the revolver had 
struck Peter at about the same plaoe that old tick struok me a couple 
of months baok, and Peter, baijly bleeding, had been taken to a physician, 
patched up, and after a night s sleep, appeared none the worse for 
wear, n e said he had drunk some rather bad whiskey early in the 
evening'and that his head hurt. I gave him a-large dose of Phillip's 
Milk of Magnesia and a couple of asperin, and sent him on his way. 

He will have the wound dressed again on Monday, and that will 
a be about all there is to that episode. 

Ready bf smile and pleasant of nature, Peter probably gives the 
impression of having more native wint thah he actually possesses. Once 
he told toe he went to school, - one, morning when he was a bpy, - he is 
now 18 or 19, but he only staid about an hour. Once he told me his 
birthday was on the 18th of June, and he asked me if that was very 
near Christmas time. The army rejected him, it was said at. the 
time he was drafted, because of his heart. I know not if the Army 
thought he was too kind hearted or if they just told him that in¬ 
stead of refering to his inability to do anything about an I. Q.. 

, Be that as it may, the A rmy turned him down, and Peter, inspite of 
last night's near* mi*ss,* is still with us,, and no doubt at this 
moment is playing baseball or getting fixed up to "swing out", as 
they all refer to danoing at Sammy's. 

Saturday morning Charles passed by for a little chat, - on his 
way to ^ew rleans. Caroline Dormon spent ,part of the morning with 
me, and we devoted ourselves to going over the gardens and examining 
a variety of things. I learned a lot from her, - little details about 
Louisiana soil? and propigation of flowers, and. especially finer points 
on transplanting oaks and magnolias. It was time well spent, 

• 

The afternoon was hot, but,in spite of that, I undertook an 
exploration trip into the attic of this house when Little King passed 
by to see me. Together we ransacked the plaoe and he helped a hand 
me down six parts of a substantial ante.bellum four poster, - the 
four posts and the two side boards. I know not if I shall find the 
end boards, the head board and the tester, but there is hope. It 
is much after the style of the one I am now using, and like it, this 
one, newly brought to light,,Is hand made and altogether suitable, if it 
. oan be fitted up, for a plaoe at Arenbourg. We shall see, and I shall 
speak of it further. 


Our labors were interrupted by the arrival of Mrs. Rand and 
Mrs. Pattison, who brought six people, - pilgrims, - with them, and 
as they remained until supper time, the social department took over 
the balance of the day whioh otherwise would have been devoted to 
treasure hunting. The Madam was enohanted that I had found the four 
poster and says she thinks I should have one of the two fine sirgle 
spool beds whioh is now in the house I first occupied when I arrived 
at M elrose, That has the advantage of having the springs and mattress, 
and 1 think we shall find a plaoe for it. Both she and Dan continue 
to speak with enthusiasm of the Arenbourg project, and so at the 
moment things look rather rosey, so far as moral support from this 
quarter goes. *ay it continue. 

On the physical side, T think my cold is on the way out, - I 
hope, - and the seeming improvement of my patient sinoe yesterday 
has had a pleasant effect on things in general. She came down stairs 
today for dinner, and might take a ride with Dan later today, - 
which would really be remarkable, - down stairs twice in the same 
23 yours, what with the change or the clooks, - or would it be 25 hours? 

interruption: 


I take up my pen again some 14 hours later. At 4 
o'dock yesterday afternoon, and in spite of a drizzle, Dan Henry 
took the Madam and me for a nice ride. The Madam wanted to 
pass by Arenbourg, and we did _ viewing it from the highway, 
of course. * 

Dan wants to walk around the plaoe with me and so view it in 
its present stage, so that he may reoall it in that way, following 
the new arrangements that will be made when ootton time is over. 

The enclosure from D 0 ra I send along, having forgotten what 
points it does cover, but l shall try to reoall before writing 
( him this morning. 

Saturday's mail also brought a "kJtotsoh-bosse” diatribe from 
Lady Lake touching upon everything in the world, including 
an enthusiastic expression relative to Clemenoe's Shoe, so 1 guess 
we may be able to put that thing over alright. I shall send her 
letter to Mr. Pipes, asking him to reutn it to me eventually, with 
a view to passing it along, - not so muoh for what it contains as 
for the indication of what "oalde" Texas is like when it gets 
started. 

It seems to me there was another point X wanted to make, but 
it eludes me and so I shall fold for the moment.•••••••,•• 
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October 2nd, 1946, 


Memorandum to ^Lipping Service• 


mail. 


Your two letters o£ Thursday and JPrijlay to hand in Monday ‘s 


£y coincidence, - as wps your hope, - the air mail was read 
first, assuring me that the mails from this plaoe were function¬ 
ing, - even though a bit laggarded^y, and that I might therefore 
disregard the uncertainties as expressed in your Thursday letter 
Just as ye finished reading the air mail letter, my assistant 
was oalled away on some plantation business, so that, as I write 
t ^brsday letter, whioh the Friday one was designed to 

oanael, has not been read. Therefore, as you see, your air mail 
was even more effective,than you had even supposed , ' 

jeferenoe in yesterday's letter to the radio, I must 
remark that have heard a couple of programs whioh I found quite 
^interesting. If you heard ■‘'ux present Bette ^avis on Modday night 
a El a y that sounded as though! its title might be something 
like Mr, Skippington , but obviously not precisely that, you 
are quite as enthused as I am at the fine quality of the play, 
we all know so many bags who are forever in a stew about their 
inability to maintain a girlish beauty for 75 years that a play 
centering around that type of stupid vanity and aooompanying self¬ 
ishness must express a situation whioh confronts everyone too often 
in the ranks of those who are too petty to understand the 
meaning of the word grandeur, - who are unmindful, and in¬ 
tellectually incapable of comprehending that not physical pretti¬ 
ness but grandeur of souls and peson waxes more magnifioient as 
the years run along, 

4notheir program I heard which interested me very muoh was 
a 15 minuie address by some Babbi, speaking on the question 
of a Jewish homeland. I am sorry I did not oatoh the man’s 
name, especially as his point was quite the contrary of the 
position in favor of the homeland, as expressed reoently by Senator 
Wagner.and others. This rabbi had this to sayj - It would not 
only be unfair, - but unthinkable, - if someone should arise and 
begin beating .the drum on behalf of the Baptists, for example, 
urging that somewhere in the world the people now occupying a 
particular locality be moyed out and the plaoe set aside and 
a politioal unit established, - making the regaion a Baptist Homeland. 
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According toe the rabbi, the Baptists, Catholics, Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, eto., eto., in this country are first of all 
. Ameripans and secondly they are of one faith or another. He 
accordingly pointed out that good Jews living in the United States 
are first of all Americans, and secondly they are of the Jewish 
faith, and that if the laws of any and all countries are fairly 
administered, there is no more need of establishing a Homeland 
for ''ews than there is for Episcopalians, eto. 

This may have been aired many a time in the press whioh I 
have not seen, but the position, - especially for a Jew to take, 
was new to me, and a liked it quite a lot, • 

Strange as.it may seem, even to this day there are people 
who still would round up all the negroes and ship, them back to 
a Homeland in Africa, whioh is oertainly Just as silly as 
rounding up all the W ews and shipping them off to -Palestine. 

Strange,how slowly the people do get civilised. 

In the oase of the rabbi, he mentioned that in 1791, - 
Sept..28th, if A remember correotly, Franoe, then in revolution, 
passed the first laws creating, - or recognising that the Jew 
was first of all the national of the country where he lived and that 
his faith was a matter of his personal consoienoe and had nothing 
to do with his political standing, I understood the speaker to 
say that this was the first liberalizing law in regard to lift¬ 
ing •'ewish bans in Prance. -• 

J ?: lC i i o - v \ ' » 4 '* « '— • 

And that set me to thinking how muoh I didn't know about 
Jews under the Bourbons. There was old Samuel Bernard, the 
financier during Louis XIV' s War of the Spanish Succession, 
and A was under the impression that perhaps his daughter married 
Colbert's son, thus easing a mixed strain into high places, but 
I am not sure of that point, and I am totally ignorant as to 
any restraining laws at the time, 

interruption: 

• \ V ■+ 1 V»ii4 *• * L * 

Mr. Brew has Just skipped over from the gin, and read me 
your nice letter, mentioned above as unread. I am so glad you 
miss Bette Davis in favor of The Song of Norway. I know it must 
have been lovely, and I think it so grand of you to take the 
girl friend along with you The artiole, - Cane A iver, has 
subsequently been acknowledge along with the elegant paokage for 
"les Fugabous", eto. And thanks again a million, I so much 
enjoyed the clippings,and shall write Dame Elanor today in 
regard,to our little educational problems. Time is running 
short and i shall have to let this slide. thanks again for so 
many nice letters* but please, please, please do not try to 
write at the expense of a few moments rest for your own precious 
self. Do tell all about the news from afar as referred to in 
the 8 page letter you mentioned.. 


1389 


Ootober 3rd, 1946. 


\ 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioej 
And so Aurellia say: 

"Mama love Chicken Lulu." 

, And I ask:"What you say, Aurellia?" 

j 'if IAaW 1 * DQ. t 

And Aurellia says - , 


i a! 


"Mama^ her, she Jus’ love Chioken Luluj" 


And I wrack my brain and at long last I figure it 
out. What Aurellia is talking about is Campbell's 
Shicken NQOdle soup." 


r a ri 




Well, that's that. And of not the slightest interest, 
save that; it illustrates how poorly we enuhoiate or how in¬ 
differently Aurellia oatohes what we say. And if I had 
never seen or heai$ tell of "noodles", * reckon I would get 
no closer than Aurellia. 

In yesterday's post came your perfect letter, address 
, to Dear aunt Ca mie and Francois. It could not have been 
batter phrased and arranged, and pleased the Madam to a "T", 

» - i Lj • 1 .L ' '. 0 C J .. i > . . ) 1 ' ! ■- 

8 The oopies of the Times Magazine Section arrived at 
the 8ame time, and I am hoping I may enlist some reading 
. of one or two of the articles you mentioned as being of espeoi 
al interest, although it is difficult to get muoh reading 
done any more, 

=*r There was a. letter in the <|*am£> post from Stephen. He 
is at present at White Sulphur Springs, ulcers of the stomach 
is his present problem, rather than Array discharges, I be- 
, lieve. It is interesting to note how many people solioit 
his services in discharge matters - people who know him 
not at all, but who appeal to hirfi through some member of 
the family here at Melrose. Yesterday, for example, a 
Natohitoohes banker made a seoond appeal in behalf of his 
son, - papa having lost the first letter J. H. wrote to 
Stephen relative to the case. In yesterday's mail, too, oame 
a letter from Sam Jones, written to h. in deference 
to some unknown person who had appealled to Herr Jones. And 
so, measured by the situation away off down here, one can 
imagine t-bout how many communications from private s oitizens 
Stephen gets , addressed to him direotly in Washington, 
















_ 
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I had a letter yesterday from the Department of 
Public Welfare of Buton Rouge, relative to my Reading 
Machine. They olaim they received the machine from me on 
August 22nd, whioh most oertalnly is an error, since Miss 
Ramsey was not here so late as that. I think it was July 
that she was here and delivered the mach ne to Baton Rouge 
for me. Well, anyway, the Office says that the maohine was 
sent to -^ew York for repair and was subsequently returned to 
them, but on re-oheoking, they found it still in imperfect 
condition. They have accordingly returned it to Dew York, 
where, after a second ,try by that organization, the maohine 
will either be returned or will be deolared unfit for use, 
pnri a new maohine issued, - if and when one becomes available. 
Thank heavens I have a radio once more. Otherwise I would 
mi88 tl*e machine doubly. And so fi;om here out, X shall 
h 8 ve to depend upon passing pilgrims fdr my "literary 
evenings", 

' * ' ’ 1 * .i i. X x •• X* . • ** ^ 

And speaking of "literary .evenings"» what in the 
world do ..you hear of Plumette's doings, and will her 
brother and his family remain here? : And ,what in the world 
do you imagine ever happened to the Wedes. My curiosity 
on the latter point isn't great, sinoe the thickness of the 
skull, both o.f wife and husband, certainly made them rather 

dull objects. . j 

P 

i, .tonv-jei * i' jV J'ho<t g•vabiecf ; 3ev. hi 

Swinging baok. to the aftermath Qf local doings, I must 
mention a minor mystery that puzzles Peter and me. He 
came by last night to tell me "how I’se doin'", and that 
he was going to the dootor no more. X applied a 
bit of healing ointment to his wounded member and together 
we examined the bloody ton trousers he had been wearing 
the night of the shooting. Readily we discovered the hole 
in the front of the new* pants where, the bullet had entered, 
but search as xi we might, we never could find where it 
had left the garment from the baok. I oertainly hope 
the thing isp't lodged in him, even as was my tiok in me for 
a while. The only explanation I can think of is that the 
bullet may have gone out the bottom of the pant leg, but 
that seems so unlikely that it is merely a poor explanu* 
tion to aocount for absence of evidence f of its departure,* 
all other evidence laoking* * .l. ■ "i 

^nd.p speaking of niggers, there is one- fpom further 
pp the Cote ‘'oyeuse who is currently, at *elrose for 
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MokinR His last name is Youmana, ■ and no 

un to Vinoent* I presume. Some white 
panned a strangely combined flret nem. on him at birth. 

of all things, - O'Levy.' 

„ ..a*. 

{LSl'fflId four 1 poeter^mentloned^n an earlier 
letter. » 

On closer examination of the original 

light ^me^*- X for lint™* SHef'iSiSeS very early American, 
or French*or Spanish in the Great South Y/est. 

Various opinions have been expressed by various 

Hlfl* ll i^oherry 1 * after* careful* examination^ and 
^confirmation by Sam *eace, who knows something about 

wood. t 

The idea that It might he oe4 f • ’ f f | 

color, - as expressed by Fugabou, Is 

iSlS-SSS'iS-SH.SS’ttSS^ ™Jer.in Provincial 

U Cedar la not indlg.nona to «iB.l..l|Pl ajd 
Louisiana, and every tree that growa here was eline 

... ^ 

clear°to r ’g£ ^5 ^ 

things up. Then » , * . vodee-nodgay wets and whatnot 

irinAfl of insects which males j^oage puugwjr . ^ 

e£ both°un slightly and ?n no .«W r»f Iona with 

the more vigorous and svelt or purely deooratlva trees 

in this locality. 

X have seen quite a fe. pleoee °f furnitu« ln hathcas 
that we know came down from the time of t ^ 9 .“P anl f„ 

Governor s?° W Old John Bisland, who was in ^atfihez in 
° t r r i?“?e. left several bede and armolra and cheat of 
X Sawfish I shall point out to you even f 
f Lambdins and at the homes of some of the Hendersons, 
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are de oendanta # A 1 ost invariably the oldest pieces 
O;, are ,of oherry or oypress. Mary ;“ambdin at Sdgewood and 
Misstletoe, has lovely examples,.'and espeoially an 
old chest of draws which she had oonverted into a 
desk, the writing seotion of which she had decorated with 
- an .inlay of .holly Wood,, - the fatter being very light 

in oolor. It was the one pieoe of furntiure Henry Ford went 
crazy rbout when he was in Hatohez. Heedless to day, he 
did not get it. , 

1 - , 

As near as I can make out, cherry, *» and I suppose it 
was a wild cherry, flourished mightily in these parts before 
the advent of the white and tfya black men, - which makes 
me wonder why we always, - up %o now, have used the 
phrase, "before t the advent of the white man”, and left out 
the man of color completely. » Hell, be that as it may, 
once in a while one runs across an old, old cherry tree that b 
some miracle has escaped the axe, and invariably it is 
titanio. Up ntil 10 or 15 years ago there was one 
still grow ng on the line between tl'e.'fiig hoqse at Melrose 
and H.'e After it had been cut, it took nearly 
the whole plantation to get out the stum*. It is 
said that after much diggin and cutting of*roots, a 
couple of tractors were broght in and log chains attached, 

, but to no avail at all, I iu.ve forgotten how the thing 
finally was eliminated, by dynamite, po sibly. 

Well, tfhe up-shot of all this is that * must eventually 
get on my.charger and scour the back country for a oherry tree 
to round out the missing pieces of the-be^L, Ur better 
still, i shall contact some of my friends living in 
those remote sections, f-aad they will surely know about 
the location of some remaining old giant.of the region. 


Must gallop as you must, too, in all probability, 
tiLt A shall be on this board again shortly.,.,.., 



October yB^th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioej 

There is nothing particularly startling on the local news 
front. 

In yesterday's post oame a letter from Dora, which you have 
no doubt already found here ith. I think most of the reference 
are pretty dear, save possibly the identity of "Eugene" and 
Earnest", Earnest is the present overseer, who after ten 
or fifteari yestas is being replaced by Eugene, the former 
clerk of ^lrose, recently returned from the wars. Earnest 
i8 a heavy drinker, and at suoh times is very disagreeable to 
the' darkies. When pressed for money, he appropriates cash from 
the store cash register when the regular clerk, - Bill Hinton, 
is absent, etc., eto. The astonishing thing is that Earnest 
should have remained here so long. I asked Sam Peaoe 
this morning if Mr. Eugene would be better than Mr. Earnest. 

"He ooiildn't do no worse," was Sam's response. 

On the unpleasant it side, I shall also enumerate this 
story. Puny was taken suddenly ill with pneumonia last Friday. 

The usual doctor was summoned, and immediately administered sulphur 
drugs, - the doses continuing over a period of several days, 

Onoe the physioian visited his, patient, - when originally summoned,- 
and that was all,. I guess, on second thought, that is just as 
well. * - 

As in uderstand it, there are two important points 
in regard to taking the cure all sulphur treatment, • a oareful 
check on the urine, - and I need not reoall to mind how what was 
supposed to be mine, wlien 1 was supposed to be taking sulphur 
last Winter. The other point is that soda, in some form or other, 
must be administered along with the sulphur to keep the body 
alkalized, 

* Lay before yesterday, while at the store, Puny came creeping 
in. A inquired as to l}is health, and for no reason on earth, save 
for conversation, asked him if he was taking loose soda or soda 
in pill form, along with his sulphur pills, - whioh did the doctor 
give him. Puny said he was just taking the sulphur pills, that 
the doctor had left nothing else and hadn't told him to take 
anything else. 

Smart me, of course, had to get my finger into the pie right 
there. Accordingly walked back with him to his oabin and asked 
Zelma, his wife, about the soda business. She had heard nothing 
of it, although she had been present when the doootr oalled. 



I 
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I thereupon took over and gave a large dose of soda forth¬ 
with, anc( recommended that additional doses he taken with each of 
the remaining doses of sulphur that still remained. 

While 1 know not for certain if soda is imperative at 
such times, I believe that it is, and if so, I think this 
i8 just another oase of ;the crimhel neglenoe that oan be chalked 
up against our vanishing phyeioian. 

Yesterday I dropped by Puny's to see how he was doing. 

He was in a much gayer frame of mind and obviously the sulphur 
had corrected the pneumonia business. But possibly Puny's 
physohological operations were working toward his improvement, 
too, for he told me that sinoe taking .the several large doses of 
soda, he fel,t like he was perking up, and so, whatever be the 
cause,-I am glad that he is on the mend and that we are shortly 
going ,to be rid of our present so-called physician. It is 
bad enough that they treat the Madaro» so haphazardly, - they never 
did take specimens, of her urine during her long seige with sulphur, 
but tjiink it even worse for them to treat the negroes so 
casually in matters of health, After all, the Madam does have 
occasional oontaot with people who have some sort of vague 
understanding of the latest wrinkles-in medecine, but these 
poor darkies, putting their faith exclusively in the hands of 
the doctor, have no one to catch the slips that are made by one 
who certainly knows better and ought to be a little more human. 

Alright, that's the end of that tirade. 

In yesterday's post, • addreesed to the Madam, was a 
letter frpm your friend, n arnett *-ane. • Of course he wanted some¬ 
thing. He has seldom written if he didn’t. The sum and 
substance of his letter was to announced tthat he is scheduled, 
tentatively, to speak, in Natchitoches on November 19th. That 
means he expects to.be bidden to Melrose at that time. I would 
add that he added no post script, sending love to the Madam's 
confidential confidant. "In faot,*-.as she would express it, "he 
didn t even ^sll me to go to Hell", 

Now, so far as I know, the Madam is not writing letters 
these days, and hasn'nt in ever so long, I suppose, in the 
event she feels a letter is called for in response to yester¬ 
days, will he through my efforts. And.I hope'that is the way 
it works out, for I shall forget not only a post script but 
the body of Ijhe letter, the envelope and all. 

I think^Plnatation Parade is scheudled to appear on 
November 7thi Kane says those who have seen the proofs are crazy 
clout the book. Something tell; me the Madam isn 1 t going to 
be too orazy about it, but perhaps she will be, - one never 
Allows. But there will be some stage setting drone -before it appears, 
anu frankly, it will have to be fine or it will never dominate the 
setting that will be prepared for it. Did you say I'm a bag? 


Quite unexpectedly, visitor have come and gone, as between 
this page and the foregoing. It was 6:30 by my time piece 
when a gentle tap came on my door and LoJ there was Mary Prances 
and Brother (of the -^aris green). It seems that Brother, 
aged 6, wants to keep my shoes shined, for me when he starts 
going to school later in the month, and he thought he ould like 
to get a running scart on the shoes by taking them over now. 

His papa, - King hunter, Had picked up a pair last week end, but 
that was after the gin had closed, and Brother didn't get a chance 
to come with him. And so Brother has made hie initial visit, 
and has gone. Thus a little helper for Arenbourg is being 
initiated, and I am hoping he may not be disappointed in his 
hopes as to inaugurating service with white folks, and that we 
at Arenbourg, in the future, may not be disappointed in the 
assistance he lends or contributes for everybody's welfare. 

rt ithout ever thinking- much about it, l will remark off 
hand that this long term association with prospective helpers 
in anticipation of eventual tenure of service, is really one of 
the delights of living in this remote region. When I think 
of how in more populous localities one contaots a human 
being through a ^ant Ad or an -Employment Bureau, hires the person 
and hopes the Lord they wont be |f too triflin', - and how in 
this neighborhood on e "grows up with future helpers, learns 
to' recognize their strength and^weakness , and to be tolerant 
of their short-oomings, while at the same time, learning to 
love them because the contact over a period of years makes know¬ 
ing them possible, all these aspects culminate, I suppose, in 
giving an aroma and a flavor to a way of life that is Quite 
impracticable and impossible elsewhere. Of course I am not 
at all sure that the net results, so far as service goes, is any 
better or perhaps so good, as are the results of picking an 
eduoated and efficient servant from out of the dark, as one must 
in centers of oonoentraiated populations, but regardless of 
the results in the labor pioture, there is a delicious a 
mellowness in being a little closer to human beings, even though 
less endowed with what we like to think is important, and in 
the end, it is only the human side that counts, I guess, and 
I suppose that it why it is nice to look forward to a time when 
Arenbourg functions as a human habitation and oiroumstanoes 
afford us the time td life a little nearer to God through the 
medium of those created in His own imaga. 
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October 5th >( 1945 


Memorandum bo '■'lipping bervioe: 

w \ j J J. fv l»r 4 j « 4b -v* # J t l. 1 •< ” X 1 

I just noticed that 1 have been mis-dating my reoent letters, 
having failed to turn my oalendar to Ootober. i'oday is Friday, and 
I- think Ootober 5th is correct as a date, 


After a couple of oool days, yesterday turned off warm and humid, 

I managed to get off a few licks of work in spite of visitors, both 
in the morning* and. afternoon, 

- * \ A <.. . C» # j < i. X X ^ . -0 OR 0 V 110 0 v 0 * • ft r J V l X. 0»< ' f ‘ < 0 %) X ' *, c: w 

b - a ’ * -^r, and Mrs. KMpmayer- stopped by in the morning for an hour, between 
the usual morning session of the Melrose clinic at St, Mathew's and the 
accustomed dinner at Magnolia with Miss Sally, Dr,' Lnlpmayer .was in ex¬ 
cellent form, with a sligh humor running through everything he said, 
over a tragic and dismal picture of the seamy side of civilization as 
is manifest in certain localit Les“of Hatohltoohes Parish where he is 
the Parish physioian, 

- «v£l?.s:. a iisr' d * ".-j <i sal 

s Tobacco Road somehow seems mild when one hears of the situation of 
the white trash living within the Parish limits. He spoke of one 
CJrystine Gillespie,. As a young girl, living with her parents in a 
oorn orib some four or five miles South of Natohitoohes, she was a 
victim of the hook worm. As Parish doctor, he called by to attend to 

the gril. But he had to wait by the corner of the oorn orib until 

Ohrystine's parents had beaten her soundly to force her to permit 

the doctor to give her ,a treatment. In her early teens, she parried a 

"widow-man" with several children. By her marriage to him, that union 
begot three or four offspring. They subsequently divorced and she married 
another. They begot some more, Then she married a man, at present a 
soldier in the Pacific. Without the formality of a divorqe, she "married" 
another man with whom she is now living, devoting much .less time to 
domestia chores than to "beautifying " her nails and lips with scarlet 
tints. 


They live at present in Roebline, some miles to the West of town. 

One of the children developed Infantile paralysis. They tried quarantin¬ 
ing. • The following day, the merchants complained that the lady and 
ohildren were browsing about in their stores. Arrangements were mads 
to have the grocer visit the home to take whatever food stuffs were 
needed. That was on Friday, and by Saturday night it was evident that 
the Parish Health and Aid officials had negleoted to fore-see other needs 
of the lady in question, for by mid-night of Saturday she.was drunk in 
one of the dry town's wet cafes. It is all very difficult. 
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and „« taping U. Md childWs parentage straight^- and^ 

that includes a couple^theS rXltionShip more clear, referring to them 

and "ineir ohlldren". 

If that isn’t a.me88,,then I give U P« 

me Simple of getting head lloe^ut of the ^l^of^om. 

children who spread that p<est direotionk - hill country, from 

Spanish ■‘'ake, some 5 miles iJ.Lit It seems in that region the girls 
Natchitoches, is equally difficul . narental opinion. The homes 

must, wear long “lx according to a strong P“»ntal £ To mate 

S^SSsbS^jik® 

WW "SEsTSi/STSK S* 1 

- SH % r orT.nj^in^e wrgh? 

ZlXXti tiredshe^hadn' t gotten up to tate them to the . ... 
kitchen, hut had put them in her shoes. 

pv,« inAv'fi dav is Evelina Easily. I think I may have named her 
v . 5** here however know her by that name, as everyone 

o’aue her foo?.! P Sne mlfSt mat suoh a first name goes curiously 
enough wltha last name suoh as the lady possesses., 

t« th« matter of the social diseases, it .is most heartening to 
•famriTfita the general improvement in the health situation in these 

uafts Sd to .nflsl^t^ P p°aslhllitle. of steady Improrement. fh.y 

. the darkies - that in the old days, it was the oustom to 
t 11 ? rr^nk h to d town every so often! and that it was always filled with 

AT na-nt'" Toots" who let her cqndition drag too long, - there is praoti- 

f^l| n. jocia ““‘S.ra^XijS'our 1 :. 1 :^ "axl 

?" to nelt the "yelolan hut I single time for one or the other of the 
two tvpes of medecines that turij. the trlok* I predict a great advanoe- 
• ment 'not only in health, but also eoonomioally, for many of the people 
?n ^he deposed rural areas, now by this miraoule of soienoe, that they 
are freed P from not only lihe disease but also from the former 
o? too many physicians who hMd their helpless victims unmercifully over 
a period of years, - physioally as well a? financially. . ,oo© ; 

And so with eggs in her shoes, "Toots" Easily is going to die, and 
may she be remembered longer than she .would have otherwise, by theefaot 
that she may he looked baok upon in years to come as the last person 
in this region to die of a malady whose devastation has been eliminated 
by the advanoes of contemporary soienoe. 


v> 
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w ell, 1 most certainly got off the track , so far as general letter 
writing goes and perhaps a little bogged down in the field of medioal 
surveys.‘ • 

There is one side light I must touch upon, however, - and 
even though it seems pretty far fetohed. In view of all the enlighten¬ 
ment of free education and general assistance to the underprivileged, 
plus the generations going before the present life of people in Amerioa, 
it does seem strange to me that we still have so many stupid people and 
•suoh an engulfing baok-wash of ignorance. And with such things in mind, 

I cannot help but feel that it is pretty much impossible to accept all 
the glowing accounts of the situation of the general lation in 
Bus8ia whioh has had hut 25 years of its present regime. Either Americans 
are made of quite different and more stupid stuff than the Russians or 
else there has been a heap of propaganda from the Steppes which by ' 
no means gives us a very clear.picture of actualities in that place. 

I suppose one of the elements of strength in a demooraoy is the fact 
that we oan dare, - can afford, - to drag out of the dark those lamentable 
situations and hold them up to the light for consideration, - with a hope 
of making some improvement. 

Surely the United States oannot be the only land that has too 
many Tohaooo Roads. I feel certain that Russia, for example, must 
have fully as many, - if, indeed, not a thousand times more. 

But one never hears of Russian Tohaooo Roads, and i doubt if the 
powers in the Kremlin would have the courage to advertise them. ‘ 

And that fear on the part of "the Bear that walks like a Uan" 
is one of the principle reasons why i have never been muoh 
possessed hy the terror that seems to haunt some people whenever 
the word Russia is mentioned. As it appears to me, that country 
is proceeding with great effeoienoy under a thorough-going autooracy, 
and in the long run, - while it is more effecient, it is at the same’ 
time but sporadically powerful. The kernel of strength in any 
nation, I think, is its ability to transmit power from one suoceeding 
group to another, - generation after generation. That is where the 
strength of Bemocraoy lies, for while it is never so strong or so 
effecient as an Autocracy, by the same token, it is never so weak 
and so subject to disaster. Catherine r Peter and Btaline have been great 
successes because of their Bbility to weld a hundred million people 
into an unfaltering goose-step. In the life of the nation, their 
suooess has been enormous, but*momentary. The status of the nation 
has so much depended upon the personality of the individuality of its 
autocrat that once Time has removed the governmental main-spring, the 
whole outfit lurches, falters and sinks hack into uncertainty and 
compartive impotence, - while ^emocaroy, on the other hand, always 
oreaking at the joints, keeps right on "muddling along" regardless of 
the charaoter of the key-stone and the ooranlexion of its king-pin. 
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•Vhat in the world do you reokon can be the matter with me this 
morning;, what with all the evident tangents 1 am following- <jne 
paragraph after^another, 

_ la . '/®H» to P? ^9 local scene, in the aftSrndon Dan Henry 

w.nt to Alexandria with Payne Henry, - departing before dinner. 

• ^o?w r J i + 1 f ly di S e - d «.2*i* 1 - tj * e ‘ liadai.in her room. She Continues to seem 
. r * tn ? r better and stronger, but I shall have to withhold an 
opinion as to what grade she is going to taka for a little k while, 
ohe nap little or no attention from her usual medical advisers, and 

v h f ? as fore “S° ne c'odine these paBt few days, and I attribute 
much of her in rovement to that. M ay that course continue. 

. v i ae point i was going to make, but 1 shall have 

tscluse timfL ha79 f0Ig0tt9n « »« 

• • *v» •••'•'; * * ~ « ^ V 1 vl ® iv 1 ' L ' S , * •* 

J ,..0 * , * 

l 


t c. jU '<< 
tV * 







H\f t 
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October 6th, 1946. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

* v * « *■ i * 1 *•' * " ' f " ’ ' . 1 

Thanks much for a splendid report, telling of your impend* 
ing evening in the theatre. I feel certain that it afforded 
you a lot *of pleasure, - The 3ong of Norway, - and I know it 
was good to share it with such a perfect companion. 

^hat a pity the Sohliemann program turned out so 
hopelessly divided, 1 How many times have we all awaited the 
advent of something quite special, only to have something occur 
that foroed us to stick one ear‘in one direotion and the other 
in the opposite, hearing only enough of either to annoy us for 
our inability to absorb the one or the other with any satis¬ 
faction. I have been wondering if these sessions are 
taken down and made available in print, as some broadcasts are. 

If such were the oase, and they could be printed in a size 
approximating that of the average book, wouldn t it enhance 
greatly the value of any volume, if a transcript of these 
discussions, covering one item or another, could he pasted 
in one's own volume. 

While I think of it, I want to swing back to the subjeot 
of health, as touched upon in yesterday's memorandum. What 
I want to remark is a curious Law in Louisiana requiring a 
prospective groom to secure a clean bill of health when he secure 
his license marriage. Theoretically, suoh a Law is good, 
hut at the same time there is an hilarious element about it, 
sinoe there is no statute on the books requiring the lady, - 
the prospective bride, to present any statement as to her 
health at alk* How I assume that the original reason for 
stirring up suoh a business was to proteot prospective 
children from pbssible inherent illnesses, oontraoted from the 
parents, and yet it does seem to me that a child might be 
as likely to contract an inheritable disease from its mother as 
readily as from its father. 

And then there is another praotioal aspeot, resulting 
from suoh a Law. Should a man and a maid feel the urge to 
live together as man and wifs, - and should they desire to be¬ 
get children, it is very simple for them to make*use of the 
Common Law, - a recognized status, and so form a union without 
the restraints of the formal legal ceremony. Result;- plenty 
of•illegitimate children. • 











f 
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Just as I turne.d this page, I was enchanted to see 
something about the height of a man, and as white as a ghost, 
salkirig aordss the hite Garden, which 1 view from my desk. 

In reality, it was Heither man nor ghost hut a big old crane. 

One sees plenty of them baok in the pecane groves and along M.t 
tie River, hut seldom do they pay us a visit here in the 
gardens. I think we ought to eventually have one, - a 
tame old Grandpa one, at Arenhourgh, don’t you? 

You will he glad to know that the health of my 
patient continues rather on the bright side. She comes down 
for dinnef and supper, and appears to he none the worse for 
doing so. b er favorite physioian, - and wife, - came by yester¬ 
day. A blood count was made and she was told that her blood 
pressure has increased alarmingly, - up to 190, - or some 
such figure, l spoke with J. fdr a few moments later, - 
following their visit. We pondered on why they had to 
report the blood count increase to their patient, and con¬ 
cluded there was nothing any one could do with that pair. 

A note from Waverly Plantation at Bains, ’Louisiana,' 
indicates that'Mrs. Lester’s arm f recently broken, is now 
mended, and that she has accompanied her husband to Mayo 8. 

He has been going to -^ew u rleans weekly I think l may have 
mentioned, to have treatments for the oanoer on his face. He 
is suoh a fine person and such an ornament to the historically 
minded tfooieties ln this region that his absence from accustomed 
activities will be generally lamented. 

dHT ffl fto O'J A$ 1 ’ 

* I am told the September Reader's Digest, appearing about 
the 28th of August, had several articles in it which were quite 
good. On leaving the Madam last night, she was about to read 
the one entitled "Silver Bill", tfhich seems to be about Bill 
Tipratling, who used to come here in the old days, and who ocoasio 
ally still calls on Miss Alberta, as he passes through 
Hew , u rleans between a ew York and Mexico, where he lives. Slick, 
affable and selfish are the adjeotives 1 hear applied to him 
more than any others in these parts, - although one must not 
swallow adjbotives with one gulp in these parta. 

That big old crane I was talking about has just 
now taken off, disappearing beyond the tops of the bamboo 
hedge and the peoanes beyond. I notice that some of the 
butterfly lily stalks where he was foraging about were 
well over his head, some of thme being at least 8 or 9 feet 

high. iol e' i’V ll 

Saturday again' and tonight will be Saturday night, and I 
can only wonder what events impend at ‘jammy 1 s. 



Ootober 7th, 1945.. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

The Opportunity Shop (i) - and what an opportunity, - 
arrived in good order in yesterday’s post. 

I have unpacked the,same, approtioning the several items in neat 
piles, and shall dish out .coverings, warmth and good will in your 
name shortly. I have in mind several different souls who will be 
made glad with different items from this splendid assortment, but 
for no reason at all, save a kind of hunch, I have delayed making up 
my mind as.to which will go what, feeling that within the next two or 
three days a series of perfeot recipients will just naturally come to 
the surface, . , 

j . t 

It is certainly a fine collection and especially the underthings 
and the sweater and the .trousers will come in good stead, now that 
the air is cooling off, while the union suits are just the checker 
for anyone of a half hundred of our friends, all of whom treasure 
t’hem so much when the oooler days begin. As for the shirts, they 
are going to be a ^od send to some unsuspeoting souls, - particularly 
as shirts of any kind are almost to obtain in this area at the present 
time. 


On their behalf, - and on my own, you are twioe blessed, and 
I whall speak of a thrioe blessing within the next few daya. 

St. Augustin’p Fair was held last night. Xt will continue today 
and tonight. It was dark on Saturday nigh't when I had quite the Big 
House, after spending a very pleasant hour or two with Dan Henry and 
the Madam, actively engaged in, settling the fate of the world. 

Outside it was dark, - a moonless night,, but myriads of stars* I 
had thought of going to the Fair, but so ehow felt more negro in¬ 
clined than mulatto, and bo I headed out in, the opposite direction, 
going down to the spillway and on to (XLemenoe’s. 

- -| ( i J 4a ■ i •' f 00 V 4v I QL- ■ 1 v ‘ ( ‘ ^ ^ 

Lyle had had an old phonograph kicking around here for years, and 
a month or so ago, I gave it to Clemenoe. Through the dark, as I 
orossed the, spillway, 1 could hear its raucous notes jangling out on 
the moist, dark air*!. I could.hear ^ary Frances, " , innio-lIae and Junior 
frolioking up and down on thp gallery; and I could, see a silhouette of 
Clemenbe sitting there, in the half light cast by an oil - lamp from 
within where Jackie was playing the old contraption for all it was 
worth. King n unter was sitting on the steps, smoking- a cigarette 
while iank was half asleep on the gallery floor, off in the dark. 

It was all a lot nicer than the glare of the electricity at the 
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We all chatted for a while, and after an hour. Zing started for 
home, and J aokie, his sister, accompanied him, and the children 
tagged along, while Yank continued to snooze, and Olemenoe and I talked 
and laughed. 

King’s boy,.Brother (of the Parish green) had dashed over for 
a few moments juet before his papa had started home. Brother wanted 
to tell me that my shoes were all nice and shinny and that he was 
going to bring them to me in a day or two, I was glad, and fishing 
around in the top of my boots, Lo.' as Mme. Beaumont would say, - I 
found a few pieces of lemon drops, which delighted -Brother and the rest 
of the children and off they scampered into the dark, 

» • . j. . *1 ol. 1 ' OiV! ■ 1 i.’ ► » I ' '"J * ’ m 

Olemenoe had much to say about Brother and how he is looking 
forward to going to school about the end of the month, - his school be¬ 
ing an hour spent with me each morning, when I shall attempt to 
teaoh him and Aurellia theii; a.B.G.'s, 

* , 

Olemenoe says that Brother was just a sight when he reached home 
with my shoes the otljer day. It seems his.half sister, or rather his 
step sister, Estelle, who is a ,oouple of years older, had in mind to 
help him shine them, but Brother put his foot down slap off, saying 
that no one could touch my shoes but himself, that anyone else might 
tear off the sole or something, and that I had let him have to shoes 
to. shine for me and that nobody by him was going to touoh them. It 
looks from that as though Brother, at 6, had taken me over completely, 

-lemence spokq once or twice of her late husband, ^anuel. She 
has been saving money tp buy a gravestone for him. She tells me she 
was able, to get one for either 6 or 7 dollars, which seems might in¬ 
expensive,' but she declares she has saved up all the moeny required and 
that inx it is going to be put up as soon as cotton time i*s over. 

But for the most part y/e talked on lighter subjects and we laughed 
much,, but 1 must say that even in speaking of the departed, I must 
say none of the darkies in this neighborhood ever seem greatly depressed 
about tb® faot jthat. their loved ones are gone. B omehow one gains the 
impression that they meekly accept the will of God or even better that 
they have a feeling of security that those who die go on to a better 
world, so that all references to them is always calm and never in any 
sojrt of a depressed way,, , ' 

7 Back at Melrose, the night was yet young, so far as the Pair 
went, and although' one of my mulatto friends stopped his car and 
asked me to ride over, 1 deolined and folded up to listen to Report 
to the Nathion and Assistant B eotary Dullusl?) speak instead, 

*1 * t h - .wtaOi.-ii-.U - ■ - * •' \ '* *' ? 

I had seen Peter earlier in the evening. He said he was doing 
alright. Sometimes this trouser rubbe$ against his healing wound, but 
at suoh times, as he explained: "I jus walk away from it,*-^ 1 -meaning, 

I assume, that he comehow contrives to-bend his body in such a manner as 
to keep the trouser and the wound from o ntaoting each other. 
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,J he Henrys came in , - Dan and Paynie, - a short time before 
Invitation to learning was scheduled to begin. Accordingly I heard 
only the last 7 minutes of it, but that sounded as though it might 
have been quite good, 

Imamediately afterward, I wrote Invitation to learning, asking 
if a transcript in type or in print is made of these programs, and 
if not why not, and how about supplying them, or making them 
available for subscriptions , both to private individuals and to 
institutions, 1 hazarded the guess that many a listener would like to 
have a transcript and that it would be nice if they were printed about 
the size of the average book so that they oould be attached to a rela¬ 
tive or related volume. w e shall see what we shall see. 

I never did much like lennet Cerf, and I don't know why, except 
that my feelings were confirmed when he took an unoalled for crack at 
Alexander <Wfoolcott, shortly after the latter’s death, I have no doub 
(t) that all u t. Cerf said about him at the time was true, but it seem 
ed to me to be unoalled n for, 

I noticed that A r . Cerf did refer to several young men whose 
manuscripts, following this war, would reflect a oertain freedom 
from former literary restraints, and 1 think he mentioned Bernard 
Past, as one. I assume, perhaps, that “r. Cerf’s oompany is going 
to publish M r. Past*8 next opus. w 

I don't know anything about Mr. Past, although * have read two 
of his books, - one on George Washington, whioh liked very much, but 
the name of which 1 cannot reall. I also read his life of lorn Paine, 
which ^ thought was very well done indeed, but * think I have mentioned 
all this before to you. 

And did 1 tell you about the letter from Charles Mazurette, 
currently in ew u rleans. (I discuss so many things with you mentally 
that I am sur§ 1 am forever dishing up the written things a dozen times 
over, - and oan you forgive?) Well, regardless, there was a letter 
from Charles on Saturday, I think it was. He says the New Orleans 
book shops are filled with H. ^ane’s PLANTATION PARADE, whioh are 
available for inspection but not for sale until the end of the month. 
Says he further: - There is a &0 page chapter on Melrose, entitled: 
"Chatelaine in Shirtstaist", - I nearly said Shirtsleeves, but it is 
Shirtwaist, - Chatelaine in Shirtwaist, - who, of course, is no other 
than the ^adam, and he say3 the thing is quite well done. 

Well, so be it, and just for fun, when the volume comes to hand, 
we shall see and pencil the stuff, - if any, - that was lifted from 
one source or another. 

There was s mething else 1 wanted to mention but I am 
awaited at the big house for something or other, - perhaps pilgrims, and 
so 1 shall fold at this point. 


I 
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I ... - • V. • t 

October 8th, 1945, 

I T r Aj c -> J t O.J '• ! i Xii Xi'-C 



Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

It's quite oool tljis morning, with a'spanking breeze from the 
north bending the bamboo hedges and impelling Peter, who passed this way 
early, to build me'a fire, primarily to warm himself, but ostensibly to 
provide me with an element to short-circuit the dropping temperature. 


The enclosed cable speaks'for itself, "Absent Treatment" is what 
studied neglect of correspondence is styled in these parts. Our 
little South ^merioan correspondent inquires if his August letter was 
received, August, September, October, Yea, it was received, I 
think my April chble to him was received, on his part, too, April, 

May, June, July, August. 'Alright. Sauce for the goose is sauoe, - 
or applesauoe, - for the gander. In this instanoe, "Absent Treatment 
seems to have worked. I shall let it work a little further before I 
respond. 


On the home fronts Monday, October 7th, might be set down as the 
official'date of 1945 for the opening of the peoane season. Prior to 
the actual gathering of the year’s crop, there are always a-number of 
half empty peoanes that fall from'the trees, l?ut these are always dis¬ 
regarded until the rains and the winds have started the sound furit to 
drop. It is then that the hogs go in for their autumn field day, busying 
themselves beneath the trees a full 24 hours stretch around the olock,- 
if permitted fo'do so. 


At this time of the year, all the people on the plaoe are advised to 
keep their hogs penned up if they do not want them shot. Some people do 
pens them up, - with honest desire to keep them at home, - even though 
the hogs of such people freouently do break out, O^her people, - more 
sligh, - keep them penned up during the day, and then when night comes on 
they let them out, so that they will fatten on peoanes all during 
the night, - and then they re-pen them in the first hours of a new day. 


Yesterday afterndon, J. h. called for a shotgun, and banged away 
at three or four hogs, gorging themselves under the trees lining the road 
between the garage and the bridge. Everyone at such times disclaims 
onwershlp of the offending animals, but when night settles down, the 
owner usually claims his pork under oover of darkness. There is only 
one joker in H. ’s onslaughts against the hogs He manifests great 
rage at the depredations, but somehow always oontrives to miss the hogs 
when he goes gunning for them I think he believes his gestures at 
slaughter will impress the darkies, ky guess is that they aren't impress¬ 
ed at all, but it does remind them that if . a, hands the gun to 



l 
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the overseer, the shots will most oertainly strike their marks, and so 
there is some resulting advantage in this yearly gesture, 

• * ' f 

It is a curious thing about a hog, which I didn't know about 

Z the 2 0untr * t0 live, A hog will feed madly on pecanes 

untii he is full-up , But after having reaohed that situation, the ho* 
is just beginning his activities, for he will never retire from beneath 
the pecane trees when completely stuffed, but will keep right on 
searching out the pecanes, taking them in his mouth and crushing them, 
and spitting them out, - shell and meat as well, One would think that 
he would give thought to his next pang of hunger, leaving the food for an 
other go-round. But that thought never seems to enter his head. The 
. darkies tell me that a hog will not take long, - and will not eat too many 
pecanes, if allowed to range at will, - but that he will destroy bushels^ 

thin^ e fhfitT^ diat0ly i*P on ;^ avin fe satisfied his hunger. It is a curious 
thing that the same situation obtains in regard to corn. A ho* will 

a ,°®* n P atoh and out down stalk after stalk, eating the ears 
is plumb full?. When he can.eat no more, he will keen right 
th9 . corn a ? d mangling the ears, leaving them to rot on the gxx 

fldfimnnF sa f ^ is no wond ® r that people owning pecane trees are 

adamant about keeping up hogs at this season of the year. 

- m ■* - 1 '• . % ' .. - 

No™ 0n 'i on(x W morning Paynie and Dan Henry left here-for 

Hew rleans, planning to stop off at Mansura, La., and Baton Rouge on 
the way Paynie telephoned from ^ansura in<the afternoon savin* that 
someho. or other i»«. -enry slipped on something in the s??;e?ii the? 
ft® 8 ’ " * bere was a Pouring rain, - and dislooated his left 
80 ? m f, ? ay ' T stin in the Ar my» haa no right to be 
traveiing in civilian olothes, and without his papers? - and therefore 

their t?i« aPP6 £V° J h f for P h y sioal attention. They continued 
^ I but not in to ° muoh oomfort, probably. - and will no 

Thursday ba0k ’" lth tbera for a »••*•*•«* -4irose? ahiil 

f 

J must .tell you of 24 Mile Ferry. It is perhaps five miles down 
the river from Melrose, - on the other side of the river - if 

Tn ^ Can be said to be on one side or the other of a river 
In ante bellum days it was a very active point on the river' because * 

of the number of travelers passing across the river at that'noint 

Sk/S 0all : d J 4 ,f Llt ferr y t0Ca ^ d it was 24 mnes from Ltc^^ches 

° f a th ! P r °P 0r ty in this section, it was owned by 
wh0 ^maintained the Ferry servioe and kept a store and a 
gaming house. Among the other furnishings of-the latter was a billiard 
?qr 10 ’ 1 n0t when the bill,iard table was introduced but I 

JIS? of ante bellum origin, since horse racing on the 24 Mile 

£erry track waa flourishing in the 1840's, and all the travelers frnm 
Alexandria, -new Urlaans, Opolousus and the -t'exas oourftry parsed this 
and no coubt refreshed themselves at the mulatto, Duprees ? and amused J 
themselves at his gaming house. p . amused 


Last °unday Ban took his mother and me for a ride down the West bank 
of Cane River, crossing the ^elrose bridge, and going by the Ghuroh, 
the site of ", B. Metoyer house, and so on by 24 mile® ferry, - no 
longer used, say for the past quarter of a century, - and so on to 
Magnolia plantation, and thenoe back home. The old general store at 
the one time Ferry still stands, and on its gallery t one or two of its 
legs missing, rested the fine old billiard table, sadly battered and 
exposed to the weather. 

It gave me an idea, and so in today's mail, I ar. writing to 
Mi8s Sally whose M agnolia plantation adjoins the present akeside 
Plantation’, which embraces 24 Mile Ferry, and I have asked Miss Sally 
to ask the present owner of the billiard table if I may have it. 

It is most certainly a piece of furniture of dubious intinsic value, 
ana yet It occurs to me that with some firing, it might make a wonderful 
library table, - for Arenbourg, of course, - for billard tables are 
usually so solid that as a library table, it ought to be so firm it would 
never wobble about, regardless of how much we might lean on it or pile 
it high with books. 

If one or more of its decoratice legs are missing, I would remove 
those that remain and put on plain but heavy supports in their places. 
Then if a quick glance did not deceive me, I could make use of tne 
couple of letgs that remain converting them into supports for a 
console table, for shey are’rather flat, and seem to be decorated with 
some kind of a scroll or acanthas leaves. The whole thing- coula be 
painted white, - these legs, I mean, - and touched up just a little 
with gold, and I believe they would make most attractive supports for 
a side table below a wall mirror, or some such. 

I certainly have done a lot of talking about a most ephemeral item, 
but you will pardon my enthusiasm for this item, if obtained, would 
be another item, used to advanta 6 & at Lrenbourg which would 
embrace practicability and. at the same time hold within itel another 
souvenir of the ^ane River country that will be pleasant to include , 
where practicable, in Q ur maisonnette, - yes, no? 


Must t allop monetarily. 


f 
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uctober 10th, 1945. 



• Memorandum to ''lipping oervioe: 

, ‘Wt with the enclosures, - the Lake letter might be 

returned, - and what with the further consideration that in view 
of the prolonged week-end,you are heading into, I think I 
would do well to keep this Memorandum, and succeeding ones for 
the balance of the week, to a minimum. For undoubtedly you 
will have ^plenty to confront you in other lines on your return, 
without the necessity of wadding through endless coreespondence. 

w v* 1 ~ „. a* J- • v ■ *' * vl •*>! * t s M'l • ' Jc , » ~ • •*u ** ' ■ > 

, But I do want to thank you for the grand letter to hand, 

■_j, advising me on so many points. May l congratulate you on your 
suooess in so quickly.discovering the Perkins volume on the 
XIV Louis. 1 hayeinever read that item, but should like to. 

, You also mention the v alois item by §t. Amand. That one I have 
, never read either, - but should like-to,,- there a.e so many 

things to be done at Arenbourg eventually. 

I think I may have mentioned in a former note that the 
3t. Amand volume that I used to like best was "The Last Years 
of Louis XV”, and yet for the life of me, as,I now write, I can 
not recall why, unless I found in it a picture of that marvelous 
distilled brew which was the last of the 17th century and the 
. first three-quarters of the 18th, which, in my estimation, repres¬ 

ented in many respects, the high point in various walks of life. 
Perhaps, too, there was a certain sadness about it, too, some¬ 
thing like the fading glow of a sunset, following a day of great 
brilliance, when one’s eyes somehow cling longingly to the 
cloud-streaks in the sky, as rose fades into gray, and feathery 
sweeps of the sirus decorative pcheme gradually transforms itself 
. into ash. 1 suppose it is the, subconsciousness that soething 
beautiful is dying at makes such a sunset and such a volume eb 
seem even more precious than it really is. Anyway, - I liked the 
c ;? &ast Year of Louis XV. 

It was good- of you to share with, me the accounts as rexeveal- 
ed by the 8 page letter from afar. The picture isn’t pretty, and 
one is so wise to eliminate it from memory, so far as possible. 

Yon will forgive me for ag&in making reference to it, but frankly 
I am' grateful to God that the Pilgrimage of borrow that you had 
to make alone in the years before the wax, -if things had to turn 
that way, in reality transpired then. For now there is a peace 
that, come8 with such sorrow, and a feeling of gratitude to 


• • 
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God that one so be l°* ed J^tionrode in on the winds to 
all the tumult an d d es tr-ucti™ d f d “hhorhood afterward, 

blight those remaining in tb ® ® “ vavards I always finding 
Whenever I visit old t ^ e d ®te of’departure to read 

myself rejoicing when ** ndi ? 6 * D ®s Q L satisfaction comes from 
1859 or 1860 or even 1 * 61 . , I t jJ at hQ wh0 sleeps beneath 

the assurance, given by such , welcomed into un- 

the monument , was f s of man’ stempests broke about th j 

ending -foace before the ravag homeland. For your, sake, 

this or that individual s earthly homeian Qn9 \ e bQ d0 finite- 

and somehow for my own^ si “® reioice that those once loved so 

escaped &.*&. of horrors which nos met x , 

rest so heavily upon those,who remain. 

After posting my yesterday;e 1-ne^fexther 

■ 

SMS*U M £g£ ;^“r^eron^e 

rollQwin^dey^he^aa^t ranaportedto^QampPotXHoepltal ,^at ^ 

Leesrill.,,La., which le stout 50 miles cue e will be 

ApperaJitly the hreeX was 4»ito had end “tviousiy 
in a cast for the balance of his furiougn, nuv. 

I expect .. Bh 4 U'J>axe a fairly lui.t^ee^^n^i^the^e^ 

parts, an<j. I know of £0 par f ee -nn* P that Hiss Silver may make 
to pass by, although „ ht d 4 j^gsume Pat may come up from 

a Bl 0 tr.4Se a enh P feynle rihe letter's return from »w Orleans. 

That with gas arallable. oovieyer l nave they 

Will be the usual number of road ™nner Outside world which is 
have some little shutter 4 x a i way s like to embrace 

pleasnt to r oeX through momentartly^d 1^1 ay^ ^ „ a8tlng 

such opportunities, - if the roaa x they 

time, in which case, that type lnvariaoxy. i» 
wouldn’t have any ideas on opening shutters. 

YOU mentioned Nadine. Poor aadine.^UXe^ou.^the^^ ^ 

absence of word sounds omino s ^ t n dQQ d any of God's children,- 
come through, * bhe ? ^ * and Jet in one direction at least, - 
deserved something betbe J» Qm xortunity of an expression of 

meaning, me, she even shut off the opportuniv^ j . ^ ^ had 

«ef tho^fS^e hy S". eooond test'route X wanted to epeaX 
on a kinared point, but had better break .off. 


Uotober 11th, 1946. 


iiemorandum to ^lipping u ervice: 

I take pen in hand before d*wping, but even though the 
spread of time as between this moment,and the advent of herr 
Kelly. the post rider, I anticipate lots of people dropping 
in, and l shall probably get little done by wqy of correspondence. 

It's a strange thing, but as soon as things,cool off in the 
autumn, A get plenty of visitors early in the morning, - 
proffered servioes in making fires, eto. The fact is that for 
a variety of reasons, - somp good and some not so good, many 
people have failed to lay in a supply of wood, and knowing I have 
a store on my front gallery, they like to make the most of its 
potential heat by coming by. 

Billy Porter, and huge negro, came by about 4 to ask me to 
telephone for an ambulanoa for Elam's mama who has a severe case of 
appendicitis. Llitohell, the axe, arrived a little later with a 
tray of coffee. Then ^ittle King blew in, asking if I had 
an old hat for him to wear to sohool today, - for it begins this 
October 11th. King Hunter was next <?n the docket, to re- 
furbish the fire and to say he woul$ pick up my shoes this evening 
and take them home with him for Brother to shine. It was too 
oold he thought, for Brother to start sohool this morning, so I 
reckon my pupil will begin about tomorrow, - for Columbus day seems 
to be an unknown event in these parts. 

Yesterday's post was thin, with but a single letter, coming 
from the General's wife to say that the latter is getting along alrigght 
and may avoid an operation, but remains in Walter Reid hospital. 

£nd speaking of the military, I have been greatly impressed by 
the unexpected publicity given the Marshall report, which, from 
news reviews, appears to be quite an interesting document. Th® 
line oft* quoted from it, which I liked best, was sonetning to the 
effect that AmerioaSL unprepared, in giving little thought to the 
future, was carrying her Freedom in a paper bag. I think tnat is 
a good comparison. 

I enolose an exceedingly rought transcript from the Chase Diary 
so often mentioned in the past. I have no doubt that you will find 
if of no espeoial interest, but I did think you might like to get 
the feel of*his klotsch-bosse style, (over) 
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The Madam does not know that I have the Diary in duplioate. 

She read the thing, and proceeded to loose some of the pages of the 
duplioate. -Before sending the original to he hound, I had Mr. Brew 
read me from the original, in order to fill out the missing pages 
for the duplicate, just to keep a record of the manuscript, although, 
when hound, we shall always have the original in the Arenhourg 

collection, F»om the subject matter in this rough draft, you will 
notice that the pages that the Madam lost, - loj - dealt with this 
particular region. Coincidence, - I assume, - although it may he more 
than that. 

But that doesn't matter, thejoriginal sheets are. intact and 
have gone off to the hinder, and we shall al ays have it to work on,- 
when we get around to it, - as well as the duplicate, unhound, - 
so our supply is ample. , 

V Vi-A - 1 J. • J • 1 • y • - U-U*., • w - V ■' k - ' " « ‘ •*- 

I merely put in an old faded oarhon sheet as I jotted down the 
raiefing pages, thinking that hy glancing through these, you would 
better-'form an itea for yourself as to the general flavor of the hook an 
in thus reading it, you would applaud the old ''hinese proverb that 
a single pioture is better than 10,000 words of description. 

i“he whole raanu oript is muoh like these few pages, although there 
are seotions that have long religious businesses in them. But you 
may readily understand how valuable the work is as a picture of the 
times in which he wrote when, A tell you that, the places mentioned in 
these paragraphs are places that one may visit today, and often 
one may recognize certain featiues that the Rev. mentions. Another 
point of interest, so far as evidence remains as to the correct¬ 
ness of his observations appear unexpectedly from time to time if 
one will hut,glance about. For example, the room-in which I write has 
wooden bars atht eh window. Wooden bars were never put there to 
restrain anyone from breaking out, for they are bars that could be 
broken, Accoraing to oldsters in these parts, their grandparents 
were always oomplnining about the depredations of the "varments", of 
lions breaking into the house, etc. , etc. So etimes in early documents 
one runs across accounts of "tigers", - sometimes written "tigres", 
abounding in these parts. In reality, these animals were panthers and 
mountain lions, and they were frequently bounding into unbarred 
, windows. But assume the bears were even more of a nuisanoe, 

for a bear is inclined to be rather peaceful and not especially desire- 
ous of attacking human beings, but they are extremely ourious and 
always did love breaking into store houses ana kitches in search of 
food,'- especially molasses or honey, 

I believe Mr. Cahse made, this journey from Alexandria to Natchi¬ 
toches and thenoe to Arkansas, in June of 1632, That was the year 
Bed Aiver swung from its Cane River bed to its present location 
further east by five miles. I assume that the Reverend made this 
journey on horseback, and i only regre* he didn't mention lie Breveils 
as he passed this way. - You will of course dispose of the enclosed pa 

pages as you please, for i have no use for them, Merely thought you 
might gain some idea of the Chase business, even though the 
transcription if miserable. ...1 must s.-ip. 


1412 


' -d 


October 12th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

September 12th, - but four weeks back, he blew in 
quite unexpectedly. A telephone from New Orleans yesterday 
indicates* that he will arrive .today sometime*. 

• Accordingly, if there should be a break in the usual 
filing of reports you will understand, 

I shall most certainly be greatly inconvenienced by 
his cmoning, - I hope he will stay no longer than Monday,- 
but I can stand it alright, being advised in advance, 

A second cable came to hand from Santiago yesterday. 

It seems the gentleman down yonder is oonscious of not 
having had a prompt response to his last one. I responded 
to yesterday's, saying that as my beard grew longer with 
the years,, I find myself gearing my responses to correspondence 
by the b length of time it takes me to catoh the eoho, I 
sent the message hy air mail, s.o I reckon within a week he 
will have my response. 

• 

x he enclosed announcement comes from la Moore's 
daughter. I must eventually get a line of congratulation 
off to her. After all these years, S t he is at last possess¬ 
ed of a Teal flesh and blood grandchi'ld. It is curious 
on what grounds we sometimes wish people well. In the 
present instance, for example* I discover, on examination, 
that while my good wishes are quite genuine both for the 
health,of the baby and the joy of its parents, the primary 
motive for my good wishes stems from my desire that the advent 
of the child may somehow impell the grandmother to take up 
marriage, and so provide herself with a permanent roost and. 
feeding ground, -’preferably in Baton Rouge, where the 
Colonel has a domicile. 

, I think I may have.mentioned before that one of 
my favorite radio stations is WHO, Des Moines. Last night 
at 11:30, - 1 always awaken for a sort of news-editorial 
broadcast at that hour, I heard a most appropriate, and most 
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enlightening dissertation, on that anniversary of Oolumbus 
Day Ave. One thing 1 learned that surprised me was that 
contrary to popular understanding, Columbus did not die 
in poverty and neglect, but on the contrary, was held in 
high esteem by the Court of ^pain t who provided him with 
two couriers to carry messa.es baok and forth from his 
residence to the Court, - one messenger being his son and 
the other a youth whose name 1 shall not attempt to spell 
correctly, - Americus v espusious, who later was to become 
a great mariner in his own right, and in whose honor, this 
hemisphere was to be named. 

• But a more interesting part of the broadcast had to 
do with an interesting parallel, drawn nines dating from 
1492 and 1945, 'The point was made that ^olumbus appeared 
at a time when the world was Just emerging from one age into 
another, even as it seems we are doing today. The three 
things«at the time of ^olumbus that revolutionized things were 
the introduction of the compass from ^hina, the introduction f 
of printing by Suttenburg and the discovery or introduction 
of gunpowder, - , 

The compass, of course, provided the mariners with a 
guide, - ana greatly needed, too, since the x urks had 
sealed off Asiatio trade routes through the capture of 
* Constantinople, 

The introduction of printing, of oourse, provided 
the means for learning to be taken' from the hands of a 
few wise man, and by being plaoed in books, opened the 
door for thousands to learn where heretofore but dozens had 
been able to ao^rire any education. 

The advent of gun powder meant the end of the feudal 
system, the elimination of strong armed men in armor, and 
the metamorphose of the little hill-kingdoms into the 
great national States. It seems that the introduction 
of gun powder * - and thence the re-alignment of military 
conoepts, automatically brought about an era of peace, when 
learning and the arts could flourish, as ignorance on a 
grandscale gave way to a spread of education’s lamp of learn¬ 
ing. 

You will note, in thinking up today's ohanges, that 
there are some striking parallels. Of oourse 4 the mighty 
atom" looks as though it is going to be even mere moving 
than the gun powder, Aadio and televis on, of course, is 
going to parallel in education what printing did when old 
uttenburg struck off his first printed page. 
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fclenoe, of oourse, in radar, air transportation, food 
processing, etc. ad infinitum, takes a Joint route along 
side the introduction of the compass, while whole hemisphere 
and worlds await a new w olumbus in everything from the 
region of matter to the^realms ofinternational cooperation. 

All this may seem pretty trite to you, for you may have 
long sinoe pondered upon these points, and I have no doubt 
the newsapapers and magazines have stressed these similarities 
over and over again during the past few years. 

• 

■But many of the t oughts were original so far as I was 
concerned, and I pass them along to you, both as a oonfession 
of ignoranoe and evidenoe of the thrill I experience in looking 
forward to a new day when courageous souls, once depressed be¬ 
cause of the belief that there were no more world to conqueror, 
suddenly disoover a whole flook of worlds to explore and to 
brought into control for the benefit of mankind. 

Poor you! ^ver,once in a while you are subjected to 
one of these endless diatribes, and I know perfectly well that 
in your busy days, you have little time for such endless " 
Gayyrings-on . -and yet, in s^ite of that, I seem to go 
right ahead,°and talk, - talk, - talk, regardless. But it 
is curious, somehow, for in chatting in this manner, I never 
feel that I am writing, but rather I feel almost as 
though we were sitting on the gallery at Arenbourg, inhaling 
the heavy fragrance of butterfly lilies, drinking in the 
glow of the waxin g moon, doubled in brillianoe by its 
reflection on the surfaoe of Cane “iver, and somehow in 
tune with enormous forces that swing the plantets (planets) 
mightily on their unswirving courses, as sound transports to 
us the song of a waking mocking bird from someplace down 
by Uncle -^orr-stone ' s...... 
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October 13 th, 1946. 


. Memor ndun to Clipping Service: 

It's -6:20, and I write this morning fro£ the 
library of the big house. I am unfamiliar with this machine, 
whioh may, or may not aooount for more errors than usual. 

Your perfeo.tly sweet no e- to hand, - with the 
quotation from Robert Louis Stevenson. How kind cf you to 
think of me in reading those lines. • But it seems to'me 
in no way remarkable that in reading them-, I shoud find 
your own good self shining through each phrase and sentence. 
’Tere I asked to offer an exerpt from lit rature that would 
teat desorite you, I should have to searoh no further than 
these lines from R. I. S., although I oould add another- 
page that would append a couple of side lights: - from 
R. A* Taylor’s Leonardo, "Few of ub have not known some 
person or persons, so by Mature, lavishly endowed". 

Our week end guest arrived,at 4:30 on Friday, and 
seems much as usual. Perhaps the most striking feature of his 
present make up is the average quality of his conversation. 

In one who was accustomed to hold "the tit of talk" in his 
own mouth, it is rather surprising to notioe gaps in the 
normal flow of thought expression or tale-telling. At the 
moment he appears to be Just like any rather dull business 
man, - whioh is altogether striking, since he used to mani¬ 
fest oertain amusing, al though sometimes bawdy, flashes of 
trilianoe. Expressed in another way, it is like seating 
one’s self in tha Alexandria Room of Sohraft’s Fifth Avenue, 
oomfortable and pleasantly surrounded by the hall mark of 
excellence, and after finishing the meal, suddenly realizing 
that the food quality was not above the standard of some non¬ 
descript Co,ffee Pot or "Rendezvous des Chauffeurs". 

For the moment, I am done on this subjeot, for I learned 
nothing of interest to pass along. I think the visit will end 
on Sunday or Monday* and I shall touch upon it at another 
sitting, if anything developes worthy of mention. 


over 


f 




, 
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What with school starting again and the gin going full 
tlast, my reader did not reqoh me last night until after 
dark, and what with the necessity of withdrawing from the guest, 
plus the f.uot that my reader wanted to go to Sammy* s, I did not 
attempt to read the end sure on the Senator from Miss*, tut 
held it until this evening itfien I may explore it at leisure. 
Almost any politician on the national stage ooming from that 
State is likely to te ultra something or other,: — and usually 
, department, I know the artiole is going to supply me 

with a flock of entertaining points. 





Celeste's sister in law, Betty Regard, after three - 
years in South Louisiana, cp« to Melrose to spend the week end 
with J. H. and Celeste, .he name is Betty hegArd, widow of 
Celeste'8 brother, and I may have mentioned her to you before. 

# ,It was she who effeoted the heading Machine in my behalf 
originally, and it ocoutb to me that she is well acquainted 
with, the Baton houge office of the jfedral. Belief Offioe, for 
she, as Parish head in t• Martinsville, • has freount con¬ 
tact with 3a. ton houge* With this in mind, i shall con¬ 
tact her this morning and possibly may. dieoover that she 
. .W i: !4.t?. a fcle to pull a couple of wires in. the Capitol to 
put me on a priority for a new heading Maohine With no reading 
being done in the big house, - reading aloud, - it would 
be a great help if I could get my machine back again during these 
long Winter nights Ju3t ahead. 

i* { Al f .**0 f .1 / O* ... ,lO .!' 

On ,the national soene, don't you love the latest 
display o£ wisdom.and spirit of good will as deomnstrated 
by those remarkable ladies, styling themselves the Daughters 
qf the Amerioan hevolution? Their duplication of the“Anderson 
fiasco triokled through to me over the .radio yesterday, when 
Mrs. Truman announced that in spite of all, she oould not oanoel 
her acceptance to take tea with "les bags". Here is one of 
the first strides on the stairway of retrospection, giving 
people an opportunity to compare and contrast the oourage 
_ of the Present First Lady and her predecessor in an almost 
identical, situation. From this distance in time, - for 
about seven years muoh have elapsed sinoe the Anderson affaire 
the publio generally oan better evaluate Mrs. Roosevelt's 
reaction and handling of the matter, «• and everyone must 
agree, liking it or not, that she did the handling alright. 
Perhaps, being something which had never before ocourred, 
it was less easy, or at least, her course of procedure less 
easy, since it oalled for some original thought a 
oourage. Surely, with the pattern she then laid down, it 
should have teen easier for la Truman, who obviously missed 
a tig opportunity, when she failed to follow in Mrs. R.'s foot¬ 
steps. But the important thing is that the pianist, like 
the singer, reaps an enormous publicity, and thank's to 

Slfe^andaSgSilthyan^AwS^oJt^pIf^iJtlofi^^fte^lilio 
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Ootober 15th, 1945, 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

Mrs, Spofford works in Hew Orleans hut maintains a home in 
Shreveport where her husband lives. It was she who brought Lyle 
to Melrose the last two times' 

■ On her way baok to the Crescent City yesterday, she stopped 
off at Melrose for dinner, and on leaving said that she expects to 
drive up to Shreveport every three or four weeks and'that she will 
always bring Lyle with her as far as Melrose, That's nioe. 

Well, it was a comparatively quiet week end, Lyle arose from 
his bed at 4 p.m., on Saturday, and as we are now having supper 
eround 5, he somehow converted that meal into breakfast. He 
seems quite'strong and mentally alert, but there was one remark, 
perhaps two, that I took to be possible "straws in the wind , 

* "I have given up whiskey completely, and you know,'it’s a funny 
thing, but it seems as though I oan get almost drunk on three or four 
glasses of Sherry. n 

Well, on the face of the threatened monthly sohedule, it looks 
as'though we would have an opportunity to observe how the straws fly 
during the autumn months." 

Celeste's sister in law. Better Regard, was here and I 
talked with her for a few moments on Sunday morning, - one of 
the circumstances that ruled out'Invitation to Learning. But 
I was glad to be assured that she thought she had influence 
enough with Baton Rouge to secure a Reading Machine, with my name 
being plaoed at the top of the priority List. I shall greatly 
appreciate that. 

I enclose a letter from “‘ary Rhodes. My secretary didn't 
make contact with me on Sunday, what with all the guests and all , and 
I had to L rab off a second best reader.'and in consequenoe, I didn't 
‘ get some of the sentences, but I think thefe was "nothing especially 

vital in the message. I was interested in her opinion as to la Moore's 
tendenoy toward "swagger". I must say that it was more or less 
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in line with the impression 1 reoeived on reading la "oore's 
account of her appeal or invocation of the veteran's rights, eto. 


1 did le&rn of'a new magazine, - Ebony, which I understand, has 
recently appeared, - perhaps one issue, perhaps two. It seems 
to be devoted to our friends, and as I understand it, carried 
as much of its message in pictures as in the written word. 

Perhaps Ur. Pipes and I should contact this putlioation. Per¬ 
haps they might be interested in some of our data. 

■Betty Regard spoke to me of the publication and I asked Lyle 
if he had seen it, I think he had, but I wasn't sure, as someone 
interrupted conversation at that moment. There are two or three 
people of the raoe who onoe were highly publicized but who now, so 
far as I know, have disappeared from the view of the average reader. 
Por example, 1 should like to know where the several people in¬ 
volved in the Soottsborough case are now, and what in the world 
ever happened to i*lice Jones, daughter of the Hew Rochelle garbage 
man, who married Philip Rhinelander. I think Ur. R, died a 
number of year ago, but 1 never did hear anything more'about his 
ex-wife I suppose there are half'a dozen other cases I could 
think of-that might be interesting to follov through, and I 
had better drop 2bony a line and get them straightened out, p 
the’cases not Ebony, - for I fe: r such a publication'cannot run 
for long, - unless those revolutionary ladies of the D. A. R., 
keep up their invaluable work of giving such splendid publicity 
to the negro in art. 

I an rather surprised that Dora hasn't mentioned Ebony, but 
perhaps with all the re-decorating going^on of late in'Hornan, 
he has forgotten to mention the matter. 

I heard of an ex raordinary case of physical prowess on the 
part of a negro, which may, or may not have been in the papers. 

It seems that in some community, - not far from local railroad 
tracks, l believe, a negro knocked on the door of a dwelling, and 
the woman 7;ho responded was amazed to see the man holding one 
of his erms in one hand, the arm having just been severed from 
his body. I believe the point of the thing that added to the 
mystery ■was that the man said he could say how the arm had been cut 
off. There was another interruption at this point, and 1 never did 
get any nor? particulars, how the man had prevented himself from 
« dy'ng from loss of blood, what happened after he had announced his 
difficulty, etc., eto. That a place to be left hanging in the air. 

t 

Tnat with the bulk of "ary's letter, I'shall content myself with 
this Stiigle page for this sitting., 
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Ootober 16th, 1946. 


Memorandum to (-lipping Service: 

The enclosure, as you may have already noticed, is from 
Caroline Ramsey. I shall respond today, saying 1 will hold 
the article until she arrives about the middle of November. 

I hope Lyle and Harnett kane do not blow in at the same time 
Hiss Ramsey does. 

» • 

To hand in yesterday's mail came your nice letter, - the joint 
one, - together with the clippings. We both were enchanted with 
all. By especially referring to the Jumel "ansion article, you 
, enabled me to ask that it be read forthwith, and I may or may not 
heir the rest,, for the lady is forever getting the clippings tangled 
up with newspapers and whatnot, unless she inserts them in a holding 
envelope for inolusion in scrapbooks,* - making them buried so far 
as reference to them goes, at any given moment. 

I am -so glad, naturally, that Jumel Mansion has had a few rooms 
put in order I know you are going to have a pleasant 'afternoon 
when opportunity gives <you a chance to pass by and see for 
yourself how Hanoy McClelland aid all have re-furbished the place. 

The Madam has always declared that Jumel 1 Mansion waB' the only 
house she saw in. "ew ' ork wherein she felt she would seem to fina 
a home. it. certainly must hafe been lovely in its setting when 
Hew York was way off yonder, and from its g<allery, one gazed off 
across virgin fields, untrammeled by asphalt streets and a wilderness 
of apa*rtmen't hnuses. 

* 

, When l first visited the place, I was under the impression 
that it had onoe been the home of Robert Morris, finanoere of the 
Revolution, but later I learned that it was not Robert, but 
Grosveneur, - I am uncertain of the spelling. But I think 
its post Revolutionary period must have been its most interesting 
time, when la belle Jumel was dispensing hospitality under her 
final title of Mrs. Aaron Burr « 

• V * ' * 

For dramatic emphasis, possibly for truth, but ppeobably more 
than anything else, to give a.desired balance to their composition, 
biographers of la Jumel pretty generally seem to hae pictured her 
as never having made much of a social cirole to surround herself 
during her long life, so much of whioh was spent in the Hew 
York area...On my own hook, I have lon^ since come to the con¬ 
clusion that la Jumel must have had quite a gay set rotating about 
her tea tables, what with the kind of personality she is bound to * 
have had, and what with the success she enjoyed abroad. It is 
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ture th*t she may never have been able to dent the crust of that 
was then the "400”, but any wife of an Aaron Burr oouldn't possibly 
find herself alone, and I am inclined to believe that possibly one 
found a lot more brains and good cheer in the Jumel mansion than coul 
be encountered ift some of the more formal but less brilliant drawing 
rooms down town. At the moment, I cannot recall if I have ever heard 

the Revolutionary name of Jumel Mansion. Surely it must have had one 

since every home of such status possessed at least one, and sometimes’ 
more. It a title over comes to hand, do let me know. 

And now I want to tell you something in the blood-boiling 

department. Jack’s brother 9 J3zra f who is a swell guy f was returning 
home to Ilelrose on Sunday night in his own car, after having taken 
his 'mother (Miss Millie), his wife and four children to call on 
kin folk in atchitoches. ^bout mid-way between Melrose Frenchie' 
oamplwhe e Mrs. ^and staid for a week), two cars stopped Ezra's, 

It was some of these old hill-billy deputies from the ^herriff's offioe. 

. 1)110 dupties made Hiss ^illie and Ezra's wife and children get out 

of the car. Then they made Ezra trun the car back up the road, and 
giving him five ddllars, forced him to go to Frenohies, whom Ezra 
Anows, and buy a pint of whiskey, without, telling ^'renchie that he 
was being sent by the Law, Naturally Ezra had to do it, for it doesn't 
pay for a negro to question the words of a white man. 

But Ezra told J. a. yesterday morning, and a, wa s naturally 
.urious. He flew to town without delay, and I pr sume he read a 
riot act or two to the Sheriff's offioe, and I hone told the whole 
posse to keep out of the ^lrose j my8Q if shall go to town 

shortly and shall make it a point to pay the Sheriff's offioe a 
visit. As always, of course, prohibition is paying a large dividend 
to the nasty little white trash in this Parish, and I shall be glad 
when we oan a^ain eliminate that law from the books. Ia the mean 
time, unless curbed, the hill-billies are going to fleeoe the poor 
negroes, while they let torrents of lioquor flow in town where the 
white folks at the dubs and in the drug stores, - including our 
own physician from ^loutterville allied with one such, - is going 
full tilt. I may have told you that a week ago Saturday night, 
the some bunch of deputies stopped a colored boy on the road at night 
and made him pay five dollars because he had a half of a half pint 
of licquor in his hip pooket. There is no law to giye them a right 
to do anything of the sort. In other words, it was plain and un¬ 
varnished highway robbery. Surely economic and political equalities 
are terrifioe breeders of crime, and I am out to make a raoket in behalf 
of those who a persecuted by the hoodlums. 

.. tirade is done, and I must get on to some literary 

activities forthwith. A hanks again for the nice joint note, dully 
appreciated by both to whom it was addressed, and thanks, too, for 
the dippings. L r ew Pierson on Sunday, sa^d that Stephen had flown 
to ^lrope, but obviously he is still in Halter Held. 
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October 17th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service; 

Correspondence time this morning has slipped away, y»hat with 
two or three friends passing this way for advise on one point or 
another, and joint exploration of the Opportunity package with one 
friend, already feeling the pinch of chill that permeates the 
morning and evening air, now that mid-Ootober is upon us. 

< 

1 shall accordingly wlite but briefly at .this sitting, and 
will avail myself of this brief moment to pass along some gossip. 

. t ? 

You may recall that I mentioned some time back the opening 
of a physician’8 office in town, to be used temporarily in the 
afternoons, and to he made use of ^primarily for the issuanoe of 
p rsoriptions of a dubious medioal status. 

• The three brothers in law one day, - perhaps two weeks ago, 
asked me if A had learned of any scandle lal) , emanating from town, 

I hadn not. They told me. Yesterday, from two sources, I heard the 
•same tale. It seems the offioe in town has been closed. It also 

seems that the physician occupying it is currently on bond, having 

been arrested on the charge of the wife of one of the naval men, station 
ed at the college in town. T^e charge seems,to be that the 
physioian took a pass at his patient, and I suppose could be 

quite serious, if the thing should come to Court, - which it may 

or may not. 

« t ' ' « 

It is unfortunate that the physician concerned, and his wife, about 
a month ago, gave up speaking to their brother and brother in law, - 
one who has some influenoe with legal doings in town. Always having 
fancied themselves beyond the need of oourtesy.to anyone, they may 
suddenly be faced by the-faot that friends, even relatives, aren't 
an asset to be disdained. 

Up to the present writing, I feel certain, la Grignan has not 
learned of this latest doings in her own household. I hope 
she doesn't learn of it before she moves, for if she does there 
will most certainly be a vast veiling and soreaming on the home 
grounds, which, most naturally, will upset our patient considerably. 

Isn't that a pretty kettle of fish to be poised on the brink 
of boiling over? 

over 


I 
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Should the thing break out into the news, I assume that 
it will be explained that physicians are always subject to such 
accusations. That, of,course, is true. In the present instance, 
however, the charge doesn't astonish me exactly, since two very 
conservative residents of this neighborhood have been forced to dis¬ 
miss the same physician abruptly, when after summoning him in 
case of serious illness, he has taken that opportunity to take a pass 
at them, 

I assume, r although it is pure assumption, that this situation 
may explain a statement made by the physician the other day to 
his mother in law, wherein he remarked that should the Shreveport 
venture prove unprofitable, he thought he might take a try at California. 
I suppose license to praotice i-s issued by the State, and if Louisiana 
should withdraw its license, perhaps it is thought California might 
issue one ,ih its place. 

Well, so boils the local pot, and may it not spill over before 
we are rid of this batch of inhumanities. 

At dawn this morning, another, - or pbssibly the same, - big 
old aigrette stalked by by .back gallery, and 1 am hoping that he 
may like the white garden sufficiently to return to it next 
Spring when returning from his, South American season. If he does, I 
shall persuade him to ,step aoross the road to ~renbourg, where the 
terraoe will afford him an oppqrtunity to exercise his long legs, 
and the river will offer him good gaming ground for his wa’ter sports. 
With the artificial lake that will be soooped out this winter, he 
will find a nice nesting place for Mme. Aigrette, and 1 think he 
will look very pleasant, what with a background of red, pink and 
yellow water lilies. f 

I think Miss Myra has some acquaintance with officer^ in the 
Chicago Aiviary Department, where, I am told, there are some 
marvelous white peacocks. As Miss Myra has contemplated introducing 
peacocks to nevereux, I think we should eventually make arrange¬ 
ments with her to get us an egg or two of the white peacock, for with 
a couple of,aigrettes, the white peacock on the terrace of green 
^hat with,the deep blue of the river beyond, ought to really be 
something by way of decors. 

Must skip now, bpt will no doubt,arrange a longer sitting 
on the morrow. 
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Ootober l#th, 1945, 


Memorandum to “lipping Service: 

t 

'’The postman rang twice” yesterday, - an elegant letter from 
you and one from :James. I shall not attempt to compare them as 
to content, for I know not what Dora's contained, but at faoe value, the 
one from you was bound to be twice as good, since it numbered 4 pages as 
against' Dora's two. 

v *•' ■ t .1 . • t v 

. What with all the sons of Afrioan up to their hips in cotton, 
either in-the field or in the gin, - and from sun up to dark, - 
it was evident that I would be able to tear off but time enough for 
one letter, and I need not tell you if yours of ^olumbus Day or 
Dora s was -the one chosen. Today I shall grab off another tiny 
segment of time, and tomorrow * shall send along Dora's. 

It certainly was good of you to impart so many points of interest 
in a variety of fields. It goes without saying that the quotations from 
the ^obeson volume interested me much. I have clipped the quotation 
from the letter and shall read it again within a few days when the 
weekly rain comes and opportunity arrives with the first sprinkle 
of rain. And thanks, too, for mentioning the items in fchis 
October's issue, of the Reader's Digest. I shall, turn through 
that item today at the big house, - if pilgrims don't clutter up the 
place too much. Today, being Thursday, Dr. Knipmayer will spend the 
morning, and there is no telling who may honor us this evening, but 
I shall hope no one will. , 

It was kind of you to explore the Sargent Prentiss matter in my 
behalf. There is quite an interesting volume on Sargent Prentiss by 
his brother, George Prentiss. * have forgotten the.exact title of the 
book, but his brother's name does not appear in the title, as I 
recall. I am under the impression George Prentiss did not write many 
books, - perhaps only one, so if you should run across a list of 
George's books, you probably would have little difficulty in deter¬ 
mining whioh is the one that.is biographical. 

19th 

same time, 
items whioh 
the man's 
of the man's 
might. 




Like so jnany volumes written toward the end of the 
century, it is quite dull in many respects. ?ut at the 
it is very valuable because it contains so many little 
shed tell-tale gleams of light upon the tiny aspects of 
problems, whioh viewed in retrospeot, perhaps tell more 
happy and unhappy moments that a better balanced volume 
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You will be struok by the poignancy of his letters from Mississippi 
to his family in Maine, pleading with them to write him letters as to 
what they are doing and how they are faring. It is difficult to 
imagine why the family seemed to negleot him so consistently, especially 
as he was the one staff on which they leaned, and it was his 
brillianoe and generosity that raised them from poverty and provided 
them with something like a hundred thousand dollar fund, - quite 
an impossing (one s) figure in those days, for today it would probably 
represent about half a million. 

You will redall that he eventually married Llary Williams, whose 
elegant ante bellum home was built on the present a cite of Longwood, 
and that he is buried in the Gloucester graveyard, on the Longwood 
.side of the Lower Wooaville Hoad, just opposite Gloucester. 

X think X have mentioned to you that this most brilliant of 
Mississippians had as his best friend, one Thomas Hall, an untutored 
mqn who, when Sargent knew him, was the "best planter in the State", 
according to B, L, u, walias. _l have so often heard Mme. ^ebert, Hall's 
granddaughter of Bedford Plantation, reoite episodes from the inspiring 


I notice what you remarked about the Opportunity Shop, - 
< the fact that item ^o. 3 will be heading in this way 
shortly, and -the idea that X should find something in Item 
Bo. 2 that I could use. I must tell you quite frankly that 
I did gaze with eyes of yearning at the lovely blue sweater, but 
that I tried to crub my impetus- to set it aside for myself, since 
it came to me as something designed more for others, and as 
your agent, it seemed to me only fair to distribute the 
entire contents (interruption) - To get baok 
to the sweater, - I must confess that with one or two of the 
other items, X have not as yet apportioned it to any one, 
with with holding it until it is a little cooler is my 
idea of having it perform a maximum of servioe at the time 
most needed. And so, - unless I find some poor beggar who 
is actually shivering, I might eventually retain it and 
keep it to clothe myself, which would make me twice glad, - 
in view of its donnor. 


I have heard quite a few good things on the air of 
late which have made up for the rest of the mi<s-spent time in 
listening to clap-trap. Last night from Les Moines, there 
was a very good account of life in Java, especially in the 
years between 1918 and 194 j 0. i’rom this unimpaseioned 
account, it. coes seem ae though it were high time so ©thing were 
done, economically for the natives, who have bean paid a few 
cents a day for their labors over all the long ye; rs that they 
have enjoyed the benefits of '"estern civilization and exploita¬ 
tion. - . 


interruption - Brother has just oome for his first lesson. 


Alright. Brother has done his lessen, and, with a pair of 
shoes to shine, he has headed off down the road, the shoes be 
almost as big a Brother. - , 

• X w as so t>' lad to hear particulars covering the Deoameron 
which I had missed, and X think X have already remarked that 
I likewise missed the succeeding broadcast, but perhaps we 
may both catch up on lost ones if Columbia issues a scriot. 

I reokon we should be hearing from them on that point T 
before long. 


You know, one of the strangest things in my mind is the 
fact that x never think of the Dutch as being especially 
wealthy, and yet there must be greet fortunes in Holland, 
based on wealth from the Indies, that never flared up enough 
on the TTestern horizon to impress me. Of the fc reat 
fortunes in England, based on exploitation of India, I recall 
quite a few establishements, - c rand country houses and people 
who have spent the money in such a manner as to make some 
dent- in- -the bas-relief wherein or whereon some picture might 
be sketched of the results of great accumulrtions of worldly 
^oods. Perhaps it is bt oauee that I am not very well 
aoq.uai.nted with Holland that X am in ignorance of the results 
of their expenditu es , culled from the vast fortunes that 
have streamed in from the Indies, and yet, with the possible 
exce tion of old Philip ^asoon, - I think that was hie name, - 
who had some wonderful Art collections, - especially silver 
plate, as X recall, - I can't think of any Dut-oh examples of 
what oan be done by way of creating pleasant country houses 
and elegant bric-a-br^o, although obviously there must have 
teen ,.<uite a few stockholders in Indies businesses that 
would have wbi ranted such investments. 


I had in mind to speak of a couple of points at 
length, but I just learn that Dr. Knipmayer is already 
here, and I have no doubt that he will be invading- this 
place to observe the progress made by the bananas, which continue 
to grow amazingly. 
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■^nd this brings one around, of course, ifcB to b 
ponder on the stranger feet that today so ew people, even 
hen spendin lots of money on builoing, seldom if over produce 
anything in houses that is in very good taste', whereas in 
contrast, practioally every plantation home and city dwelling 
of any ccount at all, - constructed during the first half 

of the 19th century in the South, is such a joy to the 

eye ana such a satisfaction to the soul. To find out why 
t is should be so, 1 have thought long and arrived nowhere, 
but perhaps we have gone Dutch, and -just contented ourselves 
with lots of money, 

I notice ~r. Truman is much in the news these days, - not 
only for his doings but also for ( an appraisal of his doings up 
to now. Last night, - V/ednesday', - about 8 or 9 o'clock, 

I heard an e; cellent appraisal by Genet (of the New Yorker) from 

Paris, I reckon you are acqua nted with Genet's col umn , or 
Parish .Letter or whatever. It seems she braodoasts from 
Paris every Wednesday night over the "American Broadcasting 
System, - whatever that may be, - but soething allied with 
the National, I think, I canpot say on what station she 
delivered her ( t oods, but it was really elegant, ^he sounded 
much like Dorothy Thompsop, and her choioe of words to express 
her quite terse remarks was or were grand. I think it was 
said her real name is hiss Planner, or some such, Ily radio 
faded at the time the program concluded, and so I did not 
find out on which frequency it was filtering in. But 1 
do recommend it to your consideration, - Wednesday nights between 
8 and 10, - but 1 an not certa n of the hour, and I think you 
will like it much, 

r 

I wanted to say something more about Arapbourg, but 

time is running so short. I think we are going to have 
quite a f-ew item’s to include in the house, by way of 
openings and things which * have su. sequently discovered among 
some other treasures in a forgotten barn on this place, 

I shall turn to that discussion in my next. 
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October 19th, 1946, 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

She doesn’t know it, but ciemence is going to have 
a fit. The package came through in yesterday s post, and 
having traveled a little roughly, it appears* 1 <°P® n ®^ t 

without delay, oheoked up on its contents, and believe that 

all is inorder. 

It was so thoughtful of you to make such a splendid 
collection, and Clemence is going to have as much fun with 
the pieces as with the complete garments. She never faiis 
to come out with a surprise, and into what she.will turn 
the- odds and end, Heaven alone knows, _ a battenburg 
parasol, or some suoh, you may be. sure, 

When L encountered her-at the store the other day, 
she looked like a million dollars in the yellow costume, - 
the yellow that has the same value as green has when it is 
olive. I may have mentioned this before, but I mention 
again regardless. And what she will oontrive with the 
velvets, I cannot imagine, but it will be something r *’ 
ordinarv I remember the time when a slip was inoluded in 
“ paSi. luring the su W .r, -and ho. 6he a^lalmed that aha 
could now visit her sister in Beaumont. What with another 
to hand, there is no telling where she might have a mind 
to head out. 

The enclosures from -“ora and Mrs. Brandon speak for 
themselves. I think Dora's letter to la Haygood is fine, 
but until I know in my own mind if that individual is in¬ 
terested in our friends, - or is merely holding down a job, 

I would find it impossible to hazard a guess as to any 
positive reaction on her part. Isn't it curious that al¬ 
though she wrote Lora in May that she intended coming here, 
we never did have even an acknowledgement of our invitation. 
Perhaps she did write and the letter was lost, - but that 
really happens so rarely. 

In vesterdav's post from Nashville, Tenn., oame a 
iAtter from Dr. Grab, an old acquaintance of the Madam a. 
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and asked the Madam several points about Joseph Mrwin, - 
her grqat grandfather who came to Louisiana in 1804 from 
Nashville. ihroin that, we wonder if the volume also con¬ 
tains a chapter on Joseph Hrwin, hut of course, we can only 
wonder, sinoe no copy has as yet come to hand. To have 
people from other States writing her for particulars regarding 
the contents of the hook, - already read in those plaoes, - 
naturally makes the Madam hotter and hotter at the old Bayou 
, number, and while I gently'drop on an oaoasional sprinkling 
of oil, in all truth I get the greatest satisfaction out of 
her fury fit the man of had manners. Naturally it would he 
stupid of me to engineer a break with'him, but I most certainly 
will not turn on the sun of cordiality, nor will I in any 
way attempt to abate her wrath. 

It is. pleasant to report that the weather continues to 
hold, and Fair and "ontinued ^arm, is the order of the day for 
local prognostaoators. In consequence of this, the cotton 
continues to"roll, and I learn "ifa a round about way rt 
that Peter aetoyer and hie family are gathering their«crop 
to such an extent that, weather holding, they should be 
finished by the middle of November. So be it. 

Getting stronger slowly, the Madam now is * itching to 
get her foot in the road toward South Louisiana, and 
declares she will not go without me. I have no intention 
of making suoh a trip, and I shall try to s'end her with a 
driver and someone, - although I cannot think of the name of sue 
a lucky pers.on. 

Day before yesterday, she remarked upon the pretty 
ante bellum windows in the Loom house, and said we should 
eventually remove them for Arenbourg, when I get around to 
fixing up that place about the first of the year. ~t the 
same time, she remarked that 1 ought to really take over Dr. 

•lille ‘s cabin or one of .the other houses, so that I could 
keep my capers there and no't be distrubed whenever Lyle comes in 
unexpectedly. It is curious how she honestly favors getting 
Arenbourg fixed up, ana at the sane time never seems to dream 
that once it is fixed, I shall be amending most of my time 
therQ. She refers to the place as Cane River House , and I 
think she is enchanted with the idea, - not entirely"he c own, 
so f r as originality is concerned, - that it will make a lovely 
spot herein a concentration of Cane River trasures may be 
housed. 1 shouldn't mind housing a few of the diaries, papers, 
dooumens, etc., there, It is quite true, tut at the sametime, 

I shall most certainly give an eye to housing myself, too, for 
the greater part of the day, as the transition is gradually 
effeoted during the ensuing months. 

a o things turn in these parts, and I must skip momentarily,. 
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. Ootot.r 20th, 1946. 


” ( i I ■ . ! ' '*• • 

Memroandum to Clipping Service: 

The enclosure from little Miss Rotina is of no especial 
interest, save that it reveals the Cane River article is sailing 
around Shreveport, while I await illustrations from little Miss 
Ramsey to get the thing sutmitt4d for publication* 

• ' . v* ' v U . Id "i? * , ‘ . 

I reckon Mrs. Rand never thought that someone might copy 
the artiole and by re-arranging it a little, submit it for publica¬ 
tion without illustrations. 

' * “c* ' •-* L 

i telephoned «rs. band’s sister, who did the typing, and 
asked her to have lira. Hand return the oopy to her. Mrs. Rand 
will be in a panio when she hears the thing got out of hand in 
Shreveport, and I have a feeling she will be driving up from* 
Alexandria today to express her regrets. 


S3sae Mae is scheduled to arrive sxaeti e today, too, - with 
a view of spending the week end, i su pose. 

Pat oarae home either late last night or very early this 
morning, for 1 found a large stalk of butterfly lilies stuok 
in the handle of my sor en door, when 1 first issued forth 
this morning to toss a bisouit to the oats. I haven't seen 
Pat as yet, tut shallenjoy doing so shortly. I reokon he will 
retu n to Baton Rouge tomorrow. 

Charles Masurette will also oome in this morning from 
New Olreans, and that will be pleasant to hear the late t wrinkle 
from tha plaoe, although on the data covering the riger, perhaps 
I shall be able to tell him as much as he oan tell me* 

The post oard is of no especial Interest, save that it oomes 
from Dr. Miller, and of course really say very little or nothing. 

Mr. Baohelier's letter, likewise, is of little interest, 
exoept that it gives another example of his splendid philosophy, 
and at the same time indicates his ourrent activities. I mu: t 
write him a little note t is morning. For the new house he is 
building in Natohitoohes, he is making use of the lumber in 
an old ante bellum tarn, - or rather a plantation store, 
located on his Little River property. I am sure that building 
contains some exoellent lumber, - and surely it should be well 
seasoned, and I shall ask him to remember Arenbourg in case 
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there are any extra Bills or beams which he will not find need for 
in his Natchitoches- construction* 

I have a slight headaohe this morning, and what "ith 
a floL S Minis' l-pemin* t.l«. th. son tea oroasad th, sky. 

I think I shall fold up, if you will pardon me. 

I was *uite surprised in yesterday’s mail J 6 

enjoy running through them over Sunday. 

There was also a package from Lyle, sending me a pair of 
ll l \ St”t r thll # diS! 4 When*here^ las t?^he*threatened to send^sooe, 

&&anti? . 

arrived. 

I guess I don't know a anything else at the moment so will 
fold temporarily......... 


J 1 *; ^ a 1S 


d (i o:wt 1 


. 'ona. ii o’. 


October 22nd, 1945. 


f . . 1 ■ . 

Memorandum to Clipping Servioej 

* fJ 4 ,. 

Sunday afternoon. Miss Culver, the Madam and I sat in 
the Madam*8 bedroom, ehile Hiss Culver read the Chatelaine 
in Shirtwaste. ohapter from the fourth coming volume of the 
bayou number. It_was bad, if truth and understanding oount 
for anything in works passing themselves off for historic 
documents. 

e **. •• 

The final page in the ohapter may have been oonoerived 
as slap-stiok, and it iB to be hoped that the irener.il 


am BJ.a.p-BT;iQjE, ana iz is to be hoped that the general 
public will read it as such, but it comes so close to 
being-libel that there is but a hAirline between the one 
and the other* 

• • 1 * * 1 < ■ 4 . * , , » t 

The strange thing about the composition is the faot that 
the author mosx obviously wants to stand in with Melrose, 
for he thinks Melrose and the Melrosians important, and 
yet* he has so thoroughly oooked his goose and even Dora 
might be welcomed to serve it up. 

It id astonishing, too, that he failed in hiB historic 
aooount of Melrose so completely* I think you are tjuite 
well versed in k its story, and you will accordingly be 
surprised to hear him say that the Metoycrs lost Melrose 
in 1847, - muoh before the Civil War, whereas one remarkable 
thing about the Metoyers was that they held Melrose right 
down through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Of oourse 
he failed to get the significance of the African House, but 
completely, and failed to sense the faat that it was the 
basio layout on which all the He Brevell'e houses were built. 
He says the houses are of West IridjLan origins, - whatever that 
is. 


.'JY! on ftJUiOr.il 

9ii >0 ill ’ - i\ 


,1 due 


We read one other ohapter, - the Joseph Erwin one* 

The ohapter being with styling the man as "rip-snorting”, 
or some suoh, whereas there is‘ nothing in the world to in¬ 
dicate the man merited such adjectives, and throughout the 
book, hfe refers to Joseph'Erwin as "Joe" It is as 
shook ng as though I had always referred to 3* L. W. Wailes 
as "Ben*" "V ; „ : .♦ . 

• i — 4 * e 

• But of . this, it must be admitted: the author appears to 
know what the ‘public wants to read, and I am sure the book 
will have c onsiderable suooess* I might add that the 
line in the final ohapter on Melrose which is so terribly 
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out of line and spirit of the place ie the remark that 
if a certain writer, - obviously Lyle",- had not produced 
a certain amount of work, the Madam would have grabbed up 
a horsewhip and attaoked him* Now, you know.. 

It was a fairly busy Saturday in these parts* Pat 
came up from L* 3* U* for the week end* Charles Mazurette 
a rived from i*ew Orleans» and was here for dinner* 

In the afternoon, Miss Sarah Jones, of the Library Commission, 
brought her mother to o'all. As they left. Hiss Sally 
He tzog came, and with her her widowed daughter, Mrs. Noe and 
the letters son* The two last named remained for a while and 
then ran over to the priests and then returned here and 
picked up Mies Sally. But before they left, la belle 
Essae Mae arrived for the week end, - so what with Henrys 
running in and out and the usual hubbub of Saturday, we 
had quite busy day* 

I learned two or three things from Essae Mae that 
interested me; - an attempt will be made - to incorporate the 
Library Commission into the State's Constitution, as a part 
of the established order, up to now, it has been dependant 
upon the y arly appropriations of the Legislature, and during 
the Same Jones administration, - and this was a surprise,- 
it oame an inoh withinof extinction* It seems Sam Jones 
deolared he would not sign the appropriation and that the 
Commission oould Just as well be absorbed by L. S. u* Fummnmm. 

I also learned from k 8 sae Mae that she had not 
heard from Caroline Ramsey in several months. She asked 
me if I had heard from her; and'I lied and said that I 
had heard only indirectly, - and that that news was that she 
had undergone a prolonged illness during the summer. 

I gather from this statement that Caroline is hopelessly 
behind in her correspondence and as I believe dhe has a 
few more pictures to make for the Library commission, 

I am going ahead on the assumption that I had better "nail 
Jier paddles to the floor", - if she does pass this way on 
November 16th, - and get the illustrations for the stuff 
we have in mind doing, taken care of then and there before 
letting her get away. 

I had hoped that Lyle and old man bayou would not 
be here at the same timi Miss Ramsey was scheduled to appear. 
At this writing, I feel quite sure that the bayou will 
not be here, since he has seemingly so definite parked him¬ 
self beyond the entrance gate, onoe and for all. 

’ T ( ) * ; .* * , ( 1!', * e * 

• There is to be a book fair in Dallas on Nov. 7,0 and 9th, 
and already the bayou has asked essae mae if he’oan't ride 
over with her. Houghton-IIifflin has akked Lyle to go, - 
I presume because : of hope for publicity on the forth-coming 
"Gumbo-Ya Ya", not the list for release on Nov. l£th* 
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I presume Lyle will not go, as Hiss Culver thinks 
the trip would be quite enervating, and I think it would 
be wiser for him to conserve his energies, - if, indeed, 
he is planning to make a come-back. The faot that he was 
able to tumble out of bed at 4 p.m., on Saturday a week ago, 
when visiting Melrose, leads one to speculate on what hour he 
might arise, - if ever, - should he undertake a trip that 
would be twice as long. 

According to Eassae Mae, as from last Spring, his 
bank balance was between 3 and 4 thousand dollars. With six 
months having elapsed, one wonders how much of that sum 
is left, if his expenditures, as it appears, are about 
on a level with the former years. That oetainly would ~ 
not carry him through a twelth-month, and after that. Heaven 
only knows. People seem to think he would refuse to aooept 
poverty with grace, and in the event he should find hiruself 
w thout funds, he might, according to the speculations of the 
Madam, attempt to end his financial troubles, abruptly by 
suicide. But those are merely 8peculations, of course, 

-nd a hundred things might turn to put things to rights before 
such a oalamity should impend. 

By some miraole, I got around to hear Invitation to 
Learning all by myself, - and I liked it, - John Simons' 
volume on the Renaissance. I have never read the book, but 
the discussion made me w nt to read it sometime. If you, too, 
were able to listen without too much excitement going on around 
you, I am quite sure you were made Joyful within at the 
display of exquisite oourtesy on the part of the three gentlemen 
constituting the set-up. Somehow their learning, the 
consider tion for eath other's view points and their ability 
to stiok to their own oonviotions without ruffling up eaoh 
other's hair was illustrative of as high a point in oontempoary 
human relations as we are likely to run across in many a day. 

I envisioned all three of them, as eventaully graoing the 
terraoe at Arenbourg and making intellectual and social 
life the sweeter by their presence 

Outside there is a cold drizzling rain, and although it 
i already 7 a.m., the heavy clouds tend to hold back the dawn, 
within it is bright and oheery enough, with a good fire 
oraokling on the ■ hearth, and Little king and Peter have 
dropped by, the former Just having bought hi self a fine 
pair of rubber boots, which he will try on, as soon as 
he and Peter have warmed their toes, and then they wil? start 
out to gather peoanes which last night high wind blew down. 

The cotton will not be pioked today, what with all the dampness, 
but the crop will be finished soon, nr the oows will be 
turned into the fields to fatten on the cotton seed, - and 
the Peter iletyoers will move to a new home....... 
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Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

Your perfectly splendid letter to hand, *and there are 
so many points I would touch upon, I know not wher to begin* 

I am so glad to hare a detailed aooount of the 
Brooklyn Museum "Life on the Mississippi” show* It 
sounded so good, and the enumeration of some of thi titles 
gave me a little mental tour all by myself as I recalled Buop 
items as the Sight Soene on the Bayou, the Queen of the ^est, 
etc. And speaking of the latter item, it recalled to mind 
the most hilarious title of the boats of that era: - 
"The Belle of the Bends". 1 

I am glad, too, that you mentioned the later print, done 
in the 1870* s,* of DeSoto Discovering the Mississippi". 

I heard a most interesting aooount of that remarkable exp_ora- 
tion the other day, where in it said his wife accompanied him 
across the Atlantic, remaining in Cuba when he set out _or his 
sear oh for gold on the main land* TChat Cuba was like for any 
Spanish lady in the late 1530’s is difficult to conceive, that 
America could have been like for Desoto himself, is equally 
difficult to picture. I know some o? the oountry is explored, 
and even today, it would be rather heroio for a group of men 
to undertake, even though the wild animal and Indian^hazards 
are no more * ' . 

It seems that some historians have stressed Desoto’s 
oruelty, but this aooount pointed out that today's reader 
of DeSotao’s travels must bear in mind that his Journey took 
him through lands where the Indian was likely to be even 
more oruel than the Spaniard, and accordingly it was almost 
imperative, *f he Were to survive, to make himself even more 
accomplished in the Art of striking fe r into the human heart 
if he were ever to get anywhere. Well, he got quite a 
ways, and I never did learn what happened to his-poor wife, 
sitting off yonder in Cuba awaiting his return. 

A two pour oorridor of time intervenes between the • 
above paragraph'and this. Brother ^J» C» Hunter) 

• arried at 6:46 for his day’.s learning and we have 

covered practically everything from oats, - through the 
alphabet, - to kangaroos, - the latter being l’ii« 
unknown to Brother heretofore, and fascinating him. 


















From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS, flM-3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 

PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 


f 


The Tilloah-Egon episode ie really something. Surely 
it soaroely seems as though he oould have forgotten the 
whole business, especially as the matter concerned one 
whom he had known so Jbong and one to whom a Jot was so 
Justly deserved. Your suspicion that a Jot for his own off¬ 
spring may have accounted for the "forgetfulness" protatly 
hits the nail slap on the head. But thank Heaven Ego was 
encountered, ty some kindly Pate, and I do hope cir¬ 
cumstances of one sort or another may permit a personal 
oontaot shortly. 

‘ . • * %J ' V 

• . ’ t , T '■ 1 

In my opinion, it would te perfectly alright, - on 
contacting Egon,- to include everyone in the matter of 
souvenirs of the old days. So far as I am concerned, 

I would trust Egon utterly in matters of confidence. 

•e t 

> If I may make a suggestion, I would say that if you 
do not oar to indioate a direct oontaot with former associates, 
it might easily te pointed out that in the U. Y. P. Library or 
in a took shop or perhaps even in the street, you encountered 
a friend who had many particulars to tell of things that 
h w3transpired in the land of ootton. I so muoh esteem so 
many of Egon's splendid qualities that I should always like to 
feel that eventu lly a contact may te established and that 
he might eventually, when things are more satisfaootirly 
established, take time out to pass this way, to drink in the 
country, which I feel oertain he would like, and to share 
thoughts and enthusiasms, different from ours, possibly, tut 
nevertheless never at varianoe with them, even though 
different There are so many grand people in this world 
if one only has the good Fortune to oontaot them. Egon, 

I think, is one of these, and since olroumstarices never 
enable us to establish too many suoh contacts, we would 
do well to include him in the list of those among those who 
will one day stand for Arenbourg, when Arenbourg beoomes a 
syiabol of the type of-people who are beacon lights in our 
variety of civilisation. 

I forgot to mention in yesterday’s letter that 
Mis8 Culver told me Hr. Kane is writing a novel. I know not 
if it is a c jntemporary subject or an historic one, but I 
shudder at the thought of wha.t might happen in the latter 
eventuality. 

In regard to Plantation Parade, we have decided to 
say, in response to immediate inquiries, that we have not 
as yet received our.copy, paid for ^n August, from nr* Kane. 
After the first wave of pangyrios, following its first reviews, 

I may take occasion^ as a resident of Melrose, to do some 
"Second Thoughts on First Readings", in the form of an 
article fQr the Times-Pioayune, etc.’, and possibly I shall 
do a book review or two in oertain seotions of the State, 
wherein I shall discuss the latest opus to slight advantage to 
its author. More on this point shortly........ 
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Oototer 2^th, 1946. 


« 

Memorandum to Clipping Service: , - 

• 

I had an enclosure to send you but I seem to have 
misplaced it. It was a letter in yesterday's post from 
Miss Robina, saying that Ilr. Kane had sent*a volume 
of his new book to one of his friends in Shreveport. 

That isn't important, save that it shows that he is 
able to forward this item to some people, even though 
. none has come through to Melrose a-s yet, in spite of 
the August check sent him for the volume, - a oheok 
which he acoepted. 

i 

I should have an enclosure to send from Bora, too, 
but yesterday's peoane uotivitieB kept Hr. Brew from 
getting to me, and so I shall have to-hold yesterday 
incoming mail until later this morning, - after the 
postman has departed. 

I missed the Preiident's speeoh on military train¬ 
ing yesterday noon, but oaught up with it last night 
when my favorite station, WHO, ^es Moines, re-broadoast it. 

i < • f * ** ' 

I thought it a good speeoh, even though I am not 
sure that I concur with,his proposal to maintain a 
small armed foroe and a large trained reserve, made up 
from the ranks of those over 18 who have had a year's 
/training. I think I have expressed myself before on 
universal military training. I believe that it would 
be better to train, say, 160 youths from each county 
in the united states in the meohanios of modern 
scientific warfare, and not clutter up a million 
parade grounds with millions of youths doing squads right 
and all that sort of thing. As there are 3,000 counties in 
the United States, 160 times -5,000 would present quite 
an imposing array in oase of hostilities, while not 
a comparatively small regular armed foroe be paintained but 
rather a fairly large one. I believed in a trained army 
and navy, and .the money used to train every youth of 
18 , regardless of their fitness for suoh training, 
oould.muoh better be used for the maintainanoe of the 
army and devote the balance of military energies to the 
training of experts in the youthful groups, as mentioned 
, in the 160 be ngs seleoted from each of the nation's oounties. 
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I may or may not have mentioned b one thing Dan told 
me of a youthful Ph. D., inducted in the arm, and put 
through the usual training. Dan said the youth was really 
very smart, tut totally unsuited for the useless marching 
up and down that seems to te the lot of all soldiers in 
camp life. Dan said it was toth pitiful and hilarious 
to see the poor Ph. D., everytirae the commanding offioer 
shouted: "About Face”, - for although simple enough as 
a military taotio, the poor fellow would invariably fall 
T 'lat on his face, never seeming to te able to execute 
such an order although undoubtedly possessed of mental 
equipetaent that would have out-shone his commanding officers 
a million times in any other manifestation of mental agility. 

I menat to mention in yesterday's letter that Essae 
Mae read me a very amusing story in a collection by 
William Marsh, - the volume entitled "Trial Balanoe". 

The short, story referred to in that collection is 
entitled "Monument (or Memorial}- to the Slain". 

It is exceptionally well written, and is a marvelous satire 
on the activities of the Tice Squads that are forever 
Appearing like ticks on the body politio. Sone ancient Greek 
or some such, onoe said that a ceraftain a number of fleas 
on a dog was good, since it kept him more or less occupied 
at otherwise dull moments. Perhaps the same could be 
said for the presence of Woman's Temperanoe Unions, 

Purity Leagues for literature, eto., but Prohibition 
proved, of course, that horrors,of what happens when 
such„thLngs get out of harjd, and while tis short story 
deals with a most minor matter, it is so splendidly written 
and such excellent satire against such business that 
I recommend it most highly, should you ohanoe to run 
aoross it. 

When Dr. Knipmayer comes by tomorrow -about 11, 

I think I shall accompany him down to Magnolia for lunch 
with Hiss Sally. Up to noxy, I haven't heard from her 
in reference to the 24 Mile Ferry Billiard Table, and 
bearding her in her den will afford me an opportunity 
to push her a little bit. 

This afternoon,, t or possibly Friday, I am thinking 
of making a round to Madame Aubin's house, - a pioture 
of which I’ think you h ve seen from the Ramsey oolleotion. 

I don't know who owns the. plaoe, tut I am sure the 
Henrys own an undivided three-firths, or some suoh con¬ 
fusing percentage, - and they may own all of it. 

In the house still remains a hand made armoir, - a very 
simple, plain one, tut very nice and doubly interesting 
sinoe it, is a Cane River antique, having teen made by a 
slave in ante tellum times. The Madam wants to get it, 
with a view of giv ng it to me, - for Hme. Autin gave it 
to her before her death, and I must say it would te 




toth practical and fitting forArentourg. Accordingly 1 + the 

? r J 3z l es ^ the °0tt5n fields are afloat 

U ha }} ?ugabou and Same Peace and slide up to 

the old deserted house and load in the armoir. The old 
house, about to fall down, also has some plain old 
hardware, - tig hinges, looks, eto., which I shall 
also include in the haul, if they are still there. 

It seems to me there ar a couple of nioe doors, too, and 
f.jhall tajce them, too, if possible. It is oriminel to 
lUt these things, in a way, tut in another, it seems even 
more so when one realizes that the old house is headed 
toward collapse and unless these precious mementoes of 
ante tellum days are saved now, they will eventuall end 
up in bonfires and the Junkman's cauldron. 

With the Henrys having control of the property it 
see ;s so strange that Paynie should not have resoued the 
old house and fixed himself up a perfectly el gant oountry 
pl^oe, for he is rich and he and his wife, Franoes, have 7 
Just spent thousands of dollars to fix up a most non¬ 
descript matter of fact house in Natchitoohes. 

Both of them, however, lack the mellowness to make 
such a place as Hme. Putin's harmonious, but they mi^ht 
eventuaHy grow up to the house, and in saving the plaoe 
something marvelously charming from the past would have ’ 
been preserved for posterity, - but of oourse the five oent 
cigar doesn't know the meaning of such expressions. 

Bu enough on that soore, and I s all save what I 
can for Areribourg, on the ass anption that the other 

, te aloud to crash. If my sone miraole 

wi ,hin the next six months, so e thought should be rtven 
to saving it, I shall give back whatever hardware I find 
keeping only the armoir, but if the thing does oollapse. 
then we shall at least hEve the satisfaction of having 
resoued something. • 

Revolution in Cotton has Just o me to hand and I 
am so anxious to get to reading on it. It was oharaoteristioal 
lly thoughtful of you to forward this item, and I shall like 
it doubly for your presenot in spirit. 



f 
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October 26th, 1946 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

• May I cngratulate you on your remarkable findings 
in the Geodetio Department*• - -o 

* 

It goes without saying that I was .oaapletely enafranted to 
learn 0 * your discovery of all these delightful items* 

I s udder only as I think of how much at varianoe they raus, 
te with the curious sketches I used to make to aoiiuain- 
you with the neighborhoods covered by these valuable items. . 

You mention that you do not find 24 Mile Terry. It would 
not te on the Map*, It is on the West side of Cane MVer, 
perhaps five miles telow Cane River tridge, and Just about 
at the North point of the Magnolia line-. That would make 
it atout 24 miles telow Katohitoohes, - ty the raeanderings o_. the 
-river, not in a straight line. It would appear that it 
.was never more .than a stopping point on the road to. 
from Natchitoches, and as I understand it, the place where the 
old Trace swerved off to the West toward San Antonio Jand 
' Mexioo City* I reckon in its palmiest days, - say the 1840 s 
it never represented much moe in outlay than a tavern, perhap 
a general store, and probably a house or two. 

Ihu General Santa. - the Unionist, narehed BoathMrd from 
’ Grand Score and Natchitoches to Alexandria, he followed Cane 
River, at least for the first 40 miles. From what I oan 
discover, the main tody of his troupe droops?) took the 
road on the West Bankk of Cane River as far as 24 Mile - 8rr 7» 
it orossed to the Hast bank. . Lots of Prudhomme mansions were 
turned on the lest tank, between Bermuda and Natiohtoohes, 
although some on the Hast tank were also set ablaze. 1 
sure, however, that at. least a section of the Army passed along 
the East tank, passed Arentourg, - the present terrace is .he 
former oite of the original river road, for old slaves 
recall that the soldiers passed ty Melrose about noon. 

But today nothing remains at 24Mile ..Terry tut the old 
store, - with, the billiard table on the gallery, exposed t 
the weather. There is no more Terry, of course because 
the new Louisiana Purohase Road on the 3ast tank o^ ^ane • 

River crossing from the West ,to the East, going 8 utfr, a 
Bermuda precludes any necessity for a ferry* And o. conse 
the old'llatohez-San Antonio-Uemioo City Trail ha* teen supplan, 
by modern cement roads thut pass miles from this point J t 
Cane River. The mulatto family. - Dupree, formerly «^wned what 
was called 24 Mile Terry, tut I. think Hyman Cohen of .^ke ie 
- plantation, now 0 ontrola: this property.- 


where 
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Prom the oru.de sketches I have tent from ti e to tine, 

I feel certain that you nay te able to locate Arentourg without 
difficulty. If labeled on the map, it will he sandwiched in between 
Alfred LLorenz ,and. Alphonse Metyoer, and may tear the name of 
Agnes lletoyer or Dan Henry. It is a curious thing that Agnes 
tletoyer's name appears as the last lletoyer owner, before it passed 
to th Henrys just a few years ago, for another Agnes lletoyer, 
wife of Grandpere, - he also had a daughter by the sane name,- 
has teen associated with the property sinoe oolonial times. 

Certain abstracts refer to Agnes lle.toyer as being a free woman of 
color, and therefore entitled to an unusual status, as guaranteed 
by the Treaty of Paris, oovering all people of color, enjoying 
freedom prior to 1775.. I understand none of these refer nee, 
for the '"reaty of Paris, signed at Versailles by Banjamin Pranklin 
and others in 1783, is a dooument whioh brought the United States 
into being , tut for s-xie strange reason, I never have seen a 
copy of that famous dooument, although I have often visited the 
loom in tlve Hotel des Affairs Rtrangeres, on the opposite side 
of the street from the Palace of Versailles,, to the left, a‘8 one 
enters the Court yaurd of the Palace, * about opposite the 
Gallerie des -3atallies. f . Mfonga?! ^*• i * 

lilt f j Jioru' t i 

Now if the above parqgr&ph isn’t a round about business;,: - 
from Agenes lletoyer of Arentourg to Versailles, then ! give up. 


It goes without saying that I shall be delighted' to see 
the maps, but the .complete enohantment wiibl come only when we 
are able, to spread them out .on the tig billiard table at 
Arentourg and examine them together* I have thought that 
eventually, should there te a fitting place for suoh a buiness, 
we might have one wall, somewhere at -Ar.entourg, whereon would 
te sketched the general course of the river, say from Natohitoohes 
to Magnolia, with sketches of the houses at their property 
points, indicating the vanished mansions in one color, and the 
existing ones in another, -t Surely these maps would help a lot 
in doing this, aside from the constant references we shall want to 
...Hk^ to them "or other data. , : r < . 


Once I saw a map of the Iiatohez District, belonging .to an 
oil man, and from your descr-ip.tion, it must have, been the parent 
of the present ones*T^his waB in 1941, and the nap was 
valued a.t $210.00. Isn't it good that the Goernement got in 
behind this business and by cutting oots brought it nearer the 
r aoh of people who would find suoh a charge prohibitive? 

I never knew there was suoh a map of this region, however, and 
I assumed that the Natohe.z Distriot one was stirred up for the 
Miss. River Commission, for use in making surveys of water con¬ 
trol, drainage, erosion studies, eto. At that tine, I saw 
less than I do now, and I am sure that with the aid of, my 
reading glass, 1 shall readily mak-e out all the points of in¬ 
terest* 

c l> - . ■■ » k ' 

Beoaiise of the enclosures, I shal-1 confine myself to this 
page, tut should love to+ga on endlessly. Again my .congratulations.. 
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October 27th, 1946. 


U.morandmn to 01 lppln( , SerTl09 . 

To paraphrase Marlowe's "Jew of Malta": -So ninny treasures 
in one little maill 

Yesterday, what with a couple of additional and unexpected 
pupils arriving at 7 a.'m., I failed to get out any mail, but 
the never failing postman and hie polecat was doubly generous, and 
from this week end on out, - tpanks to him and to you, - I 
have no dearth of happiness and oom rnionship. 

i need not say how much the portraits mean to me, for well 
do you know how much it means to have a likeness to turn to 
when a moment of leisure comes to hand, and one to glanoe at 
even in the midst of uninterrupted tasks that unroll along a key¬ 
board. 

I think both portraits mean as muoh to me as they could to anyone. 
The one in whioh a single figure appears is of course very exclusively 
all mine, not only for the excellence of the portrait but for its 
background. "One Alone", and yet a whole world and the endlessness 
of Time seems inherent in it. Obviously executed in the hills, 
there is a quality about it that is as complete and as all- 
embracing as one that will eventually be taken in the Delta, where 
the gre t arch of sky over the flat lands somehow produces the 
same eternity of things that are good as does everything in this 
picture which will always mean so much to me* 

In the absence of my reader yesterday, l have not as yet 
read the notations on the reverse of these two items, tut even 
without reading th t, I readily recognize the four beings in 
the other picture, and I am enejianted to have present an not only 
the paramount personality tut also those who are such a good part 
of the happiness that radiates from it* The presences of the 
pet in the foreground is somehow a counter part of grandpa doing 
his disappearing act in the ppoto taken here by Miss Ramsey. But 
there is a other feature in tha t photograph which is an especially 
preoious souvenir to me, - the co^t, and especially the fur pieoe, 
which was always pretty nice before but which somehow tedame 
more than lovely one even ng about 6 years ago, when I came quite 
close to it on the lower level of Pennsylvania Station. As I 
sped across the Jerseys through that night, I constantly found my 
self humming instinctively a little tune from a musioal oomedy 
I had seen in Paris a few years before; "Ca, o'est une chose 
qu'on pert pas outlier." Thanks a million for these lovely 
souvenirs. I shall treasure them always. 
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The postman brought me a letter, too, which I snail 
read within the hour, tut shall not have an opportunity to 
refer to in this note, tut I shall mention the receipt of the 
maps whioh are perfectly elegant, for they oqme to hand in the 

earn mail* * ’ • 

X am so glad you have these, too, for we may readily touoh 
upon geographical situations at will, vi th the understanding th-t 
eaoh of us will have a clear understanding of where we are talking 

at out • 

that the map clearly indicates that 

and that one can so easily 
general speaking Cane Fiver flowB in 
^est to South East, at Arentourg, 
it actually flows from the Worth East 
think that point is quite important, 

‘ the day, and thanks to 
~- f drink in the 
lights on the river's 

_ * j that 

shall sup in the open and lounge 
s i-nto dark. Often shall we see 
dipping gradually into the western 
hile in the surface of the river, 

a million 


I was glad to notice 
section of the river going ty Arentourg 
determine how it is that while 
a direction from worth Xacsix 
thanks to its me -nderings, 
toward the South nest* I 
for sun down is the pleasantest time of 
the direction of the river •at this point, one may 
teauties of reflection and constantly changing . _ 
surface at the greatest advantage from the terrace dur ng 
part of the day, when often we c 
on the gallery as twilight fuses i-nto dark, 
the liquid tow of the new moon dipping grad 
sky and caught and held for a while in the 
ter te succeeded ty a deeper carpet of tlue, 
stars* 

And speaking of stars, I headed out last evening after dajSk 
to call on olemenoe* I hrd sent the pieoes, included in uhipmen, 
wo. 3, when Mary Frances came ty with Brother the o^her morning* 
Clemenoe, first off, asked me to say to you how muoh these pieoes 
had meant to her* She pointed with pride to the new eye-lit cur¬ 
tains in the middle room of her oat in, and I must say they 
did ,:ive a decided homey atmosphere to an otherwise somewhat tarren 
room. Clemenoe has always liked curtains, and I remember some 
years tack, after having given Miss Kotina a goose, already 
prepared for putting in the oven, she said, in response to an 
inquiry of what kind of present she would like, that nothing 
would please her so much as some curtains. Miss notina- sent 
some material which, teoause of certain exegneies had tote 
converted into clothing, tut now. thanks to you Clemenoe has 
and is as happy as a clam at out the whole t lng* 
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I still have quite a few treasures from this splendid collection, 
and this week end I expect to pass along further gladness whioh you 
have supplied these kindly £ut straightened people* 

, -)' I A . ’ • , .■ 'S)' ‘ s I . • ♦ * 

I 1 »rned that Fugatou's mama, - and Mr. Brew's grandma, who 
brought him up, was planning to go up to Bermuda to visit her 
daughter there, and knowing that any lady in these parts Just 
adores pink slips, I did it up in a psecifil package, along with 
some raedecine that replaces the ooffee stimulant she cannot take, 
and et the whole business along ty Hr. Brew the other evening. I 
shall see that lady today before she heads, out for Bermuda, and 
I know there will te Bhowersof blessings upon your head, thanks to 
the gi t* I always remember what ^lenience said when she received 
a slip ever so many months tao:-"iiow there ain't no reason why I 
can't go a-visitin' my sister off yonder in Beaumont, what with 
this fine under thing*" 

T > 4 . • • 't ^ ■ *:?_ . ’ • v ' 

• , • • « J .*•«*> : : . i - ‘ 

As Misa Sally failed to mention anything about seeing 
the owner of the billiard table, when I was at Magnolia on 
Thursday, I conolude my request merely x puzzled her* She is 
a very gracious lady, as kindly a person as one oould imagine and 
a most generous hostess, tut I think my request that she speak to 
the owner of the table in ray behalf put her in as muoh of a 
quandary as a similar request might put, - let me see, - oh, yeB, might 
put Miss Burrow, - the lady who used to do things on the seoond floor 
of 46th Street. 

Vaguely, Miss Sallv somehow mentioned her puzzlement to 
Celeste yesterday, and Oeleste in turn mentioned it to me, offering 
to contaot the owner in my behalf, as she 1 b acquainted with the 
family. Aooordingly, I gave her the go-ahead signal, sol reokon we 
are eventually in line to lay out hand on the thing, as a rarity and 
a praoticle tit of furniture for Arentourg* 

(quite unexpectedly, Charles Mazurette came up from Littl* 

River yesterday morning, and after dinner, took off for Natohitoohes, 
when he will go to Kew Orleans today, to remain about two weeks* 

He had little news, tut it was pleasant to oorapare notes with him 
on the ootton, peoane and cane situstion in his area. 

Billie Hinton, the clerk, - his wife being away, - also oame 
to inner. Billy told me that a man passes ty Melrose every once in 
a while, repairing odds and ends, and mostly putting in torken 
window panes, eto* Billy showed him the large door from the Jean 
Baptiste house, from which perhaps 20 of the 36 panes are missing. 

The man gave him quite a reasonable price for putting those panes 
taok in plaoe, and so I asked that on his next round he te instructed 
to oarry out the work. In the m an time, fl illy has aksed if he himself 
might put the door taok in order, - re-finishing it, and of course 
that delighted me, as i>illy is an artist with finish ng t ols. 
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Col lection, 
TO 


F»I * ( I. 

The three of as dined alone, aa the Madam did not cone 
down to dinner. I think she nay have taken oodine during the 
night, as she fussed a great deal at Aurelia during the norning, and 
in her conversation* jumped helter-skelter, from one subject to another 
and so rapidly, that thingB did not seem in perfeot balance. By 
supper tijne, however, everything -s emed to he functioning normally, 
and all was in the test of all kinds of worlds. 

Of other little details, I have none at the moment, save that 
we are scheduled to have additonal sprayers, - huge naohines, to 
use on the peoane trees next spring, and we are also acquiring 
a cotton picker, it is said. How there is a revol ition landing 
slap in our midst, and we shall speculate on what that means 
shortly. 

Must gallop now. Thanks again and aga n for all the ' 
happiness you have bestowed upon us during this >eek end, and for 
the portraits whioh will carry us over all the days ahead. 

.'' . * * ' «Ig • • k vt • ~ • 

• *"C' 1 \ -1 e 

" ^ ■ ir - • • 1 ' 


t 
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October 28th, 1945. 


Memorandum to ClJLppin Servioe: 

. Sunday is well under way, with Invitation to Learning Just 
finished and dinner Just in the offing. I telieve the hour's 
difference in timing brings you Invitation a'little closer 
to the last cup of Sunday morning breakfast ooffee, while it 
falls nearer the soup oourse in these parts. 

I liked today 'b discussion of Xenflphon's opus, along with 
its parallels as between the absenoe of political mindedness as 
is apparent both today and 2,300 years ago* I think I wouldn't 
care to read the book in question, however, what with a lot of 
other things that I should like to read more* 

There was an obituary in yesterday's Tensas (La.) Gazette, 
which interested me much, - that of Benjamin Farrar Young, of 
Saint Joseph, Louisiana, - opposite Rodney, Miss. 

Mr. Young was possessed qf a treasure house of Natohez documents, 
old diaries, newspapers, plantation acoount books, eto. 

Wehn laying out the oampaign for the Arohives Department for 
the Louisiana Library Commission, I secretly had the aoquisiton 
of this collection in mind’as one of the most notable aooumlations 
to be found outside Laurel Hill* And Mr* Young's papers hed a 
decided bearing on the Laurel Hill neighborhood, - and one time owners. 

I diouM like to sketch the geneology briefly. The Ellis 
girls of the seoond oreek neighborhood married well* One 
married Benjamin Farrar, their ohild being Mrs. Mercer of Laurel Hill. 
Anotheufl these Ellis girls married George Rapal’ha (pronounced 
Rapalee), - her name was Jane And she owned Beauz Prex Plantation 
adjoining Laurel Hill and she built the Mercer House on Qourt House 
Square in Natohez* A third Ellis girl married a llr. Young* 

When Aunt Jane Rajaplja died, she left.the town house to 
her nieoe, Mrs. Meroer; some other property to "Cousin" Eliza 
Young (confident of Dr. Mercer), and Beaux Pres Plantation 
to Cousin Eliz's brother, Benjamin Farrar Young* 

The Beaux Pres gardens were wonderful, - although devastated 
today, one oan still find traoes of the great boxwood labyrinths, eto. 
The library was imposing, too, especially in private documents and 
bound newspapers of earliest times. On Mr. Young's death , Beaux 
Pres passed to his son, Benjamin Ferrar Young, a youth who had been 
eduoated at Harvard and very cultivated, but exoentrio. 
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in the mid 1880's, it was this younger Hr. Young who used to 
dress himself faultlessly in white linen suit, hut without 
or stockings and a *hat, would order a flat top wagon to his - ron j' 
gate. A orinson plus rooming ohair of imposing proportions, would 
be plaoed on the flat top of the wagon, and there Mr. Young wou_d seat 
himself, hea ng out the 16 mile trip to Hatchez. the wagon drawn 
ty white oxen, driven ty a negro walking along side. - he t 

from Beaux Pres to Hatohez were oorriddrs of blossoming greenery* tut 
where ever a pool of sunshine broke through the oanopy of trees, 

‘hat place was antioip ted ty a oolored toy, stand tag behind It. 

Young's rook ng ohair, and the servant woiild elevate a huge um- 
terella, to ward off the sun. 

Although exquisite; as well as ourlous. Hr. Young never did 
marry, although he was well taken care of ty his xaithxu 
servants, one of 'Whom, - the butler, always at nigh_all, . ^ 

locked the great iron gates of Beau Pres, and presentee .he key 
to his master with a solemn tow, saying: "*11 is in order. 

It was just a detail that during the years, the fences to either 
side of the great gates had completely disappeared a.ter sges 
of negleot. But the gates were locked regardless. 

On Mr. Young's death the family Bible•went to a nieoe. It 
remained on her entrance-hall table for years, and people thumbed 
through it at random, - people who might be awaiting the appearance 
. of Mrs. Young when they called on her* Years after, llrs ^ ^ ol * n S 
herself told’me, she discovered that in the .Bible where «the family 
data covering births, marriages and deaths were recorded, she 
discovered to her obnsternation one day, that her uncle had 
neatly recorded a great number of births, - his mulato children, along 
with or following the 1 lists of distinguished ancestors, who had teen 
therein recorded down th ough the years. in her embarrassment, 

Mrs* Young had snipped out these names witl her embroidery cissors. 

I told her I oould slap her down for that. 

* . . N - 

How this family Bible was the only thing she received from 

• Beaux Pres's library,* but all the vast assortment of valuable 
documents went to a nephew, Benjamin Ferrar Young, whose dea ,h 
appears in this week's Tensas Gazette. All the papers were intact 
in his St* Joseph, La., home, and by now, I suppose, they have 

gone the *same way, - or at least by fire, - in a great big o. ean-up, 

OA they will go shortly, - and I regret that I am not in .he neighb r- 

hood to attempt a resoue. • , 

of tjv. ■. - ;U - " • v.. 

With the disappearance, I'm afraid the destruction, - of 
this preoious ran ter i*al, goes one of three intregal collections 
on which a true picture of the life and times of Adams bounty at 
his most oolorful era (Interruption) rests* For aside from this 

* Young collection is the vast Laurel Hill treasure,- and the 

13 tin boxes at Hiss Louise Butler's The Oottage. Hiss Louise’s 
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Oototer 30th, 1146* 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: . 

Timehas ganged up against correspondence this morning, 
what with my early morning scholar arriving before good day- 
break, and a hundred little interruptions following our school 
session. ' . ? - c. . • • , 

I £o want to get off Just a line, however, and enclose the 
letters from Dora and Caroline Dormon* Heith r are of any 
especial interest, and yet they both, are little segemtns in tae 
pattern that goes in to keep their portraits the; clearer. 

Caroline's reference to the migration of the wild geese 
seems especially good, I think. I must say the word "clang is 
quite apt in describing the sound that sifted in through the 
moonbeams on several nights last week when great armies ox 
our feathered friends were pass ng over this Cane River oountry. 

I oan't recall if it-is their custom to travel by moonlight 
exclusively or not. I must leave one ear functioning this week 
Just to see if additional companies of them honk out their au 
revoirs in the dark, or if, they wait until daylight to ..ravel, shou_d 
the moon remain down. 

Three great "V"s parsed over the other morning about 
an houi aft<^r daylight, flying so low that one could see them 
easily enough. I must find out where their hopping plaoes are 
looated and if they journey from point to point as regularly 
shoeduled stopping plaoes, or if the orcurastanoes o weather 
and moonlight alter their places for pausing, - or if it is merely 
a hit and miss affair, which I doubt. 

I know not the average mileage for their scheduled flights, 
tut assume them to be perhaps several hundred miles. 
humming birds, of course, on heading South from the Louisiana 
Gulf shore, must of necessity, make a 600 mile hop without resting. 
But how the geese do, I have no idea. I hf ve an idea they might 
1 ist Arkansas as one of their feeding and resting places, prior 
to their Jaunt over the Gulf to Gblumbia and Yenzuela, tut 
I am in total ignorance of precise details. Of one thing I aiJ 
certain, I am Relighted they fly over Cane River on H 
Horth and South, for it will always be pleasant on the terraoe at 
Arentourg to hear them honking in the twilight and the dawn* 


I 
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Lora's observ tlons on what happen«d in Fort Worth is |iite 
interesting* I reckon the congealing of raoial consciousness in 
that quarter must have intensified because of the latest doings 
in the Washington doings not long ago. 

I have written Lora, suggesting that through Hiss Ramsey's 
friend on the Fort Worth paper, we might find another agency in 
that town to sponsor a show, and if so, it might offer the reporter 
on the local paper to do quite a round about the reactionary attitude 
of looal stuffed shirts, regardless of the klopping the Wahsington 
L. A* R.s got in consequence of their second go-round at stupidity. 

I learn from the Madam that la Grignan has forwarded you some 
peoanes. Where that one will bust out next, no one can guess. 

Today she and'her hiiaband are in Shreveport, signing papers to 
purchase a residence in that plaoe. 46 days, it is said, will see 
them take over the property, for which they ar paying $13,000.00, 
it is said. And so, I guess, by the middle of Leoember, we should 
have seen the last of them, save on rarer visits, what with their 
new location some hundred miles from here. It certainly will be 
nioe if they eventually discover that China has need of their 
servioes. 

6) < r 2 ' fv l <•»; f w , itC ?"* . <v l « *\ J + r,‘t t, *y ■ f- w, v v *«;«..< ? Ff, ■» 

It is pleasant to report that the Mada'ra continues in quite 
a pleasant frame of mind and that she gets down stairs at least 
once a day. She c ntlnues to manifest general interest in 
my plans for planting, etc., at Arenbourg, when that comes to 
hand, and while Bhe will scarcely be abl to ever get there, save 
for a single visit, perhaps, in a oar, to give it a onde over, still 
it is pleasant to know that she gets so much pleasure out of think ng 
about it. I am frankly amazed that la Grignan never has heard about 
the plaoe, - nd now that she is moving away, it will‘ evaporate 
completely from her sphere of interest. 

My agents report that the owner of the billiard table is 
looking w th favor upon the transfer of that item to me, although 
inquiry as to its final disposition has to be made from its owner, 
the mulatto Lupree, currently in California. I -oan wait, but ft 
will be nice to have it rounded up. 

J nc/Jh'w inr. ft .(tit. bti • c 

Grandpere’s granddaughter, Flavite, who attends the priests as 
housekeeper, has been approached as to what final disposition she - 
will make of her portrait of her kinsman. FrancoiB Gassion Hetoyer, which 
would eventually look ever so nice at Arenbourgfc.' As I understand it, 
the ex-Fresident of Luqueane is also casting eyes of yearing in the 
same direction as I am, - but I know no - ^ with how much enthusiasm. 

I shall ooutinue to push ray case gently, and there is always a 
pos itility that my'opponent will have disassociated himself from 
Cane River before final disposition is made, in which case my ohanoes 
woul'l be the tetter for adding this item to our oolleotion* 

Must skitf for now. 



1448 






in the Southern Historical Collection, 
REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
:E PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1449 



October 31st, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service; 

Twenty five times a million wouldn't half express 
±hBX 3 i figure which I would need to express my appreciation 
for all the nice things that came to hand in today’s report. 


Of all, there were so many points, - I know not where to 
begin, but I shall Just remark that Arenbourg was a little 
closer because of ij# all and another section of tin roo_ and another 
line of fence is the more sturdy, and as the final bfllfes of cotton 
roll out, I find myself rolling up my sleeves the higher, 
digging a little g deeper around certain gardenias and sweet 
olives, designed for transplanting, and Tomorrow seems the happier 
beoause of another paving b.look thus Added to the grand highway 
leaiding, to home. *. ' . ■ . 

And next I shall speak of the pleasure I have in picturing 
your new deoors, and it all sounds so delightful and I 
know the library, living room and bedroom are going to make up 
a perfectly delicious ensemble, and as.I reach out my hand to 
adjust my radio, 1 shall be thinking of .another engaged in the 
same enterprise. If s all pretty nioe. 

And thanks for tellirig me of Ego and all. I am g'ad you 
feel as I do about the trust in which one may repose to his wisdom 
and good will. At the same moment, however, I hasten to suggest 
that the stalling off of Madine,. it would seem to ne, would be 
most adviseable I was surprised and disappointed a few years 
ago when she went haywire and wrote a letter d.enounoing Itose 
who were happier than fehe was at the time, and surely she ruiet 
have been sorely tried. Perhaps it was merely a case of 
nerves, perhaps it was the natural reaction to a pent up 
resentment of those who somehow oontrived to find some happiness, 
in spite of so many things s'taoked against then at the time. 
Whatever it was'*. the letter did he* no oredit, while it 
harmed no one. Perhaps a week later, from an eavelope, cancelled 
in Los Angeles, came a sheet of paper bearing nothing more than 
a poem, it seems to ne, by Louis Untermeyer, saying { somethihg 
about "you oan keep your proud azelias, you of the ^outh, 

I shall always trasure my noble northern pines", - or some suoh, 
and the envelope was addressed to the Madam* I feel certain 
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the letter, - or rather the poem, was typed by Nadine, forwarded 
to California for mailing, as a kind of vague tut final 
expression of resentment against a lady whom she felt loved her 
lass than her friend with whom she used to share her letters. 

For my final shot, I dropped her a letter, saying how muoh 
I had always admired her supert control in times gone ty 
when things had tried her and everyone so mightily, and that on 
that key, - and with that thought in mind, since this was my 
final letter, I would always rementer her. My idea was toth 
to pour oil and troubled waters, sooth a troubled soul and at 
the same time terminate further correspondence with this 
address* I gather my Intention worked, sinoe never have we heard 
sinoe, and that was years ago. Just because a horse runs away 
once, is no sign that he will always be running away. But 
somehow Just one run'; sometimes, makes me tned to> seleot 
another animal, if given a choioe. And I mention all this 
to you, just in oase dontact should be re-established, for 
it seems to me only fair that you should be fore-armed. 



Curiously enough, , Nadine has a precise double, both 
in personality, refinement, self control to a certain point, 
and of all things, the same weakness. She is a nieoe of 
Miss Nellie Fagan, the Miss Nellie who used to teaoh the Henry boys 
when they were small children. Miss Nellie has a sister, 

Annie Gibson of who# I have spoken before, and Kate somebody 
is another sitter. *he young woman i have in mind is Miss 
Kate'8 daughter, and has passed by here a couple of times. 

She is really wonderful as a personality,, but somehow, not so 
much through malice as' through some pent up feeling of un¬ 
happiness about something or other, she invariably slips off 
the deep end unless one watohes her carefully and keeps her 
from getting too close to that most lamentable of situations, - 
self pity. It is curious that the parallel should be 
so identical in all respects.- 

And speaking of former associates, what in the world 
ever happened to Plumette? She wrote me one or twice after 
I came here, but her writing was so orui6us that 1 had 
difficulty in finding anyone to translate it, and being thus 
delayed in learn ng its oontents, I was slow in making ray • 
response which worried her, - worried in the sense thte darkles 
here use the word, meaning vaguely annoyed, - and I never did 
hear f> om her again. I suppose my final note from her was 
in December of 1939. 

I* “ 'ii •lily OJ $;><* JJ B 

And spe k, rig of plumette reoalls her tumor operation, and 
that reminds me that H. told me yesterday that Stephen 
ha6 been operated on in Walter Reid Hospital,- some kind of 
an intenetinal obstruction, I think. I shall hear further 
when T r . talks with Washington this morning. 




v t * i ^ r t 

Once, on the west side of aobll> Bay, Alabama, I saw 
wonderful searchlight display, we were stopping at a 
place in the country, giving direotly on the Bay. Somewhere a 
mile or two off beyond the placid surface of the' water lay 
a promentory, behind which a number of battleships must have 
been lying at anchor. The night was moonless but pin¬ 
pointed with a million stars. Never did we actually see the 
actual glare of the searchlights, - only the great fingeirs 
of light, playing magnificiaent patterns across the sky, and 
reversing themselves in duplicate on the blue black surface 
of Mobile Bay. We+h'ad traveled far that day, - from 
i/Tallahassee, Florida, • nd physically we were tired, but the 
panorama odf.^eep gray blue sky and the pleasantly mellowed 
gold of the shimmering waters where the’ beans of the hidden 
searchlights play 3,n reflection produced an effect that made 
one, in spite of tiredness, want to remain wakeful so long 
as the splendid show lasted. 

O + ; fJJ f > K c>v+ ' " 

Our Indian Summer remains astonishingly mild and warm, 
with the thermometer "hoovering 1 around the 80’s during most 
of the day. The haze, so characteristic of this season, gradually 
thiftkens into thin layers of clouds, through whioh the sun 
filters ^s through gauze* Almost any day now, the thermometer 
will drop, the clouds ihicken a,nd the drizzles begin. That 
will/probably signajC .the,Qpenlng of the pasture gates, and 
oattle will then rummage about in the cotton fields, getting 
fat on cotton seed,' still plentiful enough in the unpicked 
acres of^dotton. That will mean the end of this season's 
crop, and then we shall begin giving attention to Arenbourg in 
action r ther than thought. Already the narcissus are a foot 
high, and by this week end, 1 assume, the earlier varieties 
will begin to bloom. This /car i shall pay partic lar attention 
to where the different•varieties grow, marking them for transplanting 
next June. There areq.uite a few bulbs that have survived the 
years, - and the cows, - at, Arenbourgh, but these will be 
supplimented by additional opes that have flourished’ for generations 
both at Melrose and, lime. Aubin-Booq,ues« I espeoiaily want a 
.flock of golden daffodills,from here, - accumulations from other 
old gardens about, and I shall also given an eye to the old 
fashioned hyaolnthes which will bloom in February and will be 
transplanted a couple of months later. 

O f* ^ riO Cl AJ ^ * t J J * $ t" H ..* f \ i a ' r ft e, • ♦ ■( 4 • * . * 

All this talk of little details makes it sound as though 
there would really be nuite a display at Arenbourg, whioh will not 
be so, and yet they , - the hpacinthes and the narcissus and 
the daffodils will be sufficient to a ford muoh oolor arid, 
perfume in some happy winter to come, and the Joy of 
transplanting them will be based on that Joy of.sharing their 
glories in time to come* .....Again a million thanks 
for everything that goes so far along the road toward Arenbourg... 
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T think of it,'I shall refer to the enclosed letter 
from littl*e miss Alterta. It haB no news of interest, tut 
as I understand it. the spelling is so ething of a revelation 
frevelation)*, since it seems to come up almost to my 
standard which is going some. The Madam thought she was 
enclosing, this letter to her daughter, tut i know she sent 
some advertised nt instead, and so * send thiB along to you 
I don’t want it back* 

ft >. '' .1 . r •' ! * r - r C _ ■ 1) ' ' . ~ ' "* J UO . C* : • ■ * w * ’ 

op Alberta never likes to spend more that a day or 
two in^jton? 01 nSlnnatl or ..n't Ml ton. for she d.oiar« th, 
f or me r aoquantances there, - and her relatives, are always 
referring things that transpired in ohildhood, and temg -hus 
reminded^of her yodth. it always te-rs her to pieoes.since she 
doesn’t ever want to think atout her age. I suppose this is 
some off-shoot of her Mary Baker Eddy-ism. Uertainly, any 
way you slice it. little miss Alterta is a riot. - 

I intended asking a day or two ago if your Journeys into 
fourth Avenue had teen crowned with any suooess in the literary 
department. I recall you mentioned having run across a 
St» Amand volume on the Valois Court. -This is not pushing 
% tTsearch^or other volumes, for they will te run across 
from time to time, tut I inquire as*to success up to now as I 
am under the impression you intended to speak urther on a _ind 
or two; tut were perhaps interrupted when speak ng o_ them. 

• *' ' * ** IV 

I * aB delighted with your aooount of-your trip along 
+he Hudson -'’or a glimpse at the current naval parade. It 
CetWMt.Sn a fiSlllng aigh<" and ..11 with the effort 
0 -p ari in* early and making such a "round atout Journey to the 
office. I hadn’t heard-an reference to the arrangement of 
the 21 gun salutes, so fixed as to keep up a continuous two 
hour din. I did hear Borne reference to the searchlight 
display which must have teen quite magnifioient, too, 
and it took me tack to an artiol# l read in an ant# bellum 
uatohez paper of gigantic fireworks that were once arranged on 
the Louisiana side of*the river, oppostie Natchez, "here 
from the fluffs one coul J . view then to the gratest advantage! 

In reading that article, it struck m* that fed the place for the 
display and the crowd's position teen reversed, the e.teat 
would have teen even more striking, - the spectators on the 
low Louisiana shore with the "feu d’arti. ioe set up on the 
800 foot crest of the Bluff, so that the stationary pieces would 
seem rather taller and the height to which the rookets sailed to 

te endless. 
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November 1st, 1945. 


memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

iwe.i c d -Wiiiw - ,ns-.hXl -toha t; - ,\ v ■-=*■ li - 

Only ti e for a brief note this,morning, • for school 
and correspondence on the,behalf of half a dozen friends has 
somehow ea en up all the time. 

I must congratulate you on your keen observation in regard to 
the use of another typewriter from my oustoraary one. No, Nothing 
more than a frayed ribbon impelled me to make use of the 
present raaohine. What-with so much going on in the ootton gin 
and the store during these busy days, I have been unable to 
get either Bill Hinton from the store or Mr. Brew from the 
gin to put on a new ribbon for me, and so I Just lifted the 
machine from the library of the big house and brought it over 
here until the rains should bring leisure and an opportunity to 
put my other machine in order again. What bright eyes you have. 

The copy of the Kane opus, covered by last summer's check, 
arrived yesterday, with a very nice dedication. But it 
is late in arriving , and the nioe dedication scarcely rubs out 
the raw hide whip in chapter 16. So be it* 

The Madam had a-letter from Lyle yesterday on the subjeot 
of Plantation Parade. I think he was under the impression 
the Madam wanted him to denounoe the author, and his note 
was on tjhe soft peddle side. Perhaps the truest line was that 
one oertainly doesn't expeot a guest, spoken to in oonfidenoe, 
to publioize such conversations. Lyle asked for a letter from 
me as to my impressions. I have written one, - contrived in 
such a manner that it may well be read by Mr. Kane, as well it 
may be, in the event I actually send the letter, - whioh I may 
or may not do. In my letter, I questioned the fairness of 
anyone in permitting a single word to wreok a whole paragraph 
or a chapter, but that for myself, I felt that raw hide 
had done precisely that, so far as my reaotion to the book was 
coneerned. 
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Yesterday afternoon I got a truok and drove up to 
Madame Aubin-Roociues house, intent on getting the arnoir, eto., 
hut as the house wa^ surrounded by a ootton field, -the tne 
West of the oorn field, and the field filled with 
ootton pickers, kin to the departed lady, I let the whole 
thins so in order to spare them the sorrow of seeing the 
dispersal of their kin folk's effects. Isn’t it ourious 
that the house has itood empty for over two yearB, and 
no one has even bothered to want any of the ef*ec.s 
therein. Thts is tecause her things were old fashioned, I sippose, 
and whatever the family, - grandchildren, - wanted has teen 
removed, - iron teds, eto., for her offspring would not 
want any of the old fashioned pieces, like the arnoir 
made ty slave labor long before the Civil War. 

I shall wait until a little rain has so damped the 
ootton field that pickers will not be present, and then I 
shall go on the same mission a second time. There are cone 
fine old tits of hardware in the house, - long hinges, for 
example, all made ty the strong hand of some forgotten slave 
blacksmith, - and blaok, I am sure, he was. Moot of these 
fine old examples of local oraftmanship are on doors and 
batten blinds, on the outside of the house, and these I 
shall not distrute, as those blinds and doors are a 
.protection against the weather. But I am sure the house 
is h jaded toward ool lapse,, and there is only the vaguest 
chance that anyone will ever save it from destruction. 

<$o far as any such examples of handicraft within ..he house 
is concerned, however, I shall ht ve no qualms about saving 
them, for they are not needed to keep the elements out, and 
in the case the house should be propped up and turned over 
to tenants, they will oertainly not miss, - or even care, for 
those rare objects that have been preserved for Arenbourg. 

It's late, late, and I must gallop. On the morrow, 

I think, I shall be able t? start a little earlier..... 


• November 2nd, 1946. 


Memorandum to Olipping Service: 

• i 1 J. T ! . 4 l. • * \ t * 

Your elegant report of Monday to hand, and I loved 
every word of it. . 

It will be good news to have a report on Wednesday^ 
dinner and how things played out in that long delayed 
reunion 

~ x » j . j, o.' ' ; 4. f r « t fl - 

On Wednesday night I fiddled around in the air waves, * 
searching for our friend Genet, but couldn't locate her. 

If she appears on WJ4 in Hew York, she should oome in through 
WDSU in New Orleans, but try as I might, I never could track her 
down. This coming Wednesday I shall try again. But I did stumble 
over Mrs. Ogden Reid'B program, getting Messrs. Sohellenback, 
Byrnes, Cord Mayer and some eminent scientist, so I. felt the 
substitute for Genet was fair* 

And during those listening hours on my pert, there w/is 
much conversation going on in your midst, and I shall be so 
eager to hear all 

I thought you ve y noble, what with such a busy program 
last Saturday, to take in .the fleet, too, but i am glad you 
made it, in spite of the high wind and all, for it must have 
teen a WQnderful sight, and 1 am glad the weather„ aside from 
the breeze, favored the outing. To me, there is always some¬ 
thing thrilling and mysterious in s-jch an array, - so muoh 
power concentrated in such duok like contraptions, and there is 
always the element of strangeness in them, especially aB 
one see first one and then another, slide up the river or down, 
jockeying here and there for one position or another, - and 
all according to some plan, dictaoted from out of the ether and 
yocomplished in spite of their individ^ial bulk, with so muoh 
precission and dispatoh. 

One of the first reviews of Plantation Pardde came to 
hand yesterday, - I think it was from a Shreveport paper. 

We started reading it and had reached a spot wherein, reference was 
made to Mrs. uanmie (i. Henry of Melrose, when someone blew in, 
and after a return to normalcy, we never could find the review 
again. I assume additional reports will come to hand shortly. 
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1 .. so f lad r mentioned the t*" 

JgS*SS iLinSSTitJtal •£**. Mother". It IB oroloua that 
at ahoat the time the tro doast *s telng mde. 
that ..tephen was resigning, ftn n . ^ e or ^uite a aeriotis 

•that Stephen was actually I an not certain 

355‘SS: -,:°s: t SiS£i*52 S.J5S an4 B0 

keep abreast with things, tut up to now, nothing has te n 
said .tout any resignation* 

possible, although in netting people out 

felt right-along, however, tha ^^* ; p ‘ i notice so many 

of the Arny has approached an Jgf}* rld «oday 15 ninute 

ordinary news casters, - like ^he poiMBOlJ _£< £ t0l ^ 

programs-, seen to always te Injec g ^** orm# ThiB has seemed , ,, 
hurrying the united States out - . , other countries 

mot unfortunate to me, since it is lively to give ^ « _ that 

the impression, - and .to germinate si ll ?^ t ^^i 0 tligations in 

the u. S. is not going to assume its say order 

“ ??tn°A Ul ?££*“« la eoSd ttet nation doeo not like 

I t&f 11 dread**! 

should all treak their necks r ishi g l * the wav for the assumption 
one or two Al Capones hrd teen p t hlrf Lj v nutlioiaed figures scarcely 

WUSSotELVaS 1 Sn»We l r1 ht to“deolare 
to the world that we no .longer shall have any need - 
protective forces* « 

Perhaps Pierson was appealing for Jhos^owi 

sot-ele ter^Btaff to a ^“‘Sjd.na “thin a teiSllng 

a o?Vn 0l . e y.?% 8 ^rd B l.BB TeUt^or norld aecorlty 

teing considered* , 

in all this disousssion, 1 am holding no d 

Stephen for 1 have no means of knowing i- he ha - ® 

jo^Sr a poor » on.- 1 Buppoao hi. Jot ha. t«n 
L.a »ffftctinir the orders formulated ty the General xa~ 
of which irisa^memter* That Jot may or may not have y . 

^ r oo»oU^a'oan Want^.f^V, Pree.nt «oit«n,nt 1 b 
well f nished* 




And Stephen, thank the .^ord, .is in the hospital, for 
he needs to te the^e, while l>an, unfortuna tely, is a-lso in c. 

the hospital, tut scarcely needs to te, s ve that his eltow 
must te thoroughly gone over every few days* .. ~ 

At the moment, J* -H*, I think,'is far from weli, and is 
likely to te less so shortly. Lijce Stephen, he also had 
some kind of an operation years ago which has never, quite 
returned him to physioal perfection* I believe there are adhesions, 
and i know he now suffers considerably, with a bulge as tig as 
a tasetall protruding from his side* I s ippose the bulge to 
te a portion of the intestines which hav trokn through the i 
usual wall of rausole and skin folding them in p.laoe» 

4. , i .v t & 4 1 < • * a > T ♦ t p,.. i . ; ■, .. 7 . / .* 1 4 ^ f 

I am going,, to offer him a .little free advise this morning, 
as to having something done about his situation 1 , tut it will 
te like singing psalms to a dead mule,, for the rtenrys are all 
geared. high., and they will oentinue to go full tilt until they 
fall out, - only it would te a great pity for J. H. to throw away 
his life so needlessly, he has told no one of his present 
situation, tut l have learned it from this oircumstanoe and that, 
and l shall stick out my neok regardless* 


Yesterday I learned that the Peter Hetpyers should 
have their orop picked druing the coming week, - 
"should the weather hold". I am sure the weather will 
not, since it is much too warm, - yesterday in tfce 90*s, and 
somewhat heavy olouds around the horizon somehow hold off 
from day to day, tut never fail to remind one that 
the rains of November cannot te far off. But it is good 
to know that • the cotton is almost all-harvested, so that 
even though endless rains descend and the tfows get what is left 
of the cotton, the loss will not te great and the move of the 
family cannot te long delayed. , 

you are forever flooring me with unexpected tits of 
historical information, and the latest is-your inquiry regarding 
General Banks passing along the terrace at Arentourg in April 
of 1864. I believe that date to te the correct one, and eventually 
we shall have to arrange a pagent in April or each suooeeding year 
to oommerate his passing ty our .place* There is an old 
Jingle about the civil war, wherein the different events, - 
or possible the different years, are aet down in some sort of 
rhyme, and I can't recall any of it save this linei c •• 

"In 18 hundred and sity four, the Yankees skiddadled 
•• - . from Grande Boore*" 

And their retreat from above ±»atohitoohe8, as you know, followed 
along the full length of uane Fiver -and -thenoe down Med Miver 
to Alexandria. 


/ 
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On Sunday .comes Andre ^aurois and others disoussing 
Zola'8 Germinal. That night te quite int resting, and 
the following week is going to te some Armioan thing, whioh . 1 
1 haye forgotten. 

In response to my 1 otter off /two or three weeks hack to 
the invitation to.-Learning program, ask-ing about the avilatility 
of soriptB, etc., a have had no response, although it wou'd 
l»eem as though sufficient time had elapsed, were I to receive one 


I seem to have mislaid a nice letter from lladam Roosevelt 
which came to hand a day or two ago, in response to my recent 
letter to her. She says she hasn't Louisiana on her list at 
the moment, but that she would like to retain the invitation to 
Melrose with a' view .to milking the mOst : of it, should she get 
down this way before too long*. I certainly hope the 
chapter in Plantation Parade doesn't frighten her off. ........ 


• 8 


p. s. 


I feel I should make fu ther reference to Haftine. 


At the time she out herself off from Melrose, 
you will, recall that she automatically cut off communication 
as between you and me. 

i might recall that quite a time elapsed before:I 
could write directly to you, being without address. 

«. Learning eventually, with the new address, permitting 
us to resume contact, i also learned that she had apparantly 
cut herself off from you , too* l refer to the time when 
she was in the line at the box office at the Metropolitan and 
did not recognize you. 

• Assuming that the contact was finished but conqpletely, 
i saw no reason for passing P&ong the particulars r ®f ftr ^ n ® 
her somewhat unfortunate letter, - a letter, I should add, 
whioh the Madam never understood at a,ll, and whioh passed 
into oblivion in her mind, thanks to a soft peddling of 
it on my part. With time having elapsed and poor hading v 
having come back into balance, i am sure her Integrity is above 
reproach, and yet 1 felt it only to acquaint you with 

the faot that once the horse had run away, - withou. actually 
upsetting anything, - for under similar circumstances, l .too, 
would like to k^ow about suoh a circumstance, so that i might 
te guided accordingly. 
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November 3rd, 1946. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Servioe: 

I,liked this one. Yesterday I stopped at the garage 
and the gin, while stretching my legs between prolonged sittings 
at this maohine. • , 

. .. - r. • 1 * - * * w>i t 

At the garage, - pronounced "Gourage" in this area, I 
saw "Phonsie". He told me that he had Just finished 
hi3 cotton picking. I congratulated him and asked.him about 
the progress his.neighbors, - Alfred ^lorenz, Airey Balthazar, 
Peter Metoer, Jean Rocque, eto., - Peter thrown in quite 
casually, of coarse, - and he reported that most of then 
still had another week or two to concentrate on their crops. 

• C * ! 3 K . j • t 

And then he said he wanted to ask me something, - what 
did a know about dreams? - I felt something coming, and so 
I said that I had studied about them a little, and what did he 
have in mind. 

"Well," he .said, "I Just dreamed the other night, and 
I saw you and you was living nqxt door to me, and I thought 
you had become my neighbor. And what I want to know is, do 
you believe in such things." 

So somebody has been talking, and I am hoping that 
• Peter, living next door, hasn't heard the same talk, - or 
had the same "d earns", tut I presume he has. And so I 
thought I wouldn't lend any confirmation to suoh unstable 
gyrations of the mindx, and so 1 went into a tig discussion 
of how the mind sometimes remains active, even after the tody 
seems to have relaxed ,into sleep, etc., etc., and so I 
left "Phonsie" without every appearing to reoognize his round¬ 
about inquiry regarding my intentions. 

. Yesterday we were blessed by having no visitors, and in 

consequence, the Madam got around to read 3one of the nice 
thin b you had recently sent, - pages from .the Herald-Tritune, 
eto. She marked a number of things that interested, me nuoh, 
including the raoket your friend, 0-lar-e ^ooth Loose (Luoe) 
started in the Putnam Hills Chapter of the L. A. R. over 
a protest to te filed with the "ational Board about the Hazel 
Scott business . I was particularly interested in what 
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the 014 Guard pillars of entrenohed wealth had to s^y in 
attempting to orawl out from under their latest blunder, in 
denying the use of the ha] 1 in Washington for the concert. 

I thought the Jo); of reporting to te excellent, - and the 
exouses the tags offered were so typical and so inept. 

J • H. talked with Colonel Dow, Stephen's aid, in Washington 
yesterday, and he reports Stepehens' reoovery to te excellent. 

In spite of Hr. Pierson's prediction, no one seens to know anything 
-tout a contemplated resignation, and I assume that if the 
progress of the patient continues along present lines, he will 
shortly te t/iking off for i 1 orida for recuperation and thenoe 
possibly tack to vashington, via Lielrose. I-am hoping that may 
te the plan, since I should ever so much like to talk with him 
on a.hundred subjects, not the least of-whioh would inolude his 
personal impression of his present Commander in Chief* If I remember 
correotly, Stephen gave a dinner party for Hr. and Mrs. Truman 
, sometime in the,late Tinter or early Spring, some time after 
Stephen had spent a little time in,Hot Springs with his former 
Commander in Chief. It will te interesting to learn of 
Stephen's impression of the new one, and the most striking contrasts 
he ha6 in mind, as between the one and the other. 

" * 

More,and .more it looks to me as though Mr. Truman finds 
himself on an enormous machine which he feels will rook along 
alright without a yone doin much guiding. So olever was 
the former occupant of that seat , that the machine did almost 
seem tq travel on its own momentum, although, in .view of 
the new d river',s ineptitudes, it is becoming clearer and 
clearer that the former driver was a muoh gre- ter artist than 
a lot of people guessed or wanted-to admit* It is surely a great 
pity that the e ormous amount of positive good that could te done 
ty a more oapatle person is being squandered ty one whom God never 
intended.for such a great responsibility. Easily the-greatest 
power on earth, we appear to te fumtling, and in so doing, we are 
letting wonderful opportunities for estatlishig vast powers for 
world betterment slip ty and fritter themselves away into nothing¬ 
ness. I do think the little man who now finds himself in the 
driver's seat is-doing-the test he oan, tut I'm afraid it is 
- all teyond him. 

• in v !, • . \ i 1 J .-4. * 

A line froia Hiss Robina reports the Dormons as heading 
toward Shreveport t: is week end. How those gals do get around,- 
in spite of the mules. That ms the only letter, we had from 
, the o .tside world, and keeping po-etty well glued to my chair 
yesterday, I am bereft of any news worth relaying. Shall- do 
te ter on the morrow.. , 
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Uov ember 4th, 1945. 



Memorandum, to Clipping Service: 

Off hand, I would say, that what Columbia needs is an 
Invitation to'Speaking and Courtesy. I am referring, of course, 
to the Zola discussion on Invitation to Learning, wherein I never 
heard so much stuttering at one sitting, and where one James Ferrell, 
who seemed to have the'least to say, insisted on drowning out Hr. 
Maurois, who probably had a lot of interesting things to point out, 
if given a chance and teen freed from constant interruptions. 

The line I liked test was: "Zola wop a moment in the conscious 
of flan", • - a line from Anatole France, which seems pretty good 
to me. _ . - , • 

At the close of the program, .1 was impressed ty the thought 
or rather the anounoement that Zola's Germinal was available on 
Talking Records for the uue of the Blind. If anyone wanted to read 
the took, - and had a Talking Maohine, - that certainly would te 
nice. i 

But for myself, I lack to requisites: - a Talking Maohine ori the 
one hand, and any desire tp read Zola on the other. 

I am grateful to God that Zola lived and ty his writings, quickened 
the world's interest in the need for a fairer distribution of wealth. 

But Just as I whole heartedly admire some great, public spirited 
engineer, who oonoeives the necessity for some kind of a sewage system, 
and teats the drum to bring that about, so do I admire Zola. 

For while applauding the sljout hearted person who recognises and fights 
for effective sewage disposal, I personally am interested more in 
other problems, - not at all more important, perhaps not so worthy, 
tut never the less as pressing, and since I shall never exhaust ray 
interest in those other lines, I shall always hve to content myself 
with admiring and saying Amen to the efforts of those interested 
in Zola's endeavors, and follow along other parallels that somehow 
excite my interest in the vast variety of human needs. 

A snarled, tangled, knotted tall of twine might well symbolize 
the life problem of every human being. Some units are oonrse, rough 
Jumbles of rope, - the charters in Germinal. Of the sqme nature, 
or rather the same form, are delicate totins of silken oord, - and 
those were Prout's charaters. The mix-up and confusion of all these 
varying types pf string stem from identical circimetanoes. I am 
glad Zola called attention to the rope that needed straightening out. 

For myself,' I prefer to try to straighten out the silken cords, wi.h 
some one like "little" as the master "untangler". - And that s 

that. 


I 
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But Just to te inoonsistent, - or possibly because I think 
I detect more silk than hemp, in the negro tangle, I shall mention 
an episode, frought with a lot of mix-up,- th-^t came to the su^fc-ce 
on Saturday. 

One of the wholesale pecane purchasing houses in Natchitoches 
bought pecanes from Melrose about noon. Later in the day, the 
same truck bought a greater quantity of pecanes -from a negro,' somewhere 
between here and Bermuda. The negro te one Henry Johnson, whom I don't 
know, he lives somewhere on Red River, due East from Helorse. 

Now the pecanes he sold were of the grafted variety, and about the 
only grafted trees in the section are on Melrose, between 8ane 
and Red Fiver. 

The Sheriff and his deputies were advised on the purohase. 

The truck of pecanes was impounded. At thte moment, some o^ the deputies, 
I am sure, are learning from henry Johnson from whence he obtained 
the peoanes. Some of the deputies, - and especially Mr* Blaok, - of* 
all names, are hill billies, and this transaction will afford them 
a lovely opportunity to turn on the hea.t. 

I am not certain, but i think there is a Johnson boy who has recently 
returned from the wars where he fought with distinction. That methods 
the deputies will use on him and what his reaotion will te, exoites my 
ousiosity. 

What with all the Costs involved in raising peoanes, - their* 
planting,, the years of taxes on the property, their cultivation, 
their spraying, etc*, etc., scarcely enables one to sit by and permit 
the yearly crop to te stolen. 

• And yet, the very agency of restraint is of such a nature that 
one almost shud'ders when one thinks *of what those suspected may 

have to go through at the hands of the deputies. 

4 » ' '' * ' 

It -is perhaps uninteresting, this beginning of a tale", of which 
I know no more. And yet with the upheave! of huiaan reia tions is so 
disturbing that l take the liberty to waste your time with this mere 
statement of what little I know, - and I shall add to the tale from 
time to time, if I learn more, - and if I don't learn-more, 1 
shall f nd myself won er ng what kind of human injustices the 
deputies practised on those suspected of lifting the peoanes. 

' 1 1 ' ' - • • 

On the purely personal front, I 'confess I am keeping an eye 
open for "Colis" No. 3, whioh should have arrived Friday "or Saturday, 
under normal “conditions, but the postman told me on Saturday that 
the trains were late, due to heavy week end travel and no second 
olass mail or parcel post cane through, so i reckon I'll be starting 
off Monday with a surprise package. More on that point shortly, 
and in the mean time, i'll be thinking of a lot of things we Bhall 
eventually discuss *on the terrace of Arenbourg.. 











4k. as 
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• .1 ij c. V * « * : 

November - 6 th, 1 45 * » v 



Memorandum to -Clipping Service: • l l 

On general principles, I an opposed to sharing one 
lady's correspondence w.ith another, but under the circumstances, 

I feel you and I wojuld do well to be acquainted with the contents 
of* both enclosures, .- the one thasfc oarae to me, ahd a oopy of 
iny response. • . * ' '"l--' • • : v'j' 

Whenever I think of her,*! instinotly find myself*-Saying 
"Poor child", and excusing, her ono time flight into poorer 
Judgement beoau e of her. youth and whatever pressure was exerted 
on her from home. 1 I took her suggestion as to addressing h~er 
at her office,.and I think things may ride perhaps the-mare — 
easily fopher if the home influence, since that will be ignorant of 
the correspondence, will fexert no influence-at'all* - - ; 

True friends are so rare'and T even good friends develop!* 
so infrequently, that I am glad she is blessed with the contact 
she willtrhave with old friends in her own neighborhood, which, 

I feel sure, meant much more to her than she realized when 
she withdrew from the soene. And if contact by mail means some¬ 
thing toi her, I shall te delighted to do ray part. After all, 

I can't see that her life from here on out can be too bright. 

If eventually, she should hear from Rolf, what then? And 
sometimes, when I think of the difficulties awaiting anyone who 
mightctry-to.establish a home in Europe for the next generation, 

I think that were Death to solve the problem* it might, in the 
long run, be the kindlier Fate. 

* I <■ » \ f i V t ' • V. w » * * 

Butt every life can take such unexpected turns toward happiness, 
onoe oije gets in the proper grove, that I think we would all 
te ooing well to hope for her happiness, for certainly she 
has much joodliness and kindliness, and regardless of the size 
of the vessel, it seems to be filled to oapaoity. 

-o u-I trust; you may find some use for the stamps, which 1 
take the liberty to end os e, herewith. Frankly, I have as 
muph.u^e for them as old Grandpa has for ti pocketbooka, tut 
it seemed to me the tetter thing to do was to aacept them, 
for I feel she sent them, as a kind of visible wish that ; 
correspondence might be forth 'coming, and by returning then, T. 
might give;the impression that I did not really appreciate 
your motive, whioh, I am. sure, was one-of generosity* and good 
will. 


<3 
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Just one wore point in reference to this suhjeot:- 
I am wondering if she saved the letters I used to write, - 
none of which, as,I recall, were, in reality written with her 
in mind. When I lost a vast seotion of my Journal in the 
April floods, I presume I lost a lot of details, - none of them 
of much importance, that approximated those y ars when I was writing 
those letters that went to her* Wha.:t. do you think: --would 
it te wiser for you to mention them oasually in coversation some¬ 
time, or woul(\, i t, he tetter for me to jas,k if they were preserved? 

I guess I would never have $<ny upe for them, tut. I can’t- imagine 
theta of t,elng of any .particular interest to her.,- and I guess it 
would te just j\s well if they were disposed of-, although I an nbt 
particularly interested in them either way. - ■ v 

And now, after all this, nay I .teJLl you that c”Colis du rf 
Trianon, K-arrived in perfect -order, and that .its, oon* " 

tents, wi.ll delight the heart of more than n one so-a.1- and- lend 
warmth to more thsm ope tody, t* The ft right shawl” is >a, te uu 

knockout which,I gazed, at with much eyea .ofiyearning.,- The > ' 
gentlemen’s. clothing will serv^. to.most excellent purpose, and their 
arrival is so opportune* (! ,I know the lady.^s garment, - the-long one 
is going to delight some feminine heart and the little skirt and 
taoket is a, hqney, so to speak.. I haven't taken tine out to 
think, which person -wijl^get wjjj.ohj tut .I shall., do• sp,.shortly, add 
report ^accordingly. It.,makes .me .so happy to think how-happy ybu must 
feel to haye guaranteed ,sp rauoh happiness to so. m nnp y. , - 

One word regarding the,- Arentourg residents^ -.and, then-1 
must stop, .confining this report.,to a, s ngle page. • In con- ’u 
fidenoe toriday Bill, Llorenz, our neighbor to, the Uorth, tells me ' 
that Peter MeJjoyer, his wife,a«d theU twocdaughters v p]an to** v 
move ,pci,llatohitpohes or Alexandria as soon as their cotton crop is 
gathered, and that their sons, T. J.,<Wilson and Peter, jr.» - the 
youth in thd snapshot’along with his .horse, will..probably go to 
Alexandria, too. Accordingly, it shouldn't te long now, tut 
I am rather sorry they are leav Lng, jffor this volontary-move on their 
part, along with perhaps a dozen or /more other old inhatitants of 
Cane River will take them to city.life which they drill, for the 
most part, not li^e, and now ..that u«6 killed lufcojn.is on-thedown > 
grade, their lot is.n' t igping to te easy. -. .Host of them,- -of ooufse, 
will return, as they always do, and perhaps the interlude will 
have provided a fro^io for, them and greater contentment when, on re¬ 
turning, they re-disoover some .of the joys.-of their pastoral -life 
they never, dreamed ,tbf until they exchanged it for urban existence. 

On the pecane front,. .1 learn that 8 different, people have 
teen named in that extra-legal .transaction, tut I have not as 
yet learhe^V the, Identity of any of them, /and in consequenoe I 
shiver a little,, hoping against home that not too, many of my 
friends will te mimed. I don't have many friends on Little River, 
tut those I do have I cherish. 


November 7th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Servioe: 

The enclosures ar.e of no especial interest, I thought ' 
you would te interested to learn that the Invitation to learning 
did finally oome through with an acknowledgement, and that 
you would enjoy Hiss Rotina's saroasm on the Dormon doings. 

I h£d' rather expeo.ted a note from Dora in today's post, 
for it seems like quite a while sinc-e last a line came through. 

■^ut not only did nothing arrive from Normaii, tut nothing arrived 
from any place, save a copy of The New York "iraes, which never fails. 
By the way, have you any idea to whom we might te indebted for the 
daily Tipes. Ho one hear seems to remember ever having ordered 
it, tut- it has teen ooming regularly for some months, -, sinoe 
September, 1 think. 

The pecane story is beginning .to unfold, and while I am 
still in the dark, I shall pass along the tits of news as they 
come to hand, without wai.ting to await a clear picture before , 
passing it. along* 

It seems that the deputies had a busy day yesterday, - or 
rather, Monday, and the up-shot of the pressure was that not 
Henry Johnston was the man who had sold the peoanes to the dealer, 
tut Nathaniel Wade, who. lives on Little River. He named five men 
living on Melrose ;from whom he had purchased the grafted peoanes, 
and the six men were taken to Jaii this morning. I can't reoall 
all of them, tut some of their names are Windty Curry, Aymon Anthony, 
Louve Williams and the others elude my memory at the moment. 

J. H. told their families thfit they might provide tail for 
them immediately, if they oared to, tut that their release from 
jail would te of short duration, sinoe all six of the men, and 
possibly some more, would most certainly te harvesting sugar oane 
shortly. That expression stems from .the fact that the State's 
Prison is at.Angola, on the East tank of the Mississippi, in 
West Feliciana, near the Mississippi State line. From the present • 
outlook, it would seem as though all of those taken to* jail 
today would have a speedy trial and te oonvioted, with eaoh re¬ 
ceiving terms of from 6 to.6*years. • * ' - 

The sentenoe seems severe. Up to the moment, I have no 
friends in the group, although Rodney Payne, whom I forgot to in¬ 
clude in the g oup, has sometimes cut my hair for me when Jaok 
Nelwon has teen lost in the road in his fine oar. 


There are bound to te further repercussions, and I shall send 
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them along as they come to hand. 



Just as I was starting to the store this morning, along atout 
nine o'clock, a messenger brought m word that there were 
pilgrims. They turned out to te two very delightful ladies, - 
a Mies Blythe of St. Louis, and a lire. Rotinson of new Orlenas, - 
the latter an old friend of Lyle's and a perfeotly delightful 
lady who had teen here years tefore w th Owen Bristoefw?). 



t 

o r,| . vn } *■'. ■' fc.j ’ rn , ’i v V ■ \i : * 

November 7th, 1945. 

' ’ ifT {;(•! ** 0 *4* c -( , I*,, ' ..f ▼ ( J- 4 

Memorandum to dipping Service: 
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I did 't learn much by ay of news from them, tut I 
did gather that Weeks Hall of Shadows on the Teche, isn't at all 
pleased with what is written atout him or hi place in Plantation 
Parade. That lines up another along with Parlange and Melrose. — I 

. 

It seems' that Weeks Halls very anoient aunt, - in her 90's, 
has at long last departed this life. I think her fortune was 
estimated at atout three million and Weeks was her sole heir, 

I think I mentioned that Weeks would protatly find himself 
busy these days in the usual business of settling suoh an estate, 
tut Mrs. Rotinson said that to everyone's surprise, it appeared, 
on investigation, that her fortune had dwindled somehow and some¬ 
where, tut as yet no details we e available. • 

Of other news, I have tut soant. I did hear on Sunday 
that Sister had sent you some peoanes. She may have or she may • 
have not, knowing Sister as I do. Her husband, with very . 
good reason, I suspect, has dosed up his Natohitoohes office. 

That venture wasn't of long duration, tut it was certainly 

not too dull while it lasted. 'I never have believed that 

Sister ever learned of the atthok on the Naval off icial' s. wife. . 

Of yes, there was another thing, from mrs. Rotinson: - 
she saw, Jaok and Lois Lester of Waverly the other day, and Mr. 

Lester's present'situation remains very uncertain. She also said 
that the old Hermitage Plantation home, near ^onaldsonville,, 
is being restored. That was a lovely place, and is described in 
Seitold'B took, - that two volume item, of which I have spoken to 
you before. After careful examination, I think it is one of • 
the finest books on Louis iana Plantations that I know. . It 
was privately prided at $10.00, tut should or might te available 
for much less at the present time. It does have mistakes, tut it 
also has a wealth of rare pictures, many of long departed houses-, 
and its text is, filled with quotations from old manuscripts, 
eto. I think it is atout the most comprehensive of any took I 
know on Louisiana. 

■' - • 

Must gallop for the moment. More.anon...•• 


It's late, and I'm a little tired, and under ordinary 
circumstances I would te writing you on Thursday morning, the 
8th. But what with Brother coming for his schooling early in 
the morning, and Mr. Baohelier here, and likely to targe in 
even earlier, with Dr. Knipmayer coding a little later, 
and ueleste having already sent me word that she has tonight re¬ 
turned from South -Louisiana an4 wishes to see me earlyj —I reckon 
I shali enjoy a little chat with you,tonight tefore folding up my 
long teard. 

Pirst off, let me say how much I have appreciated your nice 
long Saturday letter, which caqje in this morning's post. 

Between lioks this afternoon, Mr. Brew and I established con¬ 
tacts, and while I did not complete the last page and the 
enclosure, I have read the major portion of your letter, and 
I am ever so much indebted to ypu for the delcious exohange of 
views and the purveyance of news. 

'I ' - * t * 

I think my original letter to you on the sutjeot of Hadine 
was expressed in a fashion that might have teen improved upon, 
in subsequent communications, I hope I have stated my reaotion 
a little more clearly ? Prankly I think the poor girl must 
have teen confused ty two or three very distrubing elements'at the 
* -time she broke off, a couple of years ago, or was it three. I 

think there waq nothing sinister in what she did , - perhaps more like 
% child, - which she was, - who sometimes over talks when guests are 
about. 

How that .she has evinced sufficient wisdom to keep her 
correspondence to herself, - etfen as have 1,-1 have a feeling 
things from here on out will run alon<j ever so smoothly, and 
never again ^ill she suocomt to a state of nerves, - especially as 
the correspondence between her and me will te direot and at neither 
receiving end will there te a second party. 

Surely, I need soaroely point out the reason for my 
rather brisk correspondence with her three years ago. I t^ink 
s even to her it must have teen almost .apparant that as soon as 

i had jotted down the salutation, the entire balance of the letter 
was written with one mental image before me, and the image was not 
Hadine*8, even though it was only through her at that time t^at 
contact, thus indirect, cou],d te maintained with one who meant 
so much to me* 






I 
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She is a sweet child, and kate has dealt her out a dreadful 
hand in every hand t us far played* I naturally feel sorry for 
her, tut otviouely, there is not much reason for any rapid fire 
correspondence with her, .and while i shall continue to toss off 
a letter from time to time, they will te pretty much of the "you wltte 
me and then I’ll write you" variety. 

i doutt if I am much more superstitious than the average person, 
and fret I somehow have a sensation that it will serve on in (one) 
in good stead to biaintain some Ic nd of a pleasant personal relation 
with her, even though contacts may not te quite so frequent as 
formerly. 

%■' f Ti o* Vj.fi:, X .-ifhl ■' "I.C *.50. •: j , .1 • 

There are millions of people in the world who really don’t 
matter at all, and then there are a few hundred who just miss ty a 
hair's treadth, being remarkably good. I might add that if we 
are in luck, we shall find one or two who approaoh perfection. 

How iNadine is ± in the few hundreds group, and too good, I think, 
and somehow 1 feel), too surely designed to play some Eort of a 
role eventually, - although at the moment 1 cannot imagine wht, 

that i think'She Should te cultivated. " J ' J • 

-no© M f * • i 

As for what you had to tell her in regard to how things . 
turn at this -tend of Cane River, I iam delighted that you did. 

I have a feeling that from here on out she is going to he more and 
more whole-heartedly interested in those of her old associates 
whom the test of years have proven to te atout as solid and as 
genuine, as she is likely to'raft aoross. 

•XlCTtfjJ '?^VO 'Ji v’i . J, * » w iiC X : J •> X ^ *.) / 

I don’t think you will find any especial logio her present 
attitude* Three yeftrs ago she was so tangled Up in nerves and 
"gr'owing pains" that she scarcely knew where she was at. She 
might well have fallen ifato that horrible situation of pitying herself, 
ftnd there is no explanation of anything at such titles. But I 
think she has bridged that gulf, and I am"under the impression 
that she will really gain much in the things Life has denied her 
during these last difficult years, through her association, - direotiy 
with you and through laggardely Correspondence with me.' 1 She is 
too good to oast off into a barren waste"which I suspect most of her 
existence is; and bleak indeed, so far as hopes of the future go. 

And so I repeat $hat I an glad that you confided in her. I am quite 
persuaded that she can keep seorets and that just having a ohanoe 
to share some with a ’heart so tig and so grand as yours will help 
her to a measure of happiness that certainly she has missed rauoh since 
in some kind of an emotional confusion, she denied herself so 
foolishly. How'hoften, and in what different roles, you play 
out your part of Good Samaritan 1 . Somehow that role, whenever 
played a second or a millionth time,* always requires a different 
setting or a different approach, or a different set of circum¬ 
stances. Here is a new 6pe for tv both to play, - you ty 
personal contact and I ty‘correspondence. The tig thing, and I 
guess the only thing worth while in life is helping someone el.Be 
get an occasional gleam of sunBhine. She is going to need a lot of 
it. We are going to enjoy it the more in the end because we aren't 
aren't too madly impelled in pick ng up the old pattern which 
another volontarily, in short-sightednes3, oast away* 
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„ 4 .u L ? rd have mer °y. - I never expected to do a whole ua-*e * 

if in a the ll pnfl 0t ? tut in ^ doin S* * am £l fi * to have tored°you, 
a expressed myself in a manner that more or less co¬ 
incides with your own opinion on th’e matter. • 


And thanks a million for "tellinF me of v/ron nnri 
«t>«ienaed in hearigg^lf 

almos t see him, thanks to your fine account, - his ^aoial 
ex ressions, his jaw dropping, his fore arms extended! etc. 


Hi ! P aS8 n 2 was certainly among the more hideous 

£2' l «oo anceS 1 have yet hear(i ‘ I recall correotly, his Mother’s 
life was never a particularly happy one, and it is a nitv its 

end couldn't hare teen in peSoe rather than ,n halooaLu *ou .111 
pardon me - and you will understand, too. iFl agate repeat as 
t °?„° :ft "V aentione4 It before, how®glad * 

and as I f?$ e £5f;Ii? we ” ,T r ® 4 a11 thls hn?ritle business, 

+ . 1 find ray6elf actually grateful, on seeing the death 

I860 J” * towtatone in an ante tellum graveyard, reading 

1860, how muoh more so an I grateful to Ood that the oi^omiatanoea 

tha? ° n ® "V 4eaI to "® r ® s " oh as the; we?, and 

to 2* T °i mr and th ® rl e ons of peaoe ire <mlto powerless 

e eot one who has gone on to a happier and brighter world. 


said 0 l- 7m *? tel1 ■“ of the literary treasures, for 

hai lea???d " th?J m ®’ T? B »* Amnd Yalola number. I 


wm L?2 neeA any thes ®* 1 sha11 te delighted if you 
ill hold all. so-that we may eventually ship them direot, when 

1 ait r ro r Vi I w a.._ t » i __ » _ 1 


WP r>nn 1,_. . . . , •> auxiJ Wien 

*5* together in our Library at Arentourg. I ruess 
R 2» e the only ones in the world*who would ever 


.uk r *“- ** nu wuum ever relish them 

with equal fervor. But for that good reason, they will be the 
more precious on the gallery at A?ento.ir ; inwall good time. 


.^8 The Laat T earB ot Louis 2v 


- - - *^ j.j. it. woo xu j-xie xiiisi: xearB 

there appeared the very pleasant -account of Mme. de Pompadcu'-’s 
lovely residence of Bellevue, in’the St. Oermain-en-LaT 

of*tS? d ^i e ^° rh °° d : 1 thinJc there was qnite a good sketoh 

th. t delicious chateau in that renarkable book, "Chateaux et 

™ ■ , ' hl0h ?lll0ah h ” 4 h“-hiSS It 

O* L v? h Lex i n stcn Avenue or some stioh dealers at the tine 
f the big smash up. that pertainly w s a marvely book. 


-But getting b a ok tp<St. Amanand's last y^ars o-^ louis xv 
someth ng of a round about Louveoinnes, the' 
DuBarry established at Marly where I used-.to go quite o^ten 

the *55 ^ i J ? e hoaBe ’ yoa reoall, that the Tragonards’in 
the Frick Gallery were painted for originally. 







i 
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Well, I had tetter be£in to stop of talk ng quite so muoji, 
and recognize the approaoy of the end of this pqj'e. Mr# Baohelier 
came quite unexpectedly today atout 11 a.m. Shortly after dinner, 

Dr# and Mrs. Rand cane wit)i Hiss D. Randolph, who lives on a Rapides 
plantation this side of Alexandria, and a Mr. Harrison from Shreveport, 

I think, and a Mr. and Mrs. Somebody, - who were from Boston. 

Dr. Rand had a grand time talking with Mr* Baohelier atout some famous 
camelias that grow’ in a garden near IlaAtes near Mr. Baohelier's former 
home, - the lower Loire valley. And Mrs. Rand sat with the Madam, 
and I did a - tour fo the visitors, an before we knew it, it was 
supper time, - and so the day spun out. 

But before - closing, I must give you anoth r chapter on the 
peoane business. To paraphrase Just a little, it is as ever 
the oase of "Cherchez le elano". 

* t • • 

Mr. Earnest's son-in-law, iSLa loutish person living in 
Cloutierville. His name is ; something like T« Frere De Louche. Nov/ he 
rented a piece of land o n Little River from Mr. Hyuen Oohen, not'., 
far from the southern Melrose line. He put a negro on the place,- 
one Nathaniel Wade, a pretty much no-^oeount fellow. Today I learn, 
and deduct that the few sacks, - say 4,000 pounds of peoanes, sold 
to Henry. Johnston were nothing, as compared to the huge business in 
peoane selling Nathaniel Wade has been doing in Cloutierville all 
during the season. 

As soon as Nathaniel Wade went to Jail, T. Frere DeLouohe 
immediately bailed him out, and expresses his opposition to doing 
snyth : ng £tout the folks on Melrose who sold the peoanes to Wade. 

Of course, if Nathaniel Wade can be kept out of Jail, it will be 
more difficult to convict those who sold their peoanes from Melrose 
to him, • unless they confess. And so you have the same old, 
old Soeotacle of a white trash stirring up the negro, to get him to 
pull the white soally-wag*s ohestnuts out of the fire , and the devil 
help the poor negroes who get caught, and the white man goes free. 

. . . * * * . * . ■ f . T 

J. H« , at the moment , is not well, but remains up until 
the present in quite an adamant state. I could readily set him 
straight about the Cloutierville leak of peoanes.which he doesn't- 
suspect, but the Henrys ar.e not people to who$ you can tell 
thing in confidence', and so I shall have to let him fin that 
out for himself. Curious, curious, curious. 

A telephone' from Dan Henry says he gets a th: ee day furlough 
tomorrow, so he will be here toncerow evening, remaining until 
Sunday, I believe, when hd returns to the hospital. I suppose 
Mr. Baohelier will i eraain until Friday, and I an wondering if 
la belle Sssae Mae will oome back to Louisiana via Melrose on 
Saturday, when Mr. Charles is expeoted from New Orleans* It 

sounds like a fairly busy week end, doesn't it...... 

And aga n my thanks for your grand Saturday letter and my 

whole hearted approval of your handling of the Nadine bus ness, and 

together we shail perhaps acue her dark days a little lighter. 

I think it will be an energy, if not a devotion, ever so well invested.. 


November 8th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

mv *, VIX * '• W' i* * v A'!',* 1 (3V4."- v » 0/ 

Again, - and contrary to custom, - I pen you theBe lines 
at night, what with.the fairly full days that begin unrolling 
before dawn. . . w . 

At six this morning a couple of friends oalled at 
that hoar, - one for advise on some mscxii mtrital difficulty 
and the other in regard to making a decision in reference to 
remaining in the oountry or going to live in some oity, following 
the harvesting of the ootton orop. 

. Brother arrived for his les; on a little before 7. The 
day before I had taught him the first stanza of a Mother Goose 
rhymn# He told me he had recited it to- his papa last nigh-t, 
and papa had never heard At before but he sure did like it, and 
he learned it, too. I usually urge Brother to tell hfs papa 
what he- learns at enoh lessen, so that he will review it for 
himself without knowing it. 

I shalll take up your time by indicating the rhymn I thought 
I had taught him, and what he. reoited baok to me after the 24 
hour lapse, and i think there was something to be said for 
his own rendition: 

My version: . 

i ’• ■' - J > * ■ ’• .• s 

Sing a song of sixpence, a pooket full of rye,; 

Four and twenty blackbirds, baked in a pie. 

When the pie was opened, the bird began to sing. 

Wasn't that a dainty dish to set before the King? 

And here is Brother's Cane River interpretation: 

Sing a son of six pins, a pocket full of rye 
Four and twenty blaok birds, baked in a pie. 

When dat pie was open all dem old birds commenced a-slngin'. 

Now $int dat a dirty dish to set before a King?. 

So rauoh for Brother, and tomorrow we shall see what he 
makes out of the second verse along nfcout 7 tomorrow morning. 
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As Brother left, - breakfast had come during the lessen, and 
we had tasted the hot chocolate together, Hr* Baohelier arrived* 
ne .told me many interesting things in a rage that covered a 
whole flock of subjects from the Pyramids to Atomic Energy, - and 
our sitting- was terminated only by the arrival of San Peace, 
who wanted to speak of a new problem that had arisen for him, 
his niece having Just passed away* You may recall her identity 
for I think I have mentioned hfer name, Evalina (Toots) Easely. 

J 9 L* * / *19 ** ill li Cl 1 L 9 * l i *j J ' ' 1C 1 » . h 

At the post office, shortly after Sam had left, Bill Hinton 
told me> that Celeste had aom.e home from ^outh Louisiana last 
night and wished to see me for a moment. I passed by, and 
found her in good form. In Hew J-beria, she said, Harnett 
kane had given a lecture during the past week, but that she had 
not attended, having gone to «ew Orleans that day. m he next day 
she heard the g hoBt, - overheard Kane’s host, I should, have said, 
remark to his wife that he didn't mind's Qane'e visit so much 
but he did, think it a little out of line that Kane should have 
charged his laundry bill to those who entertained him. Hee-owJ 

And so.-to the big house, and a quick run through the mail, 
with only ti e to run through the enclosed letter from Miss 
Robina* Then Dr* and Mrs. Xnipmayer arrived. Dr. Khipmayer 
spoke off a beautiful old, old rose bush, - a marvelous deep 
yellow rose, that he had admired a few minutes, before arriving 
here* it is growing in the* ancient, yard of Agallza Sarpi, 
o"’ the distinguished mulatto family by. that name. Agaliza, or 
ralliher Agalise, is hopelessly stricken with paralysis, tut 
may live for e metime* He says she would be delighted to.send 
us outtings from the marvelous rose, and so next, week I shall 
planting cuttings for eventual transplanting at Arentoiirg* Don't 
you think so? 

The Knipnayers departing, the dinner bell ran, and the 
Madam ate upstairs, as she usually does for her noon raeaih, 
while Hr. Baohelier;, Eugene Latespere and. Joe Soruggs and I 
held down the taohelor.'s board* 

• . +1 . C * ' 4 I 'J i f. v i " *■»'* I . - *\\ i 

Aft r dinner, we had coffee with the Madam, and then I 

wanted to sicip down to slemenoe's with the new supply of paper 
which arrived in :the post from Dora* Mr* Baohelier wanted to 
walk with me* 

I found Cl erne nc.e as gay as a orioket, and while Mr. Baohelier 
was looking over peoane trees outside, Cleuenoe showed me a couple 
of new masterpieces that were results of a recent trip to 
Natchitoches. She has struck off a couple of somewhat curious 
items of "The Good Darkie", - that statue in town, which is 
pret.ty terrible as a statue but alright so far as a step for¬ 
ward in racial relations goes. I think she is going to try her 
hand again. She told me that she had been to town twioe 


in Che Southern Historical Collection, 
IR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1473 


to see my dentist. She is having some extractions made and 
shortly she plans to have a new "rack" or possibly "Wrack”,- 
whioh is what the looal darkies call a plate for arti-icial ,eeth* 

In connection with.the dental department, I must say, it is 
quite charming that many of them refer to the plural of tooth 
as "toofies" I recall so distinctly how strenuously I attempted 
covering up my puzzled mental situation when first i learned o r 
these peculiarities. I was talking to Zelma, Puny b wife, and 
Zelma is a graduate from a colored college in Baton Rouge, when 
she confided to me: "I ain't seen you is such a long time, and sinoe 
then, I've been having a lot of misery with my toofies and so 
I Jus 1 decided I'd be done with 'em all and so 1 done got 
me a brand new raokl " 

i. Leaving Clemenoe's, Mr* Baohelier wanted to walk along 
the spillway bayou, in the general direction of Little River. 

It was pleasant, a warm wnd hlowing and the sky overcast with 
clouds, it sprinkled a little before we got home. 

Impressed by the spillway section of some 14 acres, which 
you may recall Dora has spoken of as a desireable pieoe o^ land, 

Mr * Bachslier thought 1 should, negotiate with Regis He .oyer s 
mother for the piece* i know why nr* Baohelier likes it, - 
it i fertile land and has plenty of pecane trees on it* hr* 
3aohelier .thought one could .net about § 600 .oG a year on the pecanes. 

I told him I thought Celine's 40 acre track, slAp _ 
across the river £rom Arenbourg would be a better buy. «e dis¬ 
cussed that lay out a,t. JL.ejigth. # . Efi suggested that I have a 
talk with Oeline, asking her if she would care to s’ell* He 
says he thinks I ought to have it, or some other plot on 
cane River in this region, he says that he can readily borrow 
the money from the bank for me, although at the moment he has 
no cash* 

It oertainly is kind of him to offer to assist in the matter, 
but I oan't think of any reason why I should acquire any land 
through suoh a proceedure until & oircumstanoes provide funds to 
operate such a tract to financial advantage* 

Possibly Ur. Baohelier feels I could sell such a pieoe of 
land advantageously, - and 1 am quite sure I could. People 
from all around the ^outh w eBt, and especially Texas, are for¬ 
ever trying to acquire a slice of land on Cane River, but to no 
avail, since the Hertzogs, Cohens, Henrys, Comptons and Jones 
are forever acquiring odd small strips ever before the 
outside world knows those pieoes are for Bale* And the 
Purdhommes, further up the river, never do sell. 
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"'Anjoyin the confidence of the prospective disposer of 
property is the 'trick, I think, although the individual snail 
traots grow less and less numerous eaoh year. It is possible 
that some turn over in such a piece of property might he 
executed quite advantageously soneti .e, but i certainly don't 
want to secure Celine's 40 acre tract , and plant a hunk of 
old, tig hatted Texas, slap apross the river from the terraoe 
of Arenbourg. 

Well, we shall see what gradually unrolls as the season 
progresses. 

Sack home at 3:30, I worked on a number of odds and ends 
on thio keyboard, and then flew to supper, with Dan Henry having 
arrived ftrora the hospital for his three day leave. He seems in 
excellent fora and manages to get along alright.with the use of 
tut a single artt, the other still heavily enoased in some 
vast to-do. 


following supppr, - and if was 'dark, we all sat with the 
Madam in the upper chamber, J« H. Joining us. we talked 
of everything in the world, - save what I wanted to hear nost,- 
the latest twist in the case of the peoane poachers. I shall 
have to learn that oh the morrow, - or later tonight, for 
i think 1 shall take to the road, although it is starless tonight, 
for i need sours fresh air and an oppo tunity to think atout a heap 
of things’for planting at Arentourg, And of one who provided so 
much for it. Including a name....... 







, November 9th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

Night, and I resume our little conversations, for 
. it has teen another busy day, and tomorrow bids fair to be like¬ 
wise. 

Hirst off, I reckon you would like to hear how Brother 
made out with the second pt^rt of the Mother Goose rhynn, which 
in the original runs thus? 

The King was in the Counting House, counting out his money. 

The Queen was in the parlour, eating trpad and honey. 

The maid was in the garden, hanging out clothes, 

When along came a blackbird, and snipped off her nose. 

. Brother attached the piece this morning with moderation, 
tut it was evident he was working pp to a oresoendo. Here's 
the 'way he did it: . , : 

The King was in his Counting House a-oountin' out his money. 

The Queen was in-her parlour-house, a-eatin' tread and honey, 

A man was in the garden, hanging up his olothes 
When one of them tig old black trids oame along and 

snipped his nose sssoslap off. 

» J J , J* Ot> * •:» .. * s , » , i \ X 

Puncktl o ’" , ■■ ■ hi 

Well, yesterday was like today and today like yesterday, 
except there was mail, including one pieoe that pleased me 
no end. It tore a Wednesday date line, and I do hope everything 
went well to make the balance of the week profitable for all 
concerned,with conventions. 

I had ap arm full of, second class mail when I went to 
the tig house, and a scattering*of cards and letters for 
the Madam # The first card I handed her was something of 
a surprise, although we,had some confusion getting to lpok at 
the mail, what with Orleia and Clemenoe working about in 
, the Madam'8 room. But finally we got to the card, addressed to 
the uadan, and she began reading, after looking at the 
signature, - "Mrs. Will Lake". The oard read, astonishingly 
enough, somewhat like this: "Just made.a 600 mile round trip 
from ffort Worth to ? wood to,view the paintings of 
Clemenoe Hunter. Have wlfed Hr. Pipes, asking if.we can have 
a showing of her things in ?ort worth regardless.* 

Did I fall out of ray chair. Did Clemenoe's perreque slip 
off side ways? - And then, said the Madam, still confused.by 
the doings going on around her; "what does that Lake woman mean? 

Wmmn <» Sfllis some painter bv th» no*. Mf OkKuiwiot 


I 
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And briskly I slipped the next letter or oard to her, 
and got very much Interested in the contents of it* Then 
came a nice letter from Mr. *ipes to her, and we went through 
that, and then My. Baohelier cane in, and somehow in the 
exoitement, the mail spilled on the floor, and somehow the first 
postcard found its way into my pooket, and from there on out, 
the whole business was oo..pletely forgotten and it never dawned 
on the Madam the the artist* of whom she had never heard was 
maxing strange faoes in my direotiOn, and eaoh of us were 
silently congratulating the other on the good luck that the 
synchronization department works no tetter than it does at times. 

I enclose a letter from Dora which also arrived in the 
same mail. It speaks for Itself. I shall respond, recommending 
that he .write la Haygood iromedlately, asking that a 
form be sent to the following address: » 

Glemenoe Hunter, - • : , ! 

oare of Eranoois Mignon, 1 , '* • • 1 . i:x . 

Melrose, Louisiana* ^ .i ■ a ' 1 -' L ■ 

.soon *t9.d Ilo iria has "bxltLoaM & 9ar.o yiole add. 

Then I shall ask Bill Hinton to hand me any incoming mall 
thus addressed. Dora can make out and file the application. 

In the event a grant is m^de, the checks will come in the 
same fashion, as indicated above. The oheoksioan then been 
deposited in some local bank, and Clemenoe will have an egg, - 
a nest egg, that will last her nuoh beyond the year’s 
time that the several checks.are made to cover* 

7 • • • • • . * * # * ~ . * ‘ ‘ * 

The only reference I have to the Haygood suggestion is her 
dumbness in suggestion that ttarnett Kane should be mixed up 
in any o* this. As for Mrs. George Stearn, I could her out. 

I have entre alright with her, as she is the one who sponsored, 
and paid for the printing of Caroline Dormon’s book, but she 
is.more or less a typioal Club woman, I believe, and I shall 
approach the matter of Louisiana showings, of the masterpieoes 
th ough Borne other channel. * * 

I enjoyed your nioe, nice letter in every deatil, and 
perhaps the nicest part was your account of your Yonker’s trip, and 
your browsing about with Daisey, whom, I feel sure, greatly 
relished the whole business. And mya I congratulate you on 
your finding of the Baedeker’s Northern Germany and Southern 
Germany. Those are two wonderful finds, and perhaps.the most 
important ones in the whole oolleotion we are establishing. 

For the material in those will, in so many regrettable instances, 
never be printed again, and many of the hstorio places and 
things will only be remembered in*times to come through their 
listings in those pages. I reckon one on the Low Countries 
should be acquired, - if possible, - and on* on the British Isles,- 
or on England, and probably one-on Italy _ for* those items, 

I assume, represent the lands that were Aoet heavily devastated, 
and are therefore likely never to be detailed in print again, - 
at least, hot the things- that have thus vanished forever from the 

earth* • • 


November 12th, 1946. 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 

Thanks for a perfectly grand letter, by air., in Saturday’s 

post. 

I wanted to respond immediately, but Saturday and_ und^y 
were sb filled with little .odds and ends that I never diq get 

within reach of this machine. , 

iffcbt/n: f'.i f'ngZn sofviTe.t f a fJ .■'isfvto .si ,exr. Jist:. - r,p 

No week end visitors arrived, so I imagine perhaps 
- the Book .pair crowd returned to New Orleans and Baton rouge 

direct. •' 

Mr. Bachelier got off for Little River, about noon. 

I think I have s- id before that he lives two miles up Little 
River from the Clouteirville area, - I imagine his place would 
be Just to the East of Magnolia., although I don’t recall if the 
matp of-that afea shows his location. 

I got things pretty well in order so as to hear about 
The American frontier at the usual time on Sunday, and I 
got half way through the t ing when some pilgrims came, and 
I missed-the balance of the program. But what 1 heard, I 
liked, and, if memory serves, I think I have discussed the 
influence of the frontier on Amerioan character in other 
epistles.. By the way, in using that word,,I an impelled to 
ask if you-h ve heard that old saw: - The school boy, when 
mcx asxed the meaning of the word, epistle, said ±± that 
an epistle was the wife of,an apostle. 

J. H» drove to Monroe, La., on Sunday afternoon, to 
oatdh a train for Washington* and Dan asked me to ride with him 
to Canp Polk, where he had to return, following his three day 
leave*- One goes -to uanp Polk, near Leesville, via Derry, and 
straight west, through Gorham, and the somewhat desolate 
hill country, most of which has long sice been denuded by 
lumber companies. We dropped Celeste at Magnolia on the 
way over, and pioked her iip. coming home. 

Eugahou came ta see me on nunday, and we did a little 
planning for Arenbourg. Eugabou says that Clarence Compton ru.s 
■i-'an excellent ”outfit." that is attatchert f to a tractor whloh 
will grertly -facilitate the lake digging business, and . 

^ugabou thinks that with his tractor, - Euga oufs and with 
Ezra’s, - they are both plantation machines, of course, we 
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oan dig "us-es" a pretty lake in a jiffy. 
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Of course, it isn't going to te a lake at all, tat rather 
just a good sized pond, tut it will te tig enough, I hope, 
to mirror the eventual little houses, and the tlooming 
magnolias and pears when a few more springs roll 'round. 

On the acoompany sheet, you will notioe one of my 
inimitatle maps. • The proportions are curious, as is the 
map itself, tut it reoalls the layout, and indicates the adjoining 
properties. Eventurally, in years to come, we might purchase 
the tiny piece, now telonging to Alfred Llorenz, as the only 
important part of his holdings lie on the Blast side of the Bermuda 
Road. As for "Tonsie's property, I am hoping that one day we 
may seoure a Hundred feet or so, lying along the margin 
of the tiver, running directly South from atout where the 
little crosses are, in order that the terrace night te further 
extended. Those little grosses, t the way, indicate a proposed 
hedge to cut off the main hou. e at Arentourg, - the terrace, etc., 
from the other unit, centering atout the proposed l*|k«» 

I reckon that hedge will eventually te extended along the 
drive leaing into the property, going out as far as the 
Bermuda road ‘ • , f -• v.v: ; .: .• .• 

One nice thing atout such a lay-out is the fact that 
the one unit can teen quite separate from the other, entirely 
cut off at will, although so close that ty merely stepping through 
a gate in the hedge one can step into quite a different type 
of soene 

‘i t u - flj'iQi. no i?* j A j, * rr* Cvrlt 'iv r *■ [ i 

. I r m afaraid I talk to endlessly of Arentourg, androu 
will forgive me, a hope, for fhe endless way I detail the 
anticapatory doings. But I do like to share this with you 
from day to- day,,as things unfold, fpr after all,.it does represent 
a foundation on whioh-qlte a framework of happiness oan te tuilt* 
,9iteic y » ,r.:. 9 (a * 0 • t - 

The we ther continues warm, and t anks to some heavy 
r&ins on Friday and Saturday, there will te little cotton picked 
today, in o onsequenoe, I am going tq try for another visit 
to Mme. Autin-BoQkque's this morning, and if there aren’t 
too ma y people atout, we may have some success in torrowing 
some nice ante tellum hardware, - hinges, looks, eto«, and 
a Small slave-made arraOir. . .► 

If I oan lay hands on them, i shall enclose letters from 
Mrs. Brandon and Paula parlange, neither of which are especially 
interesting, tut whioh l thought you might oare to glance 
through, if you have done so arleady, and destroyed the snme, 
it is alright, if you hav not, however, and could find it 
convenient to return the rarlange one,-* - if i find it to send, - 
i shall .file it* Shall skip for the moment, and much more 
on the mor'row, i tru^t, when i shall get caught up with a 
lot of things that h ve taken tip too muoh tiiaa during these 
past few days. 
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—Rodent er 13th, 1946. 


1 1 


Itembranduin to Clipping Servioe: 


jrrom the traoings, you will gather that i rounded up 
somj slavje-made hardware at Madame Autin's yesterday. 

The one at the left is the hook, attached to the inside 
of bne of the double doors, with this foot long object going 

_ j.. i-L _ .11 J A ■? o A A A evi nno Q 




aorbss to the other door, - both on the inside, when one wishes 
to keep the doOrs fastened shut* I think it_a nioe piece. 


' The item in the upper right hand corner is the old 
hand made! hinge. From its contour, you may readily see 
hofrTthe s'harp point is driven into the door casing, and with 
an accorapjanyinj one, how the old, foot long iron hinges, are 
attached 'to the same. 

1 didn't get very far in the furniture department, 
although J. did bring home a couple of armoirs, but not 
of muoh interest. One was hand made, but rather mediocre. 
xhe T other' is merely a convenient piece of furnitu? e to put 
thingB in'. I also b ought along a rather non-descript 
dressing table, of no particular interest and a orude old 
bench, strong but purely utilitarian. 

There was also a little trunk, something in the nature 
of A child's trunk, and while that is of no great value, - 
I presume it was contrived a out 1870, it is qui^e fise-.nl 
to dtore manuscripts in, - or some such. 

The hardware department, however, pleased me very much, 
in all this comprises three sets of solid items, - one set of 
blinds and two sets of doors, complete with all'their an,e bel urn 
accoutrements, - that is to say, the hinges and iron pegs on which 
they 'spring, together with the fine old hooks. 


i 
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The set of blinds is at out 5 feet in height; one of 
the sets of doors atout 7 feet; the other atout 8 feet, 
in all oases the slave made hardware is perfect for the 
atmospehere that will ottain at Arentourg, and while one or 
two new hoards will have to te substituted in the case o^ one 
set of the doors, that can te accomplished very readily, 
so that l feel the treasures thus rescued fron de ctruction were 
items that well merited saving* 


There was scant in-coming mail yesterday, although 
the karlange inventory of 1842 did arrive, and appears to 
cover atout 15 pages of single spaaed typewritten material. 

What vith being in the road, l had no opportunity to run 
through the inventory, tut i am quite sure it is going to 
te very instructive and very entertaining at the Same time, 
for it is so arran ed, as was so often done in earler times, 
so that the various person-1 belongings, - in fact, everything 
is listed, not in groups, representing, say all the chairs or 
all the tables in the house, - tut rather each individual 
item in the house is listed, _rooj 2 Lty room, xhat of course, 
jaf_f a . i each room's furnishings. And 

in this case, the various slaves, - protatly not found in the 
rooms, are also listed in some detail, including their names, 
a feature which always appeals ever so strongly to me. 

i had a short chat with aill nihton at the store on 
ray return from nme. Autin-Rooque’s. ’ He thought the little 
lake or pond idea was swell, and says he is sure that Fugatou 
knd Ezra could turn the triok easily within a week. He 
further told me that a little later, so he understood, some 
well known company is triaging out a first rate pump and tank, 
designed for,use in such rural localities as this one, and that 
a representative has promised him a pump and tank for 
something around $50*00. He says that next year he will keep 
me in mind, when this offer becomes a reality, and that will 
te nice, for that will guarantee our water supply from there 
on out, - not only for domestic uses tut for the gardens as 

well. . 4. ; » • > \ 

So the plans for Arentourg formulate themselves, and 
one tit of historic building i$ incorporated into the whole 
establishment-, and' the, practical goe$ hand in hand with the 
artistic'. / 


One nice thing atput things like the j?ump, etc, 
these things, if seoured through the store, can te purchased 
at wholesale prices, and with the store paying the tills, 
the charges oan run to suit the convenience of the purchaser. 
Naturally, with the account in talanoe, I intend to keep it 
in that situation, tut it is good to know that in oase something 
advantageous oould te seoured at a particular time, it oan always 
te managed. - I write all this in something of a rush, ns 


1 • 
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November 14th, 1945. 


Memorandum to 'lipping Service: 

• • . I ' . . . . 

Yesterday ’b trains were late, and so the postman 
brought only what he had on hand fron the night before. In 
consequence, we received only second o:ass nail, and that 
included the nice copy of .Life, which I Have enjoyed turning 
through ever so much. I shall catch up with my reader 
in a day or two, and digest some of the printed or.tieral, as 
well as the dipping which is included in the copy of Life. 

There were so many things in the issue, - the devastation of 
the atomic torat, - a photo or two from that city in Japan where 
Dr. Miller once lived; the Poosevelt Hideaway, etc., etc. 

I was enchanted with the reproductions of the paintings in color, 
too, and I must draw Clemence's attention to the one of the 
lady of oolor, dressed in white and ououpying a seat orf a white 
iron tench. I thought that very striking, and I think it nay 
inspire our girl friend to do something along parallel lines. 

And speaking of the girl friend, recalls the possibility 
of a grant, and that makes me want to talk with you as to the 
test method of handling that business, - especially if the 
grant should te made. 

Since she does not write, I have suggested to Dora that 
he have the application sent her, in care of me, • I shall 
advise the clerk to hand me such mail, - thus addressed, and 
forward the application to Dora to .te filled out. S ioji 
applications have to te signed ty the applicant, and I am wonder¬ 
ing if it is test to sign for herewith the notation of 

- Her Hark", or if it would te tetter just to sign her name 
for her. 

In the event of sucoess, i believe there is an affidavit to 
te signed, which I should prefer not to have done ty J. F. 

And then will come the monthly cheoks, and I am not sure how it 
would te t st to have t oce handled. I have a feeliijg that 
it would te tetter for either Dora or me to handle those, 
since we can protatly spread them in suoh a manner as to work 
to her greate t advantage, although I shall of course not 
think of doing that, without receiving her approval. 


I 
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I am inclined to think that a portion of the money night 
well te spent to arrange a cabin comfortably for her on 
Arentourg. I think she would like that very much, tut there 
are so many con iderations involved, that I realty would 
love to died'iss* the natter with someone tefore making the ..irnt 
move. The first move, of course, will determine a whole 
train of subsequent ones, and so I want to think -he t ing 
through to the ultim-ite tefore embarking on the firs . step. 

I shall turn the thing over in my blind a tit, and confide in you 
further in relation to this problem. 

Although the applications are supposed to te in prior to 
January 1st, the grants, you will' reoall, are not announced 
until April or Hay. in the mean time, the catin i have in 
mind for olemence, which is on a segment of property adjoining, tut 
not act rally on Arentourg, will te let for the year. I do 
not propose to take that on the assumption that a grant ri. te 
made * And yet, if things turn as they nay, it would te o. .he 
gr atest advantage 'to Glemenoe to te situated there, and lx 
that catin is to te taken, it must te spoken for tefore the 1st of 

the y ar'. : * 

9 * *“ • » ” . 

Well, I apologize for rambling along at such a great 
rate on something which cannot very well offer a topic o^ 
conversation, and yet just my bringing up these points in 
tal ing to you, they somehow seem to become more transparent. 

We shall eventually see what we shall see. 

I made a round o 4 ’ the magnolias in the Melrose front 
garden ye terday. I find the layers are doing nicely and 
may te out now. I don’t know if you are attainted with 
layers, ^ay I tell you about them. 

when the lints of the trees grow so low that they touch 
the ground, one scrapes the tark from the lint at the point 
of its oontaot with the earth* Then a rock is put .on .he . int <■-. 
that poin}; and dirt covering the whole business i£ pushed up. 

One usually leaves from two to .four feet of the extreme 

end of the branch to run free along the ground. .'•There the - 

t■ rk has teen scraped, and covered with earth, roots begin putting 

out, while the limb itself continues to te ted in p-*rt t .he 

main tree, when roos are well established, - after about 

6 moths to a y< nr, the branch is cut away, at the point between 

the tree and the spot where it enters the ground, where the new roos 

are forming. Thus is the layer made, and a new tree, independent 
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’orn q v,^ .. • -., u " , = D oh us formed, will 


form 
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larger specimens in the Alexandria area with Mrs. Rand one of these 
days. These larger ones, - if located, will form the 
primary line, and the Melrose layers the secondary. 

i, j . * ? * ’ r> ; i i f :>~ r . n # • h i v j {• *, j . • * i * 

I have done thi sort of thing quite successfully with 
Chinese magnolias and with gardenias in tines gone bye and 
some of the layers from the tetter gardenia tushes, will form 
a nucelus for the Arentourg collection. I made perhaps a half dozen 
layers of a-very nice gardenia, - tut very small they were, - 
perhaps 6 inches. But ty coddling them along at little at 
the start, these are now three feet tall, and just right ■•’or 
moving at this time. I think I shall te able to pick them up 
with plenty of dirt around them, and I am hoping to get them 
transplanted at Arentourg ty February at the la tit, in which 
O'Se, they will never k ow they have teen moved; and will 
bloom madly along about May. 


Yesterday Bill Hinton told me that "Fonsie" Metover is 
planning to tuy himself a traotor this year, and that* was 
good news to me* At the moment, "Fonsie" uses mules to 
plough his 4G acres, keeping-the mules on the river tank 
a .Little south of ^ncle Ropr-stone's catin. TUth the purchase 
o„ the tractor, "Fonsie" will have no further use for his 
mules, so that another obstacle will be removed, - with only 
Jnole Door-stone remaining. A tractor cannot run up too olose 
the margin of the river, and so, eventually, we may te able to 
get the river tank, some hundred or two feet wide, running 
althe the way from Alfred -Llorenz on ^outh through "Fonsie"^ 
entire holdings. That isn‘t at all necessary for the general 
scheme of things, tut ±± it would afford an additional promenade 
and double the length of the magnolia allee, eventually.* 


to 


On the home front, everything rock s along much as usual. 
m he Madam seems to te in pretty good spirits, and talks perpetual}y 
about me getting to planting. She continues to cone down stairs 
for supper, tut only then, and returns to the seoond floor 
imme lately afterward. She finds it difficult to do muoh 
leaning over, - such as picking up something from the floor, - 
since such a position eems to give her "a swimrain' in the head". 
Deith r she nor her children seem to te able to j elax without 
considerable fulmination against Fate, tut oiroumstanoes a^e 
forcing her to slow up considerably. 






» 
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Yesterday the Bookmobile came by, wrien 1 ohanced to 
te at the store,.'.and 1 chatted with the ladies in charge. 

Although in the type of business they are in, neither of then 
seemed to know when Aane. was scheduled to speak, in-Hnthoitoohes. 
Paynie said on Sunday that he i: to apeak in Alexandria -today, 
today being Wednesday, so i o pposeChe is likely, to be passing 
this way momentarily. Instructions;- however, have teen quite 
explicit, - sent ’rora the tig house to the store, that he is to 
be whisked along, should be pop by unannounced. 

Curiously eno gh,. until mentioning the -Bookmobile, 

1 had never thought of it in., regards to Arenbourg. In that 
Institution, we find a traveling library passing by our door 
every Tuesday, and we can readily telepohone for books ahead of 
time, if we wish a "uesday delivery on a Monday morning desirarata 
It is usually a gay gal or twp that makes the rounds of the 
Parish, and Celeste usually has then in for coffee when they 
reach Melrose. We shall be a little further up the road, and so 
will have an edge of the coffee diepensing proposition, when 
things are established, - and through the services of that 
organization we shall not only have our literary amts coming 
to our door, but we shall have the news of the latest town 
wrinkles spread put before us as we sip our mid norning coffee 
on the terraoe. Must skip now.. 


November 15 th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

t • * ' * 1 ■ 

You will infer, from the enclosed., that T>ora doesn't care 
much for the forth-coning dumbo ?a Ya. 

Frankly,' I an not much surprised. Lyle said to me s xie tine 
ago that it was going to 'make a lot of people mad.' ’Apparantly it 
is alVehdy fulfilling the prediction. 

At the sane tine,' i an wandering why Houghton Mifflin decided not 
to include the chapter onf Voo-doo-ism, so that from that rejected 
section of the manuscript, Mr. Tallent could fashion an entire book 
by itself. If that section may have been too hot even for' Houghton 
Mifflin, then surely naomil'lan could .scarcely have welcomed it, - and 
if too tame, it would seen they would likewise have rejected* it. 

The so-called Tallent* thing is scheduled for early 1946, and 
we shall see what happens when it makes its bow. 

* *. • ’ » • # * **••'-•* v 4 ' A • V*' ■ * ' % 

Although we had a frost last night, - and one, I fear that 
may cook the banana 'leaves, the days c ntinue bright and fair. 

1 am hoping the Miss i'amsey nay be able to oarry out her tentative 
play to get here abqut the 16th, - I think that was the date she 
mentioned, - but 1 fear the frost on the nigh of the l4th-15th, 
may well h ve spoiled a couple of shots that I had hoped foi*. 

But the gin is still going ful tiit, and tftit will afford 'some 
important items, and nay she gat here before that number 
ceases to function for this season. 

I was talking with some surveyoers yeaterday. They were 
jut t completing An over-all for a new highway between Montrose 
and Melrose. "hat highway was, a- until last yar, a Parish 
thoroughfare, "he JTenrys got, it transferred to the State, and 
accord ngly it will be considerably improved, raised above the 
level of the yearly high water level of Spring, and surfaced with 
something that will eliminate the annual autumnal mud. "he * 
surveyors tell me that, the blueprints call for the rowft to be 
run straight from Montrose to Melrose, and the b lildlng of 
a new bridge over cane river. I am so accustomed to the old 
one that I shall rogret its replacement by some kind of a fine 
structure. It is quite possible, however, that the new bridge will 
not be seen from the terrj-aoe at Arenbourg, since the straightening 
of the road may place the bridge a little south of its present 
situation, and that may elminate it entirely from view, so far as 
we aie concerned. Perhaps that is Just as well, should the new 
one turn out to be of too super-duper design, - and the plain surffioe 


il 
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of the river oannot me muoh improved by any contraption of the 
State's Engineering Department. One curious thin the new road 
is going to do: - it will run slap through the middle of the 
present weir os e garage, which, i suppose, means that the garage 
is going to eventually be moved a little ,- one way or the other. 


nhat with it being so "air-ish", as the darkies say, when 
they mean it is chilly, I seem to have lots more early morning 
visitors, with letters to te written on natters of insurance, 
purchases, invitations to visit and some straight out epistles 
of couttship. I am always del ighted to tslfe oare of these 
little matters, and doutly so for ‘those who can neither read nor 
write. But what with too many of them in a single, morning, plus 
Brother on my hands, - and often b'efore sun up, I find ‘these 
visitations somewhat deadly in the matter of ray own correspondence. 

it is a very inte eating inclination to note, - and may 
the same tendency .maintain itself a decade hence: - Brother tends 
more and more toward s^uirnming about'in-"his chair, as our studies 
become a. little .tore difficilt. To my surprise, he can think of 
more things he would ask if he pun do for me, - and I must say 
i think i’t is more the novelty of this household and a desire to te 

engaged ‘in manual employmentei.t than ar.ything else.* 

* •'»'»*" * » ’ ' * 

This morning we did’ some arithnr tic, tut we didn't get very 
far. Breakfast had come soraeti e after Brother's arrival, and 
while I had a cup of 'chocolate, brother had one too, plus a cduple 
of slices 'of toast, for which he had manifested a desii e for in 
a iuol t cir.aitous fashion* \fter walking a mile in this crisp 
morning air, i reckon'he must'have come by his iipp^tite hohestly 
enough, - an$.J[ was delighted that he could have the toast rather 
than the oa’ts, who usually get it. R.u,t no sooner had we got to 
going good’ in the mathematical department, than .Brother said 
he would love to wash the dishes, in; tend of leaving then 
for Aurelia.. I consented, and wrote* a couple or** letters on 
the sufcjeo. of los t, persons, addressed to the Red Gross, on b<?half 
of two early morning visitors, We got tack into the direction o-° 

Einstein, bu.t Brother, in the midst of things, observed that he 
sure would like to shli;e ny shoes. I conceded they neede shrining, - 
not so much for, themselves , as for something ty which Brother con? d 
busy hi/- hand8. 1 think v am going to give Brother a Tittle . 

education, tut .not uoh, I fear. But if he learns how to do a 
few things well, in* the mhnil&l departiient, thn^ gaining, will f erhaps 
te as much to his'advantage as the .more fdrraal ' things in the mental 
department. */' ' 11 ;. 

J • - w ' v j ‘. ... • i ’ • ; ,1 V/. ; * J * * - * > ' OTw * 1 L !. "A -« \ . 

Of col se, the whole thing is going to end up by me learning 
more from Brother than brother' wilJL earn, from me, .and so instead of 
worrying top much ;spoilt 'his tfental deveT -p.ement, perhaps I would 
do well to look to my own, with a faint hope of keeping up with 
him. 

• *4 ‘ * } —»'V • • ‘ * " U ‘ V ‘ * J ***„**■- • - l • • 

-f ... 0 % 1 -t ;» s-f . ! -mV, fp , (y \ f * if 

I walked along the Bwr'raudn Kord In "trie moonlight last night. 

It looked awfully limited in space. After all this, 1 am wandering 
if our little lake will turn out .lust a puddle. 
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November 16th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipiiing Service: . 

To hand your nice report of Monday, and I conjure up in 
my iiggination as best I can what a feathered perrucjue, without 
the plumage of a bird, might look like. But I am '.are it i 
nice. ' . 

Rather inclined toward the old fashioned side, I always 
maintain a'mental imagine of the style with the knot at the 
baok, not unlike Ann Harding as she once appeared in Holiday. 

And speaking of that Lady, - if ^eraoray serves, she is to appear on 
the Lux Radio program on this coming Monday night, - the 19th,- 
if I remenher correotly. You may be sure I sh 31 be well tuned 
in, and practically all ears. 

A,e a matter of fact, I haven.’t heard tell of the lady in ever 
so long, - not since. tha J outrageous husband o^ hers, - one 
Bannister, kidnapped their child, or some such business. 

’Yell, you were quite right in supposing you would put 
me in a dither by dangling something to excite my imagination, 
without giving the slightest hint as to what l should conjure 
up. My. mind flew around and around like a Whirling Dervish, and 
finally’just collapsed completely, tut tjiis morning^ I awaken to 
find it whirling around and around again, so I guess I 
might as well admit that your intention worked exceedingly 
well, and , if I may say :.o, you are something of a bag ’to 
had Bucoeeded so well. 

I appreciate your thoughtfulness in advis ng me as to 
the Gtignan correspondence re ative to the pecanes. I am 
not surprised that you did not find this year s crop unite 
up to usual standards. It seems to be the w same way in all 
sections, and everyone is unable to explain the reason, sinoe 
the season appeared to be ideal for all kinds of vegetation, - but 
perhaps' they thrive Letter under certain ttnusual c onditions. 

Of the situation as regards those who were mixed up 'in the 
''lifting" of the crop, nothing ne.w. ha. 8 developed. All of them 
are out on bail, and most o^ them are currently picking cotton, 
awaiting a December Court, I believe. What with my usual barber. 
Jack, having no yet received his new clippers, I had Rodney 
Payne cut ray hair on Saturday, and aB he is one of those who 
are threatened with a six year term in jail for the doings, I 
was quite interested in his frank discussion o" the affair. 
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alt ough little new light was thrown on the business. n he 
Fenrys were rathe Inclined to eliminate Rodney frora the 
list of the guilty, until Can Brown observed well and a long, 
that Rodney Payne h d always had too ranch money. m hat somehow 
rerao ed Rodney's chancer, '•’or speoial c ansi deration, and I 
think, - in fact, I know, that ^a;n Brown "as merely trying to 
oover his own traces my direot ng attention to t ose of Qthers. 
The Henrys are smart in making money tut pretty dump in the 
more delicate luanifeu tat ions of human relations, and in consequen 
Sam Bro n can pretty easily put things over on them without 
much trouble. 

I appreciate your help in setting me straight on '"he 
Kew York Ti es business, by advising me that you had not 
entered the subscription* in pursuance of at y request from 
this area. I can't imagine how the thing got to going, end the 
Madam continues to think that it might be coming from you, and we 
might just as well let the thing rock along that way, - without 

any reference to the matter either way. 

•\ m ' 'c T til ft- v ' - 1 ; ** ‘ • * '**• ’ 1 * 1 « 

She did not, of course, read ne the obituar of Jerome Kern. 
She is a'headline reader, when it cone to newspapers, - ■nd 
some days she glances ■ t then and some days she doesn't* 

I have heard his death reported on*the radio, but that is 
all. Accordingly I was enchanted to h ve the particulars, as 
mentioned in your letter. I certainly did like many his 
pieces, and especally tho.;e from Show 3oat. I am wondering i- 
he did anything for any o the Ziegfield lollies, '"here is 
a tune they play occasionally from an old, old Hollies, that I 
always liked: "A Pretty Girl Is Like A Melody" which eeeras to 
have been reco. ded by a -"lock of different orche trae, including 
Wayne King and perhaps Reisner, - one of them having quite a 
heavy harp or dual piano business th t was quite lovely. 

"Rose Room", also by N. King, is quite lovely, I think, a. though 
I think Kearn was not the composer Someone once told ne that 
Hilton, - of London, was scheduled to make a Rose Room recording 
but I neve did .hear it, and I know not if it was undertaken 
before the b . 3 2 -bombs rrot to f l.v ink too thick and fast. 


November 17th, 1945 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

The postman, in taking my letter of this morning, wherein 
I referred to the Lux Radio program, brought me one from 
you wherein you mentioned the same thing. I was enchanted. 

As I listened to A Guest In The House on Monday night, 

I realized that somebody must have been catching up. on the 
Grignan situation. I thought the play good, although, either 
through faulty listening or some such, it wasn't c 1 ear to me 
in the final phase of the thing that the old lady in the piece 
had filled up the bag's room with birds, which I concluded she 
. had done just as the play closed. 

f i 

But even as ^ou, the most thrilling news of the whole business 
was thnt Ann Hardin.!- is to do Monday's play, and that will be 
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n loe, and „l 11 protaUy nalte ■'ora *11 out with honwlokn.as. 

I met try to ranei*«r to tell Bora soethlnc elee the 
44 rlCUE of r *he a wttle f Wver <! dw«llers' , who a defiled St. .tupletine's 

55 B aisjsssjr-; 

0t li] 0 e 8 «£t Will^lle^^ho^liveB^next^toHth^Ghuroh, had 
oat tie, that Hi-, x A.uen, n head Qf cftttre> entrusted to 

somehow contrived .o jet 0 * .,,u, q a f« there ^or 

“r^i^ss th^4;:v ~ ^ theTOt< 

nuSS n into the Ohuroh Iteelf. and so eeveral o. the 


a l tlme r '™nd.rln“ KSt 2% the pews. tut eventually the water 
seeped up Into tK. 

Sue S so« P «rf n the calves frolloed around Mitt., water on the 
main floor. Eventually one or two of the qotvs died - s- *P 
on the pulpit”, and people were shocked, and said n b 
would come to Will Allen. 

veil following the flood, Will -lien contrived a 

§g sri-jss •*. 

Allen hone. ■ ( 

_ .. i .v< 1 n mi 1 • q t«iff» I he 1 ieve. was on Little 

Plver^and^fn-waB ln Ih.lr liatohitoohen ho^e with hls^other- 

ip every thlnfl^exoep^wtl^ahd s'l. "ihey telephoned’down here 

X hlv'e Wlll'B wl?i trips up sor.e clothlnc for then, vs they 
had esoaped in their night clotnes oh-y» 

And so, as you may well have anticiapted, tongue are 

and* en^^e he itlelf°for generations. 

Friday saw J. H. return from Washington, and I have 
onlv ta 1 ked with him momentarily since his return. He did cay 
thnt Peahen looks aV’ul, hut is making a very steady cone-hack, 
?>?! +o be up on his feet for 10 or 16 minutes a day now. 
It seems thf t while he was. conferring with General MacArthur 
. tvio PMiininee hist before the collapse of Japan, some kin 
of faulty food was consumed and some sort of oriental. a y»«^ er 7 

BB ir«fc nas^yaj o^if r;; ns 


Joe Henry is scheduled to he out, of the Army after the 
first of the year, • he ran down to Washington '"ron Philadelphia, 
to see J. H.. and this morning kaynie talked .with Dah ty telephone 
in the hospital at Damp Polk, and the cast has teen related from 
Dan's arm, so that he may he able to come to Melrose for 
Thanksgiving. 

7 * ' ' 'w *' j f fct * ri 1 ' l v . • •»•• f • . •*' lv - •, ' ! J w 

From down the road, I learn that a physician is expected from 

someplace,. - West Virginia, possibly, to look at• there^l estate 
in Cloutierville, with a view to purchasing. 0rij$na_-*-y '‘ ie 
house was bought in 1939 for $1,500., acid what with some improve¬ 
ments, is now dn the market at ten thousand, whioh ought to 
represent something of a profit, I s ould think. 

* v. . • • ‘ 

Dr. John Gray and Steele Durden of Baton Rouge, cabled 
this fternoon, hut I slipped out one door'a8 they cane in the 
’other, for I wanted to get along to see Glemenoe, and I 
shall catch them on their next round for a couple o . words 
of advice on Arentourg problems. Steele-Burden has charge ox 
all the gdc landsoaping at i>« S. U., and so he migh , he able jO 
give me a couple of pointers, although I am not sure that 
any of our riroblens are especially in his field. But I shall 
write their mutual friend. Dr. Cotton, for particulars regarding 
"Bogganite", that remarkable 6'tuff that puts a -loor on any old 
lake, pond or puddle, Just ty sprinkling the stuff a round a 
little, - and that may be helpful. 

J. H* brought hone a copy of GUMBO YAYA, tut nobody 
has had a chanoe to do more than glance through the Preface* 

I notice in that that Lyle lists negroes to whom he has 

turned for advise on certain points. He begins the peop.e 

thus named ty oitlng Joseph Gilmore, (hie roan Friday, or oourse, ) 

and eventually gets around to a college president, eto., ln 

the same sentence. Hummmra. I must say that ook is a , ,rac dvey 

rotten up, but I must hold decision until I have read some 

of it, before making any guess about "what the harvest will be . 

A letter to the Madam this morning from Deborah Abramson, 
Miss Culver's Secretary, indicates that la belle Bssae Mae 
wasn't able to get over to Dallas, but Miss Sarah Jones nnd 
la Deborah attended in her place, and the letter says that .yle 
was the center of retraction and got along Just ,.ine. Nothing 
was said about biarnett Kane, - in faot the letter never 
referred to him. In passing, I might observe that it does 
seem a little strange that Gumbo YaYa is floakting around, 
both in Norman, Oklahoma and in Washiggton, D. C., and ye, 
the Madam hasn't received one from Lyle, but perhaps Dallas 
’’done him up", and he will perhaps send one later. 
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I am so glad you mentioned some of the toolcs you have 
in mind to glanoe over, - if .and when opportunity presents itself. 


them at random 
those 17th .and 18th 


It’s nice, just thinking of you glancing through them now 
and then, and how satisfying it's going to he When we get a 
place for. them at Arentourg, and we nay draw on 
to the tetter digest Louisiana, what with . 

century tack-drops, and in lots of instances, just ..or the 
sheer joy of sharing those treasures together. Prom where I 
sit it looks to me as though the vestiges o_ the last half 
of the 18th and the first half of the 19th centuries are 
lixely to linger longer .on the tanks of uarie h iyer 
any other place I can think of at the moment. And how p 

r .to be to share together the human side and the 


than almost 
1easant 


it is goin 


cultural records, as the great magnolias unfold their viory 


air, as 
on 


lamps and the butterfly liles perfume the twilight 
a million stars from the r.ilk Way get all tangled up 
the surface of the river, just below our own'little terrace, - 
• nd the rest of the world, save a few kindred souls, go whizzing 
right slap on tye..«»»» . 


■ 
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Uovemte 20 th, 1^45* 


memorandum to Clipping Service: 


It was a tuny we.ek end.^ 


To begin with, - and that isn't important, one pronounoes the 
name Haupt precisely as though it were spellled Hop. 


Well Bertha and Hope Haupt, - and Hope Hop sounds 
for a sedate elderly mainden sohool teacher, came by ^tujday 
afternoon, '“hey brought a- Hiss Allen from ua&Sf'.chusetts with .hern 


ostensibly they were here to make a call. h «J^hnd left 

tired when they arrived. 3he was more tired when J 
tbree hours later. They are just like cows, - well .ehoaved, 
and kindly and just as dull as conversationalists. 


AurelliS had come to prepare breakfast on Saturday morning, 
but she had to give up and go home about 8 a.n* -he has 
tonsilitis. 


instead of asking olemence to come and take over,the kitohen,- 

the Madam had me those cmrioue twistsana °h» had. 

have ulenence in the house, - she would steal, everythin, 

And so, juBt to be-consistent, she put ^am Brown in .o the 
culinary department, i shall «kp reference to dinner- I Rte non 


And at three o'clock a little before the arrival of Hope 
Haupt, Same Brown arrived. He began cooking sau.ea.gfes 3 - 
6 o^ clock s^per. I think they must have eventual ly been done. 

I never risked one. . 


And half an hour after the Haupts had comfortably seated them 
selves in the. Madam’s room, lira. Rand and Mrs. Pattison arrived. 

I was working on some magnolias when they drove in and so I 
invited +heii to my house, They had b ought some grand 
home made chicken-onion-oream sandwiches with ^ en * 
ohooolate Indians and some other nice little ofikesands. 
wine. We really had quite a pleasant little buffet vhi..e 
we got caught up on our convereation- 


Ihey had teen to see and hear one ?ane leoture in Ale^ndria. 
He is ever so wide uiow ,■ alnos.t as wide as ta- • ~ , . . 

saying so much after all. He referred to the Madam in 
speech, oo paring her to the oarwfish under the levee, - wnxcn 
I still don't understand, nor do they. 
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Eventually they went to call on the Madam, with the Raputs still 
entrenohed. She told them if they would rin£ a buzzer, I would 
be delighted to see them and that they could come bye and 
see her*after their visit. Well, we did a round in the garden, 

Mrs. Rand and I, with the Raupts still sitting, - and about 
first dark, they decided they must get back to Alexandria, and 
the Raupts were still talking o r er their pr bl ns as teaohers 
in Natchitoches. 

J. H. and Eugene had already eaten their supper when I 
arrived, and I ate none, for two reasons, absence of hunger and 
presence of curious 1 oking food. They madam had a glass of 
milk after the -Haupts finally left— - , . : 

• > 

The night wa., wonderful, add about 9 o'clock, I took 
to .the road. I saw a few friends along my road toward the spillway. 
I stopped and chatted for a few moments with Clyde Claude Emmett 
Davis, Clemenoe's son-in-law. He said '-lenence was At ho^e. 

I dropped h to 1 see her. Mary Frances and Winnie Mae were 
already in bed. Clenenoe and her daughter, Jackie, who is 
Clyde's wife, were sitting by a "token" fire. We had a 
lot of chat "ing to do about everything, and I started back home 
about 10. Clyde told me he was going down to some place on 
Magnolia. I didn't see him when I returned hone, but I did 
pass big Billy‘Porter who is the present husband of Nina, who 
is Elam's mama. . . 

This more than accounted for the absence of the movie at 
Sammy'8, for that has folded up and gone, and now people were 
foot-loose and fancy free, what with a fine, warm night, a 
tig old moon, and some dance hall down on Magnolia reportedly 
doing a big business in the "swinging out-" department! 

Sunday morning, Sam Peaoe brought me some ooffeee about 
6;30. Re said Aurelioa was still sick and would not be, here 
before Tuesday probably, ^e 3aid Sam Brown would not, be 
be to give breakfast, either. It seems that sometime between 
1C and 12 on Saturday ni^ht, San Brown's wife, who also had 
gone to Magnolia, had out-Billy Porter pretty badly, and when 
Clyde tried to separate Roberta Brown and'Billy, Roberta had 
stabbed in just under the heart and that he had been transported 
to the Charity Hospital in Alexandria, where hiB life hung in the 
balance. 

All in all, Saturday was juite a day, and naturally. I am 
hoping thatClye survives, what with Winnie Hay and Junior and 
Jackie and Uienenoe and all. Well, so the world turns. 

On Sunday evening I learned that Mr. Black had oone down 
this way and picked up Billy Porter -and taken him to Jail. 

He had 'also Eought for Roberta Brown, but had been unsuccessful 
in locating her. I nun't go down and seen Clenenoe this evening, 
tut I am quite sure she will re-aot quite differently than 
anyth ng one can oonjure up. That make the going the more exciting. 


Clyde is a good boy, not worth too much, loves to drive 
an automobile better than anything else, is an excellent driver 
i i not alone, - when he inclines toward wrecking then, but 
alright when accompanied, — he drove Ban and me to Camp Polk 
last week. The latest report from the hsspital is that his 
normal blood count should be 130 and iB presently at 44. Clenenoe s 
son King, has given him some o* his blood in a transfusion* 

If he survives today, he will live, they say. *->0 may it be. 

G'JI^O WA^A to hand, and we have read Chapter 1, and skipped 
around a‘ little in some of the others. I don’t know how it will 
turn out, but I see no relation between Chapter 1 and the other 
things, - the latter being mostly folk-lore, customs street 
cries etc. while the former seemB to be an attempt to give 
a picture of the 3uzu section of Hard! Gras as lewd a picture 
as possible. I aopreciale Bora's resentment, but even more 
object to the unnecessary four letter words that are sprinkled too 
thickly through the conversation put in the houths of the negroes. 

I don't know anything about the trashy negroes of New Organs, 
but of the country negroes, either in Natchitoches or --.dams County, 
I know they are very remarkable i in that one almost never hears 
them use the usual curse words that so o^ten besmirch tie white 
man's talk. Once, the the-Kelroee garage, I heard a mulatto 
lust in from Chicago, swear, and the whole place just.seamed to 
grow tight enough to burst, it all seemed so out o joint wi..h 
the manners and customs as practiced in this area. 

I guess the book may turn out to be a reference item for those 
interested in ^aotual material on louisinnq ways. - and possibly 
nothing more. I doubt if it will have ai.y popular appeal, 
and quite a few people will resent its.rather'bawdy spots. 

I think I would not be too proud to have my name attached to 
the thing, ne ther or either as co-author, like ^ddie Breyer an. 
Robert Tallent, or as the Bishiop and Essae Mae, as sponsors. 

The Sunday Times Picayune did not review the book. I suppose 
it will :eview it next week. 

And Sunday morning, after it got going, went along fright 
until about time for invitation to Learning. "hen Frances Henry, 
Paynie's wife called at the big house. She's alright the way 
co sin Marian might be alright, but not one to share Invitation 
to Learning• And so I left the big house 

and got the thing tuned up, but before it was J® 1 - ^° n ®» . . 

Andv Bynor - Aurelia's broghter knocked. Re has b. ood poisoning 
in his wrist, with horrible dark purple streaks running up to 
his elbow. I did a round with him, and thence back to he 
Seven Nho Here Hanged, but a few minutes later and another Knock 
at my door. It was Miss Kate Perkins, who had driven down to 
Nathoitoohea from Monroe q ite unexpectedly on ^aturday nigh and 
Sunday morning, Hope Haupt, - of all people, - had driven them 
to Melrose for an hour's visit. 
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And bo I can't tell you maoh about ray reaotion to the Russian 
opus, tut'I oan say that I liked the ?adio personalities of the 
three speakers. I certainly would jive a lot to hear you say 
the name.of the day's chairman, - Professor "willing, - for I 
thrink ou night make it Prof. Trilling, and really get somewhere 
with it. 

i - » • s ’• 0 . r J 2 > ft , )X| r t>\ 'l I * i >/ t :it •. f r r / 

• Prom what little I did hear, I was at a loss to understand 
why the 7 dead men had teen, chosen for a discussion 6f this 
kind, for I imagine that the took is of secondary importance and 
little known andof little interest, - took or author, to the 
rqdio a idienoe. ’ • 

But it is a great pleasaure to listen to pleasant people, as 
all three discussing the took seemed to te, and the opportunity 
of learning something would have teen welcomed regardless, if too 
many people hadn't" teen stirring tout. 

At the Madam's request, I telephoned Sister on Saturday 
night to inquire if the Wenks were "fixin" to cone here on 
Sunday, and. to fell, them, - at the lladan's suggestion, that 
we had no cook at the moment. Well, at 8 p»m«,'Sister didn't 
know If she would cone or not, tut she was sure her hustand was 
going to Shreveport. Of course they toth came, and brought 
the three oildren and a nurse. *ut I nefer did see any of them, 
as J. H. had asked me to have Sunday dinner with him and Celeste 
over at their house, which I did, a t nd it was delicious and I liked 
it. * . 

So many other things to write, tut I have already taken up 
too rauoh of ybur good time, and accordingly I shall fold at 
this point, in actual word transmission, at least, tut running 
right along in thought, - and particularly at Lux Radio time 
tonight. 


Uovcrater 20th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: __ 

"We are children of hod, and as children, we shall 
grow together into maturity." 

That was one line I.liked a lot. But the exquisite p'ensure 
of j ust hearing the l-rdy’s voice was enough, regardless of the 
■ context. - 

immediatly 1 following the termination of the program, I 
turned the radio off. It was enough to have heard what I had, 
and 1 was content to te with my thoughts, without the 
clashing of‘other th rights that night come in throujjythe ether, waves. 

Prom my pillow, I could gaze across the white garden, 
marvelously white in a warm softshiramer of moonlight, '"he 
earth was iuiet, there was so much for me to te thankful for. 
and falling off to sleep, l was supremely happy, thinking a? I did, 
of anbther who had Jus*, teen 7 ' sterling to. the sane program, and 
possibly holding as tight to the promise of eventual cofentnent as 
I. 

• . 

The enclosures are of little interest, save to keep.you 
abreast with how things turn in th> Shreveport area. The Madam has 
suggested that 1 write Hies *otina, telling her that as frumto 
Ya-Ya i no way refleots the old Lyle that she ki ew, she would 
te waisfing five doll.rs to invest in the took. I am 
not sure that I would forego the took on tho e grounds, for 
it appears to o mtain much data, even though the presentation of 
much of it is quite at variance with my ideas of good taste. 

"he postman, arriving late yesterday, brought two letters -"ron 

the Clippiner Service and one from Jiora. nut it was a busy day in 

hese parts and I could not oatch up with «*. Brew until 

Lux Radio time, and so I ohose to commune with a kindred sou? 

through that'medium and so reserve the pleasure of the letters; 

until 6om tine this nbrning* 

« • •• • 

Tith the cook still down with tonsilitis, I din£d with J. P* 
and celeste yesterday, with Gelecte sending the nadan a tray 
to the tig house, both for dinn r and Supper. 

Dinner at Celeste's is always good, and there is a constant 
addidtional pleasure, aside from what one eats, what with the 
striking comparisons I an forever making as between the hostess and 
Anita, which lots of times introduces an element of humor, funny 
to no one tut me, binoe I am the only one present to sense the 
parallels, tut you will eventually re-act, I am sure, even as do l, 

i _ __ - — x. i__ * / v.; f 
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j. H» was, r s usual, mil cb ahe: 
o his food. In u filing, he ,fyai 
there, and had returned to gO over' 
the other, with one eye on the cloo 
for new Orleans or Baton ho age or s 
is whirling through space at such a 
sure he will fall out one of these 
47 or 46, hut already his hair has 
twist of ■’•ate lays him'on the shelf 
departure for an ther world will he 


ad o^ eve?yhody, in the eating 
d gone to town, transacted business 
the plantation from one end to 
k, preparatory to heading out 
one such place at 11:45* Fe 
great rate that 1 feel 
days^ I think he is about 
turned gray, and inless some 
‘ for'a period, i.ati 'sure his 
> as swift as was his father's. 


November Elst, 1945. 


'"he latest news from Alexnrdria indicates that while 
Clyde Claude & .nett Pavi" blood count hovers around 40, it appears , 
he is p-oing to survive, unless something unforeseen developed. 

I aiu certainly gl d, both -“or hi and 'or his f-uily. 

Old Hr. Black has passed.ar ound this,way and taken Billy 
Porter to. Jail, but has merely interviewed Roberta urbivn. 

1 reckon that little trip will res lit in nothing, nd that 
all the participants in the frolic will be back in their 
accustomed*places before long. 1 often think how enoh- nted are the 
lives of people’on cane “iver, where lh full day or the black of 
night, a white person can.go any where with absolute-security, and 
yet how the people of color, even in the calmest of gatherings, can 
momentarily flirt with death, and as rapidly move back into the 
same security that envelopes their white associates in the general 
path of life. 

Some little Fiver pebpl - have passed this way. this morning 
to see me, - kin’folk of some of those ’’peonne" men, aB the negroes 
on cane niver are now mockingly referring to thoBe who 'i.nd themselves 
entangled in the’,mesh of the law in reference to that, unpleasant 

business. I think I have been able t work out a pi n that win 

assist one of jhi-.V at least* ^e shall see. 

‘ ’ . ‘ ' * V " ^ ' • * 1 ' ’ .s> -i 

3r ther has been here, too-, to say his rhymns, and tig old 

Peter, at 19, knowing much less in formal education than Brother, 
has joined in saying "Sing'a # song of six pins". I think 
I may have remarked to you before wpat peter told me once when I 
aSKed him if he had ever teen to school. He said he had. 

"Once, when I was a b^y," he'confided, "1 went up to St. 

Mathews, but I didn't like it much, jo 1 only htaid half an 
hour l" - leaving him ^ui.te a wayB from getting' a Ph. D* 

* i* shall fold for, the moment, and get this’.to th.e office, and 
then track down Hr. Brew and so commune with ybu through your 

reports....... 


Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 


i M hard to say No, and especially when the suggestion 

1 - r lf h r e r "ind ayself confronted with an expressed 

seems so modest. And yet h ge - •- ^ presence of at 

wish which I fear I cannot possible accede A - P 
leatt one tiny mimosa in the gardens o., Arenbour u l 

4t will perhaps . eem to be crawling out of something which I 
should feel bound to perform, and yet 1 pray you to sympathise with me 
in this m tter, .and when i have explained, - or tried to explain, you 
will perhaps understand in part why 1 must Eay No to your wiBb for one 
tiny mimosa. 

To come directly to the point: - A tiny mimosa, - there just ain't 
no such animal in Louisiana. 

iror in these rich river bottoms, the mimosa flourishes with 
abandon. On occasion, where too many find trees have p been planted as 
seedlings and then have come into maturity, I have wielded the axe 
mightily and cut enormous mimosas to the ground. Figuratively, I have 
gone on about my business of dest uction, and subseq,uently returned shoi y 
afterward when loi the mimosa would be putting out sprouts madly, and 
growing again for all it ’vas worth, - and they are worth something, 1 must 
say, for they are lovely, • nd’ especially in the spring. 

The point I am trying to make, but seem to be floundering around 
about is the faot that the mimosa does elegantly in these parts, and 
you shall have as fine a mimosa as one will ever run across in all of 
Louisiana, - if I have any influence with old no ther .Nature. 


After posting my letter to you this morning, I caught up with 
I?r. Brew, and we returned to this house, and I re d your letters, - and 
BoiaDera' s. 

Immediately \ concerned myself with the mimosa 
telephoning and sane traveling up and down the river 
fine specimen, ■- and if it isn't too 1- g< for sticoe 
it will be the first item, - your tree, that will be 
the developement of the *\renb oug gafdens. /'.’he one 
about 6 or 1C feet in height, nd its roots will be 
i am go ng to try to mo e the thing, even though it 
dozen tractors, and if the season is right and the e 
ehall have a fine mimosa growing before you know it, 
a year it will bp a tree. - No, we can't have Just 
tut I'll bet you’ll be tickled with the elegant big 
bloom at \re:.bourg just “or you. an n».« 


situation, doing some 
. I have located a 
ssful transplanting, 
at the head of • 

1 hove located is 
quite extensive, but 
nay require half a 
laments favor, we 
and probably 1 within 
a tlpy'little mimosa j 
o' d one that wi 1 ? 
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it was kind of you to mention the flojankovsky itemagain. 7 

I have tee:: rather hesitant at out coepting y ur k nd o...er, - .here i._ 
such a continuous line of requests i an asking from you. Bat I h™- 1 -•* 
would te enchanted if you could find one for Brother - the simplest -he 
tetter and I have a feeling it would te something he would tr ensure 
mightily. If he wouldn't let Beulah or Estelle 30 much as -voox at my 
shoes which he had taken home to sh ne, I oan't imagine how he wil¬ 
ding to a took, such as you mention, - one that is his v sry own. 

It was so good of you to mention it a second time, and on Brother ( 

tehalf and my own, 1 say Yes, with no end of appreciation. 

You mention the return of the Lake letter, with the letter . eferring 
to the St. Amand volumes, which I asked about subsequently. he .ak 
letter came to hand safely. - as did la Parlance's in today b post, ..at 
in the case of the Lake letter, I can only .explain ny failure >0 

recall the St. Amand reference to the fact that possibly 3one unu.>sa¬ 

int err up tipn may have impelled Hr. Brew' to skip a line or a paragraph, - 
and that seems most unlikely, tut in t-uoh instances one cas .s about ..or 
anything, regardless of its inprofcnfcility. 

It puts me in mind o^ the rose tush 1 planted in ^ront o'* the tig 
house one latest Saturday afternoon last Spring. m he Madam saw “« 
planting it from the upper gallery, so toth of us were assured that I 
just didn’t dream about getting the thing in the ground. I- «**> 
large and warpped up in a tig old burlap sack which one always p^anta 
along with the item. But the next day or so, I made a round <0 -ee j 
how the t 1 ing was doing and couldn’ t. f ind it. ..he Madanv cane 01 . n 
the gallery and point the place Out to me, - where I had set i. ou,. 

But she couldn’t see it. either. Then a couple of gardeners Jre 
to work, spading around/to find the burlap that had enclosed the .00 a, 
tut to no avail. from that day to this, we never Wrre. ^erl^atlte to ex¬ 
plain what' happened to the rosebush, the burlap, - or even the p..ace 
'"here I had set it out", - for not even did the ground atou, .he 
locality seemed disturbed. Strange business, ee I would remark to 
Lora * . i * v.; : , , 

And thanks for telling me about the i..pending decision of the 
Hotel Prize award for literature. I hadn’t heard the ,enta.,ive 
libt of possibilities, and it will be interesting to see how they 
com* out. I think Romains won the award once, - or ara I .hink.ng o. ,he 
Gone our t awdrd. I don’t know if the Hotel award has ever been given 
to the same person a second time, although it seems to me ,he Jonoour , 
prize tv s teen twice awarded to the same individual on severa 
occasions. I think little TIaroel Proust received it twioe, - 1913 . 

and 1919, or sone such,*- tut I myself feel that a prize is awarded in 
recognition of merit in writing, and accordingly should be extended but 
once to a single individual. After nil, one passport into Heaven ought 
to te sufficient, I shou d think* 

Oh, yes, and while I think o* it: --you ask concerning the status 
of my "wradk", and I am delighted to report that once I received 
thing, I just adjusted it to the plaoe for which it was intended and 
went ahead Just as though nothing had ever happened* There is a vague 

suspicion that one more item may have to be out that 

stituting the outfit, but it will be time enough to worry about that 

lh when the occasion demands. 


too tad that Lyle’s book had again been P P ne } BS the publishers for 
tut definitely in print. 

Sh. aald ah. ®B l»iU to tto'ta iffi* 

rib - 1 

L'“now te sure/under the oironnatanoes. 

that will te a guarded letter. 

I most set off a line to Bora^oday too^sins, «>«« ‘^several 

TX «- r « r ^io^o^“laste either in 

oar side or in the iwa «5“d do a“5uoh for the 

dram for the Garden Glut. . ■ - ‘' l’- lf tha thins could te 


townere »ould te acre enthusiastic. than »» -a • fto appreciate 
most part, «oald te living to close to the oolo iin ooloT \ the Art. 

anything save the color of the artist, ana 

There was some other point I ^nted to touch 0 f P ySu to^expreBB so 

have to let it go for the ^uS^nd^erloeotivSs in ^iew for our little 
much enthusiasm for the details ™ P i taking form, 

Tiranon. I am so glad you like the way '" e ^JJ l, Bhortly . i Snow 
and may some of the plan3 tegln to ^. 1 learn I am stirring up 

all of the Heurys are gc >lns to Ml /*? ld Ar.ntourj for "hat 

some kind of a puddle beo.veen » o-e the n^ace, it really 

»ith all of oane River rmmins slap Y^’the place, 

"ould teem, - to then, - t>»t •*»*[•. for the little uioullns 


i thini*. ought to 

and a few pear trees for !.aroh. theli 1 l^e Ynese m ;no liaB. And • 
succession or contrast with the P - begin blooming, and in 

then in April - evcntcally the ^Iflora.in ^6^ nOT , ln> an4 

Si/S .“?< "“1*8 2'SwS JMSi'^SE" 

MMustss »ww*u ■»■ 

^hall tre&& o-?*? &t this point**** 
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November 22nd, 1945. 

Memorandum to Clipping Servicer 

u , ' • 

1 '*■ . ; i y . • -/ * 4 ., m- 

I like the idea of thanksgiving. Day, 

• j .»•■*?. i, 

• I’la not very sure at out its inception, tat I think it 
is generally attributed to the Pilgrim Fathers. In a lot' 
o_ ways, they were ta£s, tut as has teen before remarked by 
someone or other; "There is so nucfj tad in the test of us j 


* • And one of the nice f ings .about the old fellows, I 
thiiik, was this ide of setting aside a day wherein we may 
pause between the turkey dinner and the turkey sandwich supper, 
a ta.ce a little stock of some of our blessings and pufialy or 
privately ptaise-Ood ^or our blessings. 

• . • * •- .., 
And,how many blessings do I have to count this year, and 
yet•curiously enough God seems to haye set a pivotal*point around 
which they seen to swing, - someone who somehow radiates the 
promise of so nany blessings in the form of dreams that are to 
be realised. I don’t much go in for public prayers, feeling 
■so often that they are for the nos t part pretty .much between 
the individual and God, but I don't mind confessing to you that 
I am filled with thanksgiving to my Creator because there is 
someone in the world who knows what I am talking about and who 
shares my -"ee lings and enthusiasms for the morrow with me. 

• j., " * • 

Th.e enclosed circular letter is of not much interest, 

I presume, although I haven't read it, but I thought you wou 1 d 
be inter..sted in seeing the map. You will notice that we get 
in it, since' we are on La Cote .Toyeuse at Arenbourg. 

•This particular association, i believe, is some kind of a 
political thing that by some wild stretch.of the imagination, 
thinks it can put the home towns of the interested parties on 
the great Washington to iiexioo ^ity trace. It is sponsored b 
a f 1 oc.c of unknowns in Colfax and Pllack, - which are much too 
far South of the original old Katohes tr$oe to-have any claim to 
being-on the new trace, cal.c lated to approximate the old one. 
Sut^there may be something o f interest in the thing, and so I sen< 
it along. 













From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #M~3889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 
University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


C.IV.JT 


1504 


1505 


receiving one* A'ter all, I have established the fact that I 
feel sorry for her, and have no ranoor about by-gones, and that 
is all I cared to do. 

* * - ‘' ■ * « *' * 

Dan cane hone from camp Polk about 4:30 yesterday afternoon, 
and as Pat was expected from Baton Rouge about 9 last night, I 
suppose he is here too. We have not heard from the cloutierville 
people this week, but-the Ilad u half assumes that they will be 
here in fo;ce today, with much turkey and all that, if they do 
done, the Madam will dine with them. If they do not come, she 
will j in (inteiunrption) - she will join the rest o' us at 
Celeste's. 

I tuned in on la Genet, hroadoasting from Rone about 
UiJRA, tut after the first minute -or -so, no matter how I tent my 
ear, the voice just faded away, even as it did last week, and 
I ended up no wiser but with one slightly dislocated ear-drum. 

I certainly wish that lady would get on a wave length that 
.would come through a little better. 

* '’’his morning Sam Peace is in the kitchen, trying to stir 
up some breakfast for the household, - the Madam, Dan, Pat and 
Kugene Labespere. Bill ^oo^ue, nephew o' Madam Aubin, and 
brother in law of iiitohel, the Axe, brought me s xie coffee, 
he says that seme o' the folks, mixed.up in the Saturday night 
fracas, are heading out for town this morning, - responding to 
a call from .the sheriff, lill hoodie 1*- deaf-deaf, and always 
answers astonishingly irrelevently to .uestions shouted at him. 
This mron&ng he volonteered the information that once he had 
had to go to see the F.her’ff, and that 12 mens of the .'aw kept 
on a-asking questions and l didn t know what I was a-sayin', 
but one t: ing 1 do know ray foots was a-t^ppin' on the floor Jus' 
like a telegram. 

4 .. ' , * r 4 ^ , i *'• . t c 4 4 o ■ ( . , * . 

So there you have it, one aspect o' lielrose on, n hanksgiving 
Day of 1945, with a brilliant sun outside, and a 'rosty 
morning that impelled ray scholar this morning to thke 
of' his hoe Immediately upon his ar. ival and place his bare feet 
close to the yellow flames that Shot upward in my chimney. 

But the hour is funning late and the postman will make 
an early round this morning. Since h will only have to 
drive directly here-from Bermuda to drop the nail and 
picc up the out-going, snoe on holidays, he does not have to 
deliver mail to the individual postboxes along the route. 


I failed to hear this morning's we ther report from 
Pew xork, - an item which I usually lis'en 'or, s nee I like 
to picture how the weather is in your neighborhood. But I am 
hoping the day is fine, and no natter how it if, I an hoping 

4>L, 4- « 4 f "I n 1 A r\-** tr\r\ on fe r\ 4* cd 4 \ n 4 i rtn 


that it will hold a h ap o' mo. .enis of satisfaction for 

you. And while today is a special one for the giving o' thanks, 

t shall sp+. a nortion o' it aside for dust that purpose, but I 


you# Aim wniJLP *ouuy ID n topruicu unrr ..UJ vuc w. Jiuxii* 

I shall set a portion o' it aside for just that purpose, but 

have a feeling th t a little e 1 ice o° every day through every 

year has a little tit of thanksgiving in it for me, thank*.; to 

you and to God*----*- 


Koveuiter 23rd, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Cervices 

The enclosure, l think, is of no special interest, but 
I thought you might, be interested in the mention of the 
Dorraon doings and the reaction fron Shreveport ot one Zane. 

• . * 4 , l < 

Thanksgiving went off very nicely in these parts. It 
was crisp and clear, but sufficiently mild for the Madam to 
walk from the big house over to Celeste's to ha^e dinner 
there wit' J. ft'., Dan, Pat, Celeste, Eugene Labespere, me 
and the Madam herself in that order. 

v 

• . .1 , t) •’ * .if. 

In the afternoon, the boys all went to town, the Iiadan 
to her room again and Eugene to his plantation job, while I 
took to the road to see how Aurelia might .be doing. I 
found he up and about, tut still with something o' a co n d. 

Her sister, who reminds me o' a knome or is it gnome, - I 
was thinking of the "K" in knlpmayer, - was attending A.relia, 
and their .little mother, who is s; ightly tut mildly tats in 
the upper story was inside the house until I arrived, '"hen 
she stepped out on to the gallery, where she walked up and 
downf, mumbling all the time to herself, and someti ,.es 
stopping to peer in the six inch opening o' the door which stood 
slightly ajar. Curious ho-u-ehold and curious people, and 
I came away, wonderI q ; how these people, - some people aal! 
then .Mexicans, but Uncle Barn olasses them as white, ever cane 
down from the hills of Gorham, - west o' Derry, - and took 
up life ih the river bottoms. 1 guess A'ire! ia wi! 1 be back 
on the job abort Saturday. 

It being ’"hursday, and regardless of the holiday. Dr* 
knipmayer called as usual about 10:30. He said he 
realized few if any of his patients would realize that today 
was a holiday, - that is Thursday, and accordingly he would 
not want them set to worrying for fear he had forgotten then, 
i like his gener 1 disposition toward then. 

Just .before coming to see us, he had been on the other 
ide of Cane River to call on Agalize Barpi, and ns he re¬ 
turned, he b.topped for h moment to talk with several negroes 
standing on the bridge. He asked them if they weren't going to 
have a new bridge when they put the new highway in 'ron 
Montrose to Melrose. They thought bo. He asked then i' 
the new bridge is to be in the same place. (I wotiM 
like to know, too, sol could pass along the word as to what we 
shall or shall not see fr on the terrace at Arenbourg)» m hey 
sai they didn't know, but that Mr. j• h* could tell him 








9 
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becau e nr. J. H* is the Governor of Cane river and he always 
gets everything Just the way he wants it. I told that one 
<|t the dinner tatle, and the hoys loved it, - especially Dan, 
who had much to say at out the point. 

I al. o heard nonething of inter st at tatle. It seens 
that when Drew Pierson made a couple of scathing remarks 
about the General recently, the Secretary of 'Tar wrote the 
commentator unite a sharp letter, declaring that the jot 
Stephen had done was o 4 ’ the-utmost value and that if a retraction 
were not made, a suit for libel on the part 0 * the department, 

I believe, would be instituted immediately, The retraction was 
forthcoing withoit delay. 

As I was ret irn‘ng from Aurelia's, - she lives down 
the lane, leading toward Little River, 1 had nearly 
reached home when Celeste omae along in her car and asked 
me to ride down to magnolia with her* I readily accepted, 
and the more 0 beca.se T saw she had her camera wltjz her. 

There are two horse operated or rathe horse hower sugar 
giinding mills between Magnolia and 'erry, slap on the banks 
of Cane River. I wanted to get a couple o* shots of 
• them in operation, and the day was fair. Te got then, and 

t shall send them along when they '0 erne to hand wit in a week or 
so. The c ildren were dperat ng one mill , powered by a 
single mule, while some darkle: -who wer grown-ups, were 
operating the other, with two mules attached, ’"he boiling 
process was going on in a small cabin, rigged up, as the darkies 
say, for that purpose. x he most fascinating thing .about 
the latter building was a perfectly lovely round chimney 
made of mud. If only fllss Pansey, scheduled for November 
loth, would come, one of those pietires, such r s she takes, 
would be so nice for the little Oane River article. 

t • K 

Ho word from her, however, and so one just waits, 
i think 1 shall send her a hurry up on the sugar, however, 
even tho gh it looks as 4>ught we have definitely lost 

• much chance at further cotton ginning processes this season. 

* : 

On Thanksgiving morning even less servan s showed up 
than usual, but eventually some coffee and breakfast of sorts 
• appeared, it war brought bylill Rocyie, and as I write that 
name, I realize i must have told you about his -•’right at 
being taken to uourt to testify, whereat, in explaining his 
nermousness to me, 1 think I told you he said: "I was 
- so soared I -didn't knowed what I was a-sayin', but my foots kept 
a-tappin' on the floor jus' like a telegram." 

. 'I . . •'.ml • ** 1 ■ * * •. C) i( ' . j r 

You see I 'am getting childish or ancient or something, 
thus repeating uytrelf, but you will forgive me for this time. 
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November 24 th, 1?45< 


Lemorandurn to Clipping Service; 

h „ R hiHn 1 * S *' lB J° te ejected, the - Than Jos giving week end 
h^s broight its usual round of road ,runners, and ve^erdav 

thib\a r / ida;7 fhe he r e f aB a 36otiI ^ n ‘ u ^ er of pilgrims passing 
to Natch*z Misaf eat<!r hejllJ " exaB pe0ple * en route 


Washington. 


lost heir h ’ T ' heije Peoane gatherers must have 

here t 5 ey reache(l ^he peyane groves between 

good out there: • PiV<Sr ’ p0nuhin ^ should have been really 

wav a?o-md en oJ h oi r nd de ^ rt!ire » 0 P^hpas the other 

» and » o pilgrirjs, I passed by the gin which is ahonf 
finished so far as this year's cotton crop goes. U^adv 

JV? mvB hrowsipg around in the edges of some fields and 


for th'is year's harve.t. 


w - - ;\>ws 1 *mng os or K 

111e .’ ins Pansey will never make it 


TTm-.+ 0 3 hi \? r ® t ‘ u ’^ in G fr .oifi the gin, I was sought out Jby 

t0 --;^ rl n f hin raaiaa would like to nee me a"*ter * 
a.ar,c, if 1 could make it. I could. . 


A*ifl bo- 
Clemence's. 


along about 


rt o b ?* m V 1 headed do wii the road toward 
+ . . < . 7 a6 a ^°onlens night with a myriad stars 

ne-air cris v and only an occasional s] iv«r ‘•i^h 4, slanting 
out from closed shatters to indicate the Zcasiltl\^^ S 

tt,J ■'oi' t th« e nfr£l' S 111 C 2 zj e " 0u ^' h - v anJc hid Rlrea&y folded 


.ar aorner. Grouped about the 


pillow 0 ^ the bed in the 

cheery blaze of the <\ire £laae sat Clemence Jackie and T. 

S8e : on , ?ach1i?^i%l!e y 4 hi " t ? d rnft ***** " fr a do.U 

i n f A* fire Plnoa. until. Clemence told them 
it was time to go to bed, - and they just went, - i- to -the 
middle room where your curtains -,dd a deco-utive note to 


settin 


g» 1 guess Junior 


+ he 


mu 


1 arrived. 


have already folded up before 





I 


I 
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"’hey talked -it length of Saturday night's doing3 down the 
road, and some of the expressions.were wonderful* It 
is interest nj that in these parts, the negroes never use the 
word "Stab". It is always "stant" or "stot", - I wou 1 dn' 4 ’ 
icno’v ju t how to spell it* And they use the sane word in two 
different meanings. One, of c jurse, is to mean the cutting 
or the stabbing of a person with a knife* Thile the other 
meaning is for a small stake or stick, set in the ground. 

Well, anyway, Clyde Claude Emmett Davis is slowly recovering 
from Saturday night's "ptobbing'’, and on Th’irsday, when Cleuence 


sample 0 * Clyde's blood for an'arterie, hut • f ter the inolfv 
was made, -only air cane fron the tube, so "he ain't all tha 
well yit". 


interruption, - wherein Brother has hrd his lesson. 

. '_u.~.,. 

And so after a pretty good round regarding local doings, 
Cleuence got down to her reason for asking ne to drop hyp. 

: ■ T r • ' J f I < y, - •' • 1.. ') I , J w. 

I had thought it was in reference to the receipt of 
the ai plication blank fron old Hr* Rosenwald, hiit I was wrong. 

• 1 C v 

What she wanted to tell me 6hs that she had been con¬ 
tacting Regis I?wttoye-. ,: e- mama, and that the latter wanted to 
see me alone one day this coning week. Could I do that. I could. 

You may recall that a few months back, the subject of* 
that lady's property was so matter of b ne correspondence between 
Dora and me. The holding comprises seine 14 odd acres,* lying 
directly to the south of the Spillway bayou, and I think” 
it is indicated on the map which you and I consult fron time 
to time. It hf s suae pasture land, some acres that are 
cultivated, and a whole ■'’lock o'® peoane trees. I think I 
told you that Hr. Baoheli*er thought* the parcel an excellent 
investment, figuring th- t normally, the peoanes alone should 
bring at least $200. per year-,* and probably about $,400. 

/"he tilable acres could be rented, and the balanc'e of the 
section could be rented an a camp, - for there if a fairly good 
house* 


It seems that the* children of Regis' mama have long 
wanted her to sell the property, since none* of them live 
in the nelorse neighborhood, - one 01 two daughters lining in 
Ohrevepo t,’ Regie in Bayou'Hatchea. La., ajid another son 
in California. m he latter wants his raw* to go to Califronia 
to live with him. • 


As near as I can make out, the reason why she wants to 
sell to ue is because she doubts that .she -ould get anvthina 
^from vhe adjacent property holders, since the latter/if they 
-eigrr ihd 1 _ference, -''eel that sooner or later, - and they 
can af ord .0 wait, the property will drop automaticallv into 
their lops like a ripened plum. * 

I know not what ^igure the lady is asking, but I know what 

a 0Oll P le ?- y ars ago, and Hr. Baohelier 
rouno .oat that price was so low that a profit could be 
realised immediately if one wished to. re-sell to anyone other 
than .he adjacent land holders,; - x to someone, for instance 
like a .exas or Louisiana enthusiast of the Cane River country. 

Then there is also the fact that Dora h 3 long since 

cast eyes of ye rning at this segemtn of the old lietoyer 
■ holdings. - . ^ 

> - , . • • 

-p a this wrting, I am cj, lite on the fence as to the wisdom 
° J? 1 ?® anything about the piece. I think Hr. BaoheUer 

would be glad to supply the money, and in the event I shoo'd 
find no purchaser, and ^ound that 1 could not hold it 
he coul take it over, with no loss' at all to me. * 

. u the point at0 ' lt a11 this Cane River property 

through this region is that no outnfddr can get a toe-ho'd 
any place, The major portion of the holdings are in the 
hands o_. .he bLg holders, - the Prudhommes, Jones. Hertzoas 
Fer.rys, etc, while the little holders do not want to sell*an 

n *7 er they have become so invovlved financially 

w .h .heir tig neighbors that they never have a chance. to 
dispose of the little holdings until sdid holdings have 
actually dissolved beneath their very feet. 

If , 1 g, \ • X; > t* > ' ' * • • 1 ■ • 

"’hat is why the rare opportunity o® obtaining a section 
4 of property on Cane River is snatched at sc readily whenever 
a piece, - or even before a piece, appears on the market. 

m he present instance, for example, is a case in point, 
where the owner prefers to deal with someone well known in 
. the community rather than putting the thing up J or an?e at 
public sale. I suppose i - ® ever such a move has been made 
the owner has been done out o‘ p a large section of his profit 
by ..the myserterious doings of the real estate opera tor who 
has handled the nr tter. 

How there is anather c insider- tion, too, that I must 
^ive 3 -me thought to, - what will be the reaction o^ th* 

Henrys who, have long waited-for adding this tiny parcel 
0 . ground to their large Acreages? Under the- ciroui & tanoes 
it would be foolingh to excite their envy, and that, course, 

I oha 11 no. do. But I would be ■'’oolish to let’such an 
opportunity go by, in the.event there is a determination on 
the part of. thd present owner to dispose of the property *0 
someone other than the Henrye, who own the land adjacent to 
the south of the strip, - where Clemence lives, - or th the 
Xaffy's, who own the land to the north of the bayou. 


, 
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? lad I khO'y that 'J. H. ir. threatening to go to 
oouji America for in the event he does, the transaction night 
te oonsumated during hi,, absence. m hat w xild he nbre or 

ampereonfll^rippl^tltwe«ri°iu!^ •» nooonpllrt.d « thout 

Once in possession of the property, I could o-^fer it a® 
a trading point ^or a little large slice to be Added to 

lik^nTit^ho lt t0 Dora * ho certainly would 

like it tut who nay not have any noney to swing the thing 

or i could divide the thing, cutting off an acre o^ two ‘ S * 

reserving that for a camp site and residence, and selling 

the balance to the "enrys, - or even to Hr. Baohelier. 

aoocJt^ 1 ®? 8 f ° r yoa B,ioh n 1 n C and involved 

accoun, o_ this proposition, - even* before I know anything 1 
as to the price invol ed, --- • - - J - *** 


etc., - and yet I feel 


\rer^ur^Vr?r Ke *2 ! haTin * thes ' e little foundations i or ' 

1 Y ant t:> all angles, so that you 

slof? jW understand the various considerations when I 

Uay nppea , r liJte a ttght-rope artist in negotiating 
some a these personal matters with those who are bound to be 
our immediate neighbors in the years io come. 

.. tn - n mean t ime, - t shall say nothin^ of an 7 o° *M S 
t0 Dora anti(I> 80rae final busnes's has been take oare of*. " 

' n * ^+ nk 1 ^ 0 V ,i li ' i ‘* ree wlth rn * ift it. j,ust as 

well not ,o dangle the Spillway Bayou, before him until . 

aftersomething definite is know about what is going to happen 

In the mean time, if you have anything you war t to sav 
f” m 'J <***>* doings, you uijht ref.Ao theSi>ill„ay' 

in th^dari! the mnter Holain U s . and that will keep'Hr. 

^ __ - ' . "* » ^ 

& ,ip *“ — 

alt o*^ue^niu°ttio* n for*Can e Riv^^reiidence for** 

, 1U , milt, t irst be considered, and from a financial 

eioenrti? J A he to have his share of the up-keep 

?*!????», Jrenbourg rather than dissipated in a separate P 
establishment. I an inclined to think it i better to garner 
all income for the benefit of 'Vrenhourv - >,,+ .Sll* 

income should develops that would enabje us "to maintain -'rerbou-g 

X "M?P Holdings, tie t.' of owee. 'wi"ldT, h0Ue 

perfectly grand ior all c xicerned, - the se arate <•: tab ishenentR 

1 ength*wfhh*hi B ' raa ?\5 11 te h ^e. and I shall confer at 
length with her and then we shall see wh t we-shall see. In 

thn,,!hK J y0!1 ' vil * l )ardon iae . I ejialj dif.ouss ray 

thoughts on this pp sibil ty with you at length....... 




November 26th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service-; 

• 1 '* *' v_• - - “i *• “ > > » * 

So many things to talk about, I know exactly what I want to 
say first. 

. your nice letter , cane to hand in Saturday's post, and I 
held it, along with the two enclosed from Pora, until this 
morning, when w r. Brew oarae by for a quick "look-see". I 
had but time to read the letters, and accordingly I shall 
enjoy your enclosure on the -Ju^el Mansion tomorrow, when T 
shall also look at the Brownwood cl ippings of the Hunter Show, 
and then I shall send the latter along tb you. 

I am deeply appreciative of the sweet things you had to 
say ih finding me in the Lux Kadio program, and by curious 
coincidence, I equally found you there too. It was a pleasant 
sensation, altogether pleasant,-and I shall not enjoy another 
performance half so much again until they re-broadcast it, which, 

* with all my heart, i wish they would do. 

, ; • ’*• v • % • 

I . am sorry” that things piled up so mightily on you as 
of friday, the second last past, and again 1 urge you not to 
•write when such a situation developes. tour own good health 
must cbme before the pleasures of correspondence, and whenever 
I know qbout such circumstances in advance or not, you will 
always realize that I will understand the reasons for the 
silenoe. 

"’he enclosures concerning olenence and- the reference to 
HI8s Cole and the lhterest of nr. Pe Ill'll* in eventually doing 
a uatchez thing sounds as though the man who used to supervise the 
Lux Hadio is on the right traok. I must write Dora a line, 
making a few suggestions, in regard to PPIPD HI' n HO , ' r ' PILL/-PR, 
especially in view of the foot that Mr* De Mille no doubt 
wants to make use of every pillar in AdamB County when he gets 
ready to dust off ante bellum uatohez. 

, • 'v.'« • «’•**. ,►» ' • * ■** > A . c j 

A's I write* those lines, it occurs to me that some up-to- 
the minute producer might well use Mrs. Moore’s career, to illustrate 
how the patriotic grandmother re-orientates herself in civilian 
life, hfter years at being a *TAC, somehow infiltrating the glamour 
of old Uatchez into the picture, perhaps by having her turn out 
to be a great and successful public leoturer, her pinnacle o.. 
mid 1945-1960 success being the figure around* which* htidiences the 
nation over hails between aots of her illustrated account in 
oostune of Uatchez in the old days. Thus the contemporary 
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soene would be intimately mingled with the pant, and you 
could have an up to the minute subjeot, not unlike BALIAN'" IS 
THE ’TOR!) TpR GARRIS, with some aotress of considerable talent 
playing not only’the role o^ Mrs. Moore tut also the heroine 
in the various ante helium stories which the veteran of the 
1940 - 1945 war unfolds to her audience, revolving about the 
eminent role women played in the history of old Hatches. 

How does that idea sound? Well, good or tad, 1guess it wouldn't 
make much difference, unless some personal contact should throw 
one into personal contact with Hollywood, ^’hich seems not too 
likely at the moment. 

I listened to invitation to .Lr -urnAn/r, this morning, - 
Landor' s'Historical Conversations being the subject. I like 
it, and the t. ing was good because" it r® de ne want to read landor. 

But somehow the half hour reminded me of a tafcle h aped with 
marvelous pasteries, - with everything said being so heady that 
it almost 06 nstituted that-very 18th century’, y, aai ity which some 
people complain about. Perhaps one of the lines I thought especially 
good was this one: 

"He was not a great thinker, but a man of great thoughts." 

There is the key, I think, and admirably expressed, which 
explains much in .the relations bf certain white people of 
some' cultivation to cej-tain untutored people of the darker raoe. 

So far as formal training goes, the lowliest'of the negroes nay 
be far from greatas thinkers, but how often, - soe much more 
often than with half baked white people, do negroes manifest 
themselves as thinkers of great thoughts, - and how b^ten, too, 
are they entirely unmindful of that very wonderful fact. 

In view* of today's enclosures, I had better keep this 
report down to a single page 

My old friend, Archillius Brown, aged 66 , dropped by to see 
me and to listen to Invitntiop to Learning. Hollowing the 
program, we fell to talking about contemporary aspects, of 
education and the differences between it and the days when he 
was* a boy. A conservative darlcie, he expressed his regret at 
giris+ being permitted to participate in many of the more ruggid 
sports with the boys. It seems that he was passing the Ro. enwald 
school on Little River during recessS jiime, when the bigger boys 
and grils were playing out of doors basket ball. At that moment, 
one'.of the larger girls sprawled on the ground. Said Arohillius: 

,• + -V.’ , •- » . • , ♦ ; • f. . , . • , . 

"Right there she took on .the attitude of .anUmbrella,- 
everything she had th^t counted went slap over her head." 

"' ' l ' • ■ . * f ~ } « 

y c Obviously pedagogy should’ look to .bigger and better 

parasols.......•• 
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November 27th, 1946. 


memorandum to Clipping Service; 

' „ k , '' *' ■ v 

The postman uas grand but the reader got lostl 

' • ‘ 

• Yesterday’s mail brought two copies of Life which I am 
positive came from the Servioe and at the same time arrived a 
smaller paroel containing four elegant rolls of film whioh 
is going to stand me in good stead in recording the sugar 
industry, now in full swing; and some Impending business at 
Arenbourg. May I bless you for all.? 

In turning through the copies of Life, I-have marked several 
things I want to know about further, wheri my reader cones to hand, 
but lust-looking at the'beautiful color pages of autumn scenes 
ib sufficient * to make my heart glad. The pictures.of the English 
country houses, too, delights me, and one, at least, I think 
I recognize as Hatfield House, which is altogether delightful because 
of itself and how many-little tricks one coiild do to the architecture 
to-make it take on all kinds of ’ shapes. •. And then there is the 
fleet in New York and the Eclipse of the Hun in colors and so on 
without end. I an having"fan without the aid of readers but will 
have it all over again when one turns up. 

There was also a letter from Mary Rhodes, but that will 
have to wait a later reading when there is less doing at the 
gin. • 

' * ' - - ilv I il H l * 'A* (i vviA 1 - 14 1 i v . . . ^ 

•There were a number of letters for the Madam, - one-or 
two of v which I enjoyed reading with her. ‘"he General was able 
to take pen in hand once more and. is.scheduled to be up and 
doing by January 9th, according to the experts. 

There was.a letter* from Miss Culver's secretary, Deborah 
Abramson, who is a Baton Rouge number, Lyle's age and has known 
him.all her life. She says she has read the first 50 pages of 

Gumbo Ya-Ya and is greatly disappointed. 

*»* . , * - '• • ' - 1 • * - • « 1 ;. ' »• » 1 * 1 * * • * ** 1 * \» * • 

• There was also a letter from Charles Mazurette, from’New. 

Orleans, saying he had seen Lyle a few days ago, - and that 
h has also seen Gumbo Yn-Ya and will not spend five doUars for 
it. As for Lyle’s situation, Charles says-that he found him 
in good spirits. I don’t know if spirits meant something of 
an aloholio tinge or not. He said there were lots of 
people there and that he accordingly did not stay ns long as he 
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mi^ht have otherwise. He further Raid that Joe Gilmore oonfided 
to"him that Lyle had fallen off the wagon while in Dallas. That 
is disappointing tut not at all a surprise, I must say. The line 
atout falling off the wagon suggested that there was something 
to the remark.that tje had found him in good spirits. T. certainly 
hope he doesn't pass this wqy to celetrate the holidays in such 
an old role, for it would certainly put a crimp in things 
generally, so far as my friends go. 

On the gayer side of li^e, I have heard nothing that quite 
compares with:the young lady who struck "the attitude of an 
umbrella", tut one little detail atout another circumstance 
did somehow suggest a mental picture of a sepia Crapes of Wrath. 
Big Xing Solomon, papa of the twins. Little King and Janes, 
drove to Heirose from Los Angeles last week in an old Pord, - 
it being just a sooial visit after about 8 or 10 years. I 
think*1 told you that Mrs. Solomon, - /.elma,,had subsequently 
married Puny, and that Xing ijoloraon had re-m- rried, having 
taxen the mother of Lotus and Dolfy Dee as his new spouse, after 
parting from gelma. Well, anyway, the twins were delighted to 
see their papa, and he remained a week in these parts, oalling 
’ on old friends, and looking dp the twins' older brother, Henry 
Earle Solomon, who is a dreadful boy of 19 stunners. 

Yesterday in his old Pord,'Xing Solomon'started back to 
his home in California. One of the twins, - now about 15, told 
me that he took other company with him aside from Henry Earle, - 
the party being made up of three other grown folks and five 
children, - 10 niggers in a broken down Pord heading.out for the 
city of the Angels. 

In coming Eapt* Xing Solomon drove straight through, di^fer- 
• ent companions driving the oar when Xing was too exhausted. 

A mental picture of the old Pord, chugging through the waste.lands 
of Arizona and new Mexico, not to mention the far reaches of 
Texas, - and especially through the long hours of the night, is 
really something to oonjure up. At least they all ought to 
keep warm, I should imagine, although I should imagine they would 
all be so oramped.np that they might readily fold up whenever 
oircumstanoes caused then to halt temporarily from time to 
time to accommodate the children and all. 

....... f+l • / ' ; * • , I ■ r T - -C V • • H ( * , ... . ; n 1 '1 

m he static last night was so intense that I gave up trying 
to hear anything on the'air, and so this week's Lux Radio sl ipped 
by, but I didn't oare .much, s noe I knew none of the participants, 
and I don't oare t much about raoe horse shows. I am so glad that 
last week's reception was so perfect and that we both could 
share it together. , ’ 
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Hpve.ber 29tJ. ;C45/ 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

The enclosure is from-one point of view not at all 
interesting, - that is, fro., its contents, but it doeR hold 
one unique place in yesterday's post, - it was the single, 
s olitary - item coming to hand. The old Congressional Record 
which no one ever reads, never •"ails, - until yesterday, when 

on n y the note from miss Rob ina came through. 

! , ..1 • 

Among the obvious remarks that I soarcely need make 
is the f'-.ct that if I don’t round up Mr. Brew to read a 
couple of things for me, - and to put a new ribbon on.this 
machine, out-going correspondence is likely to.be Just as 
thin as today's in-coming, - or more so. 

.. i A. » 

"he new cook, I'am ple ased to report, seemed to be 


dandy. She is 35-ish, and her name it "?ynita Mack, and 
her husband is \.-C* Mach, and her little girl is Erailee 
and her boy is 5 Y. C. '"he children, instead of attending 
St. Mathews Sohool, g.o*to St. Augustine's School, on 
Little River. TCynita is tall and rather on the si ini side, 
black as the Ace of Spades and withal good nntured. She 
smiles easily and seems to have a plenty of sense, and 
so many virtues all rolled into one cook is really 
unusual, and especially in these times. 

On Monday, Brother didn't make it for,sohool time, for 
he had a bad cold, so his papa told me, but* Brother made 
it on ’"ues toy morning, even though his cold was verny much 
with him. He was shivering when he knocked at the door, 
but a cup of hot chocolate and a nice warn, fire got him 
thnwe' out and we Just ran through a eouple o'" Bible 
things and called it a day. . I am. glad to say that in 
practicing his little verses, 3rother seems to strive to 
remember the meaning rather, than the aotua] Jingde, which 
is tetter sense than the other way around, although things 
sometimes do end up a little different tha-n expoeated. 


Saturday he undertook 


"Mow I lay me dxvn to sleep, 1 pray the Lord my soul to keep. 

If- I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord ray soul to take." 


I 
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Brother does it this way: 

Nov I lay me down to sleep, 

I pray the Lord my soul to keep* 

\ „ 

If I should die tefore I wake, 

I pray the Lord He don't t'irn it looBel 

"Amen, .Brother", is what I say, and Brother jets on 
about his business. 

. Last Saturday afternoon, I took a flyer into the planting 
of magnolia seeds, - magnolia grnndiffoora. ^ron Kew Gardens 
,in England, we learned that•to get then to germinate in non¬ 
acid soil, - and that is what Oane River soil is, one does 
w^ll to soak the seed over night in a lye solution. I 
accordingly soaked a heap <r ? then in water in which wood ashes 
had been "properly combined. It is asonishing how much grease 
formed around the sides of the pan in which the seeds were 
soaked. Just for .fun, I could the seeds when planting then, - 
73b, to be exact. I thought if_one-seventh or one-fourteenth 
germinated, there would be an abundance. And it certainly 
would, but none of them ever will, for. when'I returned from 
the store thib morning early, a'whole flock of ohiokens had 
found the nice fresh soil in the box-bed J had planted to 
mightily, and lol not a magnolia seed was left. I Qnve a 
new batch o^ seed soaking at the moment,.and I shall 
try my hand at planting again and tluydertussirig 
poultry J.f> they stage another raid. , . 

•• -I ".‘flu. . . • *: 

• ‘ .7) 11, 

And speaking of magnolias suggests perfume, and 
that reminds me that last night we caught a huge old 
pole cat just beyond the gallery where I am writing at this . 
moment. He did all that is to be expected of a sl:unk, and 
in.consequence, all of Araby oombined as no scent that 
could compare* , , 

, I reckon I shall have to break off at this point. 

To my erurpise. Brother has returned, after having Is ft 
here sane time back. He asks me if I would mind passing 
him by the Brimmers, which.meaps to go with him beyond where 
two Brahmin bulls are loitering in the road. I know 
that Gporge is one of the two, and George is a nioe 
fellow and before we get by, brother will be scratching 
George's ear, - if he can reach that high, • nd traveling 
on down the road with a big old story to te] 1 Clenenoe 
when he passes her house.. 


November 29th, 1945. 


Memorandum to Qlipping Service: 

"he enclosures are not of especial interest, I think. 

m he hilarious one , and "notsoh-bosse-ish" Lady Lake 
number speaks for itself. I sent it along to Bora, in order 
that he might'have it while the Port Worth Show is In progress 
thinking it might suggest something that he nigh, wri ,e that la 
bag would want to copy for the newspapers or magazines she 
doefe bus ness with, thus providing additional materia. ..or 
the applic-tion to be submitted to old Horenws. d, - although 
no applic tion blank has ever come to hand. 


I think yoU know that we are using the Cindere??a and 
Mrs. Rembrandt inter-chnngeably, so that the reader is 
readily thrown off the track. 

Parenthetically, Little King read this letter from 
Bora to me, as I have not seen Mr. Brew since Sunday. 

I understand Mr. Brew has been driving a truck every day 
this week, so that 1 don't catch up with him easily.- he 
crop is supposed to be finished this week, however, and then 
Mr. 3rew will have time on his hands, - I hope. 

I never have read the Lake letter completely, but 
think it is of little interest, and so I don't care about 
h ving it baok. * 

"he refer noe on Bora's part to the fr ends ^ho cane 
from Tulsa and after viewing the pictures, scouted .he idea 
that since'they have friends in the Art Department o - .he 
Normal they may drive down to visit then, and wi_l come out 
this way to^visit the artist. Now that is rather hilarious 
in its possibilities. 

At'the Normal, - now styled North Western Louisiana Coll eg 

there are a number of people in the Art VrJinfa 

the sisters 3ertha and Hope Haupt. ohou-i they be -he lends 
of the people .from "ulsa, a lot of things c ou..de veh.ua ,e. 

Not the least interesting, - aside from the fact .hat the aupt 
(s) might bring their friends to see the Madam, is .he «.ot 
'that the sisters Haupt frequently spend week-ends at he 
Kaffy Camp, which is situated on the point o.. and precise, y 
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at the juotion of Cane River and the Spillway bayou, - the 
North side. Aoross the Spillway lives Jackie, CJerienoe'3 
daighter, - and a couple of houses down the road, as you 
know, from the Spillray, lives the girl friend herself. 

^ui,te often, when marching down the road to see Clemence, 

I encounter the sisters Faupt, standing on the spillway bridge, 
and I stop and pass a brief time of day with them. Little 
do they suspect, and great will be their surprise, if the 
Tulsa numbers turn out to b.e their friends, and they learn 
for the first time in theii* lives that mny'a time ulenenoe 
.has been slap on the same Spillway bridge fishing while they 
have been standing there as close to her £le I am to this 
typewriter. I must_re:anrk upon that possibility to Dora. 

r • ..£1. .*>*. 

, - 

An item for Vrenbourg is in the making, - a quilt. 

I think you will like it, - if and when it is ever done. 


[ )Uo 1 
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November 30th, 1945. 



Memorandum to Clipping Service; 

If you are pressed for tine, or if .this ribbon is so faint, 
you can't make out the writing .readily, just skip the wholee 
thing, and you will have missed little or nothing, for nothing 
of importance is at hand to report. 


Clif Byrd made the pattern a nlipbhr of y ars ago, - 
it is the big house at Melrose, with some trees and whatnot 
in the background, and Cane River flowing by in the foreground, 
or at what ’.Till eventually be the foot the t ing. 

He sketched it out on huge sheets of brown paper, and out 
out all the pieces, seme of which, I fear, m- y h ve teen 
lo t, tut that doesn't matter so much. 

*■ ‘ 1 * ’ l . ' •. i i . ii . • 

One will sew the pieces’of cloth slap on to the 
pattern, and when the whole business has been completed, 
the paper will be torn off, and therte will be an extra¬ 
ordinary item. Clenenc'e saw the pattern this morning, - 
rescued from some forgotten oabin, the leaving room, or a. one 
ouch, and natrually she is leaping to undertake' it. She 
would 'be* . But she wants Clif to come down to show her where 
to start and then sh’e wi 11 go ahead full tilt, '"he Madam 
has already observed that it, should he a number oor the 
project currently contemplated, and I am all in favor, 
naturally. ' • 

The Natchez paper to hand, today says that one Harnett 
Xane was a distinguished guest in Natchez of lira* Balfour 
Miller last week. He is in the fight company, and naturally 

I was enchanted that it was .la Miller of the Pilgrimage set 
and not Roan or Hi s Myra. 

There was a funeral at St* Mathew's today, -.ikibe 
Collins, father of Nillie Collins, o^'who.n I must speaki 
in another sitting. Cate went to Alexandria to see Millie 
and was killed t a oar at a street crossing, "’he' latest 
word from Clyde Claude Emmett Dgvis is is,that "he don't 
laugh no more and he don't hardly open his eyes' to look 
at you", - tut i think, - I hope, he is join; to njake it. 

Much uor e to talk qibout t^t no time -&t the moment....* 


* 

Yesterday, being Thursday, was Hr. Enipmayer day, arjd he 
arrived on schedile, with his wife, and we chatted ^or a half 
hour. 

'"he latest news on Cote Joyeuse has to. do with nephews of 
Lestan Prudhomme, the lamented diarist. It seems the two of 
them, now middle aged, and old enough to have more sense, haven' 
been speaking to each other for years, although they live on 
the same place. Their sister, a Mrs. keator, gives breakfast, 
dinner and supper to one of.them, and then takes the meal to 
where ever the brother is staying near,by. '"he boys names are 
Lestan-and Placide Prudhoraiue. The,family familiarly q? 11s then 
Let and Peck. Imagine turning Placide into an old Peck. 

Hr. Xnipmayer said that Peter netoyer fainted away in 
town last Saturday. He says he isn't well and should not 
ever attempt to work again, '"hank the. Lord he has tfyree , 
stalwart sons, '"here i3 talk that they are moving to A? exandria 
and at the same ti e that J. H* is going to build then a house 
across the road from Arentourg. I doubt the latter rumor, but 
one never knows, but it doesn't matter either way, just so 
long as they move. • ’ 

• # • 

?ugat Dur aame to see rae yesterday. He is anxious to 
get.his tractor and with Ezra, start leveling the.terraoe and 
diggin our lake. I am kopinj that J. H« will hurry up and 
go to South America so we can finish the thing completely so 
that no interruptions will come along, as well they might, 
should J.-H* be about and think of pulling a duck out of a 
bayou or saae'suoh. 

• 5 J S ' 1 \ •. * \ ' ’ / , 1 . v J ' . C „ l * * V * f ’ • 

In a round about way comes news from Clyde Claude Emmette 
Davis. His chances are about 50 - 50. He will never be much 
good for anything but the lightest type work. It..also 
turns out that Sara Brown went to see him in the hospital 
in Alexandria, carrying some money with him. His purpose 
was to bribe Clye Claude to swear in Cou? t that Roberta Brown 
was not the person who stabbed him. Slick fellow, that Sam 
Brown, but Clyde Claude gaspped No, and' Liam Brown cane away 
without having accomplished his- purpose*- ••• 
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I thought of j on and your request for "one tiny 
mimosa" yesterday when I visited a little nook o* land in the 
river between the bridge and the r.elrose store, rather behind 
Fugnbou's house. The, Iladam planted that region perhaps 15®years 
a^o with hundreds of rare and expensive things, - and*then went 
o-f and for jot about the place* Last year I spent sortie time 
there, trying to out throujh the jungle o^ growth that had 
sprung up. It was a crime the x way we had to slash down 
fine trees, in order that perhaps 50 could survive where 
hundreds had been planted. Amonj other things which had ■•’alien 
under the axe were several .mimosas. During the summer they had 
put out at the roots, and now they present a most wonderin' 1 
appearance, great sprnys radiating from the trunk, at a 
45 degree angle, and looking precisely lice a great circular 
fountain, each spray bding *p erhaps ,15 or 20 feet in length. 

.he price mimosa which has been marked for Arenbourg and you 
will never present such a spectnble, for it will never be mutilated 
in such a manner. I my or may merely had intended to tell you 
that I have located a fine .speaimen for Arentourg, - a wood 
healthy looking plant about 6 or 8 feet tall, and it me S without 
saying that it will be planted at irenbourg just as soon as 
the.tractors are finished with their jobs*. At first I head 
in mind to plant it near the entrance, but on seoond thought I 
think that ^ould be unwise, for there are telephone wires along 
the highway, some 20 °eet high, and the "tiny” mimosa would 
take the$»in its stride before we knew it, -*or the linemen 
would be whacking away at it before we coifd catch up with 
them, and so we shall i ee.c out some other advantageous spot* 

Oh, yes, while I think of it, I must tell you that 
when last I visited Glemenoe, she asked me if I could eventually 
bend you a little do-dad she had stirred up. It will go forward 
this among week. In the s;ime pao.tsge, I should like to include 
a lijtle item which I thought you might like to u^e as a paper- 
wei^ht, although it isn’t much a" a one* Last Spring, during 
high water, when I first thought of Arenbourg as qn object 
.or ^ou mutual consideration as a hAven for years to cone on 
La Gote Joyeuse, I found a smooth-smooth stone on the terrace, whe^e 
the river had undermined some of the bank. As you know, there 
are no stone format 1 >ns in this area, and obviously this one 
had been smoothed out by some forgotten process by possiblv 
the Katchez Indians who once dwelt in this neighborhood, This 
however, it the ^irst evidence that they actually lived on Arenbourg 
before the advent of the colonial expansion into this region. 

I suppose it must have lain buried here in the ground for generations, 

and somehow i,t has taken on the symbol of the original kev 3 tone 

to Arenbourg. nothing would be so just as for you to have‘ 

it, and noth ng would please me so much as to pass it along to 

you, so that whenever.it comes to hand, you will actuallv be 
t j chlng the '•’irst item that eventually will grow into a 
little kingdom of happiness in* this remote and forgotten 
in the forgotten 18th century ,that we have inherited from 
^ God that i so good...., # 
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December 1st, 1945. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

I am a little startled as I write the date line and 
realize how fast we are approaching the end of 1946. 

It is so delightfully like Spring In these parts .. 
too, and all this in contrast to the radio accounts of the 
snowstorms sweeping the north and the ’Sast, but which, I 
sincerely hope, somehow succeeded in passing you bye* 

Of the end os ure, practically nothing need be said. 

Poor-child, - obviously correspondence is not her forte, and 
-such a ^communication could scarcely inspife a very heart-fe 1 1 
response, - which, - come to think of it, - night ’explain, 
but probably not, the great silened that obtains ‘‘’rora across 
the water. 

Brother arrived early yesterday morning* He says Jackie 
is back from Alexandria'and that her husband is doing better* 

I hope so. 

« w e , 

Brother now r^ttl^s o^f his Mother G4o oe Hhymes pretty 
well now. , Fe started in this morning on 

Little boy Blue, come blow your horn; 

m heeheep’s in the meadow, the cow’s in the corn, 

• * 

only Brother had it this way: 

Little boy Blue, cone blow your horn, 

The sheep's in the mud hole, the cow’s in the corn; - 

which is just as good,’-I reckon,, since B other wouldn't 
know so much about a'meadow as e a # iaucL hole* 

'"he postman brought a six pi ge letter to the Madam from 
la Moore* It contained little news other than her several 
duties as bonne a tous faire, now that she manages the 
household, not.to mention her new grandson. I must eventually 
drop her a line, telling her not to forget to nntrioulate 
in the Spring session at L« S. U«, where, if it please w eaven, 
she may eventually become the Colonel's T ady« 

At mail time, I saw Lindberg Carpenter at the store, a 
nice boy f-ora way back somewhere between Little Fiver and Fed 
Fiver. He had bro ight up some pecanes he had been "sorappii g”, 
as the phrase goes in these prrts. I don't recall i - * I ever 
spoke to you of Carpenter village, which isn't a village.at 


\ 
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all, til' 1 ' merely a place -^here a number of members of th-- family, 
tearing the name Carpenter live.- It is in about as remote a 
section as I know, and the people there seldom get 'ip *° 

Melrose. Uatohitoches, for then, I suppose, must be almost 
on the other side of . the globe, and I doubt i" any o^ them ever 
got as Vr as’that from there where for generations they have 
first, and last seen the light of day. 

Perhaps I did tell you that'some strange person onoe 
turned the Carpenters in to the federal Bureau of Investigation, 
reportin' they were in radio c.ommunioa-tion with Moscow. It was 
something of a wild goose chase "or the poor investigator who had 
to look into the natter. 

•«hat was several, y Mrs ago when k* 3. I* was investigating 
the v oy " v iend on th*e charge that he hf A crome here to stir up 
racial dissatisfaction on the part of negro laborers in America, 
what a flock of people must lue *• 3* I- for mere spite work. 

• - • ‘ • '* ' 4 ' * - - 1 *■' • * t • - • • 

"'he latest news, .following the survey of the-Montrose- 
lielrose lane, iv.es the inf Or ration that the new bridge, to re¬ 
place the present sfrdot'ire, which you nay'recall irr the 
photograph, 'token from the terrace at Arerit urg, will 
place the new unit about 100 feet to the south o the o.. d 
bridge, '"his, I think, will eliminate all view o^ any 
o'ossing o" the ri’ver "rom our terrace, so that we will give 
"he impression of being a little more removed from ordinary 
t affic, and In a way, the removal of the old bridge,- whioh 
I really rather like, will change the appearance of Cane River 
iijto what will seem to be a Grand Canal. I don’t know what the 
1945-1946 style in bridgesof this nature nay be like, -tut 
something tails me that today's designs may not be . x dte so 
j man tic as those in wogae when the current structure was 
ore ted. Theref-ore, I reckon it is as well that whatever 
the new replacement may be like, it is as well that it 
be screened, thanks to its new position, and probably nothing 
oould be more pleasant for a prospect than an uninterrupted 
-Grand -Canal • ... 

C * r * • 

bo ay interr ptions In thi letter, I ^e^r it if o* 
little account. I mu3t break* of" writing 1 , but not thinking, 
of someone in particular*......• 


ISi 1. 
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Memorandum to Clipping Sexvioaj 


Lo,' - egad at 1-oqg last,' my old machine, and a new ribbon. t t , 

Instead of the usual salutation, I nearly began this note with 
Dear tfriend. Thai; was beoause of a lot of things coursing through my 
brain since hearing yesterday's Invitation to Learning, with Seneoa as 
the subjeot, and with qne of the best lines beii^g that worthy gentle¬ 
man's definition of a friend as being a person to whom one oan give his 
best, I think that is a swell definition, and somehow a good definition 
somehow makes one realise the clearer, bow muoh a thing or a person really 
means and so somehow adds to the value of the word whioh so neatly 
wraps’up a whole floak of sensations. , j• z A 

, What with this new ribbon, I must write to lire. Brandon, to whom 
I have long delayed writing beoause I realised that with her failing 
eyesight, she would sense their weakness the more when oonfronted by 
, a such a faint typedi pag#^ ot to: .iron me i e , 

A must write to Dqra, too. But not b^oa^se .of the new ribbon but 
beoause I passed by ^lemenoe's house last night and in the flioker of 
a somewhat indifferent' oil lamp, -1 ,noted her latest efforts, showing 
a decided kin fluenoe, .resulting from her reoent tjip to tha 
Alexandria Charity u ospital to see Clyde u laude ^mmett Davia. 

She has made three or four pictures, typifying the reoent doings. 

The disagreement that brought abqut the oombat, - and those two are 

not especially different from her usual touoh. and then a oouple that 

are her idea of first aid to the stricken, and then a soene, depicting 

the details in a hospital ward, - patients in,their beds, little side tables, 

a patient being rolled in on a stretcher, eto., eto.« It Is all very 

busy but quite quite gay, and i>ora will do handsprings when h£ sees it. 

When I arrived, she was just undertaking one of Clyde Claude mmeljt Davis, 
and the general idea will.be a blaok-blaqk man, lyii?g in the bed* 
the-sheets looking awfully white and Clyde looking awfully blaok, and 
he has on no shirt, but a white-white bandage iB bound about hie chest, 
and a tell-tale spot of red indioates the plaoe where he was 
"stobbed*. ^ 1 ,8ouj so A . 

£1 Jt u tU — ■ 1 • ^ C j *iC• i *i . t L J o f -■ J. J • w ► • Xc **. i v 6 • (J J J X 

Jaokie, Mary Frances, Minnie Mae and Junior were with Clemenoe, 
and we had quite a lot of fqn talking for an hour or so before the 
minature fire.that sissled along on ^he hearth. A quilt, in its frames, 
had been drawn'to the ceiling, for that is the custom in the Cane "iver 
oountry, and it was all rather like being under a bright oanopy, and 
delightful, Nearly every cabin, suoh as Celine's or ^lemenoe s has 
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spikes in the rafters at appropriate places, and on these spikes the 
wires or ropes are so attached as to suspend the quilt, while in 
the making, - that is , whilebeing worked upon, so that the ladies 
may sit in ohairs about the quilt, which, of oourse, takes up most of the 
room. When the day’s work is completed, and the thing is to be put 
aside until the morrow, the whole frame, quilt and all, is drawn up 
to the ceiling, enabling ordinary life to go on beneath its pleasant 
handiwork. 

I hadd started down to w lemenoe's after.dark, and had caught up 
with a figure on the road, going in the same direction. It was her 
son. King, who was just going home after a day'.s work, - tired, but. 
happy, being fortified with groceries and having the promise of a 
bath and a good supper on reaching home, where Irene, his wifo* b* 1 * 1 
her daughter, beulah, and Estelle and my friend, Brother, would be 
awaiting him. When I left him at ^ldamone’s gate, he asked me to 
come "and sit up" with him, as the saying goes here, and so t,old him 
I would be along in an hour or so. 

O ' . i.i.i ; 3D 0 ‘1 WG 1 .OCsJ £/i | < iO» w tl\£j £*.0 J. i) W8 >*3 • • ^ ^ *- X • J 190 

And so, after leaving ''lenience's, I went on down the road to the 
next house, brother had heard my footsteps in the gravel, so he was t 
out at the gate to meet me. King had had his supper and was sitting 
by a nice fire in some newly laundried olothes, - all save stocking, for 
he was barefoot. Their- fireplaoe isn’t very big, but we all got around it, 
and there was only one little ruffle in the arrangement, and that was when 
some question oame up as to the possibility that Bstelle and Beula, ocoupyi 
ing one chair, might not leave room enough for Brother, in his little chair, 

to find a place next to me. Wall, he got his plno«» a &d we talked, - King 
and I, mostly, and the children sat as still as mice which is an accomplish 
ment in enduraoe, for children that age, - ,the sitting lasting about an 
hour. Irene served King and me some excellent coffee, .and about when 
I started to push back from the circle, King asked me to taste some 
fine whiskey he had obtained from somewhere, but I demurred, with great 
strength of character, - for I really would have enjoyed the whiskey and 
the pleasure of toasting a glass with him, but i realise that especially 
for negroes in a dry Parish, whiskey is hard to get. And it is expensive, 
too, and what's more they like it r ~and so I pleaded that I had eaten bo 
: much for supper or some suoh, and so said-good night* and returned home. 

It was a pleasant evening all in all, nothing at all exoiting, nothing 
at all intellectualand certainly one entirely out,of line with the establish¬ 
ed order. But there was the pleasantness of being with kindly human beings 
whom one likes and who, one.feels, reoiperooates, and after all, I guess 
that is about as pleasant a sensation sooially, as one is likely to ex¬ 
perience in life. L 

. t... ' ovJ i. -jO'j t-'.to'-j -II53 . . ..> 

■“eoause of the enclosures, I shall write but this single page. 

It appears that Mr. baohelier is aotually getting his house built in 
the environs of Natchitoohes, and I am glad for.him. I thought 
a line in ^iss "obina's letter might amuse you, in reference to Mr. Byrd's 
entertaining of A nnie Gib son's sister, Miss Nellie Ragan., .... 

' • f, ' . 1 
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Memorandum to Clipping bervioe: "' ~ * 1 . ■ 

, lO . J . « . c. ..• 

Thrice blest was I when today's post brought me three Reports, 
just like that, dating from the 28th, 29 th and 30th. 

, • U A X * | J Jl © X 

.» .. _ > ^ t( ^ y i» J } » a Aj ' * ^ -* I .. . , , ^ . + a . • « •. i _ 

May I tell you hot/ noble I think you are, and how muoh I 
appreciate your' devotion to correspondence, and at the same time, 
may I conjure you not to try to exhaust yourself when other matters 
pile up so high as, they have during the last week in bovember. You 
always know I will understand. 

, • ♦ . 

Thanks, too, for sending along the Dora letter. I thought 
it very, very nioe,*and I know that Dora will be delighted when he 
reoeiveB the original. 

It certainly was nioe of Nadine to share her letter with you, but 
I appreciate your determination not to duplicate her action by a similar 
gesture in her general direction. 

’f* I found it noble, thd way you aooepted the disappointment over 
my inability to grant your request for a tiny mimosa. As for the 
’eventual location of the fine speoimen now ready for placing, I shall 
not*attempt to "spot", as the darkies say, the exact position until 
after the tractors have done some of their smoothing about of the 
terraoe and are dohe digging the pool, or whatever the later (latter) 
turns outfto b4; But of thiB I am quite stirs,, there isn't going to 
be anything at Arenbourg that will prevent us from planting anything 
we want" to anywhere we want to. I should like to have Arenbourg 
beautfful, or at least charming, but never must form get beyond the 
realization of human desires to plaoe anything in any spot that pleases 
regardless of the form involved. At the moment it would seem to Me that 
the mimosa might find a nice situation soewhere along the entrance 
drive, but all of that will depend on how that business unrolls as the 
* tractor pull out and leaVe us a chance to survey the ultimate lay out, 
prior to planting the 1 first tree, whioh will be your mimosa. 

« In today's mail came a leter from la belle of the .Library 

Commission’.^ It is extraordinary how in spite of the fact that she 
says herself she doesn't know the river very well, and in spite of 
the way the river has always re-acted to her evidences of kindliness, 
she appears to feel that she must always take up the defense for 
him, regardless of what is said. At the Madam's request, I had respond¬ 
ed in her behalf to la C.'s secretary's letter of recent date, remarking 


aetf dirJd/ 


^le ioc aanlxis .teriouJJaon aJ 







J? 
















From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS* #M~ 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1526 




1527 


at the Madam's suggestion that for herself, she couldn't find anything 
of Lyle in Gumbo Ya-Ya # In Miss Culver's letter today, she explains 
the whole business this way: - a lot of people object to the first 
50 pages about the negroes, eto, because it is bawdy, etc. But 
says la C.., some of the book was done by negroes anyway, and it is 
possible that they did that part. And then, she explains, as 
Lyle was sick when the proof reading was being done, - I think she 
said, "as Lyle was ill", - much of the proof reading was done by 
Robert Tallent. But she goes on,'Lyle says he is willing'to assume 
, a11 responsbiliity. , 

So there you have it,'- if anything is wrong with the book, the 
niggers did it, and if that wasn't caught, then the failure was Robert 
Tallent's, and I think I shall tell that to Dora, and he will be 
' so hot that the paper will sizzle when he responds to the same. 

It was my understanding from Miss w ulver's secretary that Miss 
Culver journeyed to "ew Orleans last Wednesday, In any event. Miss 
Culver says she did not see A'yle while in New Orleans, and that she 
learned that'he was in New York at that time. It is'quite possible 

that he is, but I shall be amazed if that is really true, 

• , 

’• I have always thought it remarkable the way a dog, no matter 

how he might be kioked about by his master, would continue to wag his ta 
tail whenever the master's name'was so much as mentioned, I must say 
the same thing puzzles me even more when it comes to human beings, 
especially as I know perfectly well that neither individual in this 
strange comedy-tragedy ever meant anything especial to the other, - 
save blind devotion on the one part, - to the point of folly, 

A lady of far greater mentality, but just as lost as the 
one mentioned above, is the writer of the enolosed letter. You 
will note the writhing of a soul, insufficient uhto itself, and 
yet, perhaps through an unfortunate personality and a vartty of 
other oiraumstanoes, wanders longly through life, not quite able 
to find the friend, as described'by beneoa, -*one to whom an individual 
can give his best", 

I think the individuals mentioned in the letter are all known to 
you, - the Beaoh Master being young Pierce, and in reading’ of him, 

I must say my heart goes out to Dr. -Sutler, whose closing years must 
be saddened by the darker viewpoints demonstrated by young 
Pieroe and Virginia T -. Dixon, Did I tell you that his other daughter, 
Mary Prances, during the past year, married young Dr. Pugh, of the 
old •‘Louisiana family by that name. I have a feeling that that 
marriage may be something of a solaoe in anotherwise disappointing 
world, 

;. >jT : u e;u* q» eAeJ jsjwr erta JeaJ leal ui si -./uin eels 

In' the case of our correspohdent herself, one recognizes so 
readily the sincere longing for someone who will lend a sympathetic 
ear to one who really has something worth while to say, but whoo lacks 
the personal attributes to cultivate genuine friendship. Her 
wish that someone she knows remain unattached, springs merely from 


the'faot that nearly everyone she knows i,s attaohed, and she makes 
the error of deducing that it is oeoause they are attaohed that they 
automatically have lost the capacity for friendship, whereas in reality, 
as has been so magniflatently demonstrated to me in one shinning 
examplej great souls and sympathetic ones,are in no way robbed or 
or made aloof, by such oiroumstances, 

• . 

Although the point may seem a little remote, I believe there is 
much in what the Madam has to say in that old familiar phrase of hers: 
"Only two people can talk", 

• * - t " ‘i ~ 'A. . t 

* The great trouble with ordinary society is the faot that too freque 

ently people keep themselves , n lost ,v by always keeping themwelves in a 
orowd. By following suob a course ? one never gets to know anyone very 
, well and confidences, and thoughts of genuine merit', very fre qpiently 
cannot be disoussed in tpe buaa of gatherings. The springs from which 
one might draw strength and refreshment somewho dry up instantly when 
the heat of ^too much heat of conversation, superficial at best, pre- 
vades the atmosphere. ■ •* 4r 


i have long felt that the t,rue depths of the waters of life are 
best plumbed by but two sympathetic souls. The presence of a third 
party or a thirteenth, somehow muddies the waters, and the visions and 
the values are lost on an uncertain surfaoe. I think our corres¬ 
pondent has never discovered that secret. 

Onoe a thought or an idea has been drawn from the depths of 
the universe, they are often enhanced in value and made to shine the 
more clearly by bringing them up for discussion with a group number 
several people, but to disoover those kfc truths in the beginning, 
and to gain strength in the search for them, the process must be limited 
to not more than two in most instances. 

Along that line, 1 have often felt, as I envision the future of 
Arenbourg, it would be so much more satisfactory andimpregenated with 
happiness for all if in oase of guests of quality for dinner or supper, 
number 8, for example, if.two tables of four eaoh might be set on 
the terraoe, rather than one big table for 8. And the best part 
of the whole business would be that between times, there would be an 
even smaller table for but two. 

I reckon our correspondent, has so often seen people of 
indifferent depth get lost after becoming attaohed, that she 
is under the impression that such a transpormation always occurs, 

I suppose, in view of the little ciroule in whioh she has lived, such 
a conclusion would be logical, but how little does she comprehend 
that one can have a very speoial compartment in the heart for one 
human being and still have endless other compartments for the rest of 
human!ty. 
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Just 0136 <mor6 thing, and than I am dona fox this sitting, whioh 
is altogether to lengthy even now, 

« £ « '• i : 1 _ ' . r. ; . . ■ . : v .j , 

You may recall some 7 or 8 years ago that I annunciated a theory 
that man, even as women, are suseptable to certain oyoles, averaging 
about a month for one complete rotation,kwherein their physical 
and menial and spiritual vigor goes from a high level to a low point, 
and so *oound and 'round, I have continued this observation which 
I thought original over a period of years and found it to be borne out 
by continued observations, . o 

I have not read the artiole yet, but i. h. told me yesterday, 
when I spoke of that theory to him, - what with things rather down 
in his ..enage, and he surprised me by saying that in the Deoember 
Reader’s Digest.there is such a theory set dpwn, following a number of 
year8 of observation on the part of certain medioal athorities, Isn t 
it strange how individual theories, even as in the case of inventions, 
sometimes develops concurrently, without either party thus speculating, 
being aware that another or others are on the same track, 

I must skip for the moment, and please for give the length of 


this epistle. 
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Memorandum to dipping Service: 
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revi 


r.iaa & oau o.vd aqn.aw e<2oo-i 

,ei . 

Your wintery weather of late is a little more oomprehensible,- 
just a little, for we have been having some rain, and the'thermometer 
is down around the 30’s this morning. In two or three hours, I 
shall be going to the store and it will be filled with negroes, 
hugging the gas stove and generally delighted that there is 
no work on a day suoh as this "when God ain't got in mind for folks 
to work when it is like what 'tis", • 

« •„ * • jii. OluUr CO .»•> llx 3 ‘J 1 ii .lx 

But one man's meat being another man's poison, I profited by 
yesterday's high winds and low temperatures by getting caught up 
on a oouple of back items I have been holding until Mr, Brew 
could lay aside his big old truck for a few minutes, 

and so 1 thank you again for sending the perfectly grand 
exerpt regarding Mount Morris whioh you were so good as to 
copy for me, 1 « - ■ j *■ v - 1 •'■" 

ir J Vi. .. ■; J , £u .H • .. -•. t 

It held a flock of particulars*i didn't know about, aside from 
the original name of the country seat itself 

. -o .3- 0" • 


:< j v, 


a v 


It is ourious that I had never learned about the identity of 


Juu 




39. 


Mrs..Soger Morris until this late date. I had heard much of how 
George Washington had wooed; • or had been wooed some stories have 
it, by la Phillips before his marriage to the widow, Marthat Oustis. 

And speaking of la Oustis reoalls to mind that I have long thought 
it would be a good question to submit to Information Please: 

What was the maiden name of Martha Washington? And the answer, 
of course, is Martha Dandridge, which the experts might or might 
not recall under the stress of the radio crowds, eto, 
no:! :■ jocreo o.. 1 Lew o , 

I think 1 have spoken to you of the lovely country plaoe of 
the Phillips girl at .Phillips Manor, hard by Dobbs Perry, As I reoall, 
the Yonkers home is much-older and much less elegant, while the 
one further upra the Hudson is really oharming. An old friend of 
mine bought a small slice from the old plaoe and i used to go there quite 
often onae upon a time. In those years it was the home of some 
people named Kendal, and very oharming it was, too. And just 
to think that Madam Morris had two suoh lovely country seats. - 
Phillips Manor and Mount Morris, 


I r 


» T 


I especially liked the phrasing of the advertisement when old 
Mr. Qarroll sold Mount.Morris, - and especially the part about 
oystering and clamming If one oan go fishing, I reokon one might 
go oystering, too, but'it certainly seems to sound odd and I can't 
Imagine what kind of oysters Manhattan ever produced, 

...: o .. b 


J 1 
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Memorandum to Clipping Servicei 


. 


I'm late thiemornlng and accordingly this report may be 
a little more sketchy than usual. 

O i 1 - i . 

I.t is now nearly 7 o'clock, and J am a-tingle with crisp morning 
ozone. Dp early, I took a gander at the wood yard, for yesterday 
Bill. Rooque brought me mountains of fat pine, about an ieh thiok 
and four feet long and 6 inches wide. It fits my fireplace nicely, 
and burns like mad, but its lasting qualities are not great, and 
eo i have had a look at the Christmas log situation, «• any big old 
log b for long burning beling known as Christmas logs to the local 
.darkies. 


C'B 




a.* 


And using that word, - the last in the foregoing paragraph, reminds 
me of a radio program I heard by chance last night. 

v , J 1 - -* ■ -■ 0 s- i 1 . . . r 

I couldn't find anything in particular of interest, and being 
rather t,ired, I just sank back on my plllowg and let the darn thing 
play as it would. It seems that the Sonatra Old Gold outfit was in 
ascendency on the particular wave my dial was tuend -in on. There was 
some .talk to which I paid little attention about awarding Sonatra some 
printer*8 or news writer's award for his work in better racial or 
mor toneration understandings, none of which I paid much attention. 

10 --.'-' 1 . ev*. -Joi: Sii v 0 • , i.'ltoor.* I ' i'SS&T :• '• 

Then there was some music and the singing of a few bars from 
Old Kentucky Home, - and no further comment about the subject in hand. 

I 1 si ' *• ► f ■ • ‘ ' v ‘ 

If memory serves, Stephen Foster wrote the opening lines of the 
song to go like this: 


•t cr- 


The sun shine, s bring on my Old Kentucky hone, 
'.Tis summer, the darkies are gay.* 


' Jb&noiei 
: * 


But the way he sang the secdnd line was: 

' . . , ■' 

Tis summer, the old folks are gay......" 

# icvo • ’ i i o\ i). '-J . ■ j k..j. -1 >v 

is roy understanding that some negroes objeot to the word 
darkle", although I have never discussed the point with any of my friends 
on that score. I assume that the existence of such a feeling plus 
the fact that the singer is being hailed as a ohampion for better racial 
understanding may be the reason for having changed the words, but it is 
80 far *v 8 „ new substitution is concerned, I think. 

£! 1 w 0k8 n to < !?® a ® though "negroes'* could have been substituted for 

® ha f in « the m oter, but whoever hit on makeing those 
old foks up in Kentuoky gay got off on the wrong foot. I think 
Besides, it's a little futile trying to ra- w nt!> D A 
Stephen *oster ever wrote, i think. g classic like anything 





I wish I could recall if l spoke to you about the quilt whioh 
we are "calculating" to stir up. 

• * 

iSver so long ago, Glif Byrd got a huge sheet of heavy brown 
wrapping paper and drew a large picture of Melrose on it, - the 
house perhaps two and a half or three feet wide, overhead he put i: 
some clouds, and to the side, - both sides, some tress and bushes 
and in the foreground the blue waters of Cane Biver. When oompleti 
Sketched, it was the size of a bed quilt. 

The thing came to mind some time back, 
itefa for Arenbourg. After much se&roh 


and it seemed like a good 

... .. _—__ . ^ - -. the sketch was found, and 

this afternooon I 11 bet Clemence will be on all fours, after finish! 
hhis morning's laundry, pouring.over the design and contriving someth 
in her mind that will be ex raordinary. 

■j , ; i , i 1 - . • 

In spite of the high winds yesteray afternoon, I headed out 
for her house with the great roll of paper. But before getting 
under full sail, I stopped off at the store and got a few varks - 
say 30 or 40 , of light wrapping paper. y * 

.. Arriving at ^lenience's, we figured it out that we oould transfer 
the original design onto the thinner paper, on whioh the various 
pieces of cloth could be sewed, thus leaving the original pattern for 
us to refer to at any old time. P 

t 

Somehow 1 have a-feeling that with *r. Byrd's distinctly attract 
creation as a sketch and Glemenoe’s ability to "rig the thing un" 
we snail have a really striking item for Arenbourg eventually, and 
what with the original sketoh retained, perhaps Clemence can such sev< 
extra pieces at the same time she does'the fifst set, and “ Se able 
to make the succeeding ones with dispatch, i can think of a few 

w ^°. w ® uld 4 be delighted to have a Cane River item of this type 

under taking a** 6 i£ U 0an 6 ° alon£ witt some of th ® other Hunter 

6 ' ,o , 

Knowing '■’lemehoe as I do, she will be determined to get the thin* 
into production . And I shall be amazed if she really does take time c 
to transfer the design, which I hope she does, but shall be hut#* 
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Back from the wood yard, 1 discovered that instead of catching 
another skunk last night, a big fat old oppssum was in the trap. 

Sam Peaoe has just carried him away, and at Yarn's house tonight there 
will be roast 'possum and sweet potatoes, roasted in the askes along 
side, and things will be merry. 

Prom my agents, x learn that Browsie Peaoe, now occupying the 
little cabin on the narrow strip of HJ. H.'s land, sandwiched in between 
Arenbourg and Alfred Llorena, is moving today to the cabin occupied by 
the late lamented Evalena Easily, Brow.sie having been told by Mr. J. H. 
that I had bought t.he property on which Browsie's dwelling stands. 

If that be true, and it may not be, so far as what J. H. told him, I 
am wondering what family is destined for Browsie's vacated house. I 
certainly ,hope not the *eter iletoyers, since their .accumulation of hogs, 
horses and mules would scarcely have breathing space on that little strip, 
»nd for our point of view, it would be better to have them move 
someplace other than such a tiny strip so close to their former range. 
Well, we shall see. 

I think the enclosed letter from Rudolph Puohs is of little 
interest, save for its dating. Written on November 6th, it was 
gotten around Ijo only yesterday, for during the past month, i have 
concentrated only on what seemed more highly valued by myself, what with 
Mr. Brew's time so limited. I think you know that Rudolph is one genera¬ 
tion from ^e.rmany, and- is currently at Halloran Hospital on Staten 
Island where-he has something to do with German prisoners of war. 

‘it . 1 Ain. :.i - •« •••’'••- • 

, The postman brought us nothing yesterday, not even the 
Gorigressional Record, so today we shall probably have a flock of 
2nd Class mail, and I hope that ^lemence may receive her application 
from Rosenwald shortly. I am surprised it has not oome long before 
this, and in view of the lateness of the. hour, I am wondering if this 
year s decisions are already in the bag.* 

‘ ^« * ’' ’ " • . ; i i ■, J t; ;i £ I 0 0 3 .08 

Well^ Brother has oome and gone, but will probably be baok. 

Yesterday he didn't make it until after the thrid start. The first 
return was occasioned by "Brimmcra". In the road that frightened him. 

I accompanied him part way, until he was beyond the flock. And 
after returning to this keyboard, Lo.' brother appeared again. He 
had enchounteted another flook, and again we started out. If I don'.t 
watch out, i shall be adding .tjhe. j.ole of companionate conductor as 
well as tutor to my seveal lines of endeavor, 

ft 3 03 tf &*•.•■* dO OOOT . il QPO : 3ftrf3 a tfr 

iwu. ,j v.fiji d$Lti erW tieas oaib raven #ve4 I n; 

lo oofieetftf Jarii o«ur»9i! 
a* hellA.1 ai ■ 


aaici 


a 


i, u 


ro. 


/ j S'. 




on® 

tU, 1 ■ til ■ iO 

OH 1 o be ue.io Hnlv. n 

: * • ■ : .J r, 

. 

. ,3Col uo . •< eh< iio 
Igcieit a e3iv<-ex o 


%{S Cil il 
•; I • , A * 
, ToO : 


Tel fI06 ft 9 £ 

. J o a tarn 


3e wen or 

[« - .i 


•saOTsetr* ii 

; jo.ii vsi 


T93q:- b:-.J i>* 

3 no 


HO 30$ 


al 


el J J 


aawiw xeve k 


>n£v ar&o ■ 
UO I "’0 i ! 

adool 
' 8 <? J J1 • 

3 id - 

31 ,eebl) 
rao'* a$dq: 


ii j. 

U 




|C<ii 


1533 


Fortune Magaaine, November, 1946. 
The Monster of Grammont. 
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Memorandum to Clipping Service: ,3 . 

iUV ii . . 1--V . . • . J ' 1,J 1 

The above items are something Mrs. Knipmayer mentioned yesterday 
when she dropped by with the dootor, and the Madam told her she 
might be able to locate them through your good offices in New York. 
si t £ ir.l : 6.. a OUC <: -3 CO Oi 3 <,i'.'-iiil 3 0« r . X 

The Madam ask® me to say to tell you that almost any day now 
she i8 threatening to take h pen in hand to drop you a line, and 
that she is sending a check fqr outstanding expenditures, but she 
knows you are not worrying on that score, - . 

ii.. » ./0o0 - _ 

On my own behalf, relative to the two items, I would ask you 
o not to bother about them at all, and oertainly not .until well 
into 1946. The November issue of Fortune .would not likely appear 
on the Market in several months anyway, and as for the novel, - I assume 
it is a novel, is nothing, 1 am sure, .that “rs. Knipraayer is in 
3. any hurry for. , She merely n wanted to give it to her son sometime, 
the latter having read a book by that title, and having relinquished 
it to its original owner at some time in the past, says he would 
eventually like to own a copy for himself. There is nothing in 
the Christmas business about all this, and don't let it worry you, for 
if you should never run aoross either, it will just be counted off 
as something that was impossible to locate, 

- 1 •' . . . 

) And now that that business is out of the way, may we get baok 

to ourselves. 

The laggardedly postman of day before yesterday made up hand¬ 
somely by yesterday's post. There were again letters for neither 
the M a dam nor for me from any quarter, but the 2nd olass mail, or 
the parcel post department, was truly elegants The perfectly 
exquisite books in their equally nice wrapping, oame safely to 
hand, and if the .eventual recipients are half as oraay about them as 
I sm, then there are going to be some happy hearts along this bend 
of Cane River this Christmas. 

il ■ *.f{i ul redii<e&S'*- *o si cxo.ij \.o oo- , 

The photographic item, Tobe, is going to both gladden and be 
poured over and over from now until Kingdom ^ome, and already I can 
fanoy how it is going to be kept income speoial plaoe in some 
particular home, destitute of books, and beome an objeot of pride 
whenever plenty of people, none of them ever having possessed a 
book, pass that way. 


*8 J. 





i 











,TCtC^ruii :o raJ&no, t 

A was truly enohanted at the copy of The Ugly Duckling, and 
strangely enough, I don't recall ever having seen a oopy of that story 
in a hook all devoted to just that particular story, is a child, 
and even now, my favorite fairy story is Oinderilla. As a child, 
and equally so now. The Ugly -^okling, was way out ahead in stories 
having to do with animals or our feathered friends, I am not 
sure that too poignant a story usually appeals to a ohild, but the 
nioest thing about the Duokling tale was the splendid way it turned 
out, and I suppose the promise of happiness in the end, helping 
one to endure the present, just so long as the future can be anticipated 
in part, is the pattern which is likely to spread over the lives 
of many-a ohild, from infanoy to old age, so that as a straight 
bit of fiotion for younsters, it is likely to be as influential as 
almost anything ha is likely to run up against in those earlier years, 
and i8 not likely to be out-done by anything along similar lines that 
will follow after.. 

t 1 1 ■' • * * ** • - - »' c : i 

48 for the Rojankovsky book, you already know how much I 
love that, - it is suoh a treasure of delights on every page, and 
while its artistic merits are likely to exoeed the ability of 
those who see.it in so f*-r as aotually appraising its true value 
completely, still, it is awfully nioe to realize that having onoe laid 
•yes on its contents, many of those who view it will .always see lots 
"O* thelliving objects, ^herein depicted, in a fashion henceforth that 
will always be different,.a little mQre special to them, and bubbling 
over i# their own hearts down through the years, .as one glance at a 
chicken, for example, as it will pass before them a million times 
in real life, their hearts and memories will instinctively leap baok 
to the lovely gift bqok that someone from afar brought into their 
lives, even before they knew you to be their friend. 

t all makes mq feel very happy and I know you are joining 
me in sensing a happier Christmas this year just in the realization 
of the pleasures that your kindness and generosity has afforded us all 
you, me and our Cane Hiver friends. . » 

Louisiana has suoh curious weather that I oannot but remark 
upon the sudden change that developed yesterday. There was a white- 
white frost in the morning, and by noon a delioious south west wind 
was blowing warm-warml By evening the thin orbit of the new moon 
shimmered through a evening s^y that somehow put out a feeling 
of warmth that registered in the thermometers. This morning I 
have a fire going on my hearth, but it is purely decorative, and 
through the open door staggers in .a breath of narcissus in full 
flower that is so heady there is nothing of December in the air but 
only Hay. t , t 

0 liJ.il 

And speaking of fire,, there was one yesterday that oonsumed 
a cabin about ll;30^in full sunshine, so that it was oonsumed almost 
before anyone knew it was on fire. 


The cabin was occupied as a h,ome by Maybelle, King Hunter's 
former wife, and Brother's mama, dhen King and Maybelle parted, 
Brother eventually went to live wj.th King, along with Estelle, while 
Maybelle kept the two other children. 

• v . J ^ • 1 0 0 - - ilj - • • q » J 

M aybelle is a no - account, lacking even the energy which 
her sister, “attie, our former oook, used to demonstrate. 


The h, 0 U 8 e v was in the lane in the field, immediately behind the 
house where, I live. It is to the North, and parallels the river road. 

/ • • * 

Aunt ^aline, Sam Peace's mama, lives in the first house on the 
lne, just beyond the bamboo hedge at the baok of. the white garden. 
Maybelle and her present "helper" O'Levy, . ppssibly a corruption 
from Clivier, lives in the next cabin, and there is a thrid, temporarily 
v untenapted. - , o - , i. 

dr, ... <it j . . . of; ft. i eft 

, But the thing about Maybelle'8 house that I liked was the age of 

the thing. It was one of th,e two remaining log oabins, held over 
from slavery days, I had deoided some time baok that l would eventually 
take it down and nipve it to *renbourg, plaoing it at one end of the 
pond, and that eventually we would have the darkies build us one 
of those unusual round mud chimneys in it„ But now, you see, we shall 
have to forego that idea. But sain Peace tells me that half of his 
house is new and that the other, half is of Logs and dates from 
slavery times, too. He says he would be glad If I would take the 
original house away from his dwelling,, as he has plenty o,f room without 
that part, and so perhaps something may be worked out along that 
line, so that we shall haye our original slave oabin of longs and our 
unique Cane River round mud ohimney, too. 

Today I got off a package to Dora, and one that is likely to 
give him great satisfaction, I think. It contained an item similar 
to the one she sent you, - and I should have remarked before this that 
in each case, so °lemenoe told me, the name of the individual there 
represented in the item sent, is pinned on to the. same. There 
was a shipment of some of ^lemenoe's latest efforts and some of 
Mary Frances's pairitings, whioh I should have sent some time baok, 
and a third item, • "borrowed", if I may say so, whioh may or may 
not please -^ora, but whioh I think probably will. It is a very 
artistio photograph, taken by a rather famous, - quite famous photograph 
er, of Clemenoe some 25 years ago. So far as facial appearanoe goes, 
it isn't anything, for it might be anyone, since the features are 
scarcely visible. But the figure, • a woman with a hoe, is very 
nicely done, not unlike one of the more humble figures pcrtrajred in 
Millet's pictures. The whole thing is very shadowy, with the figure 
seeming almost to disolve into the duskiness of first dark. But 
since it is a likeness of the individual in question, I think 
he will like it regardless, and I think he should have it. It 
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i8 from an unpublished colleotion that have been housed here for 
the past quarter of a century, and since the photographer, now dead, 

As famous, I am forever expeoting la Grignan to start searching for them, 
and once having met that fate, they would all, white, but especially 
those of the negroes, be in. profane hands and the world would probably 
never see® them, and no one would enjoy them, 

t '■ ' 

I am not even certain of the ownership o,f these .fine creations. 

I think they belonged to the photographer, - I just reoall the name, - 
Doris Oilman, who did so many famous people years ago, and who did, 

I think, the illustrations, among other things, for , - and now the 
name of that book eludes me. 

.0 v > - t ( 

As I recall, these photographs were sent to the river a short time 
before her premature death, and no one seems to know if they were ever 

to have been sent baok or what, I guess the river might well 

claim ownership, - in fact he does, - but for some reason, has never 
carried them away. Some time baok he mentioned that probably la 
Grignan would ask for them, if she should remember they are here, and 
he of course would give them to her, for another's sake, but as 

things turn at present, neither he nor anyone else will ever want them, 

and I suppose they have forgotten them by now. 

. : jrd ... . , . . 3 « - 

Be that, as it may, 1 have sent along this one, - the only one 
of u lemenoe, taken so long ago, for I can think of no one who would 
treasure it so much, and with it, l pointed out that it was merely 
"a borrowed gift”, but between you and me, I .think no one will ever ask 
dor it, and if th y do not, it can eventually grace Arenbourg, and will 
be rather nioe to supplinent some Hunter Show we might- eventually 
puv on there privately for our friends. « 

,OCi . i:.’o ■ .i '• >' - o. - . - 

Alors, i must skip. How I have run on in this morning's 
sitting, and especially at a time when you lflust of necessity have 
so little time even for important things. And yet, somehow it does 
seem important to disouss all these things, for they are the things 
that swing about Arenbourg and, about tomorrow, and that is terribly 
important,.., #, 
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Memorandum to flipping Service: 

© '3 10,t j . -.v i 3 ty„ 3 . i Ji 3. 3 

Spring weather, soft and delightful, continues 
in this clime, X wish we might share some of it with 
you, or better still, that you migjit share some of it 


with us. 

.. 10 1 n.\r. 1 


ax neeioo 
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I had rather expected a letter from Dora today, 
and one for Glemenoe from ^osenwald, and even one from 
Miss Ramsey, saying that she would be heading in this 
way to catch a -few interiors of the sugar house to 
photograph the nice round mud chimney, - but there 
wasn't any first class mail at all, save from little 
Miss Caroline Dormon, who is‘something of a riot, without 
knowing it, - and that letter was addressed to the Madam. 

. . j J lJv‘ « > '* 9 JL • 3£- '••• iSnl Ola '' * L »1 A 

She reports that “ole 1 * Virginia hasn't been quite up 
to snuff of late, and that she herself-has been a little 
droopy. I was quite taken a-baok when the Madam read that 
both ladies had been suffering, according to Caroline, - 
or could her typewriter have been off the track, - from , - 
of all things, -» ititis. Dow that may be a very goood word 
and may oover some very interesting female complaint, but 
• v ' jJ I don t get far with it. Broken down, I suppose it might 
be hyphenated, to read "it - it is". But, if I 
reoall oorreotly, *"it" is supposed to be some Hollywood 
phrawe, indicating sex attraction. So what a aouple of 
55ish or 60-ish glamour girls of'the briarpatoh would 
be sagging from that oould be labeled "it-itis", I most 
oertainly oould not imagine. It will probably turn out 
that both of them merely forgot -to fold up their beards the 
other night and got a little frost bitten. 
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I shall turn the pags t regardless of the spaoe that may 
still be left at the bottom of the page. Early this 
morning the bulb in my desk lamp blew out. As I removed the 
bulb, a piece of the metal fineal holding the sahde, fell 
down into the socket, and of course the fuse blew, in 
consequenoe, I write in the dark, as the sun doesn't rise until 
7:07, and my olook points to 6:45. 

Long before this;you have examined the enolosed bit of 
switch cane. After some thought, I have come to the conclusion 
that it provides the best headge possible for the Bermuda 
Boad line along Arenbourg. 

. . .... 

Hundreds, perhaps thousands of sprays, such as this one, 
grow from the main stalk of switoh cane, and when a bunch of 
cane stand together, the soreen is opaque. 1 had long 
considered bamboo as a hedge, but while that stuff grows faster 
and taller, it has the bad habit of putting out runners a foot 
or so ur 1 should say and inoh or so, under ground, and 
then suddenly springing up over night, so that one may 
go to bed with a nioe greensward spreading beyond his window, 
only to awaken in the morning to find a forest practically 
pushing up his mattress, 

- , 

This switoh cane increases its stalks, but tight-tight 
to the parent root, so that in not spreading, it merely intensifies 
its thickness, and one doesn't have t to spend a life time chasing 
vagrant and meandering sub-surfaoe roots, as o.ne must in Bamboo. 

Switoh cane grows rather slowly, and in the case of a 
proldnged freeze, may suffer somewhat, but during the past 
five years, sinoe the big freeze of 19^0, it has not suffered 
'from temperatures, although they have 8ometie*8 been low, and 
it has attained a height .of about 12 feet, whioh is sufficient 
to hide the h ghway from Arenbourg. I hope you like 
this sample. 

I like it, too', because it is a native of South 
Louisiana, and accordingly seems appropriadtely planted anywhere 
in this State. I think our Arenbourg projeot will require about 
one thousand bunohes, each made up of a dozen stalks or so. 

A little later in the winter, I shall out down that many bunohes 
leaving only about 3 feetof stalk above the ground. That 
will transplant nicely, and within a couple of years we ought 
to have a thick, 10 foot hedge, green all winter and 
a barrier that will stay put and not go wandering all 

over the plaoe. 

• The recent frost has turned the banana plants a delicious pink 
brown. Th unk a to your thoughtfulness, I am able to record 
them in photographs, having already taken some shots already. 

Eventually, may 1 send you a couple of likenesses of a 
"cooked" banana plant? 


6.. ■. i. J t l y U ..JO * . .1 * , X * 1 . ■.. 0 J ■. - *7 

’ . i. Vu ,-o i , i.mi 

i . ^ , December 9th, 1945.x 
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IsiiL' - . . ii- era k Iff 3 a bits J0l£i - 

Memorandum to flipping Services 

Your nioe long newsy letter to hand on Saturday and 
it i8 good to t have full particulars. x 

X ..>• J . J ..r ; J.. ; ' j.f v: •. 

My response will be brief, qs I write this rather 
late on Sunday-night, and I shall be arizing early in the 
morning to take Dan back to ^amp Jolk before Monday's dawn. 

aoidaJiva A • ' - ,o^nxa u.xJ ot bearodex . beta 

I am stii; trying to form a picture in my mind of the 
Hew York lublio Library, now that she has had her face lifted and 
Lady Esthersd. It sound wonderful and well worth a gander in 
that direction. .L . 

o We are in agreement as to the nioety of Lora, had she 
advised me prior f to or on writing to Mr. De Mine. It is a 
h habit that isn t new, but one that may perhaps be altered eventu¬ 
ally. l was first struck by it when a flock of oolumnB were 
stirred up and forwarded without mentioning. They were alright, 

I guess, but I should have been delighted if the business had 
been mentioned before they were posted, ffor the most part, 

Dora is remarkably satisfaootry, but how marvelous it is to 

know at least one person in the world who seems to ooinolde without 

even ford-thought. . 

Dan came home unexpectedly on Saturday, having driven over 
. 8om0one wh0 was beading further-West or rather East than 

Melrose. He must be baok early in the morning, so his stay 
will be brief. 

X j __ , , . , ,bti»X r>V 

This morning about 9:30, A saw him in h,is Mother's room. 

. ,’ 9 ne suggested a little turn in the road, andr bo' our steps took 
c■■ us Arenbourg, - the first time 1 had been on the terraoe in 
ever so long. l0 

. -y . t -- o? LL~ s i 

Dan seemed to like what few ideas I told him 1 had in 
mind to carry out, t The plaoes out in by the April bigh water 
• 8n,a H® r » and there is so muoh to be done when we take over, 

that i shall soaroely know where to begin,, although cleaning up 
• i wherethe pond wiJUL be will probably come first. I 

er^i!”- aball put oouple of, my colored friends to pulling 
ootton stalks this week, so that when we get a contraption to 
dig the pond, we shall not be bothered with ootton. stalks, which 
require at least two years of. exposure to diBintergrate, unless 

uu2rn6d© . w i j a- r 

J . H. tells me he is thinking of making a hurried trip 
down the West ooast of a outh America by air, orossing over to 
Brasil where he will look over the ootton situation there. I shall 
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try to get things lined up, so that I ean do a lot while he 
u is away and before Ban is disoharged from the Army. Another 

thing i must keep in mind, however, is the faot that a bulldoozer 
is likely to be seoured before long, and that will be helpful in 
leveling the terraoe, but of course nothing muoh oan be 
planted in that neighborhood or near the little house until 
the pullina and hauling are taken care of. how many individual 
things it is well to figure out in advance. 

bi .1 janTirt'iib no - -1 o: rental ^s-von fc oi eo :a xffoY 

After talking a bit with Peter Uetoyex, who plans to 
move into Browsie's house until another is built on the Hast 
side of the Bermuda Road, with the suggestion thrown in that he 
build a lane for his cattle to the river, - and hope 
. to heaven he builds it on the Alfred llorenz line, - Ben 
and I returned to the garage, - the Driiser Program on Invitation 
to -Learning havning long sinoe played out. After talking a bit 
With the boys there, - stimulants had them all on the merry 
side, - we went to the store where Charles Mazurette had just 
arrived. • 0 

1 .have seen Charles alone but for a minute or two. He 
told me .that on the day he called on the river, the latter was 
very much on the tipsy side, although his appearance was better 
than he had ever seen it and that at times his thoughts wever 
, as lucid and clear as that of a person quite sober. At 

intervals in between, the aloho (alcohol) was obviously doing 
, over time, l suppose such a sitatuation may explain why 
la Culver was told he was -in -“ew York when she teleponed from 


jsjo el 


we not 


lobby the other day. Well, so much for that, and may 
ot be honored during the holidays. * 


holidays, 


revo 
' OMS 


, revc 


Miss Robina, in a letter arriving Saturday, acknowledged • 
receipt of Gumboy Ya-Ya whioh the ^adam had sent her to read. 

She said she had just received it, but had merely‘had an 
opportunity to glance at it. Realizing as she did that it was 
a W P A book, she very neatly inquired as to why, under those 
oircumstanoes, .Lyle's list of books should appear in suoh a 
publication, - and. l think she had a -£64.00 question right there. 
There was somethin^ else in the letter the Madam wanted to save, a 
and accordingly kept the letter, when she writes her reaction, 

1 shall try to get it and send it along. 

4 j^ c* uztil xju.oJ* X eesbl -el e x•£ c *1 oo. ■ 5 

A he enclosure is from John “‘artin,- and on the strength 
o'f it, the Madam suggests that he might like to do about ^10.00 
worth of transcription for her from fragments of the Isaac Erwin 
diary. I must write to inquire. To many a modern person, Mr. 
Martin's letters would be too long or two wordy, but for me, 
perhaps beoause 1 admire him so muoh, I find they contain a 
flavor or an essence of pre*Atomio gentility that has ever so 
much to be said in its favor. « Thanks again for the nioe, nice 
letter, and please don't try to write when things ate so pressing 
as they must be right now. 
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Deaember 10th, 1945. 
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Memorandum,to Clipping a er vioei 

."no 1303i ©aoriol lo ■ 5 oT" : wmi aocolevne ©a- 

"It has been snowing most of the day in Manhattan," said 
tonight s.^olubmia news round up. ," 

a O 0 £ 0 - I i Sic A 5 T & J X 1A © 1 1 J 1 x 0 J 

Poor youi Beoause snow in town is a nuisance, at best. 

. : ■ t,\ . ... . i iiq j 3ii . V XQ in t 0>A3 hbft X 

Here it ha? been quite ohill, a cold wage hitting the place 
about 5 a.m., and although the sky has been bright all day, the 
thermometer remained around 40, and tonight, it is said it will 
go down to the upper £0's, - which doesn t suit me too well. 

-r(_, j . . . 0-; 5n 0 . ‘ c: - ■’oA. - - • 

We had sma oar trouble on our.trip to Camp Bolk, so instead 
of returning about,9:30, we arrived abdut 2 in the afternoon. 

", ■ , 

'Santa Claus had arrived during my absence, for at the store I 
found a letter aijd two large packages. And when I say Sant Claus, 

I most certainly mean everything that Merry Christmas implies, for 
not before and probably,not for a long time henoe are so many 
people going to.be made so happy as this year, thanks to all the 
nioe things which a casual glance over the contents of the two packages 
readily fore-tells. 1 haven't had time to examine them well, but 
a mere quick look is sufficient. . , i.i 

. ' ' 3 5 

It makes my heart warm all over just to think of all the 
joy ypur generosity is going to put into the hearts of so many 
people, - large and anil, and X bless you in their name-as well 
as my own, even though they might not always select me as their spokesman 

. ■ ; i- : y - > . , 1 1 • O jt C\J J t Cf ‘ < f ( ■ 0 x < ’ j • '-' , 

• O'J IO. 

Mr, Brew was on a traotor-all day, and so accordingly is no 
doubt in bed by now, * 1 write at 9;30 p.m. He may have passed by 
my house, but 1 remained a little later at the big house than usual, 
and so have missed him. i shall therefore have to hold your letter 
until tomorrow morning for absorbing it. There seems to be one from 
someone whom.I know not. and one that looks as though it might 
it might be.from Madam "“eke, X shall send them along when have 
had a ohance to read them, - whioh will he .after yours. 

Charles left for Little River before 1 got back home, and 
I learned to night-from x eter Batistte that 1 had one or two colored 
visitors, but Bill Rooque, who is quite deaf, told the latter that 
the cook had told him, that i was steppping of my land, - an expression 
used here for measuring one 8 property. I reckon what the cook really 
aaid was that I had started out with “^r. Ban, whioh is another way 
Harnett J^ane might get some true facts about life. 


. a re; 
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A side light on Plantation Parade is the number of letters 
coming to hand from unknown individuals, with requests in eaoh 
case, for reservations varying in length from a week end to a week. 

There are a OQuple of responses going out in the next mail, headed 
for iexa8. One is in response to a teacher of History in some 
college or other who would bring four ladies with her to spend 
the “ew Year's week end, - from Friday until Tuesday. Although 
the madam's name appears in the Eane opus, as I recall, often 
the envelopes read: "To the Propriator of Melrose Plantation". 

. 

To each letter I say "Ho", as pofcitely as possible, but 
tell the writer that if they come to Natchitoches and care to 
drive.out to Melrose, P shall be glad to show them about the place. 

I do not add the information that the pilgrimage tour will not 
inolude an exhibit of Miss Gammie, whioh, perhaps, is the main 
reason.why many a bag feels the urge to come. ,. . 

Two of the latest manifestations of the local Prohibition 
enforcement might be mentioned, just to keep you abreast of how 
things go in that department in this Parish. One day last week — 

I believe it was a Saturday night, the Sheriff, dressed in a 

8 visited Kampti, - up Caroline Dormon's way, and 

mingling with the negroes, asked first one and then another if they 
•couldn t help a poor thirsty soldier get a drink. The negroes, 
unsuspecting the white man's duplioity, accommodated the man whom 
tney supposed was just back from the wars, and in eaoh instance 

aon'tlyou thlnu rt9d °” *“ the Hat ° hlt0Chas J* 11 - 

. 

And on Sunday night, -r. Morris, the Sheriff, came down this 

ISd’than htlalt ^r?h nt S rily /V h f 8&rage Where Dan 811(1 1 were talking, 
and then headed up the Bermuda koed, stopping and "Phonsie" 

\ f 9 !°? 9r 8 h ™ 8 !» wjioh he turned upside down, inside out, other 
end to, - andfound nothing. Od oourse.no Sheriff has a right to 

f “J the wh0le United States without a warrant 

fr°» "* 

UwfJi eSry! " M “ m8i *" 8 *“‘ 

Alright, I must fold .at this point. And dreams will be 
Jllua IhT'tl* T 111 ' erolv<l “bout Christmas ana the female Senta 

time on “aie 9 ° ” any PeQple happy thlB u »rietmaa 
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Memorandum to **lip§lhg Service: 

? i l O '. . o-»v 1 C .00 i 'TO oi> 

Again I write at night. c ' 


do 


• ■ i. 


03 


I have read your two perfectly grand letters, and 
naturally I feel elated to have two such epistles to engrave 
on the heart and the mind, as I cosign them to the flames, - as 
is the fate of all your communications. 

->i', I T JT i 

it is good of you to keep me informed of all the doings, and 
it is good to have a further brief word from Bgon, thanks to your 
good offices, and of news concerning Espionage en Espagne, of whioh 
I would have further particulars, should news come to hand from 
time to time. , a o. 

nu i ! nic ® of y° u to say that you do not-tire of my constant 

talk about ^renbourg, too, and I reckon you are in'for endless 
communications on that score, 7 


30 


drteoo. 


3 * ,X)( 
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I was at Arenbourg this afternoon, as a matter of fact. Puny 
wanted to walk over the projeot with me, even though the Peter 
uetovers have not moved as yet. I laughed to myself when 
our little tour was completed for Puny from-Jiis heatt, told me he 
thought the plans were "grand", and that he wanted me to get a 
whole flock of "mens" to get to going on the“thing just as soon as 
us - es oould, because he wanted to help and he "knowed" I was 
going to be proud when "all us -es" got done. 

Oi . i J ^31.1 i . jZ Jilt* On 5 3^01 • • v» W^'* - 

, I don't know how much he-understood of all 1 explained to him 
and after leaving him, i thanked my lucky stars that you weren't 
along beoause l am sure It would have been a great disappoint- 
ment to you, --the barrenness of the place as contrasted with 
all the flowery ideas 1 have talked about for so long, a sculptor 
looking at a block of white marble, oan readily enthuse over the stone 
because he seens not the rough hewn object but the beautiful 
figure his mind has already fashioned.» A pastry cook, con¬ 
fronted by some fine looking apples, some nice fresh butter, 
plenty of sugar and flour, oan go into a _ vast song and danoe beoause 
he sees beyond the raw objects and slap through to thS finished 
tarts. And so, l fear, it is with Arenbourg. I see it as it 
will eventually look when the trees have grown, - and especially 
the mimosa, - and the Louisiana switch cane has curtained the 
domain, and the pond is unfolding a glory of lovely water lilies 
and the magnolias are opening their great ivory lamps, and 
la maison de la reine is built, and at the far end of the terraoe. 
blotting out Unde Door-stone's is a delicious little white Greek 
temple, flanked on either side by hedges of green, and we are 
all together having late supper on the gallery, and the world has 
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sped along, ignoring the switch cane along the Bermuda Road, 
and we are dwelling pleasantly with our friends in this little 
forgotten segment of an 18t£ century Parnassus, 

In today's bold gray Reoember light, the plaoe was just 
a mesa. Perhaps a messy desert would better desoribe it. 

Cotton stalks grow where the lilies will eventually open their 
waxen oups. A couple of mules, a cow or two and some pigs 
pull at the uneven grass where the terrace will unroll its 
velvety green carpet and a lop-sided ooop occupies the spot 
where the little Greek temple will find its emplacement at some 
day in the future, a muddy ditch now presents a murky faoe where 
a modest drive will ultimately lead the bidden guest from the 
publio road to wind itself out of sight where the oamelias will 
someday splash their waxy leaves with festoons of white and pink 
and red. The maison de la reine doesn't even exist, but merely 
the shell of the house where the passing nobility of Cane River 
aristocracy of color have dwelt so long. 

There's a heap of work to'be done, the more difficult because 
one must attempt the basic garden constructions, prior to 
planting anything, without too much assurance that those major 
undertakings, - such as lowering certain levels and straightening 
the edge of the terraoe, without a firm debision as to whether it 
be best to aocept the situation more or less as it is, - 

Pbically, and get on with the planting, t or hold up the 
planting for another season while making an effort to reaoh 
a basic perfection before establishing the primary hedges and 
the magnolia avenue. But that is my business to decide and to 

? S b9St 1 Qan * einoe the materials at hand are within nobody's 

« bub “y 0W P* " an( * accordingly 1 shall worry you no further 
with such details. 

T T • * -^ .0- 

* or a mo ent tonight. It was the first time 
pi?!!! ?! was very nic ®» said if I didn't mind, 

!? e ?v, a ? d -D his would move into Brownie's house temporarily, 

and that Browsie s house would be moved across the road, - to the 

of J the highway, and did i mind if Reter- obstructed a 
narrow lane down to the River for his cattle. I asked if that 

t til! d °? e alone Alfred's line. He said it-certainly oould. 

I told him that arrangement would suit me. After all, it appears 

as^to^nclu^al^bf 0 ?! 4, * 0Veilt ? ally ° Ur lina wil1 be ext «nded so 

11 ? f the P r ?P® rt y» including the little strip adjoin- 

d 80raetim « we shall aoquire that outright, 

perhaps, - although it isn t important at the moment. 

J ] u T >• . •, ^ j f * i" w ' 7 0 ' ° 3 X ' ' 

So thing revolve around Arenbourg, and fromhere on out l reckon 
you will hear ab<5ut it almost daily. ■ ’ k0D 


? JtX.t re.' 


cow 


^levol So vxolj a ^flltloScuf ai huo^ 
3'pisl ileal . . .oqo exu r-: 

o ,j 
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I don’t recall when last a line came from Dora, but it seems 
ever so long. Rerhaps that is merely because I have hhd so many 
other things in mind. It seems strange to*me, too, that no 
application has come from Chicago for Clemenoe, but none has. 

The enclosed letter from -^ady Rake may or may not contain 
matetial of interest, but 1 suspect not. l Sead the thing so 
hurriedly that can't recall anything sh'e did say, save that 
some pictures of ciemenoe and her paintings might serve as a basis 
for some material in a write up in some magazine or other. I shall 
eventually send the Dake letter to Dora if you will kindly return 
it at your convenience. 

* In the mean time, I continue to pull wires to secure the 
billiard $able, which, up to now, has not come to hand, but whioh, 

I have a feeling', may come to hand before so very long. 


30; 


On Sunday, as we passed lladame Aubin -“odque's, Dan said 
that he t ought *. a. was goin^ to take the old housb down shortly. 
So passes another old landmark, of the mulatto civilization. But if 
doomed it is to be, 1 shall mak.e every effort to get as many 
openings as possible, to be incorporated at Arenbourg. It would 
be lovely to have the thing taken down and put up at one end 
Of the lake, but that, of course, would be accomplished only with 
a thousand dollars or so, and accordingly we shall doe what we can 
to 'save what we can save, and that Will be about the beet we can. 


ne 


At least that matter isn't anything like a quandary, as 
in the case of whether it be hest merely to level off the terrace 
and plant the magnolias, or hold up the magnolia planting in 
hopes of being able to introduce a lower level before setting 
them out. 

You mentions possible transcript of the latest .Grignan letter, 
and i would appreciate it, although l wouldn't ask you to take 
time out to make it. There is much talk here of the' items of 
jewelry along the lines you mention. She has already extracted 
her grandmothers from the strong box and the latest thing i heard 
about was her determination to have the ears of y her youngest 
child pierced, although that is but setfond hand news to me as 
I haven’t laid eyes on her for a coupe of Weeks or more. It 
is interesting*-that-Dan* hasn’t even dropped in to see her since 
his return to this region. It is my understanding that she and 
her husband took possession of their Shreveport property last 
Sunday, and are putting his parents in the house until the new 
owners move to that oity, - now tentatively set for ^aroh. 

Up to the present writing, she has never heard of the arenbourg 
property, but will just about fall out when she learns of it, 
which will most certainly be long before Raroh, l assumw. 
i urge you to inconvenienoe yourself in no way for that bag. 




I 
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• I assume that the current return of physicians from the 

wars may well put a crimp in the rich feilcL in which they have 
been reaping a harvest without competition during, these past few' 
years. It is said that their patients frequently number as 
many as 300 a day. Sven if that be exaggerated'by 100 per cent, 
the inoomb is quite imposing, since the'average charge, - even 
* if nothing more than asperin is given, averages about $3.00. 

For ever so long they have been burying their money in fruit jars 
in their garage. Of course that is not to avoid income tax or 
anything like that. 'Oh, no. 

_ — 

But i reckon they had better make all the hay they can while w , 
the sun shines, for the last time a physicaian came to their 
community, they had no patients whatsoever. The war gave them 
the entire field as exclusively their own. But now the war 
is over and another physician will come along in that plaoe. 

And of course in their new location, if and when they move, 
there'will be plenty of of Other physiOians, 'and what with 
such h bag on the one hand and such a piece' of baggage as the 
husband has turned out to be, the gravy is bound to be a lot 
thinner. ’But aren’t you a little floored by the sheer mathematics 
of the present set up, - 3 times 300 times 365? I am still made 
a*little dizzy even when I dut the thing in half and then out that 
figure in half and then reduce it some more. And especially when 
one stops to think tha'f the dominant faotor in the set up is 

shunned by all who don t know her and loathed by all who do. 

* « « 

You spoke of J adine, - spoke of her with gentleness, with 
charity and with nobility. Perhaps' one of the most generous things 
anyone does is to sympathize with human frailties, especially when 
they appear in others where only strength is paramount in the finder. 
Was it Tennyson who said that line that is so difficult to 
remember: "For God has larger other eyes and makes allowance for 
us all"? Poor Uadine, so strong, so weak. If you really think 
my letters contribute anything to helping her over a difficult time, 

I must make an effort to write her again soon, without awaiting her 
response. It is certainly good to know that in my notes to you, 
however, that but one person receives them. 

T 

And now i must close for this sitting. 1 must tell you however 
that your two letters to hand have afforded me no end of 
pleasure and that the Cane River Christmas paofcages, arriving in 
yesterday's post, are hiding in my armoir and' are just bursting 
with impatience to get distributed. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 


J O U - 


«rj •• - w f. 4 v . i »j i LA4. w 3 O j J. ' i Mw r 

Again I write you *a line at night. Perhaps I had better, 
sinoe Mr. Bachelier came today, and unless I knock off a note 
before going to bed, I shall get none off at all, sinoe he is 
an early visitor in the morning. 


o r 


or ■ 


There were several letters in today's post. I enclose two. 

There was one to me from Madame Parlange, saying that, neither she 
nor her husband had the vaguest idea what Lyle could 'have been 
up to when he stated in the Parlange artiole *in the Ya-Ya book when 
he said a *arlange aoted as Quarter Master to both the Federal and 
Confederate Armies in the Cane River campaign. 

The Madam wanted to paste that in her oopy of the Ya-Ia thing, 
and so I shall not Bend it along. Then there was a letter from 
Miss Culver, .saying that she was heading for Shreveport with a 
friend from Washington, D, C., and another from California, and that 
she would stop over at ^elroee on her return, arriving here Thursday, 
which i8 tomorrow. In her letter she said she understood Lyle was 

in the hospital. 

. • 

: o,- LJ ...... v,, . r 

Then came a letter from Lyle himself. n e was writing in bed 
from the baptist hospital, - £ "in agaii for the same old thing”. 

X. . a# * ' j . *3; 

Re spoke in glowing terms of the suocess of his recent visit 
to J ew *ork, having brought laaok enough money to carry him throughout 
t e next year. He says he is going to do a novel, the title being 
a seoret, - called Last Island, and that Hollywood is already bidding 
for it. You will of course make what you can out of all that. 

He also says he is fixing to live on a steamboat and that the 
Madam and I must come and live with him. That would be nioe, too. 

There you have it, save for the fact that he started,off by saying 
that he was pr otioally alright and that he was coming up to Melrose 
soon. That was a moving bit of information, too. 

Well, aside from that there were a few.other pieces of mail, 
but mostly of a non-desorlpt nature, and I must say that for one 
morning's post, just the one letter would have been enough to make 
one's head go around in a whirl. 

TOl Jo' a .c in ... Ojo ■ ..on van 


f 
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Of course what I should like to know is if somebody in Hollywood 
is really going to do a bast Island pioture, and if there is the 
slightest bit of truth in the faot that smebody k might be casting 
about for a suitable vehicle for that grave disaster. 

I may or may not have mentioned that in fixing up Madam Beaumont’s 
opus, we included the Last Isldand storm as a dramatic bit of 
super froth for Hollywood or whatnot. I think 1 shall tell Lora 
everything that was in the letter 1 and perhaps include a rough draft 
of a letter to Mr. De Mille, suggesting that he might as well get in 

on 1 the "“ast Island storm early. • - 

OJi . - no ...-Or.., i •: , -oi -.5 lie to .T- 

Of course L don't believe anything abou.t the novel, and yet 
wouldn't it be odd if the decision of Hollywood to do the hast Island 
storm stemmed from the Synopsis submitted to the Lq ilille offioe, and 
somehow the thing, - the aasting about for somebody’s opus on that 
' big number should have sprung up in New York while Lyle was there,- 
if, indeed, he was. 

iw TTOoa bt*-sy o n tej. e oiJi t* iu J . en 

It rained here this afternoon, and what with the elements and 
Mr. Bachelier on nry hands; I didn't do very much. I did, however, 
make arrangements with -^ittle L-ing to pull up all the cotton 
stalks on Arenbourg tomorrow, 0 - and that is quite a job, but he will 
do it alright, and with that -accomplished, the tractors will be able 
to get to stirring whenever circumstances warrant. , ~ 

Miss "-obina sent a supply of blank paper the same length as 
the original paper on which old Isaac Erwin kept his Diary. If 
Mr. Martin does the transcription, the original -and the transcript 
will be bound together, I think I shall ask him to make the 
tranxript in duplicate, so that we may have a volume of the 
• Isaao Brwin Diary at Arenbourg, since-the duplicate cane quite readily 
be made at the same time. The 300 odd pages are made up of 
fragments, in which the years 1847, 1849, 1853 and 1854 figure 
for the most part. Jl - 

-tt ’ 0 id iJ J t ' - ' ■ - C w J *.; v- cl i F• . . 1 . • I 

The bound copy of the Benjamin Chase Journal earner from the 
binders yesterday, They did a neat job, tie binding being in red 
buokrum and the lettering in gold. The back of the thing carries the 
title*Benjamin ^hase of-Mantua", and my name is on the front 
cover. It looks very nice but they certainly made my name large 
enough, but not quite- so big as on the old -“atchez newspapers, similarly 
1 contrived. 1 

.o J oic T ■ - a to Jio .:JLso ■ Bjtv c .. . iiOc . 

I would ask your opin( nterruption), - I would ask your 
* opinion on a matter. Would you recommend that I send the Chase 

Journal to Lora at the present time. I told him it was still at the 
binders. w ould you leave tt there a while longer- or give it to him 
to extraot the ■ wheat from the chaff? I shall value your opinion, 
although may not accept it as a decision, ^nd thanks a lot for 
either saying yes or no about sending it at this time. ... 


, : i; 1 , &ef .at ere v s^.f* i in tv**- 

,J. ; rc* U: : vi • • 

h rol bed J • -.i> x mo.■ w i<32 - s uv il i vi- -ilj Ji- :.o laievt s ocjiel 

_ , ■ t . - v’io-t Sii« jji.iJ laws 

. December 13th, 1946. 
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Memorandum to w lipping Servioe j - 

< • 

Again-I wri.te at night. 

- , 

j . The Madam was perfectly enchanted with the lovely, 

lovely gift that came in this morning's post. 

The mail was nhort, in faot there was only a few newspapers, 
and no letters. The gift was the only thing of Importance and there 
was nothing to prevent it from occupying the center of everything. 

After opening the package, and looking at the contents, she 
.. did back into its box, but continued to hold it on her 

lap, fondling between her fingers. That was this morning. 

, Bef ? re big house tonight, she opened the package again and 

again shd held it on her lap. I really think it afforded her much 
t mucl1 pleasure both for itself but primarily because it seemed to bring 

Cl 2 8 v X you ^ her * as 11 were » “ somehow likf 
da Vinci s Saint Anne and her daughter Mary,,- two people almost but 

almost one. It was really touching and I liked it for you. 

I really haven't anything new to report, and were I to 
refer you to yesterday s letter for.reading, that epistle would 

C 2T 6r J he case »,' “d since you wouldn't have-to turn to that - 
- already read it once, you would therebye save a great deal 

or rime. n . 

about T thA S m?^?i disintergration that sets in among Cane Kiver people 
about the middle of December, lasting through Christmas, has 
already set in, and accordingly ooffee oomes sometimes at 6-00 
a.m., and sometimes at 8j00, - and sometimes it doesn't come until 

JLiV r0U f h JU 0 ? t J a , Braakf&8t: tray with the hot ohooolate at any old 
time from 7;00 to 8$30, About December 36th, tie usual routine of 

• foi and an ordered spaoe between it and 

breakfast will commence again, but until then, one just grabs 
whatever comes, - if at all, - and is glad that there -are still 

a °ti Ti ty iu the department that is very suseptAble to the 
morning 11 ^ ollQwin6 ootto n time and the pick up arriving on Christmas 

+• a 80 ’ i * ait ®d not for oof fee this morning, but made a round 
£ 9 = b0Ur6 J et ? een dawn and 7 : 45, - and still got baok home before 

little ?o 1 i^ ri I 8 t‘ b. Aft ? r braak ^ast, - brother not coming for his 
littie round, I took out again before mail time I had expected 

the cotton stalks to be all pulled up today. I was enchanted the 
weather was warm and the ground moist, making the job twice easier. 
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But whatever stalks were pulled, I did the pulling, and that 
wasn't much. Back to the store for the incoming mail, and there I 
found several of my ^ittle River friends with whom 1 chatted for a 
while awaiting the postman. But he failing to arrive early, I 
again tho,ught 1 would make a round at arenbourg. X took 
Dee-Bee Boy with me, I am crazy about Dee-Bee Boy, - his name is 
really Robert A nthony Senior, - a negro who is sweet, and one who has 
■uch a raft of children and grandohildren that I don t know half of them 
I think Doreath* is one of his daughters, - she is Sara's wife, and 
three of his sons are -“ttrioe^ *obert and ■ u *mmett Anthony, and of the 
rest I don't know their names. Well, Robert, senior, familiarly 
known as Dee-Bee ^oy to the grown. ups and Mr. Dee-Dee Boy to the 
children, - Dee-Bee B 0 y and I made a round at -arenbourg, and 
he thought it was a fine place and he confided to me that night 
before' ( last in hj.s remote cabin on Cax Little River, "us-es was a- 
settin' 'rou d before the fire a-talkin' and two of my folks say 
that if ever air, Swan, - some of them, can't manage the other pro¬ 
nunciation, - gets a-buildin' r us-es is gwine to give up a-plantln' 
and work for that man". 


And l am sure the local Merchant-Planter would just love that, 

■ ! 1 '. .3XL * X • : v i>.■ } • « 

• 

Back home, and the Xnipmayers came, and were gay as usual, with 
some more stories about Let and Beck and some outlandish stories about 
problems coming to their attention druing the past week, and we 
all. alughed and h^d a good half hour together, Then they left 
for m les u ally's, t and the Madam and I examined the package in today's 
post, and then Mr. Baohelier and 1 went down for dinner, and so 
went the morning, 

„ - - V|P . .cwu : J'ueVK.-': Y-f. m 

• L n the afternoon, r. Baohelier and I spent three hours on 
Arenbourg, just looking about the place, -seeing where the sub¬ 
surface soil from the botton of the lake could be placed to ad¬ 
vantage, and figuring,out how the gouges made by the high water 
along the edge of the terrace could be filled in, - and sr.eculating 
if it would be wisdom to try to out down the terrace a foot, etc., etc 

, :; •’ • ■ ■■■ ; 

ind in the end, we returned to ^elrose, where I had a flock of 
little things to attend to, but to which 1 didn't devote myself to 
the greatest concentration because my heart was in Arenbourg, and even 
though it now appears but a barren nothing, A felt persuaded that it 
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December 17th, 1946. 


Memorandum to Clipping Service: 

Well, at first off, let me report that a package, - flo. 3, 
arrived in today's post, and it looks as though we have been 
blessed again with Christmas remembrances. I opened the package 
immediately, but as three gifts were wrapped up and labeled, I 
have done a little pinching, and put them back in their package, 
awaiting the advent of “‘r. Brew who got stuck with his traotor baok 
on -aittle River somewhere and the last i heard other tractors were 
baok there, still trying to pull him out. I am glad the 
thermometer jumped from last night’s 28 degree reading to 41 at 
8:46 tonight. I shall have him assist me in determining to whom 
these items are intended on the morrow when he comes this way. . 

And so again you are worthy of our blessings for being so 
kind and so generous to us-es, and I shall speak of particular re¬ 
actions when the time comes for the passing out of gifts about a 
week hence. 

in the same post came, -. at long last, - a fat envelope 
from Julius ^osenwald foundation. I asked the clerk to read it 
to me, - the letter. It was the application for Clemenoe, together 
with a note to me wherein la ^ygood mentioned that one thing or 
another prevented her from getting to Melrose during the past 
season. I'll say it did. She also remarked that she and Mr. iSmbry 
had agreed to. waive the age restrictions in ^lemenoe's oase, - 
and I don't know why they should unless there were a ohanoe of her 
being considered, although 1 didn't know there was any age limit. 

•• e: 0• • • X j . • _ 

But be that as it may,, l got the thing off to Dora, - and 
least I have the whole outfit sealed and ready to go, along with 
a copy of my aoknov.lodgement of the application and my thanks for 
extending the time limit "a coup-le of weeks or so", in view of 
its lateness in being forwarded. If I recall, the same thing 
happened last year in my case. Strange doings, I must say. 

. 

It is now said the ^lyde “laude ^ramett Ravi's will not be out 
of the hospital before *pril or ^ay. It occure to me that I had 
better begin contacting the local Relief Agency, for even after he 
is out of the hospital, “laude will not be able to do anything much, 
it is said, and after all, J ackie and the- children, - Junior and 
Winnie May, will want to live somehow. The Henrys will just about 


J 
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pa8s;Out if Clemence gets on the “osenwald outfit and Jackie on 
belief. None of ^lenience's people, including herself, know of 
all the business that is being stirred up in their direction and 
at the moment tomorrow night’s eclipse must somehow seem more or 
less symbolic of their present economic situation, but it only 
goes to illustrate again that "when night is darkest, dawn is 
nighest", 

: -- VI pi. 

I saw Celeste this morning, ^he asked me to show her 
Arenbourg. I did. She was enchanted., She had never, before 
realized in all these 22 years of ^elroae residence that there 
was such a lovely prospeot as she saw from the terrace. It was a 
crisp morning, but all blue sky and golden sunshine-. She remarked 
■ upon the beauty of the hills she could see faintly in the 
south West. I couldn't make them out very well, but 1 was en¬ 
chanted to know that they are there and doing business. They will 
somehow form the base- on which many a majestic- sunset pile of 
glorious thunder-heads will rise and lend vertical majesty to our 
immediate horizontal lay-out. 

• ; ) , J ■ ... . . 1 ■ . ■. - 

The Merchant Planter seems vaguely perturbed these days. 

I reckon it is occasioned by winding up the crop, figuring up the 
income tax, etc., eto. "ith the Henrys all arriving this week end, 
Pat, Wednesday, u an Friday, Joe Sunday, I reckon it is as 
well to let ■“•renbourg lie until they have all made their rounds 
and departed, ^bout then I think shall really put the pressure on 
the removal of the Eeter Metoyers,- , 

•lu* ■ Ea lieso** snilttu. act! 

interruption . . 

with LnhfL' + g0ne T a “ d a million things have started the day off 
pi^^ mUOll 4 » i S^? S p ry * * heard Charles ^aughton in <*-ady Other's 

thf 6 hflpt°th< 9d ap ^ It! Was Cut t0£> t0 be t0 ° 'good, but 

the best thing, making the half hour worth while, was his 

marvelous rendition of ^inooln's Gettysburg address. 

me *tioning that the General sent me an elegant 
hristmas package, much cigarettes, - 10 in small sacks about th« 
th ® fl1 " 6 Bent, a nd on'whloh i aT“rkl^ at SS 

were some things that look like soaks, although 

££•»*> 

the Si of 

fine wings, she never, through such selfishness, was able to eet 
come D in,°deblaring 6 8he can keS^P^ith t* - alright* buf 
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memorandum to Clipping o er vioe: 

lAi.fl. 

On Saturday, the 15th, your two most excellent reports oame 
to hand, - those of Monday and Tuesday, the 10th and 11th, and 
a million thanks for all their precious lines, 

, ■ j: , . r t!u ... 

1 am glad t^he package came to your true hand at suoh an 
auspicious moment when herr Eireoktor was out, and that you found 
the oontents had traveled alright, 

,amoo; * euf ;• f- • - o.'J 

You were much with me in spirit all day Sunday, and especially 
as I oarefully went through the two packages whioh had arrived 
during the past week. It fills me with gratitude to you fbr all the 
joys you have provided for all the people on otpr Cane River list. 

I-can scarcely wait for the next week end to come when a general 
distribution will begin. , , 1 . 

I so much enjoyed your resume of the Jones-Aswell article, 

Jimmy Aswell t< of course, did it, and Sam J,ones name appears with 
it to keep the same before the public eve, h® expects to run again 
for Governor or for Senator,' - it hasn^t been decided whioh up to 
now. It is said that Senator Overton will not run again and may 
resign, and Jones may attempt a race for that seat. In either 
everft, if he wins, Jimmy will get a good salary writing articles 
and^speeches for the Governor or Senator. ,Miring the Jones regime 
last past, Jimmy had a three year job at *$,,000.00 a year, I think. 

. : 

I always rather liked Jones, but my enthusiasm was a little 
dampened when I learned from ^iss Gulver that he as adamant about 
killing the Afibrary Commission appropriation, which would have 
automatically folded up that institution, and I oan’t hardly see how 
economy would be served by suppressing book service in a State which 
next to ississippi, has the greatest number of people who are illiter¬ 
ate. 

jV 3 . , ' ; ,i Y'i v. ' . 11 -• 

I f 80 delighted to know that you went to, see and hear the 
^ed Mill, - and that you liked it." It hss been so many years since 
I saw it that I wonder at, the freshness ,of my memory in recalling 
the several pieoes you mentioned in your letter. I think they are 
charming and I am hoping that because of this revival, the radio 
will play all of them frequently. 

.. w bile 1 think # of it, 1 should mention that your review of 
the Asweli article was so excellent that I had two extra readings 
of the same before A consigned it to the flames. Just as we 
had finished reading the letter, ~rohlllius ^rown oame in, and I 
thought he would enjoy hearing of the article, and 1 asked «*r. Brew 
to read it a seoond time, -t'hen, on finishing, another friend came 















From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS. #M~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


« r ' t— 


I'!"*# 

to call, and Archillius was delighted when 1 asked ^r. Brew to read 
it a third time. It provided us with much material for a lengthy 
discussion of migration in general, and the general conclusion 
was that for the .present generation, at least, it would end up 
like the little boy who was forever seeking the ^ouse With ■‘•'he Golden 
Windows, - on the hill top just beyond the one to which he had 
journeyed, only to be disappointed to find that it was forever the 
next house beyond, - until he had encircled the globe and discovered 
it was his own home which he had left, that the sun had actually 
gilded. 

. r a;- o. •. . . ..o. , 

And that brings us around to invitation to ^earning, and i hope 
you may have heard the discussion of Grimm and Anderson Fairy Tales. 

I thought Hi as Le Gallienne was charming, and if you heard her, 
you can well imagine how well her voice records. I think i told 
you that she read .the Fairy a tories of Oscar Mild, - The Birthday 
of the infanta and i'he nightingale and x he Rose so beautifully on 
the heading M achine Records, 

.Frankly 1 learned much from the programme, - for example, I 
didn't know there were a flock of stories, many of them humorous, 

. by these authors, which have n ver been translated, - from the 
Danish, l imagine, sinoe Miss ,k 'eGallienne said her mother used to 
sit on old Anderson's knee, when a very ‘small child and listen to 
his tales. 

. '3 a 

And if 1 recall, both the -brothers ‘'rimm and .Hr. Anderson 
were 18th and 19th century numbers, and that puts in mind the fact 
that ^inderilla was mentioned as a -popular story from the pens of these 
great writers, - many of which they had oreated themselves and many 
of which they had taken down from the lips of the peasants, suggest¬ 
ing the tales were Scandinavian in origin. Unless my memory is 
playing trioks on me, however, a whole flock of Fairy Stories, included 
in Grimm and A n d^rsoja books, had appeared in print at 'least a hundred 
years before their time. I cite w inderilla as a case in point. 

Didn't old Dr. Perrualt have much to do about the creation of 
“inderilla along about the time of the ilVth Louis, say in the 
middle or third quarter of the 1600*8.? I wish time had be adequate 
for the members of the conference to touoh on that point and to have 
compared the style and presentation of Perrault's compositions with 
those of Messrs. Grimm and Anderson. « 

i 

I shall have to break off at this point, for I have 
four people here, awaiting my services in getting off some 
annual Christmas letters, and writing against their merriment is 
dlEffiuolt, and besides, I have a suspicion that these days are 
suoh busy ones for you that brevity in correspondence might be 
appreicated..,...But there are other points to be oovered and I shall 
come back to them later today or early to morrow morning,.,.. 

Again my thanks for the two grand packages of last week and for 
the two grand reports arriving last Saturday...., 
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Memorandum to service: • • 

i ■- . * . . 5 * )>< '.01 - , ■ .0 ' t‘ : ' • * * 

The 5:46 - 5:45 Golumbia "ews ^oundup tonight speaks of the 
worst snow storm hew York has had in 14 years, and Bob Trout gave the 
colorful details. Poor you, well nigh snow-bound, b reckon, 

- , t j . U . ; 

It is cold here, too, but no snow thank heavens,* and the sky 
is all light blue with tiny star points and a great big old moon, which 
would have been wonderful, had it been thus polished off for last 
night's eclipse. 

(> id . *.V ... i J d L .ilwi $ 1*. ■• V 10.. ■} Od • U’-.J-.i .1 • 

For the past couple of nights, the weather being warm and good 
foraging in the front gardens, •some big old hog got in and routed up • 
no end of bulbs, baby magnolias, - whose roots they adore, and no telling 
how many other precious plants. v . n. was furious and after having 
the ground leveled again, 'for the'hogs really dig deep furoughs in 
this lush soil, he passed the news around that the' next hogs to repeat 
the business would be shot regardless*. This morning, therefore, i was 
not surprised when around 7 a.m., i* heard the. explosion of a blunderbus 
ater • learned that it was a 800 pound hog of *eter Metoyer’s, 
which had scurried toward home but not quite fast enough and had expired 
on the roadside.- • 1 

..... ,• . o 

- b’eter, it was said, was furious and wouldn't "'stiok" the hog, nor 
would he permit any of his people to dress it, for had it been cut up 
immediately, it might have been put to some good use, t if nothing more 
tufan for* lard. The Peter ^etoyers, - they certainly'are having their 

"k^i- s year, I should say, and yet I, myself, am so furious when 
think that they tore up the entire flooring in the old "raggedy" 
house on Arenbourg and tore out the partitions, just so the shell of the 
house could house their hogs, I don't feel so very sorry for them. - or 
rather, b.' guess d feel sorry for us. 

- , U -‘.a 1 «. • J 'OJ • * b : 

And having thus arrived at Arenbourg, I will 'express my gratitude 
but once, although it merits twenty five'million expressions of appreciat 

1 y° ur lovely, lovely letter, registered", in today's post. Every¬ 
thing therein included was somehow such a part of you, such a part of 
arenbourg,,and such an expression of faith in what is being undertaken an 
invested, that i know not how to cohvey adequately to you a millionth 
part of my sentiment. • 

utU»L w 2 '*■' ■ • *'U * 9 * vU w w - 1 ■*' i" ’ 

’ Lik ® that interminable argument that sometime^ gets started over 
when a child s first birt day may be, - the day he is born or a year 
later, I can't say for certain if this is Arenbourg*s first "hristmas or 
f next year s will be. -Out regardless of that, I am considering your 
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report to be a kind of first Christmas for Arenbourgh and for us all, 
and it is going to be nice treating your report as though this were the 
way you see the matter, too, 

-nd while on the general subject of holiday considerations, I 
feel extremely noble on my own aocount, what with f^rength of 
character I display in keeping my hands off a very lovely looking 

red starred package, arriving in p*ankage "o. “ y name# 

Of late 1 have contrived a bank of greene-ry in the living room, 
fashioned from big old limbs of magnolia, whose leaves are so 
elegant, and there, beneath the lower limbs, are staoked the 
iiems from your packages, - including the gift item for me, 
looking especially prominet because of its contrasting color, and 
on Monday afternoon, the individual packages will have all been wrapped, 
«nd some folks will help me distributed them after nightfal and 
the Hnerys are cradled in their own thoughts, and ostensibly I am in 
bed ana asleep. Frankly, it has taken some self control to restrain 
myself from pinching my package a little, but thus far I have kept 
my impulses in hand to the extent of merely giving the package a little 
push now and then, telling myself 1 am doing that merely to jockey 
the item into a more favorable position. But the leaves of the 
calendar had better fly along pretty fast, or shall not be able to 
maintain my nobility for much longer, 

i liked your suggestion for ^rBrew, and i shall 
line for A know it would please him much, and 1 think 1 shall give 
his uncle one too, for mgabou would be as proud as a peaoook 
to have one of those items too, 

Sveryone once in a while x run into *ugabou in the road, and 
usually he stops his big old truck or tractor and-tosses out some 
idea as to means of proceedure at arenbourg, showing that he is 
nursing- the thought of that undertaking, which in reality he really 
is, Sventually, r'ugabou will be one of the pillars of Arenbourg, 
i -think, for honesty, industry and a faction' are some of his 
cardinal virtues, and as elements in,creating and maintaining our 

little kingdom,' those qualities aren t so bad to start^ with, 

* ^ 

I muBt break off at this point and shall skip reference to 
Dora's communication which speaks for itself, I concur with him 
in the opinion expressed regarding the possibility that Mary ^ranees 
should eventually be groomed for a ^osehwald ^rant, - in fact, 1 
guess 1 scouted the idea in my lafet letter to him. If 
remember corectly, however, the RosenWald business is about 
wound up in 1947, and if so, l doubt that ^ary Frances will be 
old enough to qualify. • , 

.V * ' . 

It has ocourred to me that your area may be rationed, - or if 
not rationed, at least kept scant on ordinary hand soap. If this 
be true that there iB a shortage, A think l might be able to lend 
a hand from time to time, should you be pressed, A word from 
you on this point, and i shall unue.take to do what l can in 
as short a time as possible. 
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Memorandum to' dipping Service: 

t 

/ It's darker than -Egypt outside. 

A heavy blanket of clouds has hung low over the sky all 
day, although the rising moon, shining from behind, made traveling 
easy enough when ^ hoaded out toward Regia 1 maaa s house about 
6:30. ^ut the earth's shadow had thrown a double veil across the 
moon when i headed back this way, and that business about not being 
able to see your hand before your faoe was in full operation. 

Most of the people In these parts have never seen an eclipse 
of the moon, and I am sorry they were not able to do so tonight, 
for what with the fullness of the moon, it should have been a marvelous 

show. 

• » '*• * - 

■L'he enclosed letter from Madam Brandon speaks for itself. I 
am sorry that Madam Phipps has suddenly recalled some photograph 
or other that she seems to have been missing, lol these many 
years, A certainly wish she had spoken of it long before this late 
date. Mrs. ^oore tells me that “rs. -Brandon sometimes mis¬ 
places and forgets items, attributing the thing to her declining years. 
Frankly thought 1 had returned the pjioto to "‘rs. -Brandon a long 
time ago.* 1 could have handed it to la Phipps as easily, for 
once 1 brought the t ing back here, after taking it to "atchez, only 
lo find “rs. Brandon not yet returned* from her annual summering 
in fi-tlanta, and somehow i had assumed l had returned it sub¬ 
sequently. lerhaps not. In any event A shall eventually dig into 
a mountain of things, praying the LOTd that the thing may turn up, 
either here or in "atchez. 

as for the balance of the letter, I know you will find it quite 
chamring, and especially the episode transpiring at the •Express Office, 
I am sure J la -Brandon handled that beautifully, 

OOr J t . v 1'- 1 * *• -*• ' ? * - *- '• 

As for the Mayerling revelations, I have enjoyed reading of 
them with avidity, but for *a while yet, I think 1 shall hold 
to our former oonoeption of *the- tragedy, which seems to have been 
• supported by so many bits of testimony down through the years. 

I think one motive for the new type of testimony may be found in 
the fact that “all of Rudolph's associates at the time might have been 
expehted to keep him and the young companion from suioide, whereas 
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if they could point out that the couple were alone and that the 
young lady cracked the archduke over the head with a champagne bottle, 
that attack would have freed the ^apsburgs from anything suggesting 
violence and at the same time would have put the young man's 
associates beyond the pale of criticism because the attaok took place 
when they could scarcely have been in a position to have intervened 
and saved him, 

i'here seems to me to be something strange, too, about a valet 
shooting down a young lady, even though she might have tapped her 
friend over the head with a bottle. I think it would take quite 
a bottle-blow to have killed a man of the Archduke's physical make up, 
but even though such an attack been committed, it seems to me most 
unlikely that the valet should have attacked the lady with a gun 
before summoning the archduke's friends and companions. As" I 
recall, valets didn't rak high in the political or social ladder 
in "ustria in the days of ^ayerling, and while it seems most ' 
unlikely that the valet should have shot at anyone in the imperial 
household or even on its fringe, it was nevertheless a very con¬ 
venient person on whom to hang the deed, if one wanted to avoid questio 8 
as to why Rudolph's associates did not prevent a suicide. In a way, 
there is something about pinning the t ing on the valet that reminds 
me of the old custom of hill-billies always dragging the red herring 
aoross the road in any crime by shouting "Nigger", 

* ' » 

And so I think x shall keep the suicide ti.eory in mind for a 
while at least. . 

>.• • • . ¥ 9 ' | . i I '> J . . v. ' i * , W ' ' 4 c . \ * 

So you have been sniffing at a little package and you think 
you have detected the armoa of bay leaves, "'ell, you are pefcfeotly 
right about the whole thing, and in speaking of the bay, 1 am delighted 
that you went a step farther and mentioned vert-de-vert. Immediately 
upon receipt of your letter, I armed myself with a piakaxe and 
started in on that projeot. It will have to soak for a day or two, 
to get some of the dirt dissolved away from the roots, and then I 
shall put a package in the mail, l am so pleased that' you have so 
much enjoyed the original shi raent that you find you can use some 
additional bits. 

« »> » A -l 

I almost forgot to speak, of ik egis' mama and my little conference 
with her. ^he is very bitter against the Merchant Planter and says 
he will never get her remaining 6 acres, l had thought lie track embrace 
Ik or 16, but it seems some sort of a law suit not long since clipped 
her little strip in two. One of her problems is that she has 
six gx children and 26 grandohildren. If she tried to divide 6 
aores into 6 parts or into 31 parts, - children plus grandchildren, 
nobody would have muoh, a'nd the lawyers would get the whole thing. 

I advised her against selling as long as 6he thought she would 
like to retain the last of her paternal heritage, - she is the 
daughter of ^lorival “etoyer. My advice seemed to please her. 

On saying goodnight, she hazarded the thought that i might get 
the 6 acres in the end, A told her not to think about that until 
she reached greater maternity, - she is now 74, and I dissolved into 
the dark. 


j 
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Memorandum to *lip i.ng Service: 

* | r 

"That with the uncertainty of a somewhat prolonged week end, 
so far as the offioe is concerned, I reokon A would show consideration 
if Ikept the memoranda, written at this time, rather brief, for 
i assume they are likely to pile up along about next Tuesday. 

£< l > -J ■ 1 S 

I do want to say, however, that the first swell of 
Christmas got under way last night,,so far.as our interests are con¬ 
cerned 

y • - , . ... . ■ f t ;t ■ , _• 5 .1 J > :,o J .. :: 0 u 3 

Passing by this house for a few moments, immediately after supper 
and before joining the Uadam for an hour in the uppser chamber, I 
found Fugabou awaiting me. I had ask him .to.come .this .way before 
Christmas ^ven, especially as he was feeling a little blue after 
a futile attempt to buy some Christmas gifts for his ohildren in 
stores at '-loutierville and Natchitoches. 

I suggested that he pass back this way about 7, which he 
did and we joined forces to wrap up what .Sant Glaus had in his 
sack for the house of Fugaboja. It was, of course, an assortment, 
each item of which bore your trademark of goodwill and happiness. 



3 



For Junior there were some marbles and a pair of leather slippers 
which senior told me Junion would never get, once papa laid eyes of 
them, ^nd for Billy Jeanne a narrow wool scarf, since .she is 
always carzy about wrapping things around her neck. And for 
both children, - the girls, a darling little set of doll furniture, 
which I had originally thought would be nice for Mary Frances and Willi 
until discovered that they were slated for a couple of small 
doll chairs fern another direction. And Fugabou thought the doll 
furniture was "darlin 1 , as he expressed it, and he wanted to do 
'something about arraning that set of.furniture when it was dis¬ 
engaged from his box. ~nd then there was the book of photographs 
for Lelen, of which she would be so proud, just to have a book of 
her own-own , - and for Madam Pugaboux there was a checkered 
skirt and a little blue trimmed with white fuzzy w,ool jacket, and 
for M r. Fogcbou an elegant scarf. 


^nd it,.would have made your heart all warm and rosey, just 
to see how happy Fugabou was to be assured that his little family 

w * 8 L ° una t0 things in their stockings when awakening on 

Christmas mo riling. 


( 
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After getting the t ings all wrapped up, we sat down by the fire, 
and smoked a cigarette or two together and drank a bottle of coca- 
cola, and talked much about a million things, but mostly about Arenbourg 
which is very special in Fugafcou s thoughts. 

And there was one theory which this bright, good natured 
dependable negro had to express that I hadn't thought of before, 
but which sounded very plausible, ne thinks that the Merchant 
Planter would le rather glad to see the last of the A eter "etoyers, as 
they are no especial asset to the plaoe. But being the type of person 
the “‘•aster is, he would never say or do anything that would suggest 
,.0 hie tenants that he would be happy to see the last of them, but 
rather would put on the squeeze in some round about fashion. According¬ 
ly h$ will go through the gestures of providing new lumber to add on 
an additional room to Browsie's former house for them, and at the 
same time bow to our wishes to run the line fence in such a manner 
as will leave wholly inadequate space for the cattle and garden which 
the family would need. When,,on seeing that they will not be able 
to make it in that new arrangement, their superior will explain 
that that is the only place available for them at the moment, - which 
will not be true, and there is a possibility that the present owners 
of •“•renbourg are difficult people with whom he has no influence, and 
therefore.. 

•••:/' w 0 • - ■ *• - ‘ ' ‘ 

Bupposkdg that the family was one that was wanted, I had never 
figured out this somewhat perplexing attitude in such a fashion, but 
assuming that they are not particularly wanted, it all seems as 
clear as can.be, and A mut admit ray informant sounded pretty logical. 

’.Ve shall eventually see. In the mean time, 1 hope they make up 
.their minds not; to cut down the bank, for the animals to approach 
.the water before they decide not to remain on “‘elrose. 

Hr. Knipmayer came as usual on Thursday. He told me that 
Peter “etoyer was in an advanced stage of tuberculosis and might not 
live long. lie visited him yesterday morning and said they had just 
about torn up .the residence at arenbourg. Hu~_„,_ 

•••••• 

* • * 

About 9:30, his Christmas gifts under his arm, FugaLou headed 
out toward home. Die moon was up and as we passed by the bi$ oak 
in from the the bog house, it -looked like a great flat basalt fan, 
pressed against the rising moon. I don't know why I mention it, except 


3 Of .0901 -' 

vie ” j/i a 


pressed against the rising moon. I don't know why 
hhat it was extraordinary and grand. 


e.'.jsT, 


Borne day 1 must tedl you about a blac-black, skinny deamon (demon) 
A once saw scurrying aoross the gardens on a wild' hitter cold 
"inter's night, seeming to be absconding from nowhere into nowhere 
with a long pinted catherdral window under his arm. Die night was so 
wild, the moon so heavily wading through vast bogs of clouds and the 
freezing gale somehow deepened the eeriness of the picture which 
I shall always remember as one of the most strange pictures that ever 
flashed across my sight. -But that is another story, although the 
actors aren t so new, and as it was years ago, A reckon can wait 
a little while longer to impart the whole business, should the 
cathedral ever arize in the form of a Greek temple at -“renbourg. 
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Memorandum to ^upping Service: 

I thought you would enjoy seeing the enclosed letter 
from Miss Louise, 

;■ .>’x " , .i i ni> ; .( n j. ./ »i .' i lS.• 0 At .5f y ■ lOOq J j 

If you will kindly return it, I shall be glad. 

,f o ’ :UX9 : i ■■ 1 'aa 

x think all the references in it are clear, save possibly 
that'to Miss-Lucy ^athews. She is the lady who lived so long 
at Oakley, where Audubon taught the beautiful ^iss Pirie . 

I tljink there isa sketch of Oakley in Lyle.'s Old Louisiana. I 
never cared much for the house, it somehow seems a little gaunt. 

. • 

According to the Times Picaydhe, Mr. De Mills is 
in New Orleans on business. I'd love to know the 
nature of it. it.would have been as well to have ha£ the 
recent correspondence with his office dated froja Melrose, since 
that name is not unknown to him, whp.t with business he did with 
Dy. filler two or three years back. Being in Louisiana doesn't 
mean he would drop by here, but it might be that finding 
himself in tjie neighborhood, he might pause for a moment, 
just to have a hepp of H a tqhez poured in his ear. 

^ 2 ' '. ., , , x- •; ■ ■; j 9VOX 

It seemed so strange this morning a); 5 to hear St. Louis 
broadcasting the weather report, with the thermometer at 
7 above, while it was so warm, on my frpnt gallery that it seemed 
as though the wanning moon must be sending down some borrowed hea 
from the on coming sun. The prediction for this neighborhood 
is warmer with rain, but the sky is as "clear as a 
Christian" as someone has it in these parts. 

* r 

- jv Coni 3o..of t : Iluf ct;.. te • - 

Kugepe, and Puny drove to Jamp Polk and brought Dan 
Henry home yesterday evening. * foresee Borne little clouds 
on the horizon in the general operation of the plantation 
before the year is out. Dan and the rest of the boys say 
that J, H. doesn't pay enough attention to the plaoe, that 
he is always in the road, etc., eto. That has always been 
a point of.complaint, - and i? true, - but nevertheless it must 
be admitt§<j.thst. if money isn t made on the plantation, it 
seems to roll in from other sources, - at least into . H. s 
pocket. Perhaps that is where th bone of contention lies. 


9 f n 
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Beginning Friday afternoon, the spirit of Christmas 
seemed to be abroad, - what with lots of brimmers turned loose 
in the road-to give the impression that the harvest is finished, 
and "femite and some of the others sagging a little as they 
made their uncertain way along the road. It is rather 
amusing to see a slightly intoxicated person, scarced to death 
of a Brahmer, try to negotiate his course along a highway 
too studded with those curiously formed animals. Wine has 
given a bit of courage or nonchalance to the pedestrian but 
the sight of that hump on the animal's back tends to sober 
the oelebrant, and the combination of gaiety and fright 
makes for odd doings, whioh usually ends up by frighten- 
ing the poor beasts into a stampede that in turn put the fear ox 
God into the breast of the individual who unsuseotingly has 

caused all the excitement. 

... sv : i r(.i ao ».i>. i e .1 : x-i in* 

I can't recall if I mentioned the death of M r . Dan 
Dabillon in my last letter. He was a prominent, lawyer in 
. Lafayette, La., and Chairman of the Board of L. S. U. with 

whom * have oarried on quite a pleasant correspondence intermittent¬ 
ly over a number of years. His wife was “ary Swords Dabillion, 
who died five years ago, shortly after I had visited in their 
home. She had developed a'lovely t arden around their modern 
home, and for some time Dr. Dan had been pondering what to do with 
the place, with a view to preserving it. I had corresponded 
with him on the point, and it was his intention to oome here 
this <v inter to discuss.plans for incorporating the place into 
a series of parks that bb would stretch aoross lower Louisiana, 

, at least that was what we were hoping to do, including in the 
chain Weeks u all s Shadows on the i’eche, and so on up to 
Bile Grove on the Mississippi. But a sudden operation has 
carried him away, and so A shall have to discuss the matter generally 
with someone else. It would have been grand to have had him 
handle the matter, however, as he exercised much influence in 
Baton Rouge. 

. 

I must speak briefly of his unique domeetic situation. 

He and his wife went on a house party one week end, - a party 
also attended by mutual friends, including another man and his 
wife whom the Labillons had known for some time. During that 
week end, the husbands among.or between themselves, and the 
wives, between each other, decided that everybody would be 
better matched and happier, if there should be an exchange of 
spouses. And so as a result of that week end part* the ohange 
was set in motion, and while I know not how the other couple 
found the new arrangement, the new My, and %b. Dan Dabillon 
lived out their lives as happy as clams......... 

i _ . -i . 
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December 23rd, 1945. 
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Memorandum to Clipping Service; 

. .j _ t '.rrr i - 

What with the program you indicated as being probable for 
Sunday, I assume you may not have heard today’s Invitation to L e arni 
ing. - or if indeed you did hear it, the cirourastances were not 
most advantageous for so oomplete absorption as it really merited. 

’V t. : j Cut xO . : J5 £ I „ .... 

But if you did hear it under the most ideal of conditions, 
as did 1, I feel you will agree with me that it was one of the 
finest programs thus far presented in the series. 

7 *■ " i . * -j i j.- c oa ?.9 ■. d i ’ 3 iv 

'Prof. Oats, Father “urray and Dorothy Thompson were all and 
each so exquisitely oourteous, the one to the other, that the 
resulting harmony provide^ a fertile field in which one s own 
thoughts might spring up readily, along with the speakers, and 
the absence of any disagreement removed any fear of blight on the unfld 
ing flowers of the minds of r either the speakers or those who listened. 


ill 


.mW 


I was impressed by “^iss Thompson's question; How is it that 

r _ . « , r* __ a -t n i t o QA i out. 1 * 


13 it. 
31 


a oountry so wonderful as is Germqny, so marvelous in its scientific 
oerfeotion and its remarkable developement of fine theories of social 
relations, that within,.such a society such persecution %nd intolerance 
develops concurrently? . • . 

And father “urray's answer;"We live in tho^e times when we 
think we can work out intellectually a perfection in human relations 
that pre-supposes everything except the individual imitating 
Christ, j— the individual man loving God and his neighbor as himself. 
And by sitting bye, and letting the expert.figure out the infallable, 
while we ourselves inolined to get so wrapped up in saving our • 
own souls that we negleot our less fortunate neighbors, then have 
wo nothing hut ths shall of Christianity and no8 f of its spirit, and 
without the latter, the former is naught". , 

a . e. ar..... .• voJ.m.. '.o - ,• ” « ' ■ , , . 

I liked the whole business, and surely learning would be the 
more palatable if it could be dished out more often by such 
a gpup 1 of savants. 

SBrr.3 8 lYfW lJt i.id « , Tu . . ■ ' * *- • . • 

another poj.nt I must sutspribe to, and then A will be done. How 

futile it is to assume tfcat.VQ pan study one subject or another in 
something like water-tight comparatments, disdaining to recognize 
that economy, soienoe, politics, philosophy, all these and all the 
rest, hinge forever, the one upon the other, and all having as their 
base*that root of kinship of man to man and man to God. 




I 
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And something I learned from the Invitation was a line from 
Nietche which x did not know before; 

. . f 0-X&&. f?.J .. 

"I’he first and last Christian died on the cross, - and 
perhaps that is Just as well," 

'; * „ 

• • < •- ■ ' *.* » \ ' 

For myself, i must say I find such a statement shocking if one 
pre-supposes that it actually expresses many a man's theory of 
life, - although x am equally puzzled that so many people, i 
especially in the current industial and labor disputes, wherein there 
appears to be so much pulling and hauling by one side or the other, 
and apparantly little or no desire on the part of anyone to "love his 
nighborh as himself," 

' _ -• ’S’ • ..... 

The enolosed letter from Dora is rather more eloquent for 
what it does not say that for what is actually set down, I think. 

It seems to me that somehow there is a certain depression running 
through it, possibly creeping olosest to the surface in the refer¬ 
ence to an absence of personal mail, I reokon he must have had 
a letter from me about the time he posted this one, for I mailed 
him one with the application blank on the 19th I shall try 
to rip off a letter to him today, although at the moment, 1 reokon 
he must be pretty busy working on Ciemence's Rosenwald thing. In 
three or four etters of late I have expressed my regret to him 
that we could not talk.over some of the points to be covered in that 
paper, but as he has not mentioned that point in his responses, it 
may be that he already has the pattern well formed in his own 
mind. I hope. 

interruption, 

■ r .i ai coiioelre^ a ^Ilacrioelleifai tuo Xtow e# Aula'j ' ■ 

The break in between here and immediately above is to 
write some Chritmas letters for local folk to their,sons in 
the far Pacific, Something tells me the letters will be 
reoeived only after the 25th of this Deoember, but it really 
doesn't matter sinoe to many of them almost everyday ia 
Christmas, what with God handing out a new dawn every 24 
fcoure, plus a maximum of good nature to. so many of them to 
make the most, - as they see it, - of whatever else He has i 
endowed them and their world, as they cheat the m Devil by 
accepting the trials of life with stooism and generally 
speaking laughing with their fellow man A little work, 
a little more play, - with a Godly humor, - their Christmas Day, 
A nd now Punf has barged in, bent of cheer, I reokon, and so I 
shall have to fold for now, ,,«•• 

, : J - 1 

-• .o.id !I.J , ,ao':J lit'. ,00.■. : . , , 

. , i 1 , j . o . 0 ft,'.- ' ,i 3 
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Christmas Night, 


Memorandum to Clipping Service; 


* t b 

TO Ilf 


Zbl 


U& v _ 

‘30 TO*. 


. + , ^O 13 j C J *d i i ' j | J ’ ■ J 

tfell, it's all over. And, thanks to you and the spirit of 
Christmas, it was wonderful, 

i, - iw‘» to i •"' ... - .i i:. bi\t. 

I left the big house last night about 8, A.s I ..turned on the 
light, there was a tapping at my window, from the white garden side, 
opposite to which I had entered, I opened the door, to find Puny 
and Zelma dropping by to make a friendly little call. We had some 
wine.' They sat until 9, 

It was warm outside, and although it had rained in the afternoon, 
the sky was now deep blue, spangled with big old stars, I put 
on my' boots, took a great big paoakge under my arm, and headed down 
the roadi In a way, it was almost like summer, what with the softness 
of the air and the brilliant flashes of heat-lightning far away to 
°outh, off Alexandria why, 

I- saw a light in some of the cabins I passed, and at TemiteS, ther 
was a rattcus sound of merriment mixed with wine, 

ill •• v. ; . ► i : , f i J. IOC 

A light shone under '-lemenoe's door, I knocked and it opened, 
Yank, tiat big, friendly, simple, negro, looked blqcker than basalt, 
his head resting on a white-white pillow on the bed where he was 
resting, half a- sleep. Sam Peace sat on one side of the fire place 
where a purely decorative little fire was burning, I was offered 
a chair before the fire, ''lenience sat on the other sicLe. The children 
were all in their beds, behind a closed door in the next room, ad 
occasional cou^h from that direction indicated that excitement had 
still warded off sleep. 

Sam, Ciemence and I talked for a little while. Sam had a 
bottle of whiskey from which h6 aksed me if he might pour me a drink. 

* I demurred. Sam was quite sober and Ciemence had been too busy to 
give any thought to the stimulant department, 

cl rr e , Ji: . . * QV U '. -s i- *. »o C.. 

In 10 or 15 minutes, 2am left, I had set my paqkage down by 
the door when I had Entered, and as Sam went out, ^lemenoe took a swing 
at her.black oat who obviously wanted to see what was up b a ntat»'8 
sleeve. s * 

O r il -IT ^ .. 'v'w .1 J l,’O' , JLl * l - I J X . ki b » .» v * t ^ ' * 

"ie ohatted for a quarter of an hour. She sopke of how muoh the 
assistance that had o me to her during the past year and this Christmas 
eve meant to her. And she talked of amusing things that had happened, 
and she would bend over in her chair, her head close to her knees and 
laugh, almost silently, but withal her rather over lean frame. 
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And then oame Sara Brown, bearing, in lieu of a bouquet from the 
Madam, a single bunch of red nandina berries, I asked him to wait 
while x penned her a note, which he delivered to her along with a 
tribute in ki^d, - not nandina p berries, but a particularly 
shrivelled little old green banana from the stalk hanging over my 
desk. Everybody laughed at such an exchanged, and the Madam roared 
when I saw her .about 9. *'•" 

Back home at 9:15, and I found ffugabou and Puny awaiting me. 

We had some wine., Pugabou-said his children ; were tickled pink 
at 'what 'Santa* *laus had brought them, - •*» think 1 mentioned to you 
the little qet of furniture, a book, some marbles, etc. 

as they left, Dee-Dee Boy (*nthony, and his two stalwart sons, 
Attrioe and Robert arrived from kittle River,' Dee-Dee Boy is sweet 
and his boys are very nice. Robert always reminds me of "Big Sam" in 
Margaret “Htchell's Gone “ith Phe Wind. Attrioe is a sepia rendition 
of ^ax Sohmellng, and with something of that inate sweetness that 
makes one feel a better person just to have encountered him, - simple- 
simple, of course, and no learning, but honest and good all the way 

through. ' « 

' ' ■ ' iU j i o <}1 is xXB-D mi& xv loi* 

A nd then came Ezgra and *“ing and Davis and Big Six. 

The General had sent me some attractive little boxes of 
Chesterfield cigarettes, - tenuin a package, - and there were packages 
for all, and everyone seemed to be intrigued by the new size package. 

' t ~ v . j ' i si - V " ' ‘ J0 ' ' 

* And'when they were gone, came v 'lemenoe, who has been here for a 
couple of days, helping “uanita with the pots and pansi 


In a few minutes came footsteps on th*e gallery, - several foot¬ 
steps. u lemence opened the door. It was Clyde Claude &nmett Davis, 
come home from the hospital to be with his children and his wife on 
Christmas day. He moved with care and sat down uncertainly as persons 
weakened from a loss of blood do. 

.Szra had driven to •Alexandria to bring him home, during 
.Ezra's absence, Doreatha had prepared a fine chioken gumbo, knowing 
that it would be dark *ka when they got back and that the 

children would be in their beds at> ^lemence' s. 

, « 

And so Ezra and Doreatha had given the supper for Clyde and 
his wife, Jaokie, and for Mng ^unter and his wife, Irene, and after 
the supper, they had brought Clyde to Clemence 8. * 

■“nd so it-made a nice little reunion all along the way, 

I was glad to talk with all of them for a-while on this nicest of 
nights. 

3 j *. j ij t 

And then I said goodnight and left them to be together, Eing ana 
Irene and ■ ci zra, and Doreatha leaving out at the same time. 

. * 

Cn the road tack home, it was lovely, for while it was dark, it 
was the darkness of a clear Southern night which is never so dark as 
in the korth, P somehow feel, although am not certain that am right. 
a million big old stars lay on the surface of C a ne River, swiftly washed 
out by a splash of gold, as the heat lightning away off to the °outh, 
continued flashing intermittently. 

. ; ' , ,i 1 . • . ' • • 

It was Christmas eve-, and 1 somehow wanted to walked by 
Arenbourg. It was all quiet, and I risked a cotton field to 
go out to the terrace. I didn't feel very much alone, - it was all 
so lovely, and*so definitely nothing unless it was to be shared. 

♦ 

• And so back toward *~elrose and I met a couple of old friends in 
the road, and together «e oame silently through the gardens (inter- 
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I skipped over to*say Merry Christmas to J. R, and Celeste and 
Madam Regard^ and returning home, after a quiok drink, I found 
Brother and ary Frances here to say their “‘erry Christmases, 
and •“ary F r finces showed me her fine new bracelet and Brother had 
hi8 *ojankovsky, which he was oarrying under .his arm, just as 
proud as a peacock, ^nd then some more grownups came by, and by 
18 o'clock, ti was dinner time, and A Joined ,the white folks, and 
we sat thus at table: Aung ^ammie, H., Celeste,. Pat, *oe, Dan, 
■“rancois, Frances Henry lHaynie's wife), ^aynie, and Madam Regard. 

And the turkey was good and the conversation oolorless, if I may 
use the term. 

u ! * 

*nd so back home, and more colored people coming to see me, and 
Peter to put on a bright red sweater that. “*r. Pipes had left here, 
and so on throughout the day., little Slam, now a big boy, taller 
and his old friend, and so on and so forth. 

,: 4 j r v • i : i «•;. ' ( • ■ 1 - 0 : v .. O.U' 

And now that the day is finished, and I am a-lone, I have turned 
to my Christmas package, and I have opened it, and I find it* 
lovely in color and deliciously soft in feeling, and with a warmth 
about it that quite surpasses its aotual weave. 

For 1 have penned these lines in the qui#t and the coolness of thi 
house, and although the jfire is glowing on the hearth, I am 
between the window opening on the back gallery and the « 

•fire plaoe, and the draft is from the window, and 1 am warm, warm, 
in tody, and glo ing from within my heayt, because I know there is 
a Santa Claus t and there is a God, which are the same thing, and 
there is ever so much evidenoe of Santa Claus and God all up and 
down Cane River tonight, - thanks to someone who best I know 
embraces all those things which are good whioh goes to make others 
happy, and me grateful with all my heart that in silently thinking in 
a very special direction, T find whatever approaches the good side in 

me reflected from afar by something, - someone who is better. 

etm j* !>> V .«:- . o: or. ,.r> 0 (.\ 1 -.'tt vti o ' - f> ^ i nrca • •• > - 
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Deoember 87th, 1945. 
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Memorandum to ^lipping Service: 


l.'i l-VOi 

- .Joeoaorq 


again I write you at night, ^nly it's different because I 
ammore pleasantly situated, thanks to my nice wooly warm 
sweater. x t was good to don it at 5 o'dock this morning, 
and after giving it a breathing spell during the day, I put 
‘ It on again at sun down, and now, at the end of the day, so 
far a's human aontaots go, it is pleasant to feel it about me 
as’ I hear the rain dripping outside and I reoall that this 
morning's weather report predicted a cooler night ahead. 

* The spirit of ^hristmas lingers on, What with the 
general inclination on the part of the darkies to frolic, 
and what with the' dampness obtaining at the moment, there is 
nothing being done of the plantation this week. In consequence, 
I continue to reoeive quite a few callers, - ones who failed to 
arrive on Christmas day, and those who make the rounds again 
and again. 

; 0 ;> • ■..' . l/ . b 0 I i XUjO.’b Vi 0 - 

Puny was here early this morning, as he has been so 
frequently of late. Today he confided to me that he had seen 
the finest present on the river, - the photographic book whioh 
Fugabou's u elen received in her stocking, H# said that he 
and Zelma had been to call on the £ ugabous and that they 
had spent ever so long turning through that book of, which . 
the T’ugabous w ®r® so proud to own. There's one. star in your 
crown for that good deed. 
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. 

Today was Knipmayer T*ay, and while we had a pleasant visit 
from them, we didn t learn muck news. Last night a car from 
somewhere around here, belonging to the ^riedmans orashed into 
a car full of negroes somewhere on*the road to town, de¬ 
molishing both oars, and burning up the one in which the negroes 
were riding. Dr. K didn’t know how badly the people were injured, 
but said when they were taken to the Natchitoches hospital, 
they were turned away because tHat institution is already 
full and running over. I reckon they probably took them to 
Alexandria. 

•j '3 „> 3 1‘ 0 ■*■ ' A * | g q 

Annette du Chene of.-Baton Rouge, although presently living 
in Spartanburg, South Carolina, drove up from -Ba^en Rouge 
this afternoon, to call on the Madam. She br6ught Mrs. 

Wilkinson with her, wife of the head of the L. 8. U. Press. 
Annette, a contemporary of Lyle's, spent an hour or so with 
the Madam. Mrs. "(ilkinson oame over and spent a like amount of 
time with me. -^hey were both very pleasant, and later, 

Annette joined us both over here. *he asked the Madam if she 
could come to Melrose for 6 months to write a book, bringing 
her own 000 k with her. The Mao;m said yes to the com 
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but Ho on the cook proposition. That is just talk, however, and I 
know she will nver come to stay. 

She came to Louisiana to spend her Christmas holidays, arriving 
via Hew Orleans. While there, - some three or four days ago, she 
said she learned the river was still in the hospital and that she 
intends oal-ling on him this week end. She also said she learned while 
in the '-resoent *ity that Lyle had reoieved ten thousand dollars ad¬ 
vance on his Last Island novel, yet to be undertaken, neither the 
Madam nor I believe that any suoh amount could have been advanced on 
such a slim prospeot. Strange that suoh a figure should be mentioned, 
but stranger still that Lyle should have declared to us tiffat he did 
receive money on the prospective work when he wrote here following 
his return from the Manhattan jaunt. 

, With the usual plantation routine suspended for frolics and 
a week or so of social life, especially among the negroes, it is 
difficult to round up Mr. Brew, and when once captured, it is equally 
difficult to get five minutes alone to run over the mail. In con- 
sequenoe I reserve everything for Cipplng Reports, and accordingly, too, 

I have some leters, still unopened, that came to hand days ago. These 
will be shared at random as oircumstanoes permit a reading. 

P o . ! J i. * e w i.*.- •' — ; u . . 

, To hand in the last mail was you nice, n nice note, concluded 
at the dose of the day when the batch of Christmas leterswere finished. 
It was so noble of you to undertake a letter under euch circumstances, 
and i do hope you are giving yourself a little breathing space before 
you begin again. It is nice that you have had the aid and oomfort of 
such a ood nurse, who, I feel sure, heals not only with a tonio. 

So few dootors are made and nurses, always, are born and never otherwise 
oreated. I am so glad- that you have a real one so close to home. 

a n 1 * • C ' & '' • ■ # w ' *• * * 

On the morrow, Joe v enry will return from Beaumont, remaining until 
Sunday, L think. -Iso on the morrow arrives *“ts. Desiree Evans of 
Baton ^ouge, to remain for a day or two. She has something to do about 
L. S. U., and ae I reoall, she isn't particularly interesting, but 
we shall see. • u 

I have a sliver in the end of three fingers on my left hand whioh 
makes hitting licks on this machine a little difficult, and so 
I shall content myself with this report herewith, hoping that one 
the morrow l may find some bright eyed person to remove them.. It seems 
to me I,have a card or a'leter or something to enclose with this 
let er, but nothing which needs be returned. I should have 
acknowledged the receipt of the Lady Lake letter‘in your report before 
tbe last and thank you muoh. 

Again my thanks for such a happy,-happy Christmas, - happy for 
our friends and happy for me, ; nd now I shall sit*for a little tehile 
before the fire, thinking on lots of things and feeling cosy <nd warm 
because of the added oomfort you have with such thoughtfulness 
afforded me. 1 


neewd' 


Deaember 26th, 1946. 


Memorandum to ^lipping a ervioej, 

• y**' ’ 1 \i <4. w d i • j 1, . • J » V * V WV. 

Today I read the enclosure. It isn't important. At first 
thought, 1 deoided not to send it to Dora. A part of it would 
. interest him. Another .part he might not like. I suspect he is 
depressed at the moment. I shall do what I can to avoid adding to 
his gloom. I do not want this letter back. 

I am sorry to-report the death of my friend George (Jack) M. 

Lester of '7averly Plantation, He .was a noble man. Our common 
enthusiasm in Mississippi and Louisiana lore brought us especially 
close, even though we seldom saw each other. But when together, we 
made up for lost time. ; , . H 1 * 

*» J J * iJv v '; Jils* j -,G . *11'.. , 

I think I may have described to you his fine study on the seoond 
floor of Waverly where he and I used to sit, pouring over anoient maps 
and manuscripts. 

* O I » 1 • * yJ 0 <? 1 ‘ J . - l <■ »..•.** — y * 

*nd now, what of those manuscripts? 

If only la belle Essae Mae could have had the understanding of the 
value of these things, another priceless addition might have been made 
to the department of ^rohives, - were one in existence. 

* » 

^nd so passes a great man and- q great .collection. Mi sere i 

0 

You know, one nice thing .about “hristmas in this remote, - both 
in time and space, - locality, -“'or the ante bellum .idea of a pro- 
onged celebration at “hristmas time lingers on, and everything remains 
in suspension, so far'as labor goes, so far as new undertakings go, 
so far as anything goes, save renewing old friendships and really 
enjoying the usual oontacts, which, during the balance of the year, 
are never so oonstant as at '-hristmas time, when .a week is taken off to 
really relish them, . 

And L must say that while there are the disadvantages, there are 
alBO some virtues in the custom For in more oivilized sections, it 
almost seems as though everyone strains to get everything ship-shape 
slap up to the night of the 24th, and then a real bang-up ensues onf the 
26th, and by dawn's early light on the 26th, the whole business is 
finished, and nothing do we have so much in abundanoe as exhaustion. 
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But down this way, - and I suspeot it is so only about between 
Derry and Bermuda, things start trickling a little a few days before, 
and somehow one finds time to carry the spirit of the season over 
for three or four days afterward, X reckon this year's holiday season 
will probably come to an end about December 29th, and probably by the 
30th, everyone will be starting the new year, - not with celebrations so 
much as re-fashioning their new lay-out for the impending year, and 
probably everyone will work on January 1st just as though it were any 
other day of the year that is work-a-day. 

I can’t say that this old plantation system is any better or any 
worse than the contemporary industrial type, for both .have their ad¬ 
vantages and disadvantages. But sometimes f being situated where I now 
find myself, I do find some virtue in taking time enough .out to really 
relish Christmas in a long draught instead of taking the holidays in 
two quick (two quick) and well defined gulps, - as od December 25th, 
and a week later on January 1st, 

But a normal amount of seasonal colds are keeping some people 
from enjoying the holidays, and what feelings of gratitude I have that 
- your most excellent nurse set you straight before things got to going. 
This morning brother came for his lesson. We didn t have much. There 
were too many things he had to tell me about the piotures in his fine 
new book, h e said before leaving that his papa was sick in the bed, 
and could he take him an orange. Ke could. 

'' i Iw Jjil*-V.7 C' v w w-vJ v r *-• >44 

Ezra's children are all down with colds, too, and Fugabou and his 
family, and Jack nelson's family and Heaven knows who else. I pause 
to knock wood, but up to the moment I am feeling disgustingly healthy. 

• * 

We had expected Mrs. Desiree Svans during the day f hut a telegram, 
signed, - of .all things, "Des", - oame at first dark, saying her trip 
from Baton Rouge had been postponed. It seems to me there are a couple 
of peqple scheduled for the week end, but 1 can't reoall their identity 
for the moment. • - . 

So things turn as we relax momentarily to gird up our loins for next 
week'8 undertakings. I must drop around to see Celeste this morning, and 
see if there is anything definite on the prospective flijght down 
'*>outh America way. X oan shape up my plans a lot better is I can get one 
good look at the calendar. 


r;v. 
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December 31st, 1945. 


Mmmorandu To 'flipping Service; 

A brief note this morning, as the old year 
heads on its way out. It's a perfect opening for 
a busy ending, - with ■*. , Celeste and Charles 

Mazurette heading out toward Hew Orleans and Little 
King and me heading into the cotton patch, to pull 
as touch as we can of the stalks, so that we oan run 
a line of fence posts to determine a dividing line. 

I think the enclosure is of little interest, but 
I liked the paragraph about iJiss ^va Bcott, You 
will recall that she lives at The Shades, near 
Wilson, Louisiana, and I think you have heard me 
speak of having spent some time there on occasion. 

' I know some of her darkies rather well, . 
including Pero£ B e ile, with his 15 head of children. 

I think their gesture sweet, in view of 
Hiss Eva’s wish to collect bells, of whioh she has 
even more than Percy has of little ones. 

* I.started listening to Invitation to Learning,- 
Assays of ^azelit, - but didn’t get far. It sounded 
very Interesting at the beginning, but in the 
midst of things, - X was sitting by the *ranklin 
stove, - when I should have been in my own house, 
Charles ^azurette came in with'Prances u enry, - 
Paynie’s wife, - and that of course killed the pro¬ 
gram. It is my habit to listen in by myself, but 
the iiadam had asked me to linger with her, and in 
consequenoe ^ lost the whole thingB. I aria going 
to attempt' a new arrangement with the new y' ar. 

The ^enrys were ine in force, and we dined 
most' excellently at Celeste's. Knowing that 
a Hew rleans trip was in the cards, X took to the 
road after dinner, going over to see Fugabou about 
some labor on the morrow. But x found him in the 
bed, - a terrible cold, - so many of which are 
running around among the oa ins- these days. 


f 
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But 1 had a nice little visit, and *elen got out 
her fine new photographic book nd read to me a bit 
from it. and everybody seemed happy enough with 
all‘that State had sent, via of his secretary off 
yonder in flew A ork. 

I was interested in something "an told me 
indicating that the "enrys are likely to go into the 
Butane gas business in this area shortly. reason 
you know that Butane is the fuel used for general 
heating purposes in Louisiana, when wood is no 
available. Butane'is a part of the gasoline that 
remains when small cracking plants have not reduced 
the entire drop to all its several parts. I under¬ 
stand that Standard Oil in Baton *ouge is the only 
plant in Louisiana that cracks oil completely, so 
there is ample sources of Butane from many different 
sections of the state not located in the Baton Rouge 

area. 

With ", n, Pres dent of the Valley ifileotrio and 
the Butane scheduled for consideration, it loois as 
though they will go right on rounding up commodities. 
Dan states, and it agrees with my diagnosis, that 
at the present breakneok speed J . H. is making, he 
will 1 probably last about two years, if lucky. 

In the m an time his mind jumps from one lucrative 
venture to another and flies from one place to 
another wit all-the dash and go of a firs 1angl “®t 
Joe and "an are still complaining about the speed 
J. H. indulged in when dr ving to town the other day, 
Hitting 80 miles an hour on their return trip, they 
inquired the reason for the rush. ". ■ a . said ne had 
something’very important awaiting him at ^elroee. 

A t seems that one arriving, there was a pencil that 
needed sharpening, - and the boys are still kidding 
him for hitting 80, what with the pencil languishing 


I 
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December 31st, 1945. 


Memorandum to Cippjmg Service: 

It’s-.ten thirty at night, and 1 reckon this is the last letter 
I shall write under the 1945 date line. 

v « 

It’s been a busy day, as my letter of this morning indicated, 
and as 1 shall be pretty much tangled up at some unearthly .hour, 1 
write these few lines,tonight. 

We didn’t accomplish to much today, and yet we made a start and 
a beginning is always something. , 

Thing8 being still a little orf the Grhistmasy side, the people 
haven’t gotten into the full swing quite yet, but in my old role 
of "Patienoe On A Tombstone Smiling at Grief”, I praise God for what 
advanoes are made today and look forward to doing more on the morrow. 

We oleared enough rows of cotton stalks to establish a line fenoe, 
and we secured enough posts and barbed wire to run a strand of demark- 
tion. Tomorrow we shall put up the boundary line and do some more 
stalk pulling. My hands are a-tingle with having exercised them at 
a new undertaking, for the cotton in many places is taller than my head, 
and its sturdy tap-root is correspondingly deep, making eaoh extraction 
something of an experience in the Art of.poise. Only twice did i pull 
with such vim that I sat down quite unexpectedly as the darned stalk 
gave way just before * had anticipated. 

Seeing me with one or two belp«s thus busily engaged, Alfred 
Llorenze came over from his house, carring an ante bellum instrument 
in his hands with a kind of veneration. It was a stout stiok some six 
feet in length. One foot up from the end was a ”V” shaped iron, one 
side of which was attaohed to the stiok and the other projecting. He 
was kind enough to show me how it worked, catching the cotton stalk near 
the ground in the bottom of the W V”, and raising up on the stiok, with 
the end on the ground acting as a lever. It made the work ever so 
much easier, and he asked me to keep it as long as I cared to. It 
was something that the old “etoyers had always used in slavery times when 
clearing the fields, flow the stalks are merely ground up by the 
tractors, but as it takes two years for the stalks to rot down, I 
want to remove them by hand, and so be rid of them onoe and for all, - 
it will make planting of flowers and plants so much easier. 

Alfred is a nice man and after he had instructed us in the use of 
the cotton puller and a couple of my friends wanted to try the thing, - 
like children with a new toy, I turned it over to them and showed Alfred 
about ^renbourg, poi ting out ohanges that might eventually be effeoted. 








Francois Mignon Papers. M-3889 


seamed .to like the ideas and remarked that he was proud to have 
himself living so close to suoh neighbors. (fhier manner of expression 
is always so odd somekfaw, - but nevertheless sweet. ) 

We ended up where we had started out, having visited the spot 
next to Unole -^oorstone last wj ere 1 suggested we might eventually have 
a little temple or chapel or some suoh. He liked that. ^nd as he 
said goodbye, s he said he had a simple little thing, but he thought 
perhaps 1 might like it, and that he would like to give it to me, even 
though it had always been treasured in his family. **e said it was just 
a piece of .wood, that once had been inserted in the original Ohuroh, 
butilt by Grandpere "ugustin. It seems that in 1868, on Grandpere's 
death, a memoritl window had been put in the w huroh, and below it had 
be fashioned a plain stiok of wood, w:.ereon had been carved "In Memory of 
Grandpere Augustin" or some such, and the lettering touched in gold. 

It seems the gold has long since disappeared, but t;.e wood and carving 
is still intact, and I think it was £ind of him to offer it to us. 

* t ' 

There was only second class mail today, and so A know little of 
what goes on in the outside world on the personal side, being a post 
office, however, “‘elrose will reoeive a delivery of mail on January 
1st, -nd somehow feel we may have a few notes from one point or another 
in that go-round. 

1 had expected to hear the -Hax program tonight, although I don't 
know what was being presented. Just before it was time for it, however, 
a couple of different people tapped on my window, having need of some 
letters of a striotly personal nature to be struck off and so I 
accorded myself greater pleasure than listening to Lux and taking 
their dictation. 


I think I shall fold up at this point, and something tells me that 
I shall probably not even &eep awake to hear any news, ./hat a pleasure 
it is to be a little tired when one .has had both feet well planted on 
Mother barth and somehow feadjfc.be feeling ulik day that her-e, indeed, was the 
beginning....... 











